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Fifth  Seffion  of  the  Tenth  Parliament 
o  F 
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On  the  14th  of  November,  1751,  the  Parliament  met  at 
Weftminfter,  when  his  Majejry  made  the  following 
Speech  to  both  Houfes. 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"  T  T  is  with  great  Pleafure  that  I  meet  you  in  Par-  Anno  1751. 
"  I  liament  at  this  Time,  when  the  Continuance 
"  of  the  public  Tranquillity,  and  the  flourifhing 
<c  Condition  of  my  Kingdoms,  leave  us  nothing  to 
<c  defire,  but  to  fecure  and  improve  ourprefent  Situa- 
<c  tion.  To  this  End  all  my  Views  and  Meafures 
"  have  been  directed  both  at  home  and  abroad ;  and, 
<c  in  this  State  of  Things,  nothing  can  give  me  more 
<c  real  Pleafure,  than  to  obferve  thofe  folid  Advan- 
"  tages,  which  my  good  Subjects  reap  from  it,  in 
<c  their  Trade  and  Manufactures;  fome  Branches 
<c  whereof  have  alfo  received  confiderable  Benefit, 
"  from  the  wife  Provifions  which  have  been  made  by 
"  this  Parliament. 
Vol.  V.  ,B  «  The 
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Aiiiio  175 1.  "  The  Treaty  lately  entered  into  with  the  Elector' 
u  of  Bavaria  1  was  laid  before  you  in  your  laft  Sef- 
<c  fion  ;  and  I  then  acquainted  you,  that  I  was  taking 
"  fuch  further  Meafures,  as  might  tend  to  fecure  the 
<c  Tranquillity  of  the  Empire ;  fupport  its  Syftem  ; 
**  and  timely  prevent  fuch  Events,  as  had  been  found 
"  by  Experience  to  endanger  the  Common  Caufe.  I 
46  have  fince,  for  the  fame  Purpofes,  in  Conjunction 
tc  with  the  States-General  of  the  United  Provinces? 
tc  found  it  necefTary  to  conclude  a  Treaty  with  the 
"  King  of  Poland,  Elector  of  Saxony,  which  fhall  be 
*c  communicated  to  you. 

"  The  unfortunate  Event  of  the  Prince  of  Orange's 
66  Death,  has  made  no  Alteration  in  the  State  of 
"  Affairs  in  Holland-,  and  by  the  prudent  and. early 
cc  Meafnres  taken  there,  the  Quiet  of  that  Country 
cc  has  been  preferved,  and  their  Government  carried 
<<  on  upon  the  Foundation  of  the  Settlement,  which 
€<  had,  with  fo  much  Forefight,  been  previoufly  efta- 
"  blifhed  '  by  Laws  of  the  Republic.  I  have  re- 
"  ceived  the  ftrongefl  Afitirances  from  the  States-Ge- 
"  neral,  of  their  firm  Refolution  to  maintain  that 
<c  ftrict  Union  and  Friendship,  which  fo  happily  fub- 
cc  fifts  between  me  and  thofe  ancient  and  natural 
sc  Allies  of  my  Crown." 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
"  I  have  ordered  Eflimates  of  the  Expences  of  the 
<(  enfuing  Year  to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  you  j, 
"  and  have  no  other  Supplies  to  afk  of  you,  but  fuch 
«  as  are  requiiite  for  thofe  Services,  and  for  making 
"  good  fuch  necefTary  Engagements,  as  you  are  made 
*c  acquainted  with.  The  Succefs  which  has  attended 
<£  your  Firmnefs  in  reducing  the  Intereft  of  the  Na- 
"  tional  Debt,  will,  I  am  confident*  give  you  the 
*c  greater!  Satisfaction." 

<c  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
<c  The  Experience  I  have  had  of  your  dutiful  an<$ 
<c  fteady  Conduct,  makes  it  wholly  unneceilary  for 
cc  me  to  prefs  upon  you  Unanimity  and  Difpatch  in 
<c  your  Deliberations.  But  I  cannot  conclude,  with- 
"  out  recommending  to  you,  in  themoft  earneft  Man- 
*<  her,  to  confider  ferioufly  of  fome  effectual  Provi- 
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ce  fions  to  fupprefs  thofe  audacious  Crimes  of  Robbery   Anno  1751, 

"  and  Violence,   which  are  now  become  fo  frequent, 

<c  efpecially  about  this  great  Capital ;  and  which  have 

«  proceeded,  in  a  great  Meafure,  from  that  profligate 

"  Spirit  of  Irreligion,  Idlenefs,  Gaming,  and  Extra- 

*'  vagance,  which  has.  of  late  extended  itfelf,  in  an 

"  uncommon  Degree,  to  the  Dishonour  of  the  Na- 

"  tion,  and  to  the  great  Offence  and  Prejudice  of  the 

<c  fober  and  induftrious  Part  of  my  People." 

The  Commons  having  returned  to  their  own  Houfe, 
the  following  Addrefs  was  moved  by  Lord  Vifcount 
Downe^  who  in  his  Speech  enlarged  on  the  Glory  of 
his  Majefty's  Reign,  the  Happinefs  of  the  prefent 
Times,  the  flourishing  Condition  of  our  Manufac- 
tures, the  Increafe  of  our  Commerce,  and  the  Security 
of  thofe  Bleffings  by  the  wife  and  prudent  Meafures 
taken  for  the  Support  of  the  Syftem  of  the  Empire, 
b?c.  He  was  feconded  by  Sir  William  Beauchamp 
Proclor,  and  the  Addrefs  would  have  palled  nemine  con- 
tradicente^  but  Sir  yohn-Hynde  Cotton  objected  to  the 
Words  in  a  flourijhing  Condition,  which  he  thought 
not  proper,  as  the  ordinary  Supplies  in  Time  of  Peace 
could  not  be  raifed  within  the  Year,  without  having 
Recourfe  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  increafing  the 
National  Debt  inftead  of  leftening  it. 

<c  Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 
<c  TTTE  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
<c  y  y  Subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain 
"  in  Parliament  affembled,  humbly  beg  Leave  to  re- 
cc  turn  your  Majefty  our  moft  hearty  Thanks  for  your 
<c  Majefty's  moft  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne. 

"  rermit  us,  Sir,  with  Hearts  full  of  Gratitude, 
cc  to  exprefs  our  lively  and  due  Senfe  of  the  Happinefs 
"  we  enjoy  under  your  Majefty's  wife  and  juft  Govern- 
"  ment,  and  our  well-grounded  Confidence,  that  your 
<c  Majefty's  Views  are,  and  ever  will  be,  directed  to> 
<c  no  other  End,  than  to  fecure  and  improve  the  pre- 
<c  fent  flourijhing  Condition  of  your  Kingdoms.  The 
cc  Regard  your  Maje^y  is  pleafed  to  teftify  for  the 
<c  Advancement  of  our  Trade  and  Manufactures,  as 
"  it  is  a  fignal  Inftance  of  your  Majefty's  conftant 

B  2  "  and 


C    4    1 

Anno  17  51.  "  arid  unlverfal  Attention  to  the  Welfare  of  your  Sufc- 
4C  jec~ts>  demands  our  fincereft  Acknowledgments  ; 
<c  and  it  cannot  but  be  Matter  of  the  higheft  Satisfac- 
<c  tion  to  us,  that  the  Provifions,  made  for  that  Pur- 
*6  pofe  by  this  Parliament,  in  Purfuance  of  your 
"  Majefty 's  moft  gracious  Recommendation,  have 
<c  produced  the  defired  Effect. 

"  We  unfeignedly  aflure  your  Majefty,  that  we 
ec  will  readily  concur  in  all  fuch  Meafures,  as  tend  to 
<c  fecure  the  ineftimable  Bleffings  of  Peace  to  us,  by 
cc  eftablifhing  more  firmly  the  general  Tranquillity  in 
Ci  Europe,  Affected  with  the  deepeft  Concern,  we 
c<  condole  with  your  Majefty  on  the  unfortunate 
"  Event  of  the  Death  of  the  Prince  of  Orange ;  but, 
"  at  the  fame  Time,  beg  Leave  to  exprefs  the  great 
*c  Gonfolation  we  feel,  from  the  ftrong  Affurances 
"  given  to  your  Majefty,  on  this  Occafion,  by  the 
<c  States-General  of  the  United  Provinces,  which  leave 
*c  us  no  room  to  doubt  of  the  Continuance  of  that 
cc  ftricl:  Union  and  Friendfhip,  fo  effential  to  the  Inte- 
<c  refts  of  both  Countries. 

"  Your  faithful  Commons  with  the  utmoft  Chear- 
cc  fulnefs  promife  to  grant  to  your  Majefty  fuch  Sup- 
"  plies,  as  may  enable  your  Majefty  to  fulfill  the  En- 
"  gagements,  and  anfwer  the  feveral  Services,  which 
"  mall  be  found  neceffary  for  the  public  Good. 

"  We  cannot  fufficiently  acknowledge  your  Ma- 
*c  jefty's  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs,  in  recommending  to 
cc  our  Confideration  the  Mifchiefs  and  Difhonour, 
"  which  arife  to  this  Nation  from  the  audacious 
«c  Crimes  of  Robbery  and  Violence,  fo  notorious  of 
<c  late  to  all  the  World  ;  and  we  humbly  aflure  your 
"  Majefty,  that  we  will  ferioufly  proceed  in  revifing 
"  and  enforcing  fuch  Laws,  as  may  contribute  to  fup- 
"  prefs  thofe  Enormities,  by  difcouraging  Irreligion, 
"  Idlenefs,  Gaming,  and  Immorality,  by  promoting 
*'  Induftry,  and  eftablifliing  good  Order  amongft 
cc  your  Majefty's  Subjeas." 

His  MAJESTY'S  ANSWER. 
"  T  Thank  you  moft  heartily  for  this  very  affec'tion- 
"    JL  ate  Addrefs.     Nothing  can  give  me  fo   great 
"  Pleafure  as  to  fee  my  People  happy.     It  fhall  be 

"  my 
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cc  my  conflant  Care,  as  far  as  in  me  lies,  to  make  ^n 
«  them  fo." 

On  the  20th  of  November  the  Cafe  of  Alexander 
Murray •,  Efq;  was  refumed.  The  feveral  Refolutions 
and  Orders  of  the  Houfe,  laft  Sefiion,  relating  to  the 
Hon.  Alexander  Murray ',  Efq;  were  read,  and  a  Motion 
made,  by  Lord  Coke,  "  That  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Murray 
"  was,  for  dangerous  and  feditious  Practices,  in  Viola- 
<c  tion  and  Contempt  of  the  Privileges  of  the  Houfe, 
"  and  of  the  Privileges  of  Elections,  ordered  by  the 
"  Houfe  to  be  committed  clofe  Prifoner  in  Newgate, 
"  and  was  ordered  to  receive  this  Sentence  at  the  Bar 
<c  of  the  Houfe  upon  his  Knees  5  but  did,  before  he 
"  received  it,  by  a  high  and  moft  dangerous  Contempt 
*'  of  the  Authority  and  Privilege  of  this  Houfe,  and 
*4  by  perfifting  in  the  fame,  avoid  the  Execution  of 
<c  the  faid  Sentence  during  the  Remainder  of  the  Sef- 
<c  fion  of  Parliament,  he  fhould  be  again  committed 
**  to  Newgate ,  and  that  he  fhould  receive  this  Sentence 
c'  upon  his  Knees,  &c." 

Which  Motion  produced  a  Ihort  Debate,  in  which 
Lord  Egmont  obferved,  That  the  Commons  afTumed  a 
Power  that  the  King  had  not,  of  puniming  a  Subject 
without  a  legal  Trial,  contrary  to  the  Nature  of  our 
Conftitution,  and  the  Balance  of  Power  in  the  three 
States  that  compofe  it ;  that  this  Motion  was  the  more 
extraordinary,  becaufe  it  was  unprecedented ;  that 
notwithftanding  a  Libel  had  lafl:  Year  been  difperfed 
againft.  the  Duke,  and  another  againft  the  Parliament, 
yet  no  further  Notice  was  taken  of  the  Authors  of 
either  ;  but  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Murray  had  been  pur- 
fued  with  uncommon  Rigour  for  not  complying  with  an 
Order  of  this  Houfe  to  receive  an  ignominious  Sen- 
tence on  his  Knees,  which  his  Honour  forbad  him  to 
obey,  and  for  which  he  had  already  been  punifhed, 
even  to  the  Hazard  of  his  Life. 

To  which  it  was  replied  by  Mr.  Pelbam,  That  the 
Power  of  the  Houfe  to  punifh  fuch  open  Contempt  of 
their  Authority  had  never  been  difputed  5  that  the 
Cafes  cited  by  the  Noble  Lord  were  no  ways  parallel  $ 
and  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Murray  had  been  led  away  from 
his  Duty  by  a  falfe  and  miftaken  Honour,  true  Honour 
B  3  being 
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Anno  1751.  being  fhcwn  by  Magnanimity  and  Greatnefsof  Mind 
in  fubmitting  to  the  Sentence  of  the  Houfe  with  proper 
Refignation. 

A  Motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Sydenham  to  ad- 
journ, and  the  Queftion  put ;  but  this  being  carried  in 
the  Negative,  the  Queftion  was  put  upon  the  firfl 
Motion,  and  carried  in  the  Affirmative. 

Complaint  was  then  made  of  a  printed  Pamphlet, 
entitled,  The  Cafe  of  the  Hon.  Alexander  Murray ',  &c. 
Lord  Coke  propofed  that  thofe  Parts  only  that  abufed 
the  Juftice  of  Parliament  mould  be  read  j  but  Mr.  5y- 
denhatn  infilled  on  the  whole,  which  was  complied 
with ;  and  a  Noble  Duke,  on  whofe  Proceedings  at 
the  late  Wejlminjler  Election  fome  fevere  Reflections 
were  made  in  it,  being  in  the  Houfe,  thought  proper 
to  retire.  It  v/as  refolved  ne?nlne  coniradicente^  that  the 
fame  was  an  impudent,  malicious,  fcandalous,  and 
feditious  Libel  3  and  agreed  to  addrefs  his  Majeity  to 
give  Orders  to  the  Attorney-General  to  profecute  the 
Author,  Printer,  and  Publifher  of  the  faid  Libel. 

A  Profecution  v/as  accordingly  commenced,  but  an 
independent  Englijh  Jury,  being  convinced  that  the 
Contents  of  the  Pamphlet  were  true,  thought  proper 
to  acquit  the  Publifher,  by  a  Verdict,  of  Not  guilty. 

Nov.  25,  Lord  Barrington  moved  for  10,000  Seamen 
for  the  current  Year ;  and  that  4  /.  per  Man  per  Month 
be  allowed  for  twelve  Months  and  nineteen  Days  [the 
Tear  1752  being  Leap-Tear ',  would  confi/i  of  366  Days, 
did  not  the  New  Style  take  place  in  September,  by  which 
eleven  Days  zvere  cut  ojf,  and  the  Re?nalnder  355  is  juji 
tzvelve  Months  'of  four  Weeks  each  with  nineteen  Days 
added]  including  Ordnance  for  Sea  Service.  '  And  faid 
among  other  Things,  That  the  Situation  of  our  Affairs 
was  much  the  fame  as  lafl  Year ;  that  the  French  were 
not  near  fo  formidable  as  was  imagined  by  fome,  nor 
had  any  Increafe  worthy  Notice  in  their  Shipping ; 
and  that  our  Navy  was  in  as  flourifhing  a  Condition  as 
could  be  ;  yet  he  thought,  upon  the  whole,  we  ought 
to  vote  *  10,000  Seamen  for  the  enfuing  Year. — Re- 
folved, that  10,000  Seamen  be"  employed  for  1752, 
and  that  4/.  per  Man  per  Month  be  allowed  for  their 

*  This  was  two  Thoufand  more  than  the  Gentlemen  in  the  Admi- 
jjiflratian  y.-ouid  cenftnt  to  the  laft  Year. 

Main* 
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Maintenance  for  twelve  Months  and  nineteen  Days9    Anno  1751. 
including  Ordnance  for  Sea  Service. — Refolved  alfo,  ^■"""V"1*'"-* 
that  an  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  ifTue 
a  Proclamation  for  apprehending  Alexander  Murray^ 
with  a  Reward  for  the  fame. 

The  Speech  of  William  Thornton^  Efq;  for  an  Aug- 
mentation of  Seamen,  in  Anfwer  to  Lord  Barrlngton. 
'  Mr.  Speaker, 

c  I  remember  when  this  Matter  was  confidered  in  williamThom- 
the  laftSeiHon,  that  though  fome  very  powerful  Argu- ton,  E%j 
ments  were  urged  for  having  10,000  Seamen  then  voted 
for  the  enfuing  Year,  the  Noble  Lord,  amongfr.  others, 
was  intirely  againft  the  Amotion,  ^Hedging  8000  to  be 
be  fumcient,  and  the  other  2000  were  then  rejected. 
I  mould  have  liked  to  have  heard  fuch  Reafons  as 
would  have  juitified  this  Change  of  Opinion  ;  for 
thofe  which  the  Noble  Lord  hath  aligned,  are  fo  far 
from  proving  the  Enlargement  of  the  Number  of  Sea- 
men neceffary,  that  they  rather  favour  a  Reduction. 
I  do  not  doubt  but  there  are  fuch  Reafons,  if  it  be 
thought  proper  to  communicate  them ;  and,  when 
they  are  communicated,  I  do  not  doubt  they  will  be 
convincing ;  but,  till  then,  uninformed  as  I  am,  I 
fhall  act  confidently  with  myfelf,  and  adhere  to  my 
Rule  of  judging  and  determining  the  laft  Year,  as  I 
do  not  doubt  other  Gentlemen  will ;  therefore,  to  be 
uniform,  I  think  12,000  Seamen  as  necenarynow,  as 
10,000  were  then ;  and  I  move  they  may  be  augmented 
to  12,000  accordingly.  Nor  need  fuch  an  Augmenta- 
tion increafe  the  national  Expence,  for  a  fmall  Reduc- 
tion of  an  ufelefs  ftanding  Army  will  exactly  balance 
the  Account ;  -and  I  have  always  confidered  the  Sea- 
men as  the  moft  natural  Guard  to  this  Country,  and 
am  fure  this  Meafure  will  be  mofl  grateful  to  the 
People  in  general,  who  had  rather  have  20,000  active 
Seamen,  who  can  carry  our  floating  Caftles  all  the 
World  over,  and  render  us  formidable  in  the  moft 
diftant  Parts  of  the  Globe,  than  20,000  idle  Land- 
men, who  only  excite  Terror  and  Averfion  at  home. 

'  I  am  forry  to  differ  {o  widely  from  the  Noble 

Lord,  with  Regard  to  the  Strength  of  the  French  naval 

force  j  I  have  heard  they  are  much  increafed  in  their 
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Anno  1751.  Marine,  that  they  have  feventy-four  Ships  completely 
'  fitted  for  Sea,  and  thirty  more  upon  the  Stocks,  and 
are  improving  every  Branch  of  their  Marine  in  an  ex- 
traordinary Manner,  by  the  utmoft  Effort  of  their 
Policy,  and  their  Power;  and  therefore,  till  I  am 
better  informed  how  the  Cafe  Hands,  I  muff  be  for 
keeping  up  a  Number  of  Seamen  fuflicient  to  continue 
us  univerfal  Monarchs  of  the  Sea.  I  myfelf  have 
heard  the  French  fay,  they  dreaded  us  on  that  Ac- 
count ;  for  what  we  are  in  Reality  at  Sea,  they  are 
upon  Land  only  in  Idea.  Here  Nature  hath  pointed 
out  our  Way  to  Superiority,  therefore  it  mould  be 
purfued.  Our  Navy  hath  done  us  important  and  fig- 
nal  Services  on  many  Occafions,  therefore  it  mould  be 
animated  and  fupported  ;  the  Sea  is  our  proper  Ele- 
ment, the  Navy  our  natural  Strength  and  Defence  : 
Therefore  I  move  that  the  Number  of  Seamen  for  the 
Service  of  the  Year  1752,  fhall  be  12,000.' 

This  Motion  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Beckford^  but 
carried  for  10,000  only. 

Nov.  26,  Mr.  Comptroller  acquainted  the  Houfe, 
that  hisMajefty  was  pleafed  to  give  immediate  Orders 
for  a  Proclamation  for  apprehending  the  Hon.  Alex- 
ander Murray )  Efq;  with  a  Promife  of  a  Reward, 
agreeable  to  their  Addrefs  of  the  Day  before.  But  he 
was  gone  to  France. 

The  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Pelham  moved  that  the  Land- 
Tax  might  be  continued  at  35,  in  the  Pound.  He  was 
feconded  by  Lord  Strange. 

It  was  argued  for  the  Motion,  That  the  Exigencies 
of  the  State  required  fo  large  a  Sum  as  was  mentioned, 
which  muft  be  made  up,  either  out  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  or  by  continuing  the  1  s.  upon  the  Land,  which 
the  Gentlemen,  who  oppofed  continuing  the  Land- 
Tax  at  3-r.  in  the  Pound  laflYear,  did  then  acquiefce 
in,  being  promifed  it  mould  be  reduced  to  2  s.  this 
Year,  and  the  Sum  of  500,000/.  if  wanted,  to  be 
taken  out  of  the  Surplus  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  if  that 
fhould  be  thought  the  moft  eligible  Alternative  ;  but, 
when  Gentlemen  were  put  in  Mind  of  that  Affair  this 
Year,  it  was  alledged,  that  to  take  fo  large  a  Sum 
from  the  Sinking  Fund,   would  alarm  the  monied  Irt- 

tereft3 
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tereft,  and  be  deemed  a  Breach  of  Parliamentary  Faith.   Anno  1751, 
In  fhort,  the  landed  Men  were  not  to  expect  that  their  U**-v-"— ' 
Burden  would  ever  be  made  lighter  than  it  is. 

There  was  no  Mention  made  of  reducing  needlefs 
Offices,  or  Expences  of  any  kind,  which  had  been 
urged  as  the  beft  Ways  and  Means  for  the  Public ;  but 
fome  Gentlemen  fhewed  a  great  Delicacy,  as  they  al- 
ways do  when  fuch  Topicks  are  upon  the  Anvil, 
though  they  difcover  none  when  extravagant  Demands 
are  made  upon  the  Public. 

William  Thornton^  Efq;  got  up  and  faid , 
«  Mr.  Speaker, 

*  Having  been  interrupted  the  Day  before,  I  takeWiltfamThora- 
this  Opportunity  of  declaring  my  Sentiments  moreton>  Efl> 
fully,    upon   the   prefent  Meafure  of  continuing  the 
Land-Tax  at  $s.  in  the  Pound  for  the  next  Year.     I 

am  forry  to  fee  any  Alteration  in  the  Opinion  of  Gen- 
tlemen fince  the  laft  Seffion,  in  regard  to  reducing 
the  Land-Tax  to  2  s.  in  the  Pound,  as  we  were  then 
made  to  believe  it  would  be ;  this  falfe  Hope  has  in- 
creafed  the  Grievance,  by  the  Vexation  of  a  Difap- 
pointment ;  and  as  it  is  now  infinuated  that  this 
Grievance  will  never  be  removed,  the  Difappointment 
is  aggravated  by  Defpair ;  at  the  fame  Time  not  one 
plaufible  Reafon  is  affigned  for  continuing  it,  nor  can 
I  fuggefl  any,  fave  the  Difference  in  the  Book  of 
Numbers,  which  can  poffibly  caufe  fuch  a  Change  of 
Opinion. 

*  I  am  fure  a  Reduction  of  is,  in  the  Pound  would, 
at  this  Time,  be  very  grateful  to  the  landed  Intereft, 
confidering  the  Lofs  it  hath  fuftained  amongft  the 
Cattle,  and  the  Burthen  it  hath  fo  long  borne ;  and 
a  Relaxation  of  1  s.  only  for  a  Year,  would  make  it 
more  tolerable,  becaufe  it  might  induce  the  People  to 
hope  it  would  not  be  perpetual. 

6  The  Land-Tax  itfelf  is  fo  very  partial  a  Tax, 
that  any  other  Method  of  raifing  Money  is  preferable 
to  it ;  for  he  who  pays  it,  in  fact  pays  doubly,  be- 
caufe he  pays  his  Proportion  to  every  other  Tax  be- 
fides  ;  and  the  prefent  Manner  of  afleffing  it  is  unequal 
and  unjuft,  taxing  that  upon  the  Landlords,  who  re- 
ceive pnly.  twenty  Millions  a  Year,  which  ought  to  he  . 

upon 
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Anno  175 1.  upon  the  fixty  Millions,  the  annual  Produce  of  the 
whole  Land.  This  Method  of  taxing  hath  made  the 
Tax  a  greater  Burthen  than  it  needs  to  be,  by  railing 
it  in  a  Manner  quite  contrary  to  the  Letter  and  Spirit 
of  the  A£t.  All  Taxes  do  n6t  come  finally  on  Land, 
according  to  a  Notion  which  prevails  among  fome 
Gentlemen ;  for,  if  they  do,  then  is  this  Debate  upon 
the  Alternative  needlefs;  I  therefore  think  it  impolitic 
to  load  the  Land  at  any  Time,  unlefs  in  Cafe  of  Ne- 
ceflity ;  but  moll  impolitic  now,  fince  the  500,000/. 
may  fo  eafily  be  fupplied  another  Way. — The  Alterna- 
tive, once  propofed,  may  be  chofen,  or  the  Number 
of  Places  and  Salaries  may  be  leffened,  and  ufelefs  Ser- 
vants may  be  difmiffed  ;  but  the  felf-denying  Ordinance 
is  long  fince  given  up  by  Gentlemen  ;  and  it  be- 
ing refolved  that  we  muft  raife  that  Sum,  the 
only  Queftion  now  is,  in  what  Manner  it  mould  be 
done  ? 

*  But  as  I  think  a  Competion  betwixt  the  landed 
and  monied  Intereft  at  this  Time  very  improper,  I 
fhall  not  dwell  upon  it.  I  have  obferved,  that  the 
monied  Intereft.  is  fleeced  one  Year,  and  the  landed 
another;  and  I  judge  it  beft,  for  their  mutual  Intereft, 
to  unite  againft  the  common  Enemy  ;  though  I  can^- 
rtot  help  putting  Gentlemen  in  Mind,  that  the  landed 
Intereft  did  not  invite  the  War,  and  that  it  merits 
greatly  of  the  monied  Intereft  for  ftanding  Co  firmly 
by  it  in  the  Time  of  Danger  5  and  it  would  be  but 
juft  if  the  Houfe  would  divert  Part  of  the  Revenue, 
for  one  Year,  in  Eafe  of  Land,  notwithstanding  what 
another  Hon.  Gentleman  has  thrown  out  to  the  con- 
trary, about  the  public  Creditors  taking  Umbrage  at 
it.  I  am  confident  there  is  no  Colour  for  that  Sug- 
geftion,  for  the  Hon.  Gentleman  knows  very  well 
that,  fo  far  from  their  complaining  of  fuch  an  Appli- 
cation as  a  Breach  of  Parliamentary  Faith,  the  Houfe 
cannot  give  greater  Pleafure  to  the  Creditors  of  the 
Public,  than  by  letting  them  know  their  Money  mail 
be  continued  longer ;  and  the  Adrniniftration  here  is 
very  remarkable,  for,  by  chufing  this  Method,  it 
hath  an  Opportunity  of  obliging  both  the  landed  and 
£he  monied  Intereft  -,  if  the  Regard  expreffed  for  the 
monied  Intereft  hath  been  real,  why  was  not  that 
2,  Oppoy- 
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Opportunity  embraced  ?  I  here  venture  to  affign  the   Anno  1751. 
true  Reafon. 

*  The  Surplufes  of  the  Funds  belong  already  to  the 
Administration  by  indefeafible  Right,-  confequently  to 
take  from  the  Funds  to  eafe  the  Land  is  no  Profit  to 
fome  Gentlemen,  the  Funds  being  already  in  their 
Clutches.  The  1  s.  more  upon  Land  is  an  immediate 
Acquifition  to  them,  therefore  they  feek  it ;  and  their 
Abettors  are  influenced  by  Doctrines  built  on  felf- 
evident  Principles,  give  much^  that  much  may  be  given 
unto  you  ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  fpecious  Promifes 
thrown  out,  of  good  Ufe  to  be  made  of  the  Money, 
when  it  is  raifed  in  their  own  Way,  and  of  fair  Ac- 
counts for  it  after  it  mail  be  fpent,  yet  I  am  apprehen- 
sive that  the  old  Management  will  Still  fubfiit  -9  it  be- 
ing to  be  trufted  in  the  Hands  of  Perfons  who,  I  am 
convinced,  if  all  the  Gravel  in  England  was  Gold, 
and  they  the  Managers  of  it,  would  fquander  it,  and 
not  account  at  all  :  I  therefore  coniider  it  as  funk 
into  the  great  Gulph  which  has  abforbed  fo  many 
Millions,  and  from  which  not  a  Mite  has  ever  been 
recovered ;  and,  confidering  how  Things  are  circum- 
stanced now,  I  muft  acknowledge  the  Lenity  of  the 
Administration,  in  not  requiring  ijs.  out  of  twenty, 
and  leaving  the  People  only  the  three. 

6  An  Hon.  Gentleman,  Sir,  hath,  indeed,  thrown 
out  Hopes  of  Comfort  for  us,  that  our  Debts  may  be 
paid  off  in  iixty  Years,  and  that  then  there  may  be  a 
Relaxation  of  the  Land-Tax ;  but  it  is  a  melancholy 
Reflection  to  the  landed  Man,  who  is  to  wait  fo  long 
for  the  Accomplishment  of  thefe  Hopes,  that  without 
good  GEconomy  and  HoneSty  in  all  the  Administrations 
intervening,  they  will  at  laft  be  difappointed.  For 
my  Part,  I  am  not  fo  fanguine  as  to  flatter  myfelf 
with  fuch  Expectations,  confidering  what  hath  hap- 
pened in  former  Times,  and  even  in  the  twenty  Years 
preceding  the  War,  the  Debt  then  being  only  fifty 
Millions,  and  fo  little  paid  off.  I  have  not  Warmth 
of  Imagination  enough  to  believe  that  Perfons,  inured 
and  accomplished  in  every  Art,  will  have  fo  much 
Integrity  as  to  do  better  for  the  future,  incumbered  as 
we  are  with  Debts,  to  the  Amount  of  eighty  Milli- 
ons -}   nay5  fo  little  do  I  prefume  on  Hopes  of  the 

goo4 


C      K      ] 

Anno  1751.  good  CEconomy  of  Perfons  in  Office,  or  to  be  in 
Office,  under  the  Government,  that  I  declare  before 
this  Hon.  Houfe,  I  had  rather  give  thofe  Perfons  igs. 
without  Account,  than  truft  twenty  with  themj 
for  I  look  upon  every  Shilling,  withheld  from  ra- 
pacious Hands,  as  clear  Gain :  For  I  have  always 
thought  that  a  generous  and  public-fpirited  People 
were  the  beft  Caftiiers  for  the  Government,  as  we  ex- 
perienced in  the  laft  Rebellion ;  when  it  was  remark- 
able, at  the  Time  the  Danger  was  moft  preffing,  that 
the  People  fubfcribed  largely  and  chearfully,  in  De- 
fence of  our  happy  Eftabiifhment ;  and  the  Perfons 
in  Office  but  little.  It  hath  indeed  been  afferted  that 
they  fubfcribed  nothing;  but  this,  if  true,  cannot  be 
fuppofed  to  proceed  from  want  of  Affection  to  his 
Majefty ;  it  muft  rather  be  imputed  to  the  Greatnefs 
of  their  Hurry  and  Confufion,  and  the  great  Concern 
they  felt  for  the  Safety  of  their  gracious  Mafter,  in 
that  arduous  and  critical  Time,  which  fo  difconcerted 
them,  as  to  make  them  omit  teftifying  their  Zeal  in 
the  moft  effectual  Manner.  The  former  affectionately 
tendered  their  Lives  and  Fortunes  in  the  Defence  of 
their  King  and  Country,  in  the  Day  of  Trial ;  the, 
latter  contented  themfelves  with  paying  their  Addreffes 
at  Court.  But  as  I  am  fenfible  they  have  been  watch- 
ing for  a  proper  Opportunity  of  rectifying  this  Mif- 
take,  and  atoning  ever  fince  for  their  Deficiency,  I 
am  fure,  they  will  unanimoufly  concur  with  me  in  the 
Motion  I  make,  that  the  Houfe  fhould  recommit  the 
Report,  in  order  to  give  an  Opportunity  to  thofe 
Gentlemen  who  have  Places,  Penfions,  and  Emolu- 
ments from  his  Majefty,  to  fubfcribe  the  Money,  now 
wanted  to  be  raifed  upon  the  landed  Intereft,  out  of 
their  Salaries  ;  an  Opportunity  which,  I  am  affured, 
they  will  eagerly  improve,  and  return  me  Thanks  for 
contributing  to  afford  it ;  their  Zeal  on  fuch  Occafions 
being,  beyond  Competition,  more  fervent  and  exalte^ 
for  his  Majefty,  and  the  People's  Good,  than  the 
£eal  of  thofe  who  receive  no  Emoluments  of  any 
)cind.' 

Mr.  Sydenham  feconded  the  Motion,  and  fpoke  to 
the  fame  Effect,  and  concluded  his  Speech  with  fay- 
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Lie  heavy  on  him  Landy  for  he  Anno  175  u 

Laid  many  a  heavy  Load  on  thee* 

Upon  which  the  Committee  divided,  50  odd  for 
Mr.  Pelhams  Motion,  and  19  againft  it. 

'  Nov.  28,  the  Secretary  at  War  moved  that  18,857 
Land-Forces  be  employed  for  1752,  and  18 15  Invalids, 
which  was  the  fame  Number  that  was  voted  laft  Year, 
becaufe,  as  he  faid,  Affairs  remained  in  pretty  much 
the  fame  Situation. 

He  was  feconded  by  an  Hon.  Gentleman,  now  a 
Noble  Lord,  who  faid  amongft  other  Things,  c  That 
there  ought  always  to  be  as  great  a  Number  kept  up 
as  we  have  at  prefent,  unlefs  zve  had  a  Force  of  another 
kind  in  the  room  of  them?  The  chief  Reafon  urged  by 
other  Gentlemen  for  keeping  up  fo  great  an  Army, 
was,  the  Danger  apprehended  from  our f elves ;  that  the 
People  might  create  Diflurbances  on  a  fudden,  and 
that  there  was  much  to  be  feared  from  the  Diflike 
fhewn  by  them  to  the  Government.  That  the  Increafe 
of  DifafFe&ion  was  apparent  by  their  cenfuring  and 
canvafiing  fo  freely  the  Conduct  of  their  Superiors. 

Hereupon  William  Thornton^  Efq;  flood  up  and 
faid,  There  ought  to  be  weighty  Reafons  affigned  for 
keeping  up  fo  great  a  Number  of  Soldiers  in  Time  of 
Peace;  that  nothing  but  Neceffity  could  juftify  the 
Meafure;  that  little  or  no  Reafon  had  been  {hewn  laft 
Year,  and  lefs  this,  for  keeping  up  fo  large  a  Num- 
ber, and  fo  modelled ;  that  he  was  lefs  fatisfied  than 
ever  of  the  good  Ufe  intended  to  be  made  of  them, 
efpecially  when  it.  was  averred,  that  they  were  kept  up 
againjl  ourfelves9  which  could  not  fail  of  alarming,  in 
the  moft  ferious  Manner,  every  true  Lover  of  his 
Country,  nor  of  exciting  the  moft  grating  Reflections 
in  a  generous,  open,  difcerning  People.  Though 
fome  might  find  their  Account,  by  fuch  falfe  Sug- 
geftions,  in  making  the  People  ill  with  his  Majefty 
and  the  Government,  in  order  to  make  themfelves 
neceffary,  it  was  his  Endeavour  to  expofe  and  render 
fuch  Artifices  of  no  Effect ;  and  he  did  aver  there 
never  was  a  Time  when  there  was  lefs  Occafion  for 
fuch  an  Imputation.     He  did  affert  there  never  was  a 

Prince 
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Anno  1751.  Prince  more  beloved  by  any  People  than  his  prefent 
Majefly  was  by  his,  therefore  he  was  certain  20,000 
of  fuch  Men  mull  be  a  great  deal  too  many  for  any 
good  Purpofe ;  when  he  confidered  every  Poft  in 
Church  and  State  had  been  filled  up,  by  the  prefent 
happy  Eftablimment,  with  Perfons  of  undoubted  good 
Principles,  and  every  Family  in  the  Kingdom  almoft, 
one  Way  or  other,  obliged  to  the  Family  on  the 
Throne,  which  has  rendered  the  Government  more 
firmly  eftablifhed  than  ever. 

For  thefe  Reafons  he  was  fure  neither  the  King 
nor  the  People  flood  in  need  of  this  great  Army  for 
their  Security,  though  a  certain  Set  of  Men  might. 
The  Model  of  it  at  prefent  was  terrible,  fo  adapted 
for  Deftruction,  by  being  fet  apart  and  feparated  from 
the  People  ;  the  new  Creation  of  a  Staff  to  be  main- 
tained in  Time  of  Peace,  and  the  Regiment  of  1200 
Men  for  the  Train,  artfully  couched  under  dubious 
Words  to  make  the  People  believe  there  are  only 
18857  Men,  which,  with  other  Innovations,  made  it 
a  complete  Army  ready  for  Action,  an  Army  in  Can- 
toonment  the  fame  as  in  the  Field,  fo  that  one  could 
not  help  dreading  the  Confequence ;  on  which  Ac- 
count he  had  rofe  up  to  enter  his  Proteji  againjl  this 
Meafure,  and  to  hold  forth  his  Tejlimony,  and  to  apprize 
Gentlemen  and  the  World,  that  the  Army  being  art- 
fully  called  18857  Men^  was,  in  Reality,  above  50,000 
Men ;  and  to  remind  them,  that  the  Navy,  or  natu- 
ral Security,  was  much  flighted,  which  did  not  look 
well ;  that  bearing  a  fmail  Proportion  to  this  idle* 
unwieldy,  unneceffary,  Force,  confifting  of  feventy-feven 
Regiments,  thirty- feven  of  them  in  Ireland^  only  fup- 
pofed  to  be  i2,qoo  Men,  but  reported  to  be  1 8,000, 
and  fome  of  them  Regiments  of  OfHcers,  the  very 
Method  of  our  arbitrary  Neighbours  the  French,  by 
which  they  may  at  Pleafure,  imperceptibly  to  us,  be 
increafed  to  37,000  Men.  «  Can  it  be  faid,  there  is  no 
Meaning  in  this  ?  Can  this  expenfive  Method  of  keep- 
ing up  Officers  be  done  without  a  View,  in  our  Cir- 
cumftance  ?  And  are  they  only  for  the  People's  Good 
and  Prefervation  ?  If  there  are  other  Motives,  they 
cannot  be  good  ones. 

Integer 


Integer  Vita  feeler  ifque  purus  g  Anno  JW* 

Non  eget  Mauri  jaculls  nee  arciu 

c  Sir,  let  us,  atleaft,  not  adopt  that  damned  Ma- 
chiavilian  Doctrine,  that  a  free  People  cannot  be  governed 
hut  by  Force,  who  may  fo  eafily  be  won  by  Love  and 
Affection.  An  Army,  Sir,  was  never  kept  up  in  any 
Country  in  Time  of  Peace,  but,  fooner  or  later,  it 
was  ufed  againft  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  and  at 
laft  enflaved  them. 

c  Sir,  I  lament  that  the  People  of  this. Country 
have  now  too  unequal  Terms  to  contend  upon,  for 
fecuring  their  Properties  and  their  Independency.  Ma- 
chiavil  fays,  Iron  will  prevail  over  Gold;  but,  by 
this  Army  added  to  the  other  Power,  our  Managers 
poffefs  both — fo  are  regardlefs  of  Complaints,  and  of 
gratifying  the  juft  Expectations  of  the  People.  To 
whom  can  they  fly  for  Refuge,  or  from  whom  can 
they  expect:  Redrefs,  if  not  from  Perfons  now  at 
the*  Helm  of  Affairs,  famed  through  the  Land  for 
being  the  Supporters  of  Liberty,  and  for  their  De- 
teftation  of  Tyranny  and  Oppreflion  ? 

c  If  the  People  do  complain,  perhaps  they  have  jufl 
Caufe  for  fo  doing ;  feeling  numberlefs  Burthens  and 
Taxes  laid  upon  them,  chiefly  to  fupport  needlefs 
Offices  and  Places  at  immenfe  Salaries;  the  People 
are  fenfible  of  it,  by  their  being  generally  occupied 
by  Perfons  of  loofe  Lives,  without  Abilities,  who) 
make  them  Sine-cures,  or,  at  moft,  appoint  Deputies, 
at  fmall  Salaries,  to  tranfact  them;  they  complain 
their  Reprefentatives  are  debauched  from  them,  that 
Tax-Majlers  vote  Taxes,  that  the  Army  vote  the  Army  ; 
in  fhort,  Cuncli  poene  Patres  clamant  periffe  pudorem.  I 
muft  confefs,  I  almoft  defpair  of  any  Good  to  be  done 
in  this  detefted  Age,  or  of  any  Reformation,  fo  many 
having  drank  of  Circe's  fell  Cup,  the  Cup  of  Corrup- 
tion, that  they  are,  imperceptibly  to  themfelves,  be- 
come Monfters,  and  glory  in  it;  that  I  almoft  join 
in  with  Jugurthd's  Reflection  when  he  left  Rome, 
XJrbem  venakm  &  mature  perituram  ft  Emptorem  inve- 
nerit. 

c  Perfons  trained  up  in  the  Principles  of  Liberty 
can  ill  brook  this  new  Doctrine,  of  being  retained  in 

Sub- 
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Anno  1751.  Subjeftion  by  an  Army ;  having  imbibed  other  Notions 
in  their  Education,  fo  ftrong  as  not  to  be  able  to  di- 
vert, themfelves  of  them ;  that  he,  for  one,  did  deteft 
and  abhor  the  Men  that  would  offer  it,  and  did  de- 
clare, Manus  hie  intmica  Tyrannis.  Could,  Sir,  our 
Forefathers,  at  the  Revolution,  have  conceived  that 
their  much-boafted  and  dear-purchafed  Liberty  Would 
have  ended  in  a  large  {landing  Army,  as  a  Protection 
for  Bureaux  and  Paclors^  from  the  Remonftrances  of 
their  much-injured  Pofterity,  and  faddledwith  a  Debt 
of  eighty  Millions ;  would  they  have  called  that  a 
Deliverance?  They  would  fcarce  have  thought  the  Al- 
ternative a  valuable  Consideration.  Though  I  mould 
allow,  Sir,  there  is  no  Intention  in  fome  of  our 
Managers  to  enflave  us,  it  will  be  but  a  melancholy 
Reflection,  when  it  does  happen,  towards  alleviating 
the  diftrefied,  to  fay,  it  was  not  intended.  Is  it  not 
a  fevere  Imputation  upon  thofe  v/ho  have  every  Ad- 
vantage to  make  themfelves  efteemed  by,  as  the 
Difpofal  of  all  the  Revenue,  Polls,  and  Preferments 
in  the  Realm,  to  call  out  for  a  Military  to  fupport 
their  Meafures  againft  the  Hate  of  the  People  ?  Does 
it  not  convey  fomething  as  if  they  were  not  the  beft 
Managers  in  the  World  ? 

*  Perfons  in  high  Stations,  furrounded  by  Flatter- 
ers and  Sycophants,  are  much  impofed  upon,  and  im- 
pofe  upon  themfelves,  by  imagining  their  Actions  are 
not,  and  ought  not  to  be  fcanned  by  the  People  ; 
they  flatter  themfelves  they  are  approved.  Much  in 
the  Manner  of  a  Story  I  have  heard  of  a  certain 
Efquire,  oppreffive  and  arbitrary  in  his  Neighbour-' 
hood,  where  he  baihawed  it  away,  had  good  Eating 
and  Drinking,  for  the  Sake  of  which  many  Perfons 
reforted  to  him,  who  always  faid  as  he  faid,  com- 
mended all  his  Faults,  and  told  him  they  were  Virtues, 
and  that  the  whole  Country  admired  him  ;  and  flat- 
tered him  continually,  for  the  Sake  only  of  what  they 
could  get  from  him. 

*  He,  not  long  after,  put  it  to  the  Terr,  by  fally- 
ing  out  into  a  neighbouring  Village,  where,  inftead 
of  Paeans  and  Shouts  of  Joy,  he  was  faluted  with 
Dirt  and  dead  Dogs,  and  pelted  out  of  the  Village 
with  rotten  Eggs,     He  came  home  vaftly  difconcerted 

and 
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and  dejected,  and  accofted  his  Parfon,  who  had  been  Anno  1751.. 
one  of  the  forwarder!  of  his  Flatterers,  How  now,  *—*"V"""— ^ 
Parfon,  fays  he,  did  not  you  tell  me  how  much  I  was  ad- 
mired, and  you  fee  ivhat  has  happened f9  Upon  this  feve- 
ral  Members  cried  out,  The  Story,  the  Story.  Where- 
upon Mr.  Thornton  flood  up  again,  and  repeated  it, 
and  then  proceeded : 

*  Sir,  I  fhall  leave  the  Application  to  the  Houfe, 
and  conclude  with  imploring  Gentlemen,  if  they  have 
any  Bowels  for  their  Country,  any  Affection  for  his 
Majefty,  and  for  his  Family  being  long  amongft  us, 
or  any  Regard  for  the  Liberties  of  their  Pofterity,  to 
reduce  the  Army,  and  to  lefTen  thereby  our  numerous 
Taxes.'  He  was  therefore  for  the  lefTer  Number,  be- 
ing 15,000  only,  and  added,  he  had  received  great 
Pleafure  from  fome  favourable  Words  thrown  out  by 
an  Hon.  Gentleman,  of  a  Force  of  another  kind;  he 
hoped  he  meant  a  Militia.  He  faid,  he  did  engage 
himfelf  to  that  Hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Houfe,  that 
he  would  offer  that  Force  immediately,  by  prefenting 
a  Bill  for  that  Purpofe  to  the  Houfe,  and  he  hoped  he 
fhould  have  his  Affiftance  and  Concurrence  in  fo  good 
a  Deiign. 

In  this  Debate  Sir  jfohn-Hynde  Cotton  obferved,  That 
we  wanted  a  greater  Number  of  Troops  to  fupport 
the  Nation  in  her  prefent  flourifhing  Condition,  than 
ever  was  known  in  any  Period  of  profound  Peace.  To 
which  Dr.  Lee  made  Anfwer,  That  the  Situation  of 
Affairs  was  now  much  changed  by  the  Death  of  two 
great  Princes,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  Prince  of  • 
Orange,  and  the  Birth  of  a  Duke  of  Burgundy  ;  and 
therefore  common  Prudence  required  that  the  Nation 
fhould  never  be  unprepared. 

Norborne  Berkeley,  Efq;  (now  Lord  Bottetourt)  then 
ftood  up,  and  made  the  following  Reply  to  Dr.  Lee. 
*  Mr.  Speaker, 

c  I  do  not  Hand  up  to  oppofe  a  ftanding  Army  in  Norborne 
general,  but  to  give  fome  Reafons,  why  I  think  theBerke*ey>  E^3 
fmaller  Number  on  your  Paper,  at  this  Time,  more 
eligible  than  the  greater ;  and  muff  own,  I  was  in 
great  Hopes  the  Gentlemen  on  the  other  Side  of  the 
Houfe,  would  have  alfo  been  of  my. Opinion;  efpe- 
.    Vol.  V.  C  dally, 
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^n»o  175 1.  «ially,  a*  they  have  concurred  with  us,-  in  augment- 
ing the  Sea  Forces,  which  we  laft  Year  fo  ftrenuoufly 
contended  for. 

«  As  a  {landing  Army  has  on  all  Hands  been  allowed 
to  be  a  neceffary  Evil,  why  mould  we  not  make  that 
Evil  as  fmall  as  poflible  ?  EFpecially  as  the  public 
Tranquillity,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  makes  the 
prefent  Time  as  reafonable  for  a  Reduction  of  it,  as 
any  that  can  be  propofed  -y  and  the  immenfe  national 
Debt,  and  Preffure  which  both  Land  and  Commerce 
fuller,  from  the  Load  of  Taxes  laid  on  them,  fhould 
recommend  the  greateft  CEconomy  to  us. 

*  But  were  our  Coffers  full,  and  did  not  the  Exi- 
gency of  the  State  require  it ;  has  not  Great-Britain 
a  more  natural  Force,  and  which  juftly  claims  all  the 
Money  we  can  poffibly  fpare  it  ?  A  Force  which  ha* 
been  attended  with  Succefs,  not  only  in  former  Wars , 
but  even  in  the  laft ;  and  which  enabled  us  to  make 
the  Peace  we  did  ?  As  therefore  the  16,000  Men  pro- 
pofed, will  anfwer  all  the  Ends  intended  by  an  Army, 
m  Time  of  Peace  ;  and  as  that  Number  may  foon  be 
augmented  on  any  Emergency  ;  why  fhould  the  Offer^ 
though  of  a  fmall  Saving,  be  rejected,  when  the 
Weight  of  Taxes  the  Public  has  long,  and  patiently, 
groaned  under,  may  make  them  hope  their  Reprefen- 
tatives  will  eafe  them  from  the  moft  unneceffary  Ex~ 
pences  of  Government. 

*  I  muft  beg  Leave, to  fay,  I  think  the  Examples 
brought  from  ancient  and  modern  Hiftory,  by  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  under  the  Gallery,  are  not  parallel 
to  the  prefent  Queftion  ;  for  the  Conteft  is  not  to  dif- 
band  the  whole  Army,  but  Whether  16,000  Men  are 
not  fufficient  to  anfwer  all  the  Ends  of  Government 
in  a  Time  of  profound  Peace  ?  And  indeed,  was  an 
indifferent  Perfon,  who  was  unacquainted  with  our 
advantageous  Situation,  to  hear  our  Debates  To-day; 
I  am  apt  to  think  he  would  be  induced  to  imagine  us 
a  Parliament  of  fdfrie  State  on  the  Continent ;  or  at 
leaft,  if  he  was  acquainted  with  it,  muft  conclude, 
We  had  entirely  forgot  that  Great-Britain  was  an 
Ifland ;  which  is,  arid  in  all  Probability  will  continue 
fo,  as  long  as  I  livfc. 

«  I  do 
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*  I  do  not  oppofe  the  largeft  Number  of  Troops  Anno  1751, 
propofed,  from  any  Sufpicion,  that  either  hisMajefty,  I— — \~».  — > 
or  the  prefent  Gentlemen  that  compofe  it,  will  ever 
turn  that  Force  againft  the  Liberty  of  the  Subject, 
which  is  maintained  for  its  Defence  ;  as  moil  of  thofe 
Gentlemen  are  either  of  the  higheft  Birth,  or  have 
confiderable  Properties  of  their  own  ;  but  becaufe  I 
have  neither  heard  any  Reafons  afiigned,  nor  can  fug- 
geft  any  from  the  prefent  Debate,  of  Weight  enough 
to  induce  me  to  think  that  the  fmalleft  Number  is  not 
adequate  to  the  Ends  propofed ;  and  therefore  mall 
give  my  Vote  for  the  fmalleft  Number.5 

The  Queftion  was  now  put,  and  it  was  carried  for 
the  Motion  by  108  againft  43. 

Mr.  Thornton  having  promifed,  at  the  Conclusion  of 
his  Speech  in  this  Debate,  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  make 
the  Militia  more  ufeful^  he  accordingly  ftood  up,  and 
made  the  following  Speech. 
c  Mr.  Speaker, 

c  From  a  thorough  Conviction  of  the  Neceffity  of  WMiamThOrfc.. 
the  Meafure  which  lam  about  to  propofe,  and  accord-  ton>  if(l> 
ing  to  my  Declaration  in  a  late  Debate,  I  rife  up,  in 
the  Integrity  of  my  Heart,  to  move  this  Hon.  Houfe 
that  fomething  may  be  done  to  render  the  Militia  more 
ufeful. 

'  It  is,  indeed,  with' great  Diffidence  that  I  take 
upon  me  fo  important  a  Concern  in  the  Prefence  of  fo 
many  Gentlemen  of  fuperior  Abilities  :  But,  how- 
ever weak  my  Attempt,  I  hope  that  my  Intention  will 
appear  to  be  fuch  as  becomes  a  faithful  Subject,  and 
a  Lover  of  his  Country.  I  hope,  Sir,  that  the  being 
firft  in  Arms,  and  firft  in  the  Field  to  oppcfe  the  late 
Rebellion,  at  the  Head  of  a  Sort  of  Militia  (for  fuch 
they  were)  will  excufe  my  being  firft  in  a  Propofal  for 
rendering  the  Militia  more  able  to  defend  their  Coun- 
try, if  the  like  Emergency  fhould  again  happen  :  And 
that  the  Sincerity  of  my  %eal  will  atone  for  the  Flain- 
nefs  of  my  Addreis,  and  the  Irregularity  of  my  Ar- 
guments. 

i  I  have  endeavoured,  Sir,  as  I  thought  it  my  Duty, 
to  make  myielf  Mailer  of  the  excellent  Laws  of  our 

C  2  An- 
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Anno  1751.    Anceftors  for  regulating  the  Militia  of  tills  Country, 
and  have  fearched  into  the  Caufes  which  have  ren- 
dered this  Militia  weak  and  contemptible.     As  thefe 
Caufes  will  be  eafily  comprehended,  and  the  Faults  in 
our  Laws,  which  produced  them,  may  be  eafily  point- 
ed out,  the  Remedy  will  not  be  either  difficult  or  te- 
dious.    I  muft  not,  however,    omit  to  take  Notice 
that  the  Militia  Laws  have  been  fpoiled  by  Defign, 
fome  villainous  Claufes  having  been  artfully  intruded 
into  them,  which  were  previouily  known  to  be  fuch 
as  would  render  them  intirely  ufelefs.     As  this  can- 
not be  denied,  I  perfuade  myfelf,  that,  after  a  very 
little  Reflection,  every  Gentleman  prefent  will  con- 
cur in  my  Opinion,  that  fome  Alteration  is  necefiary 
with  refpecl  to  our  Militia,  either  to  commence  now, 
or  at  a  more  convenient  Seafon^    or  at  leafc  at  an  Eve  of 
a  Commotion,  when  their  Affiftance  fhall  be  wanted 
to  furmount  the  Danger  which  we  would  not  prevent. 
If  our  Militia  is  not  to  be  frequently  exercifed,  let 
there  be  fome  Law,  by  which  it  may  be  more  effectu- 
ally raifcd  :  Let  us  no  longer  acknowledge  the  Im- 
portance of  a  Militia  in  the  Preambles  of  many  of 
our  Statutes,  yet  render  this  very  Militia  ineffectual, 
by  fuffering .  1  lich  deftructive  Claufes  to  remain,  as 
will  reduce  the  Statute  itfelf   to    a  mere    Form    of 
Words  and  a  dead  Letter,  to  the  Aftonifhment  of 
other.  Nations,  and  the  Difgrace  of  our  own.     Let 
us,  Sir,  repeal  ail  the  prefent  Laws  concerning  the 
Miiitia,  we  fhall  then  evidently  perceive  our  Naked- 
nefs,  and-  in  what  a  defencelefs  State  they  will  leave 
us;  let  us  no  longer  be  amufed  with  the  Appearance 
of  a  Security  which  they  cannot  give  ;  nothing  more 
furely  than  the  Difcovery  of  our  Danger  is  necefiary 
to   put  us    immediately  upon  our  Guard  ;    nothing 
more  fureiy.  is  necefTary  to  determine  us  to  enacliLaws 
which  fhall   be   in  Effect  what  the  prefent  Laws  are 
only  in  Form  ;  and,  I  hope,  we  (hall,  upon  this  Oc- 
cafion,  remember  the  great  Maxim  of  Co/mo  de  Msdi- 
cis,    from  whom   Machiavel  derived  all   his   political 
'  Knowledge  :  Defer  not  till  To-morrow  what  can  and 
■  engJjt  to  be  done  To-day* 

"  A  Regulation,   Sir,  by  which  our  Country  is  to 
be  defended  againft  Supcrflition  and  Slavery,  agaiiiit 

the 
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the  Fury  of  an  Invafion,  or  the  Rapine  of  Rebellion,    Anno  17.51. 
requires  the  moil  mature  and  difpaflionate  Delibera- 
tion ;  mall   we,  therefore,  defer  this  Regulation  till 
we  hear  the  Drum  of  an  Enemy  beat  to  Arms  ?   Shall 
we  defer  it  till  every  Heart  throbs  with  Apprehenfion, 
and  every  Mind  is  confufed  with  Anxiety  and  Terror  ? 
Till  Impatience  for  obtaining  the  End  mall,  caufe  us 
to  miftake  the  Means  ?  Till  a  Time  when  an  hypo- 
critical Zeal  for  the  Safety  of  the  Public,  taking  Ad- 
vantage of  the  Confufion,  fhall  bring  us  into  greater 
Danger  ?  Were  not  the  very  Claufes  that  have  emaf- 
culated  our  Statutes   relating   to  the   Militia,  intro-. 
duced  in  the  Time  of  public  and  imminent  Danger, 
by  defigning  Men  who,  under  a  Pretence  of  increaf-. 
ing  our  Security,  took  away  what  we  had  ? 

*  Let  us  then  in  this  Interval  of  Tranquillity,  when 
the  Mind  is  at  Leifure  to  examine  and  choofe,  fet 
about  changing  ihefe  ruinous  Claufes  for  fuch  as  will 
be  quite  proper.  Let  us  now  eftablifh  our  Safety  upon 
a  firm  Foundation,  by  palling  fuch  a  Law  as  will  fur- 
nifh  this  Country  with  a  Militia  equally  effective, 
.  more  eafily  raifed,  and  maintained  at  a  Iefs  Ej/pence 
than  that  of  any  other  Nation  in  the  World  ;  let  us 
no  longer  truft  our  Liberty  and  our.  Lives,  our  Reli- 
gion, our  Country,  and  our  Pofterity,  to  a  mercenary 
Army  that  has  no  Motive  to  defend  us  but  its  Pay, 
and  no  Concern  for  our  Liberties,  becaufe  they  have 
given  up  their  own, 

4  If  it  mould  happen,  Sir,  that  a  large  military 
Force  mould  be  fuddenly  wanted,  at  a  Time  when 
the  Parliament  is  not  fitting,  and  his  Majefty  is  abroad, 
how  is  it  to  be  fupplied  ?  Will  not  the  waiting  for  an 
A£t  of  Parliament  produce  the  moil  dangerous  Delay  ? 
And  will  not  the  fame  Inconveniencies  follow  that 
happened  in  the  Year  1745  ?  Inconveniencies  which 
we  now  feel,  and  which  will  probably  be  long  felt  by 
our  Posterity.  A  well  conflituted  Militia,  Sir,  at 
that  Time,  would  have  faved  the  Nation  3,000,000/. . 
and  if  it  be  admitted  that  fuch  a  Militia  would  be  at- 
tended with  an  annual  Expence  to  the  whole  Nation 
of  10,000/.  and  that  there  mould  be  Occafion  to  ufe 
it,  but  once  in  thirty  Years,  which  is  the  Space  be- 
tween the  two  laft  Rebellions,  we  fhould  then  have 
C  3  that 
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that  Service  for  300,000  /.  which  has  coft  us  3,000,000  7. 
and  confequently  fave  (which  would  be  good  CEco- 
nomy  iriftead  of  fuperfluous  Expence)  2,700,000/. 
upon  the  Balance.  Befides,  thofe  whom  the  want  of 
this  Force  might  encourage  to  interrupt  our  Tran- 
quillity, may  be  deterred  from  their  Attempt  by  ob- 
ferving  that  a  new  Regulation  hath  rendered  us  fuffi- 
ciently  formidable  :  To  prevent  is  certainly  Jiill  better 
than  to  cure,  Thefe  Conflderations,  Sir,  appear  fo 
formidable  to  me,  that  I  cannot  think  any  Gentle- 
man will  continue  to  oppofe,  or  even  on  any  Account 
to  delay  the  Meafure  which  they  have  induced  me  to 
undertake  and  recommend. 

-c  But,  Sir,  left  any  Gentleman  mould  doubt  whe- 
ther this  Meafure  be  practicable,  I  fhall  obferve  that 
the  Eftablifhment  of  a  Militia  in  any  Country,  where 
the  People  are  numerous  and  induftrious,  is  not  only 
practicable,  but  eafy.  Switzerland  and  Germany  9  which 
are  poor  Countries,  thinly  inhabited,  have  their  Mili- 
tia, notwithftanding  the  People  muft  be  necejTarily 
diilipated  by  the  great  Extent  of  the  Lands  which 
they  cultivate.  And  is  a  Militia  impoifible  in  Eng- 
land? A  Country  that  is  remarkable  for  its  Fertility, 
and  crouded  with  Men,  where  a  few  Acres  afford  a 
plentiful  Subfiftence,  and  almoft  every  Parilh  could 
furnifh  a  Regiment. 

c  If  it  be  obje£ied,  that  this  Militia  cannot  be  ex* 
ercifed  without  taking  the  Hufbandman  or  the  Manu- 
facturer from  his  Labour,  a  Circumftance  which  can- 
not but  be  hurtful  to  a  trading  Nation  ;  I  anfwer,  our 
Militia  may  be  exercifed  on  Holidays,  according  to 
the  Practice  in  Switzerland y  but  fuppofing  that  two 
Days  in  a  Month  were  to  be  kt  apart  for  this  Pur- 
pofe,  it  is  evident  that  lefs  Labour  would  be  loft  by 
200,000  Militia,  who  would  immediately  return  to 
their  Work  from  their  Exercife,  than  by  20,000  re- 
gular Troops,  who  confider  themfelves  as  Gentlemen 
Soldiers,  and  every  Species  of  Induftry  as  incompati- 
ble with  their  Station,  and  indeed  with  their  Duty. 

«  I  would  not,  however,  be  thought  an  Advocate 

for  the   total  Reduction  of  the  Army.     I  knew  that 

an  Army  is  necefiary,  that  there  muft  be  Guards,  and 

fbmc  Troops  at  cur  Garrifons  \    in  Gibraltar  and  Port 
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Jtfahon,  and  a  fufficient  Number  of  regular  Forces  in  Anno  175^, 
Ireland,  the  Iflands  of  Scotland,  and  the  JVeJi-Indies. 
But,  I  think  fuch  a  Reduction  of  the  Army  is  expe- 
dient as  would  caufe  a  faving,  equivalent  to  the  Ex- 
pence  of  260,000  Militia,  and  that  enough  would  ftill 
remain  for  the  above  Services. 

*  This  Number,  Sir,  of  260,000  for  the  Militia 
was  our  ancient  Contingent,  and,  as  they  are  difperfed 
through  the  feveral  Counties  of  this  Ifland,  will  ef- 
fectually reprefs,  if  not  prevent,  any  Invafion  from 
abroad,  and  quell  every  Difturbance  that  may  be 
fomented  at  home.  They  will  be  always  ready  in 
every  Part  of  the  Kingdom  to  affift  the  Civil  Power, 
as  well  as  to  protect  our  Coafts  from  Infult  3  Coafts 
of  fuch  Extent,  that  if  the  prefent  ftanding  Army 
was  doubled,  it  would  not  be  able  to  fecure  the  Ifland 
from  being  plundered  in  fome  Part  or  other,  by  the 
daring.  Crew  of  a  Buccaneer,  or  a  defperate  Affbcia- 
tion  of  Smugglers.  And  as  it  is  our  Coaft  that  prin- 
cipally makes  a  military  Force  of  any  kind  necefiarvj 
what  muft  be  our  Situation,  when  without  any  Force 
by  which  this  Coaft  can  be  fecured,  and  with  fcarce  a 
fortified  Place  in  the  Kingdom,  we  are  not  able  to 
bring  together  6000  Men  for  the  Defence  of  the  Capi- 
tal upon  a  fudden  and  unexpected  Attack  ?  The 
Marfhals  Belleijle  and  Saxe  both  remarked  that  we  muft 
be  eafily  over-run ;  and  it  is  a  common  Saying  among 
4he  French,  that  England  would  be  only  a  Breakfaft ; 
and  I  ihould  be  forry  if  they  fhould  put  us  to  prove 
the  contrary  before  we  have  a  Militia  eftablifhed. 
Need  we  have  a  better  Hint,  or  a  ftronger  Motive,  to 
provide  for  our  Safety?  Ex  hojle  doceri. 

4  As  to  the  Difficulty  of  reforming  our  Militia,  if 
it  be  faid  that  Experiment  is  againft  me,  and  that  Ex- 
periment is  ftronger  than  Argument;  if  it  be  alledged 
that  former  Attempts  to  eftablifh  a  Militia  have  been 
ineffectual,  it  needs  only  to  be  confidered,  by  what 
Means  thefe  Attempts  have  been  made.  They  were 
made  in  Confequence  of  thofe  very  Statutes  which, 
being  perverted  from  their  primary  Intentions,  are  evi* 
dently  Felo  de  fe  ;  fo  that  the  Militia,  which  was  de- 
signed to  be  a  regular  and  well-difciplined  Body,  is 
C  4.  dege- 
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Anno  ij$t.  degenerated  into  a  mere  Mob  :  But  even  this  Mob  has 
been  known  to  do  good  Service. 

'  I  will  not  trefpafs,  Sir,  upon  the  Indulgence  of 
the  Houfe  by  proving  felf-evident  Proportions  :  It  is 
fufficient  only  to  ftate  them.  It  is  of  abfolute  Necef- 
fity  we  mould  have  a  military  Force  fufficient  to  de- 
fend eleven  Millions  of  People,  and  it  is  acknow- 
ledged on  all  Hands  that  our  prefent  Force  is  not  fuf- 
ficient. There  are  but  three  Ways  by  which  this 
Deficiency  can  be  fupplied  ;  firft,  by  a  regular  Army 
of  Mercenaries ;  fecondly,  by  foreign  Auxiliaries ; 
thirdly,  by  a  Militia.  A  regular  Army  of  Mercena- 
ries we  can  neither  afford  to  pay  for  living  in  Idlenefs, 
nor  fpare  from  the  Trades  in  which  they  would  other- 
wife  be  employed.  The  hiring  of  Auxiliaries  is  at- 
tended with  equal  Expence,  and  is  yet  lefs  to  be  de- 
pended upon  :  For  they  who  may  be  engaged  to  fup- 
ply  Auxiliaries  to  us  may,  when  we  want  them,  be 
Scarce  able  to  defend  themfelves,  as  was  the  Cafe  in 
the  unhappy  Year  1745.  Auxiliaries  may  alfo  be 
bought  off  by  our  Enemy  at  the  very  Minute  we  want 
them,  or  fent  under  Reftriclions  which  will  render 
them  wholly  unferviceable.  There  needs  not,  indeed, 
any  Argument  to  prove  a  Meafure  to  be  impolitic, 
which  has  already  incumbered  us  with  Debts  that  it 
is  fcarce  poffible  we  mould  pay,  and  has  reduced  our 
Neighbours  the  Dutch  into  yet  more  deplorable  Poverty 
and  Diftrefs. 

c  A  Militia  which  would  defend  us  by  Men  of  Pro- 
perty, whofe  Intereff.  is  involved  in  that  of  their 
Country,  and  who  would  only  circulate  their  Pay, 
and  not  carry  it  abroad,  muft  be  our  only  Refource. 
Such  a  Militia,  Sir,  has  been  rejected  by  thofe  who 
have  had  the  Management  of  this  unhappy  Country, 
who  have,  for  Reafons  befl:  known  to  themfelves, 
fqusndered  the  public  Treafure  in  vain  Attempts  to 
obtain  from  foreign  and  domeitic  Mercenaries  what  a 
Militia  only  can  fupply.  Let  us  then  interpofe  in  the 
Behalf  of  an  injured  Nation  ;  let  us  once  more  con- 
nect the  civil  and  the  military  Power,  and  direcT:  their 
united  Efforts  to  the  fame  End.  This,  as  it  will  give 
us  ftrengfh  at  home,  will  give  us  Reputation  abroad. 
.    *  This 
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This  is  advifed  by  Machlavel,  as  the  furefl  Means  of  Anno  i7*u 
national  Greatnefs  ;  this  was  fuccefsfuily  practifed  by  '_  -,—  ,  V 
the  Spartans  and  Romans  of  old,  the  Goths  and  ancient 
Germans,  and  this  is  now  the  Strength  and  the  Glory 
pf  the  Swlfs,  a  Nation,  which  however  inconfidera- 
ble  in  its  Extent,  no  ambitious  Power  has  dared  to 
moleft.  I  therefore  humbly  move  that  Leave  may  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  good  Purpofe  ;that  I  , 

have  mentioned.  ■ 

This  Motion  was  feconded  by  Sir  Walter  Blachtt, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  whole  Houfe  nemlne  contradicente, 
and  a  Bill  ordered  to  be  prepared  and  brought  in  by 
William  Thornton,  Efq;  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  Lieute- 
nant-General Oglethorpe,  Mr.  Fazakerley,  Sir  James 
Lowther,  and  Mr.  Northey. 

In  a  few  Days  Mr.  Thornton  prefented  the  Bill,  with 
the  following  Speech. 
c  Mr.  Speaker, 

c  It  is  with  great  Pleafure  that  I  rife  up  to  cpngra- WilliamThorn- 
tulate  my  Friends  and  Countrymen,  upon  the  apparent*311'  Ef(*> 
Probability  of  Succefs  in  the  Attempt  for  making  the 
Militia  more  ufeful.  The  Zeal  of  the  Houfe,  which 
appeared  in  an  unanimous  Order  to  prepare  and  bring 
.in  a  Bill  for  this  Purpofe,  has  encouraged  the  moft 
fanguine  Hopes  that  it  will  not  be  regarded  merely  as 
a  Subject  of  Difpute,  but  be  confidered  with  a  ferious 
and  difpafiionate  Attention ;  and  that  after  it  fhall 
have  received  every  Improvement  which  may  be  ex- 
pected from  the  united  Efforts  of  Judgment,  Experi- 
ence, and  Integrity,  in  this  Affembly,  it  will  pafs 
into  a  Law.  And  in  this  Hope  I  am  not  alone,  for 
I  have  with  Pleafure  heard  it  urged  by  many  Gentle- 
men who  afforded  me  their  kind  Affiftance  in  the  Be- 
ginning, as  a  Motive  to  my  Afliduity  and  Perfeve- 
ranee. 

'  The  Gentlemen  who  have  by  your  Orders  pre- 
pared the  Bill,  which  is  now  delivered  in  at  your 
Table,  confidered  their  Subject,  with  the  moil  ma- 
ture Deliberation  ;  and  compared  every  Plan  for  a 
Militia,  which  was  fuggefted  by  their  own  Minds, 
with  all  that  they  could  procure  from  the  Writings  of 

others, 
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Anno  1751.  others,  and  from  the  Practice  of  ancient  and  modern 
Nations.  They  fcon  perceived  that  the  Declenfion 
of  our  own  Militia,  was  not  the  Effect  of  any  Error 
in  the  general  Structure  of  our  old  Laws,  upon  which 
.  it  was  founded  ;  but  of  particular  Claufes,  which 
were  fo  loofely  and  inaccurately  expreffed,  as  that  the 
Law  might  be  neglected  or  violated  with  Impunity. 
To  thefe  Laws  therefore  they  have  adhered  as  a  gene- 
ral Plan  ;  and  the  rather,  becaufe  new  Projects,  how- 
ever fpecious  in  Theory,  are  frequently  found  to  be 
very  difficult  in  Practice.  And,  indeed,  to  introduce 
new  conftituent  Parts  into  an  old  Syftem  of  Govern- 
ment, frequently. weakens  the  whole.  The  Materials 
are  fuch  as  never  hold  rirmly  together,  the  Breach 
that  was  made  to  admit  the  new  Structure  is  always 
vifible,  and  the  Fabrick  lofes  not  only  its  Uniformity, 
but  its  Strength. 

4  By  thefe  Confiderations  the  Gentlemen  were  de- 
terred from  the  Experiment,  and  judged  it  bell j_  Stare 
fuper  vias  antiques,  and  nothing  more  feems  to  require 
Alteration  in  the  old  Laws,  than  the  Claufes  which 
rendered  them  ineffectual,  and  the  Method  of  defray- 
ing the  Expence  which  muft  neceiiarily  attend  the 
Militia's  being  drawn  out.  Nor  has  any  thing  been 
added,  except  fome  Regulations  for  the  Meeting  and 
of  the  Lieutenants,  and  their  Deputies ;  the  exer- 
cifing  the  Men  on  Holidays ;  and  the  eftablifhing  a 
few  honorary  Rewards.  Thefe  Regulations  have  been 
found  of  great  Advantage  to  the  Swifs,  and  it  is  hoped 
will  render  our  Militia  fuperior  to  theirs.  Such  is 
the  Structure  of  the  Bill,  and  if  it  fhould  pafs  into  a 
Law,  it  will  almofr.  execute  itklf ;  the  military  Exer- 
cife  will  be  confidered  as  an  Entertainment  and  Diver- 
fion  ;  the  Parade  and  Dexterity  will  gratify  the  Spec- 
tators, and  the  Troops  will  be  pleafed  to  perceive_ 
themfelves  the  Objects  of  public  Attention  and  Curi* 
ofity  :  For  this  Reafon,  no  Coerfion  is  neceiTary  to 
caufe  the  Militia  to  exercife  in  Switzerland,  and  for 
this  Reafon  no  Coerfion  will  be  necefiary  here. 

c  But  with  whatever  Labour  the  Bill  may  have 
been  thus  formed,  and  however  perfect  it  may  be 
thought  as  a  Model,  by  the  Gentlemen  who  bring  it 
in,  the  Object  of  their  Zeal  is  not  the  Mode,  but  the 

Sub- 
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Subftanee ;  the  Regulation  of  the  Militia,  fo  as  to  Anno  1751. 
render  it  the  Bulwark  of  our  Country,  by  whatever 
Method,  is  that  which  they  are  defirous  to  accom- 
plish. Care  therefore  has  been  taken  not  to  load  the 
Bill  with  particular  Claufes,  but  to  leave  it  general 
and  open  ;  a  kind  of  Sketch  or  Outline  to  be  finifhed 
and  corrected  by  more  able  Hands,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  it  will  be  eafily  wrought  up  to  a  fufncient  Degree 
of  Perfection  when  it  goes  into  a  Committee,  where 
there  will  be  an  Opportunity  to  confider  every  Part 
in  its  Relation  to  the  whole,  to  remove  every  Irregu- 
larity, and  fupply  every  Defect :  And  the  Gentlemen 
who  have  exhibited  it  will  be  ready  to  refolve  every 
Doubt  that  fhall  arife,  and  anfwer  every  Enquiry  that 
fhall  be  made  during  the  Examination. 

<  The  Bill,  as  it  ftands  at  prefent,  extends  no  far- 
ther than  to  the  teaching  the  Ufe  of  Arms  and  a  mili- 
tary Exercife,  that  upon  Occafion  a  fufficient  Num- 
ber of  expert  and  effective  Men  may  be  immediately 
formed  into  Companies  and  Regiments,  and  brought 
into  the  Field. 

<  To  effect:  this  Purpofe,    the  Militia-Men  need 
only  be  enrolled  from  Time  to  Time  for  a  Year,  fo 
that  the  Mafter,  or,  if  he  pleafes,  his  Servant,  may 
go  and  exercife.    Nor  can  it  be  imagined  that  any  will 
refufe  this  in  a  Time  of  Peace,  if  it  is  remembered 
how  many  offered  themfelves  when  the  defperate  Bands 
of  Rebellion  were  within  a  few  Days  March  of  the 
Metropolis,  and  it  was  probable  that  the  next  Thing 
to  taking  Arms  for  our  Country  was  to  lay  down  Life 
in  its  Defence.     When  this  Plan,   limited  as  it  is, 
(hall  take  place,  we  fhall  become  a  warlike  and  for- 
midable Nation ;  for  by  the  Execution  of  fuch  a  Plan 
Pruffia  has  acquired  all   the  Weight  and  Influence 
which  renders  her  fuperior  to  many  other  States  that 
have  much  more  Extent  of  Country,   and  a  much 
greater  Number  of  Inhabitants.     The  Majority  of 
the  Pruffian  Troops  is  a  Militia,  into  which  every 
Man  able  to  bear  Arms  is  compelled  to  enter;  but  the 
Eftablifhment  of  a  Militia  in  England  does  not  require 
the  Enrollment  of  more  than  one  Man  in   twenty. 
Our  Advantage  then,    in  comparifon   with   Pruffia^ 
whenever  we  fhall  purfue  our  own  Intereit,  with  equal 

Sagacity 
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Anno  1751.  Sagacity  and  Diligence,  is  too  obvious  to  need  point- 
ing out  5  at  prefent,  indeed,  this  is  not  the  Cafe,  for 
by  fome  Rules  of  Policy,  which  are  not  to  be  compre- 
hended by  every  Understanding,  the  paying  large  Sub- 
fidies  for  foreign  Affiftance  has  been  preferred  to  the 
obtaining  a  natural  Force  of  our  own  Men  ;  who 
muft  neceffarily  be  always  upon  the  Spot  where  they 
will  be  required  to  ferve,  who  cannot  be  bought  off 
by  the  Enemy,  nor  rendered  ineffectual  by  prior  En- 
gagements. 

c  It  has  been  upon  a  former  Occafion  remarked, 
that  a  military  Force  is  indifpenfibly  neceffary,  and  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  every  Nation  muft  be  formida- 
ble in  Proportion  to  the  Facility  and  Cheapnefs  with 
which  this  Force  is  fuftained.  But  what  can  protect 
the  Nation  from  Contempt  and  Infult  that  is  groan- 
ing under  a  Load  of  Debts,  which  fhe  defpairs  to  pay, 
and  of  Taxes  which  thefe  Debts  have  made  neceffary  ? 
Debts  which  fhe  has  incurred  by  hiring  Mercenaries 
for  her  Defence  in  Time  of  War,  and  which  (he  muft 
Increafe  by  the  fame  Means  whenever  a  Time  of  War 
fhall  return  ?  Debts  which  therefore  muft  be  continu- 
ally accumulating,  till  they  produce  the  Ruin  which 
they  were  contracted  to  prevent  ?  Muft  not  this  de- 
plorable Situation  be  certainly  known  to  her  Neigh- 
bours ?  And  will  they.not  injure  her  without  Scruple, 
when  they  know  they  may  do  it  with  Impunity  ?  Will 
they  not  treat  her  Remonftrances  with  Equivocation 
and  Delay,  and  at  laft  put  an  End  to  Solicitation  by 
a  peremptory  Refufal  of  Redrefs  ?  Have  we  not  been 
thus  treated  by  the  Spaniards  and  the  French  ?  And  do 
they  not  thus  treat  the  Dutch  for  the  fame  Reafon  ?  » 
But  did  they  treat  us  thus  in  the  Days  of  Elizabeth  or 
Cromwell,  when  we  were  a  military  Nation  ?  when 
every  Manufacturer  was  ready  to  throw  down  his 
Tools,  and  take  up  a  Mufket ;  and  fought  not  for 
his  Pay  as  a  Soldier,  but  for  his  Honour  as  a  Briton  ? 
Let  us  retrieve  the  Influence  that  we  have  loft,  while 
to  retrieve  it  is  in  our  Power  ;  and  if  we  cannot  lef- 
fen  the  Burden  which  has  been  laid  upon  us,  let  us  at 
leaft  prevent  its  Increafe,  while  it  is  yet  to  be  fuftain- 
ed ;  in  Confidence  that  this  Bill  will  contribute  to  fo 
defirable  an  End,  I  move  that  it  may  now  be  read.' 

This 
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This  Motion  was  feconded  by  Lieutenant-General  Anno  1751. 
Oglethorpe,  and  the  Bill  was  read  accordingly.  The 
Motion  for  a  fecond  Reading  was  made  by  Mr.  Thorn- 
ton,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Edwin  Lafcelles  ;  after  which 
it  was  ordered  to  be  committed  and  reported,  and  then 
it  dropped. 

The  whole  Sum  granted  for  the  current  Service  of 
the  Year,  was  2,090,309/.  For  paying  off  Debts, 
1,300,000/.  For  Deficiencies  of  old  Funds,  301,012/. 
For  the  Deficiencies  of  laft  Year's  Grants,  54,751  /. 
For  the  Services  incurred,  and  not  provided  for, 
49,219/.  and  for  purchafing  the  African  Charter, 
112,142/.  The  whole,  incloxltng  the  feveral  Frac- 
tions, amounted  to  3,907,435/.  7  s.  yd.'  Of  this 
Money,  3000/.  was  granted  for  making  and  keeping 
in  Repair  a  Road  proper  for  the  PafTage  of  Troops 
and  Carriages  between  Carlijle  and  Newcaftle. 

An  Oppofition  was  made  to  granting  32,000/.  in 
Purfuance  of  the  Subfidy  Treaty  with  the  King  of 
Poland,  Elector  of  Saxony ;  but  it  was  carried  in  the 
Affirmative,  by  a  Majority  of  236  againft  54.  It  is 
obfervable,  that  Mr.  Horace  Walpole  the  elder  fpoke 
againft  the  Treaty  and  its  Utility  ;  but,  as  his  Majefty 
had  entered  into  the  Engagement,  he  was  for  fulfil- 
ling it. 

The  Profligacy  of  the  common  People  at  this  Time 
called  for  fome  legal  Reftraint  j  for  not  only  every 
City  and  Town,  but  alrnoft  every  Village,  had  Af- 
femblies  of  Mufic,  Dancing,  and  Gaming.  This 
occafioned  a  prodigious  Diilipation  of  the  Time, 
Money,  and  Morals  of  the  lower  People.  Robberies 
were  fo  frequent,  that-  the  Enormity  of  the  Crime 
was  alrnoft  effaced  in  the  Minds  of  the  People  ;  and 
nothing  was  more  common  than  to  advertife  in  the 
News-Papers,  an  Impunity  to  any  Perfon  who  could 
bring,  to  a  Party  that  was  robbed,  the  Effects  that 
had  been  taken  from  them,  and  that  too  with  a  Re- 
ward according  to  the  Value.  Thofe  Diforders  were 
veryjuftly  afcribed,  in  a  great  Meafure,  to  the  Extra- 
vagance of  the  common  People,  and  therefore  a  Bill 
was  brought  in  for  the  better  preventing  Thefts  and 
Robberies,  and  for  regulating  Places  of  public  En- 
and  punjfhing  People  keeping  diforderly 

Hcufes, 
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Anno  1751.    ffoufes.     The  Operation  of  this  Bill,  when  it  palled 
Cfc    "y  -J  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  was  confined  to  London  and 
Wejhninftcr,  and  twenty  Miles  round  ;  and  all  Perfons 
within  that  Circuit,  were  required  to  take  out  Licences 
from  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  of  the  County,  ailem- 
bled  at  their  Quarter  Seffions,  before  they  could  open 
any  Room  or  Place  for  public  Dancing,  Mufic,  or 
any  other  Entertainment  of  the  like  kind.     Several 
other  Regulations  regarding  idle,   diforderly,  or  fuf- 
pe£ied  Perfons  and  Houfes,  v/ere  inferted  in  the  fame 
Act,    and   pecuniary  as  well    as  corporporal   Penal- 
ties were  affixed  to  the  Tranfgreflbrs.     When  this 
Bill  went  to  the  Houfe   of  Lords,  they  thought  fo 
Well  of  it,  that  they  extended  the  Operation  of  it  all 
over  England.     But  as  a  Tax  was  laid  by  it  upon  the 
Subject,  when  they  returned  the  Bill  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  their  Amendments  were  unanimoufly  dis- 
agreed to,  beeaufe  they  would  not  fuffer  the  Lords  to 
alter  any  Bill  that  was  to  affect  the  Purfe  of  the  Sub-* 
ject.     They  therefore  defired   a   Conference    of  the 
Lords,  and  appointed  a  Committee  to  draw  up  Reafons 
againft.  the  Amendments.     The  Lords,  on  the  other 
Hand,  having  never  formally  given  up  their  Right  to 
amend  Money-Bills,  could  not  receive  the  true  Reafon 
of  the  DifTent  of  the  Commons  without  giving  up. 
that  Right,  or  coming  to  an  open  Breach  with  them. 
The  Commons,  therefore,  to  avoid  fo  difagreeable  an 
Emergency,    drew  up  Reafons  againft   the  Amend- 
ments,, which  had  no  Regard  or  Connection  with  the 
true  Reafon  of  their  difagreeing  with  them ;  and  the 
J^ords,  rather  than  fo   good   a   Bill  fhould  be   loft, 
agreed  not  to  infill  upon  their  Amendments;  and  thus 
the  Bill  parTed,  and  received  the  Royal  Aflent. 

The  Difpofitions  of  the  People  of  Scotland,  fince 
the  laft  Rebellion,  appeared  to  be  dutiful,  and  inclined 
to  Induflry.  Their  Trade  had  of  late  furpriiingly 
increafed.  Many  Gentlemen  of  Fortune  in  England 
had  vifited  the  Country,  and  faw  how  capable  it  was 
of  Improvements.  But  the  Genius  of  the  People  was 
to  be  confulted,  and  their  Prejudices  removed.  They 
were  to  be  inured  to  Habits  of .Induflry,  and  a  new 
Set  of  Manners  was  to  be  introduced  amongfl  the 
more  civilized  Part,  of  the  People,  before  they  could 
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become  peaceful,  ufeful,  and  dutiful  Subjects,  The  Anno  17 51, 
Duke  of  Argyll?  and  other  Perfons  of  great  Confide-  ' 
ration  in  that  Country,  who  were  well  acquainted 
with  the  Nature  of  the  Commonalty,  rCprefented  all 
this  to  the  Englijh  Miniftry  j  and  it  was  agreed  to  ap- 
ply the  Rents  and  Profits  of  the  forfeited  Eftates  to 
the  Purpofes  above  mentioned.  Accordingly,  the 
Lord-Advocate  of  Scotland?  by  Order  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  brought  in  a  Bill  for  annexing  certain  for- 
feited Eftates  in  Scotland  to  the  Crown  unalienably, 
and  for  making  Satisfaction  to  the  lawful  Creditors 
thereupon,  and  to  eftablifh  a  Method  of  leafing  the 
fame,  and  applying  the  Rents  and  Profits  thereof  for 
the  better  civilizing  and  improving  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland?  and  preventing  future  Diforders  there.  The 
Eftates  propofed  to  be  applied  to  the  Purpofes  of  the 
Bill,  were  thofe  of  the  Duke  of  Perth?  the  Earl  of 
Cromarty?-  the  Lord  Lovat?  McDonald  of  Barrifdale^ 
Cameron  of  Lochiel?  Stewart  of  ArdJJnel?  M' Donald  of 
Kenlocb  Moydart?  MQPherfon  of  Chime?  Bucannan  of 
Aruprior?  McDonald  of  Lochgary?  Cameron  of  Callojf^ 
Farquharfon  of  Monaltry?  McDonald  of  Keppock?  and 
Robert/on  of  Strowan.  When  the  Bill  came  to  be 
opened,  and  underftood,  it  appeared,  that  the  Rents 
or  the  Eftates  already  mentioned,  were  to  be  annexed 
unalienably  to  the  Crown,  in  order  that  the  yearly 
Income  of  the  fame  might  be  applied,  as  his  Majefty 
and  his  Succeflbrs  by  their  Sign  manual  fhall  direct, 
to  the  Purpofes  of  civilizing  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
laid  Eftates,  and  other  Parts  of  the  Highlands  and 
Ifles  of  Scotland?  and  the  promoting  among  them  the 
Proteftant  Religion,  good  Government,  Induftry  and 
Manufactures  ,  for  which  Purpofe  his  Majefty  was 
empowered  to  appoint  Commimoners  for  managing 
jhe  faid  Eftates,  who  were  to  have  no  Salaries,  but 
to  appoint  Stewards  under  them,  with  an  Allowance 
not  exceeding  5/.  per  Cent,  of  the  Rental,  and  alio 
Clerks  and  other  Officers  with  reafonable  Salaries  ; 
and  to  grant  Leafes  for  any  Term,  not  exceeding 
twenty-one  Years,  upon  a  referved  Rent  of  not  lefs  than, 
three-fourths  of  the  real  annual  Value,  and  not  above 
20/.  a  Year  to  any  one  Perfon  ;  ail  of  which  LefTees 
were  to  take  the  Oaths  to  the  Government,   to  refide 
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Anno  1752.  upon  and  cultivate  the  Premifes,  and  not  to  affign  or 
let  the  fame  to  any  other  Perfon,  nor  to  pay  any 
Gratuity  whatfoever  to  any  other  Perfon  for  holding 
the  fame. 

Some  Oppofition  was  made  to  the  Bill,  but  it  paf- 
fed  by  a  Majority  of  134  againft  29. 

There  fubfifted  at  this  Time  a  great  Number  of 
different  Funds  for  Annuities,  eftablifhed  at  different 
Times,  and  by  different  Acts,  which  made  it  neceffary 
to  keep  many  different  Accounts  that  were  expenfive 
as  well  as  troublefome.  The  different  Stocks  of  An- 
nuities were  no  fewer  than  eight,  at  3  per  Cent,  and 
amounted  in  the  whole  to  9,137,821/.  5  J",  i^d. 
principal  Money  ;  there  were  fix  other  different  Stocks 
of  Annuities,  amounting  to  17,701,323/.  18  s.  gd. 
principal  Money,  at  3/.  10  s.  per  Cent,  from  January 
1756,  to  January  5,  1758,  when  they  were  to  be  re- 
duced to  3 per  Cent.  But  a  Bill  was  now  projected  by 
Mr.  Pelham,  and  carried  through  without  any  Oppo- 
fition, for  converting  the  feveral  Annuities,  therein 
mentioned,  into  feveral  joint  Stocks  of  Annuities, 
transferable  at  the  Bank  of  England,  to  be  charged  on 
the  Sinking  Fund,  and  for  other  Purpofes  therein 
mentioned. 

On  the  29th  of  January r,  1 752, '  a  Motion  was  made 
by  Lord  Harley,  6  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  Majefty,  befeeching  him,  in  the  moft 
dutiful  Manner,  that,  during  this  Time  of  public 
Tranquillity,  his  Majefty  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
not  to  enter  into  any  fubfidiary  Treaties  with  foreign 
Princes,  which  are  fo  burthenfome  to  this  Nation.' 
This  Motion  being  feconded  by  Mr.  Northey,  pro- 
duced a  warm  Debate,  in  which  the  other  Speakers 
in  Favour  of  the  Motion  were,  Lord  Strange,  Mr. 
Proivfe,  Mr.  Moreion,  Mr.  Bedford,  Mr.  Fazakerly, 
Sir  Robert  Nevjdigate*  Mr.  Coke,  and  Mr.  Delaval.  It 
was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Nugent,  Mr.  Pelham,  Mr.  H. 
Walpole,  Sir  Henry  Erfkine,  Mr.  Solicitor-General, 
Mr.  Tracy,  Mr.  Mitchel,  Colonel  Hampden*  Mr.  Ellis, 
and  Mr.  Southwell.  In  Favour  of  the  Motion  it  was 
faid,  That  fubfidiary  Treaties  ought  never  to  be  en- 
tered into  but  upon  the  greatelt  Emergencies;  that 
now,  when  ail  the  Powers  of  Europe  were  in  profound 
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?eace,  fuch  Treaties  could  not  be  founded  on  at  Co-  Anno  t?$ii 
lute  Neceffity;  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  ought  to 
be  looked  upon  as  a  dead  Weight  on  Great-Britain , 
already  too  heavily  loaded  by  her  own  enormous  Debts 
and  Taxes ;  that  it  is  a  Fact  well  known  to  every 
Member  prefent,  that  the  Powers  receiving  Subfidies 
in  Times  of  Peace  were  not  always  to  be  depended 
upon  in  Time  of  War ;  that  it  was  a  Maxim  in 
every  State  to  confult  its  own  Intereft  according  to 
the  Circumftances  of  the  Times  •  and  accordingly, 
upon  the  Breaking  out  of  the  late  War,  the  Danes 
entered  into  a  fubfidiary  Treaty  with  France,  whereby 
they  gained  the  Advantage  of  being  paid  for  main- 
taining 12,000  Troops  for  their  own  Defence  at  home, 
although,  for  more  than  twelve  Years  before,  Great- 
Britain  had  paid  them  for  the  fame  Number,  to  be  in 
Readinefsto  march  in  Support  of  the  common  Caufe, 
whenever  they  mould  be  wanted  ;  that  it  was  the  true 
Intereft  of  the  Germanic  States  to  unite  their  Forces, 
in  order  to  preferve  the  Balance  of  Power  upon  the 
Continent,  without  which  they  cannot  long  fubfift  % 
but  that  Great-Britain  was  fo  far  from  being  under  the 
fame  Neceffity,  that  it  had  ever  been  efteemed  her 
trueft  Policy  to  remain  neuter  till  fhe  could  clearly 
difcover  the  preponderating  Side,  and  then*  and  not 
till  then,  to  throw  her  whole  Weight  into  the  oppo- 
fite  Scale. — To  thefe  Reafons  it  was  replied*  That 
right  Policy  required  every  Nation  to  provide  againft 
the  worft  ;  that  though  the  Powers  of  Europe  were  all 
in  profound  Peace,  yet  fome  of  thofe  Powers  were  no 
lefs  active  in  endeavouring  to  flrengthen  their  Intereft 
upon  the  Continent,  than  if  a  War  actually  fubflfted ; 
that  it  was  the  true  Intereft  of  Great-Britain,  as  a 
maritime  Power,  to  maintain  her  Weight  upon  the 
Continent,  without  which,  much  of  the  Wealth 
drawn  from  thence  would  fall  to  the  Share  of  her 
Rivals  in  Trade  ;  that  the  particular  Cafe  of  the 
Danes  was  no  Objection  to  fubfidiary  Treaties  in 
general,  for  when  his  Danifh  Majefty  entered  into 
Treaty  with  France,  his  Term  with  Great-Britain  was 
expired,  and  he  had  a  Right  to  make  thebeft  Bargain 
he  could  for  his  Subjects  ;  that  though  the  Balance  of 
Power  upon  the  Continent  muft  be  granted  to  be  as 
Vol.  V.  D  muck 
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Anno  175a.  much  the  Object  of  the  petty  States  of  Germany  i.%  of 
any  others,  yet  it  muft  alfo  be  allowed,  that  even  the 
moft  confiderable  of  them,  by  their  Situation  and 
Circumftances,  are  unable  to  maintain  their  Dignity 
without  being  beholden  to  their  Neighbours,  and 
therefore  Neceffity  obliges  them  to  take  Part  with 
thofe  who  are  belt  able  or  moft  willing  to  contribute 
to  their  Support;  that  the  Interefts  of  the  maritime 
Powers  are  infeparably  united ;  and  that  if  they  were 
to  look  tamely  on,  and  fee  France  attach  to  her  Intereft 
State  after  State,  by  fubfidiary  Treaties,  without  ex- 
erting themfelves  in  Time  to  traverfe  her  Meafures, 
they  would  have  Caufe  to  repent  of  their  Parfimony, 
when  perhaps  it  were  too  late  to  retrieve  the  Error, 
and  they  might  fall  a  Prey  to  the  common  Enemy 
before  they  were  fufficiently  apprized  of  their  Danger  ; 
a  Circumftance  againft  which  this  Nation  is  princi- 
pally concerned  to  guard. — This  Debate  being  ended, 
and  the  Queftion  being  put,  it  patted  in  the  Negative, 
182  to  52. 

This  Seffion  the  Houfe  came  to  a  Refolution  to 
print  their  Journals,  which  had  hitherto  been  in 
Manufcript. 

The  repeated  Attempts  for  Naturalization  Bills 
having  failed,  the  Opposition  to  them  without  Doors 
fucceeded  this  Seffion  in  a  very  falutary  Expedient  for 
preventing  the  Abufes  of  them:  For  on  the  nth  of 
March^  a  Petition  came  from  a  great  Number  of  Mer- 
chants of  the  City  of  London^  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, alledging,  c  That  feveral  Foreigners  have,  of 
late  Years,  been  induced  to  come  over  into  England^ 
in  order  to  obtain  private  Acts  of  Parliament  for  their 
Naturalization,  with  a  View  to  gain  fome  Advantages 
to  themfelves  in  Point  of  Trade,  and  particularly  to 
avoid  the  Payment  of  Aliens  Duties  on  the  Goods  and 
Merchandizes  which  they  tranfport  from  foreign  Parts 
into  this  Kingdom;  but  having  obtained  fuch  Acts, 
returned  back  into  their  own  Country,  where  they 
conftantly  refide,  and  confequently  bear  no  Part  of 
the  public  Taxes,  nor  in  any  Manner  contribute  to- 
wards the  Support  of  the  State,  or  at  all  anfwer  the 
Intention  of  the  Legiflature/  Such  were  the  chief 
Allegations  of  this  Petition,  which  were  ftrengthened 
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t>y  fome  excellent  Reafonings.  The  Prayer  of  it  was*  Anno  T752. 
that  the  Abufe  of  the  Favour  of  Parliament  might  be 
prevented,  c  by  reftraining,  for  the  future,  the  Bene- 
fit of  Naturalization  to  the  Time  during  which 
Foreigners  fhall  refide  within  this  Realm,  in  fuch 
Manner,  and  under  fuch  Limitations,  as  to  the  Houfe 
fhould  appear  fit.'  This  Petition  was  thtfught  fo  rea- 
fonable,  that  notwithstanding  the  Innovation  which  it 
intended  to  introduce,  the  Houfe  entered  into  a  ferious 
Examination  of  feveral  eminent  Merchants  upon  its 
Contents,  and  the  Allegations  appeared  to  be  true. 
Upon  this  a  Claufe,  in  Confequence  of  the  Prayer  of 
the  Petition,  Was  inferted  in  a  Naturalization  Bill  then 
depending. 

All  material  Bufinefs  being  finimed,  his  Majefty 
put  an  End  to  the  Seflion  on  the  26th  of  March,  1752$ 
with  the  following  Speech, 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"  T  Cannot  put  an  End  to  this  Seffion  of  Parliament^ 
<£  JL  without  returning  you  my  hearty  Thanks  for 
u  the  great  Application  and  Difpatch  with  which  you 
"  have  gone  through  the  public  Bufinefs  \  you  have  not 
M  only  (hewn  your  juft  Satisfaction  in  the  Meafures 
cc  I  have  purfued  in  foreign  Affairs,  but  have  alfo 
"  given  me  your  Support  in  carrying  them  on,  with 
w  that  Zeal  and  Chearfulnefs  which  I  had  Reafon  to 
<c  expect  from  fo  dutiful  and  affectionate  a  Parliament* 
"  who  are  entirely  convinced,  that  thofe  Meafures 
"  are  calculated  to  maintain  their  own  effential  Inte- 
<c  refts,  and  to  render  the  prefent  Peace  durable  and 
"  lafting. 

"  The  many  Laws  now  paffed,  will,  I  hope,  at- 
<c  tain  the  good  Ends  intended  by  them.  Nothing 
"  that  depends  upon  me  fhall  be  wanting  to  make 
**  them  effectual,  and  particularly  to  execute,  in  a 
*5  right  Manner,  the  Provifions  made  for  civilizing 
*'  and  reducing  into  Order  fuch  Parts  of  the  united 
M  Kingdom,  where  the  Want  of  Knowledge,  Im- 
"  provement,  and  due  Obedience  to  the  Laws,  had 
"  remarkably  furnifhed  Opportunities  t6  feduce  Peo- 
*<  pie  from  their  Loyalty.'* 

D  7,  "  Gen* 
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Anno  1752.  <c  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

"  My  particular  Thanks  are  due  to  you,  for  the 
"  Supplies  which  you  have  fo  readily  granted  me. 
"  Your  Care  to  fupportthe  Reduction  of  the  national 
"  Intereft,  and  to  put  great  Part  of  the  Debt  into  a 
"  Method  more  convenient  for  the  Creditors,  as  well 
*'  as  for  the  Public,  is  a  frefh  Inftance  of  your  At- 
<c  tention  to  that  important  Concern." 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"  Nothing  in  this  World  can  give  me  fo  much  Plea- 
c<  fure,  as  to  fee  you  a  flourifhing  and  happy  People : 
"  Exert  yourfeives  in  your  feveral  Stations  to  do  your 
"  Parts,  and  you  may  depend  on  my  unwearied  En- 
"'  deavours  to  -fecure  this  great  Bleffing  to  ourfelves, 
u  and  tranfmit  it  to  Pofterity." 


A  LIST  of  the  Public  ACTS  paffed  during  this 
Semon. 

A    N  AcT:,  For  granting  an  Aid  to  his  Majejly  by  a 
Jr\_  Land-Tax  of  3  s.   in  the  Pound,  to  be  raifed  in 

Great-Britain  for  the  Service  of  the  Tear  1752. 

An  Act,  For  continuing  and  granting  Duties  upon 
Malt,  Mum,  Cyder  and  Ferry, 

An  A  cty  For  punijhing  Mutiny  and  Defertion,  and  for 
the  better  Payment  of  the  Army  in  their  Quarters, 

An  Act,  For  enabling  George  Oxenden,  Efq\  younger 
Son  of  Sir  George  Oxenden,  Bart,  to  ufe  the  Surname, 
Arms  and  Crefl  of  Dixwell  only,  purfuant  to  the  Will  of 
the  late  Sir  Bafil  Dixwell,  Bart,  deceafed. 

An  A6t,  For  appointing  the  Mafter  of  the  King's 
Bench  Office,  one  of  the  Regijlers  or  Majlers  for  the  In- 
rolhnent  of  Deeds,  Wills,  and  other  Conveyances  in  Mid- 
dlesex, in  the  Place  and  Stead  of  the  Chief  Clerk,  to  inroll 
Fleas  in  the  Kings  Bench. 

An  Act,  For  granting  to  his  Majefly  a  certain  Sum 
cut  of , the  Sinking-Fund. 

An  A£t,  For  better  fecuring  and  encouraging  the  Trade 
of  his  Majefly  s  Sugar  Colonies  in  America  ;  and  for  en- 
couraging the  Growth  of  Coffee  in  the  Plantations  in 
America. 

2  An 
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An  A&,  To  rejlrain  the  making  Infurances  on  foreign   Anno  1752, 
Ships  bound  to  or  from  the  Eaft-Indies  *. 

An 


*  Upon  the    Queftion  for  committing   this  Bill, 
Mr.  Alderman  Bedford  made  the  following  Speech, 
but  it  palTed  without  any  material  Debate. 
c  Mr.  Speaker, 

c  Although  the  prefent  Bill  is  intended  only,  as  a  Alderman 
local  and  particular  Reftri£tion,  yet,  as  it  is  notBeckford* 
founded  on  that  Maxim  of  Policy  which  ought  always 
to  be  followed  by  a  trading  Nation,  I  am  moft  fin- 
cerely  and  heartily  againft  it ;  more  efpecially  as  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  f,  who  flrft  propofed  it,  has  given 
no  Reafons  in  Support  of  that  Meafure,  for,  if  good 
Reafons  could  have  been  found,  I  know  no  Gentle- 
man more  capable  and  willing  to  have  enforced  them. 
Nay,  what  is  more  remarkable,  inftead  of  giving 
Reafons  in  Support  of  the  Bill,  he  has  been  pleafed  to 
urge  the  Neceffity  of  putting  the  Penal  Laws  now  in 
Force  into  a  more  vigorous  Execution,  in  order  to 
fupport  the  intolerable  Monopoly  of  the  Eaji- India 
Company. 

f  I  agree,  Sir,  with  thofe  who  are  of  Opinion, 
that  without  the  Help  of  Infurance,  Merchants  of 
fmall,  nay,  even  Merchants  of  large  Capitals,  could 
not  carry  on  their  Commerce  with  fuch  Security  and 
Eafe  as  they  do  at  prefent ;  for,  by  Means  of  thefe 
Offices,  every  Man  underwriting  a  Policy  is  a  joint 
Adventurer  with  the  Merchant,  and  if  the  Ship  and 
Cargo  be  loft,  the  Misfortune  becomes  fo  diffufed, 
that  the  Lofs  is  fcarcely  felt  by  any  particular  Perfon, 
the  Hazard  is  fo  inconfiderable,  that  a  Merchant  can 
fit  down  quietly  in  his  Compting-Houfe,  and  calculate 
the  Profits  of  his  Trade  with  almoft  a  moral  Cer- 
tainty. 

*  I  will  allow,  Sir,  that  if  no  Offices  of  Infurance, 
public  or  private,  were  eftablimed  in  any  Part  of 
Europe,  fave  Great-Britain,  in  that  Cafe,  the  prevent- 
ing, by  Law,  the  Infurances  on  foreign  Ships  would, 
in  fome  Inftances,  check  the  Trade  of  Foreigners. 

-f  Alderman  Baker, 

D  3  As 
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Anno  175Z.        An  A&,  To  allow  the  Importation  of  Gum  Senega  intf 
'  this  Kingdom,  from  any  Part  of  Europe,  upon  Payment 
of  a  Duty. 

An 

As  to  the  preventing  it  intirely,  I  am  certain  it  would 
not,  but  they  would  carry  on  their  Trade  iji  general 
as  they  do  at  prefent,  with  this  Difference,  that  par- 
ticular Merchants  would  not  rifque  fo  great  a  Capital 
on  a  fingle  Bottom  :  For  we  all  know  that  many  pri- 
vate Merchants,  and  all  the  public  Companies,  carry 
on  their  Trade  without  making  Infurance,  and  they 
find  their  Benefit  in  fo  doing.  I  can  fay  myfelf,  that 
I  am  one  of  thofe  private  Merchants  who  find  it  very 
advantageous  to  rifque  my  Adventures  in  general, 
without  any  Infurance,  even  from  an  Ifland  where  the 
Rifque  of  a  total  or  an  average  Lofs  is  greater  than 
from  the  Eaji- Indies  j  arifing  from  the  Difficulty  of 
the  Navigation,  and  the  Nature  of  the  Commodity  : 
For  as  Sugar  Is  the  effential  Salt  of  a  Plant,  it  is  im- 
patient of  Moifture,  and  liable  to  be  damaged  in  z 
greater  Degree  by  Water  entering  into  the  VefTel, 
than  moft  other  Commodities.  The  Loading;  of  a 
Sugar-Ship  is  fo  very  heavy,  as  to  render  the  Veflel  not 
fo  buoyant  as  the  dangerous  Navigation,  either  through 
the  Gulph  of  Florida,  or  through  the  Windward  Paf- 
fage,  in  Prudence  requires  ;  and,  for  this  Reafon,  I 
have  heard  an  Hon.  Gentleman,  who  fits  under  the 
Gallery,  declare,  that  he  *  never  defired  to  under- 
write a  Ship  from  Jamaica:  I  fay,  notwithflanding 
this,  I  find  it  my  Interefl,  in  general,  not  to  jnfure. 

*  From  this  Reafoning  I  think  it  highly  probable, 
that  Men  would  become  Adventurers,  provided  no 
Shop  of  Infurance  was  eflablifhed  ;  and  as  our  great- 
Companies  do  not  infure  at  prefent,  it  is  probable, 
that  by  this  Bill  we  (hall  force  the  Embden  Company 
to  purlue  their  own  Intereft,  by  {landing  their  own  In- 
furers.  Sir,  this  Method  of  infurance  is  of  modern 
Date,  invented  by  the  Italians,  who  firft  fet  the  Ex-? 
ample  of  Banks,  Book-keeping,  &c  and  were  for- 
merly the  great  Merchants  of  Europe,  and  ingroffed 
the  whole  Trade  of  India. 

*  Sir  John  Barnard. 

fi  But 
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*  But  we  are  fo  far  from  being  the  only  People  who 
have  regular  Offices  of  Infurance,  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, moft  of  the  great  trading  Cities  of  Europe  have 
them  either  public  or  private  :  They  are  eftablifhed  at 
Paris,  Calais,  Lijbon,  Bourdeaux,  Amjlerdam,  and 
Leghorn,  and  other  Cities  of  Italy.  So  that  the  Prac- 
tice of  Infurance  is  almoft  univerfal  over  Europe,  and 
more  fo  fince  the  palling  of  a  late  Acl,  which  (al- 
though I  did  not  oppofe)  I  always  looked  upon  as  a 
very  impolitic  Act,  and  highly  detrimental  to  this 
Country ;  I  mean  the  Acl:  that  prohibited  the  French 
from  infuring  their  Ships  here  during  the  War.  It 
certainly  was  a  very  great  Lofs  and  Difadvantage  to 
the-Nation  5  it  caufed  the  French  to  erect  a  new  Office 
it  Paris,  and  another  very  great  one  at  Bourdeaux^ 
with  the  Duke  de  Penthievre  at  their  Head.  The 
French  Miniftry  were  by  this  Acl:  awakened  from  their 
Supinenefs  and  Lethargy,  and  gave  Encouragement 
to  thefe  Offices,  by  which  Means  that  Bufinefs  be- 
came in  vogue  ;  (for  let  the  French  King  or  Miniftry 
efpoufe  any  Meafure,  the  People  will  certainly  run 
into  it 3)  fo  that  at  prefent  (if  my  Information  is 
right)  many  Shopkeepers  at  Bourdeaux  underwrite 
Policies  in  the  fame  Manner  as  the  Shopkeepers  of 
\BriJlol  do. 

4  Gentlemen  may  imagine  that  Infurances  are  made 
cheaper  here,  or  at  leaft  the  Money,  for  which  the  In- 
furance is  made,  is  more  fecure,  and  more  eafily  re- 
covered than  in  any  other  Part  of  Europe ;  but,  Sir, 
I  am  not  fo  clear  in  that  Point  as  fome  other  Gentle- 
men may  be,  and  my  Opinion  is  founded  in  a  great 
Meafure  on  my  own  Experience. 

c  In  the  late  French  War,  every  Gentleman  knows, 
that  Infurances  ran  exceedingly  high,  more  ^fpecially 
thofe  made  on  Ships  failing  from  the  Englijh  and 
French  Sugar  Colonies,  which  Trade  is  by  much  the 
greateft  and  moft  advantageous  that  the  French  carry 
on,  as  may  appear  by  the  Reprefentations  of  their 
D  4  Council 
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Council  of  Commerce,  or  their  Board  of  Trade,  to 
the  Royal  Council.  Our  Infurances  from  Jamaica 
ran  from  24/.  to  30/.  per  Cent,  to  pay  98/.  in  Cafe  of 
Lofs,  and  to  return  five  Guineas  in  Cafe  they  .'failed 
with  Convoy.  The  Infurances  on  French  Ships  ran 
as  high  as  35/.  per  Cent,  from  their  IflandsJ  which, 
by  their  Situation,  were  not  fo  much  expofed  to  the 
Danger  of  the  Seas  and  Privateers  as  Jamaica,  which 
lies  to  the  Leeward. 

6  This  was  the  State  of  Infurances  in  the  War, 
and  although  the  French  infured  with  us  at  fo  exorbi- 
tant a  Premium,  it  does  not  prove  that  they  could  not 
have  infured  at  a  cheaper  Rate  in  any  other  Parts  of 
Europe.  They  infured  flill  with  us,  being  accuftomed 
to  our  Shop,  where  their  Correfpondencies  were  fet- 
tled, and  they  had  been  well  ufed;  and  every  body 
knows  how  averfe  Mankind  are  to  make  Changes 
and  Experiments,  even  where  it  is  to  their  Advan- 
tage ;  This  I  know  by  mjMf,  who  have  conftantly 
fent  yearly  to  the  Corke  Market  to  buy  Englijh  Her- 
rings at  an  advanced  Price,  when  I  could  have  purr 
chafed  them  cheaper  at  our  own  Doors.  Sir,  I  fay 
then,  that  the  Dutch  did  infure  much  cheaper  than 
we  did,  and  I  did  not  hear  of  any  Complaints  of 
their  not  paying  their  Lofles,  provided  thofe  Lofles 
were  regularly  and  juftly  authenticated.  And,  Sir, 
to  prove  this  Affertion,  I  will  beg  Leave  to  acquaint 
the  Houfe,  that  by  the  Situation  of  my  Property 
abroad,  I  had  an  Opportunity  of  knowing  a  little  of 
thefe  Infurances ;  and  although  I  was  very  fenfible 
that  great  Gains  were  made  in  the  War  by  the  In- 
furers,  even  from  Jamaica,  the  worft  Navigation  of 
all  the  Iflands,  yet  Prudence  required  that  I  mould 
not  rifque  all  my  Adventures  without  Infurance,  and 
therefore  it  was  iteceflary  to  look  out  for  a  Shop  where 
I  might  make  Infurance  to  the  belt  Advantage.  I  ac- 
cordingly difcourfed  this  Matter  over  with  Meff.  D, 
And  L.  (an  Houfe  of  great  Credit  and  Reputation  in 

the 
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the  Eaft  and  Weft-India  Trade,  for  I  think  Mr.  £>— 
is  an  Eaft-India  Direftor)  and  complained  to  them  of 
the  Exorbitancy  of  our  Infurers  Demands.  They  in- 
formed me  they  had  Policies  underwrote  at  Amjlerdam 
at  much  more  reafonable  Rates  than  at  London  ,  and 
as  a  Proof  of  what  I  fay,  I  have  had  the  Favour  of 
feeing  their  Books,  and  found  they  made  Infurances 
at  Amjlerdam  an  Hundred  per  Cent,  cheaper  than  in 
London^  and  the  Lofs  very  honeftly  and  punctually 
paid.  At  the  fame  Time  the  Dutch  Miniftry  were 
foliciting  our  Government  to  have  a  Stop  put  to  our 
Infurances  on  French  Veffels.' 

N.  B.  Here  the  Extracl  was  read  from  their  Books. 

*  Now,  although  I  have  a  very  good  Opinion  of 
our  Underwriters  in  general,  yet  I  do  not  think  them 
more  fecure  to  infure  with,  than  the  Dutch ,  I  have 
riot  found  them  fo,  for  I  can  fay,  that  I  have  fuftained 
many  Lofles  by  them  in  the  Infurances  I  made ;  and 
I  have  had  Difputes  with  them  upon  Demands,  which* 
if  a  Man  may  be  a  Judge  in  his  own  Cafe,  I  have 
thought  very  unjuft.  I  have  one  now  depending  ever 
fince  the  War,  and  have  chofe  a  very  worthy  Mem- 
ber of  this  Houfe  for  my  Umpire ;  therefore  I  hope  I 
may  be  thought  to  have  fome  Reafon  for  thinking  that 
Infurances  are  not  made  cheaper,  or  the  Money  more 
fecure,  in  Cafe  of  Lofs,  than  in  fome  Offices  erefted 
abroad. 

*  The  Intent  of  this  Bill  is  to  obfrrucl:  the  Schemes 
of  a  great  Prince  not  in  the  beft  Humour  with  us  ; 
but  I  cannot  think  it  either  prudent  or  politic  to  en- 
deavour to  irritate  him  more  by  this  ill-timed  Par- 
tiality. 

*  The  Bill  feems  calculated  to  prevent  the  King  of 
PruJJia  from  carrying  on  a  Trade  to  the  Eaft-Indies 
from  the  Port  of  Embden9  by  which  Means  he  may.  in 
Time  become  a  maritime  as  well  as  a  great  landed 
Power,  and  fill  us  with  Fears,  as  the  King  of  Sweden 
did  formerly  5  it  is  to  prevent  his  interfering,  by  his 
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Supplies  of  India  Goods  in  foreign  Markets,  with 
our  Eajl-India  Company. 

«  This  I  take  to  be  the  Intent  of  the  Bill  (if  the 
Bill  has  any  other  Intent  but  affronting  the  King  of 
Pruffia).  I  find,  by  what  paiTed  in  the  Houfe  on  an- 
other Qccafion,  that  the  Alarum  Bell  has  been  found- 
ed. E?nbden  delenda  eji ;  as  if  this  Nation  could  be 
endangered  by  any  Schemes  of  Trade,  or  any  other 
Schemes  carried  on  from  Embden.  The  Situation 
and  Circumftances  of  Prujfia  are  fuch,  that  it  is  im- 
poffible  that  Prince  can  become  a  formidable  Power  at 
Sea :  His  Government  is  entirely  military,  like  the 
old  Government  of  the  Mamalukes,  and  a  fingle  Mif- 
carriage  may  prove  fatal  to  all  his  Schemes,  as  it  did 
to  them.  His  Dominions  are  not  fituated  like  thofe 
of  Sweden,  Denmark,  France,  and  other  Powers  con- 
cerned in  the  Eaji-India  Trade ;  he  wants  an  Extent 
of  Sea-Coaft :  And  I  muft  fay,  the  maritime  Power 
of  every  Nation  will,  cateris  paribus,  be  in  Proportion 
to  their  Extent  of  Sea-Coaft. 

4  The  Principle  of  this  BH1  is  wrong,  it  is,  like 
the  other  Schemes  of  the  Eafl- India  Company,  found- 
ed on  a  Spirit  of  Monopoly,  which  reigns  in  that 
weak  and  ill-conducted  Company :  Which  Monopoly 
they  have  long  enjoyed,  and  poffibly  may  (till  the  Eyes 
of  the  Nation  are  opened  by  its  Misfortunes)  further 
enjoy,  contrary  to  the  Rules  of  all  good  Policy;  but 
they  never  can  fupport  this  Monopoly  againft  Foreign- 
ers, who  are  not  fubjeit.  to  our  Laws.  All  politic 
Nations,  except  England,  fee  the  Riches,  Power,  and 
Influence  that  flow  from  Commerce,  and  therefore 
they  are  all  courting  fo  fair  a  Miftrefs  ;  the  French^ 
the  Danes,  the  Swedes,  the  Portuguese,  Spaniards,  and 
Pruffiam,  and,  in  ihort,  all  the  Nations  of  Europe. 
And  as  they  all  have  a  Right  to  trade  to  the  Eajl- 
Indies,  as  much  as  they  have  a  Right  to  trade  with 
Spain  or  any  other  European  Power,  you  may  depend 
on  it  they  will  trade  to  India,  unlefs  you  can  find  out 
Xorne  Method  to  make  it  not  worth  their  while ;  and 

i  hav§ 
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I  have  fhewn,  by  Examples,  that  this  Bill  will  not 
have  that  Effect;  for  mould  we  prohibit  Infurances 
being  made  here,  the  Priijffian  Company  (if  they  fhall 
fhink  proper  to  infure,  contrary  to  what  moft  Com- 
panies do)  will  find  they  can  infure  in  other  Parts  as 
cheap  and  as  well  as  in  Great-Britain  ;  and  they  will 
find  it  more  ready  and  more  convenient  to  infure  at 
Amfterdam  (which  is  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Embden^ 
and  no  Seas  to  crofs,  by  which  Situation,  if  Winds 
fhould  prove  contrary,  the  Opportunity  of  infuring 
might  be  loft)  than  in  London. 

*  I  beg  Leave  now  to  mow  to  the  Houfe  how  very 
advantageous  Infurance  is  in  general  to  the  Nation, 
and  in  particular,    the  Infurance  from  Embden-,  by 
which  Gentlemen  may  fee  what  a  Lofs  this  Nation 
will  fuftain  by  preventing  our  own  People  from  un- 
derwriting the  Embden  Policies,     That  the  Bufinefs  of 
Infurance  is  profitable,  there  needs  no  better  Proof 
than  its  being  carried  on  conftantly,  both  in  Peace 
and  War,  for  a  long  Courfe  of  Years,  by  Men  of 
Experience  and  Abilities  :    But,  in  order  to  convince 
Gentlemen  that  it  is  profitable  alfo  to  the  Nation,  I 
will  beg  Leave  to  obferve,  that  the  Infured  not  only 
Supports  the  Infurer,  but  likewife  the  Office-Keeper, 
who  receives  fo  much  per  Cent,  on  the  Premium,  and 
is  likewife  paid  half  per  Cent,  for  fettling  and  adjuft- 
ing  Loffes,  befides  the  Expence  of  the  Policy  :  He 
likewife  fupports  the  Merchant,  or  Factor  who  draws 
his  Commiffion  on  making  the  Infurance ;  and,  laftly, 
the  Dealer  in  Exchange  is  paid  his  Commiilion  for  re-* 
mitting  the  Money  recovered  :  If  to  this  be  added  the 
Premium  which  mufl  be  given  to  infure  the  Infurer, 
in  Cafe  of  a  Lofs,  the  Sum  total  then  paid  by  the 
Infured  will,  after  a  little  Confideration,  appear  much 
larger  than  fome  Gentlemen  may  have  at  firft  imagined. 
I  hope  therefore  this  fhort  Sketch  of  the  Expence  at- 
tending Infurances,  will  convince  the  Houfe  of  our 
Advantage  from  the  Bufinefs  of  infuring  foreign  Ships 
and  Goods. 

«  I  mufl: 
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6  I  muft  obferve,  Sir,  there  is  another  Circum- 
flance  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  which  is  worthy  of  Con- 
fideration ;  Thefe  Embden  Ships  (as  I  am  informed) 
were  bought  of  a  great  Builder,  Mr.  Bird,  in  our 
River,  were  intirely  rigged  and  victualled  here  ;  fo 
that  their  whole  Outfet  was  fo  much  Gain  to  the  Na- 
tion. They  were  then  infured  out  and  home  at  fix- 
teen  Guineas,  v/hen  our  Eajl-Indla  Ships  were  infured 
out  and  home  from  feven  to  eight.  And  this  Diffe- 
rence does  not  arife  from  the  real  Rifque  of  the  Pruf- 
fian  Ships  ,over  and  above  that  of  our  own,  but  from 
the  Advantage  taken  of  every  new  Adventurer :  For 
thefe  Ships  are  as  good  as  our  Eajl-India  Ships,  are  as 
well  found  and  rigged,  and,  I  dare  venture  to  fay, 
will  be  as  well  navigated,  and  as  fkilfully ;  for  it  is 
to  be  fuppofed  fome  of  our  beft  Sailors  will  be  con- 
cerned in  the  Navigation,  notwithstanding  what  has 
been  publifhed  in  the  Gazette. 

c  I  beg  Leave  further  to  obferve,  that  this  extra-* 
vagant  Premium  of  fixteen  Guineas  will,  in  a  great 
Meafure,  eat  up  the  Profits  of  the  moll:  fuccefsful 
Voyage. 

c  What  Policy,  therefore,  in  God's  Name,  mufr. 
this  be,  to  throw  fuch  an  immenfe  Profit  into  the 
Hands  of  Foreigners,  purely  to  gratify  the  ill-timed 
Schemes  of  a  monopolizing  Company,  and  of  a  few 
modern  Politicians  ! 

4  This  Company  has  been  the  Favourite  of  the 
Government,  and  has  been  always  encouraged  with- 
out a  good  and  fumcient  Caufe  ;  for  notwithstanding 
the  many  Favours  granted  them,  they  have  fhamefully 
neglected  their  Settlements  in  India,  and  fuffered  the 
Honour  of  the  Nation  to  be  trampled  on,  not  only 
by  the  French  and  Dutch,  but  by  the  Natives.  By 
their  Negligence  and  ill-timed  Frugality,  they  fuffered 
Fort  St.  George  to  be  taken,  which  they  might  have 
preferved  :  For  the  Government  always  mowed  them- 
felves  ready  to  fupport  them,  and  did  fupport  them  at 

an 
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an  immenfe  Expence ;  and  all  this  was  clone  to  keep 
up  the  Credit  of  their  Stock  at  home,  and  to  make 
large  Dividends,  when  they  owed  great  Sums  abroad, 
and  paid  9/.  'per  Cent,  for  Money,  in  order  to  enable 
their  Factors  to  make  the  necefiary  Inveftments  for  the 
European  Markets. 

c  If  the  Miniftry  are  determined  to  have  the  Eajl- 
India  Trade  flourifh,  and  not  only  to  check  the 
Growth  of  this  infant  Embden  Company,  but  every 
Other  Company  in  Europe^  let  them  open  our  India 
Company  under  proper  Reftriclrions.  Let  the  Forts 
and  Settlements  be  fupported  by  a  Duty  laid  on  all 
Adventures  fent  to  India  9  which  Duty  is  to  be  paid 
at  one  or  other  of  the  Company's  Forts,  or  at  the  India 
cr  Cuftom-Houfe  ;  and,  beiides  this,  let  the  Com- 
pany enjoy  an  exclusive  Trade  at  their  feveral  Forts, 
and  no  Merchant  be  fuffered  to  trade  within  the  Jurif-. 
diction  of  thofe  Forts  without  their  Confent.  By 
this  Method  the  Company  would  have  the  Benefit  of 
their  Ground-Rents  at  their  feveral  Forts,  and  their 
other  Advantages  of  Sovereignty,  and  an  exciufive 
Trade  within  the  Districts  of  their  Forts  :  And  thefQ 
Advantages,  1  am  certain,  would  enable  them  to  f up- 
port  their  Forts  and  Settlements  in  a  better  Manner 
than  they  have  hitherto  done,  provided  they  were, 
willing  fo  to  do  ;  and  the  private  Traders  would  then 
have  an  Opportunity  of  feeing  and  giving  an  Account 
of  the  Condition  of  their  Forts  to  the  Government. 

4  If  this  was  once  done,  I  am  certain  there  is  not 
a  Creek  nor  Corner  in  all  India  that  would  not  be 
filled  with  Britijh  Traders  and  Briti/h  Manufactures, 
and  the  Increafe  of  the  Revenue  would  be  immenfe. 
No  Tea  then  could  be  fmuggled,  for  it  would  fell  as 
cheap  or  cheaper  in  England  than  in  any  other  Pare  of 
Europe  -,  whereas  at  prefent,  by  the  Eajl-Indla  Com- 
pany's having  the  Monopoly  of  Teas  and  Eaft-Inula 
Commodities,  they  can  fix  their  own  exorbitant  Price 
pn  them,    fo  that  the  Government   cannot  gain  to 
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themfelves  that  Benefit  which  ought  to  be  expected 
from  lowering  the  Duties. 

6  No  Company  in  Europe,  old  or  new,  could  with- 
fland  fuch  a  Competition. 

'  Let  therefore  the  Eajl-India  Company  keep  their 
Forts  and  Settlements,  and  receive  the  Rents  and 
Profits  arifing  from  thofe  Forts,  but  let  the  Nation 
feek  out  new  Places  of  Trade  within  the  Limits  of 
their  Charter ;  let  the  bold,  adventuring  Merchant  be 
permitted  to  carry  the  Cloth  and  Manufactures  of 
Great-Britain  into  that  vaft,  expanfive,  rich  World  : 
It  is  a  Field  of  Commerce  fo  extenfive,  an  Harveft  fo 
plentiful,  that  a  low,  diftrefTed,  fpiritlefs,  interefted 
Company  has  not  Force  to  reap  and  gather  the  Fruits 
of  fuch  a  Trade. 

4  What  a  ProfpecT:  of  Advantage  is  this  to  the 
Nation  !  How  immenfely  would  your  Cuftoms  rife  f 
How  would  the  Nation  be  benefited  !  And  furely  a 
more  proper  and  favourable  Time  never  was.  You 
are  in  Peace ;  you  have  reduced  the  Intereft  of  Money 
to  three  per  Cent,  confequently  Men  will  be  glad  to 
employ  their  Money  in  Trade,  when  they  are  fure, 
by  fitting  ftill,  they  cannot  reap  greater  Advantages 
than  three  per  Cent.  And  this,  in  my  Opinion,  is 
one  of  the  many  great  Advantages  that  are  to  arife  to 
the  Nation  from  this  Reduction  of  Intereft. 

c  But  for  a  wife  trading  Nation  to  fit  down  tamely 
in  the  diftrefTed  Condition  we  now  are  in,  as  to  our 
Finances,  and  fuffer  a  few  interefted,  fpiritefs  Di- 
rectors in  Leadenball- Street  to  dictate  fuch  a  public 
Meafure,  and  monopolize  the  Trade  of  the  moft  ex- 
tenfive and  richeft  Part  of  the  Globe  ;  to  fuffer  them 
to  diftrefs  this  Realm  and  its  Colonies  abroad,  by 
Virtue  of  a  Charter,  the  Bounds  of  which  extend 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  all  over  India,  is  not  re- 
concileable  to  common  Senfe. 

4  Many  Gentlemen  here  know  that  formerly  the 
Sugar  Colonies  were  fupplied  with  Negroes  from 
Madagafcar,   a  vaft  Iflancl,   abounding  with  Slaves, 

and 
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An  Act:,  To  indemnify  Perfons  who  have   omitted  is   Anfto  1752, 
Qualify  themfelves  for  Offices  and  E?nployments  within  the 
Time  limited  by  Law,  and  for  allowing  further  Time  for 
that  Purpofe. 

and  other  rich  Commodities,  from  whence  the  Colo- 
nies drew  large  Quantities,  till  the  Eaji-India  Com- 
pany interfered,  and  prevented  private  Traders  car- 
rying on  a  Commerce,  which  they  defpifed.  I  only 
juft  mention  this,  to  prove  the  Diftrefs  of  the  Colo- 
nies from  this  Company's  having  fo  great  and  extenfive 
a  Charter. 

*  It  is  poflible  an  Adminiftration  may  imagine  that 
this  Company  may  furnim  Money  in  Time  of  Exi- 
gencies ;  but  an  Hon.  Gentleman  has  fhewed  that  the 
beft  and  readier!  Way  to  procure  Money,  on  reafon- 
able  Terms,  is  by  an  open  Subfcription,  and  not 
having  Recourfe  to  Companies  or  Stock-jobbers. 

*  The  flourifhing  Condition  of  the  French,  and  the 
large  Strides  they  make  to  engrofs  to  themfelves  the 
Power  of  India,  call  loudly  for  new  Meafures,  and 
ought  to  awaken  the  Attention  of  the  Adminiftration, 
ana  put  them  on  proper  Methods  and  Schemes  to  ob- 
ftruct  their  Trade,  and  the  Trade  of  any  new  Com- 
pany, fet  up  without  our  Connivance.  Opportuni- 
ties have  offered,  I  am  certain,  and  Plans  have  been 
laid  before  the  Miniftry,  which  would  have,  in 
great  Meafure,  anfwered  thefe  Purpofes ;  let  us  follow 
them. 

*  But  let  us  not,  for  Shame,  endeavour  to  mono- 
polize the  Trade  of  India  from  Foreigners,  by  fo  weak 
and  ineffectual  a  Method  as  the  prefent  Bill ;  as  if,  by 
preventing  your  own  Subjects  from  underwriting  the 

.Policies  of  Foreigners,  you  can  prevent,  or  at  leaft 
check  the  Growth  of  this  infant  Embden  Company. 
Sir,  it  is  an  ill-timed  Scheme,  too  partial  and  parti- 
cular, and  cannot  poflibly  have  any  good  Effect:.  We 
are,  by  this  Bill,  grinning  and  mowing  our  Teeth  at 
a  great  Prince,  without  being  able  to  bite  or  hurt  him; 
and  at  the  fame  Time  we  are  injuring  ourfelves  in  a 
very  effential  Manner,  by  throwing  great  Part  of  the 
Profits  gf  his  Company  into  the  Hands  gf  Foreigners, 

which 
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Anno  1752.        An  Act,  For  continuing  fever al  Laws  therein  mentioned* 
An  Act,  To  amend  the  Laws  for  preventing  the  Spread- 
ing of  the  Diftemper  amongji  the  Horned  Cattle  in  this 
Kingdom. 

An 


which  otherwife  would  fall  to  the  Share  of  our  Fel* 
low-  Subjects. 

c  Upon  the  whole,  I  hope  I  have  made  appear  to 
the  Houfe,  that  the  Bufinefs  of  Infurance  is  of  great 
Advantage  to  the  Nation,  and  that  if  we  were  not  to 
allow  Foreigners  to  infure  with  us,  they  could  as  con- 
veniently infure  with  our  Neighbours  5  and  that  thofe 
Infurances  are  made  upon  as  cheap  or  cheaper  Terms 
than  amongft  us,  and  that  they  will  be  as  fecure  of 
their  Money. 

c  I  have  fhewn  the  ill  Effects  which  attended  the 
lafl  Infurance  Bill,  particularly,  that  it  occafioned  the 
French  to  fet  up  Offices  of  Infurance  at  Paris  and 
Bourdeaux.  I  have  fhown  that  moft  of  the  trading 
Towns,  in  Europe  have  Offices  of  Infurance,  private 
or  public,  erected  ;  and  that  it  will  be  more  convenr- 
ent  for  the  PruJJians  to  infure  at  Amflerdam  than  at 
London,  provided  they  fhall  think  proper  to  infure, 
contrary  to  the  Cuftom  of  Companies,  who  never 
infure. 

*  I  have  fhewn  that  this  is  a  very  partial  and  impo- 
litic Bill,  and  tends  abfolutely  to  alienate  the  Af- 
fections of  his  PruJJian  Majefty,  without  the  moft 
diftant  ProfpecT:  of  Advantage. 

c  I  have  proved  that  the  Prujfians  can  never  become 
formidable  to  us  by  their  Trade,  not  having  fufficient 
Extent  of  Sea-Coaft;  for  that  the  Force  of  every 
Nation  at  Sea  will,  ceteris  paribus,  be  as  their  Extent 
of  Sea-Coaft. 

'  I  have  {hewn  the  very  Foundation  of  this  Bill  to 
be  wrong,  as  it  is  founded  on  the  abfurd  Principle  of 
Monopoly,  which  this  Nation  can  never  obtain  againft 
Foreigners,  although  it  may  be  eftablifhed  againft  our 
own  People ;  and  that  all  Europe  has  as  much  Right 
to  trade  to  India  as  we  have,  and  will  exert  that  Right, 
unlefs  we  can  find  a  Method  which  will  render  it  not 
worth  their  while. 

c  I  have 
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An  Aft,  To  enable  his  Majeftys  natural-born  Subjects    Anno  1752, 
to  inherit  the  Eflates  of  their  Ancejlors,  either  lateral  or  ' 
collateral,  notwithftanding  their  Fathers  or  Mothers  ivere 
Aliens. 

An  Act,  Forgiving  proper  Rezvards  to  Coroners. 

4  I  have  fhewn  that  the  only  Method  of  doing  this, 
is  by  laying  open  the  India  Trade  under  proper  Re- 
ftri&ions,  by  which  Means  you  would  not  only  check 
the  Growth  of  the  Embden  Company,  but  prevent  the 
Increafe  of  all  the  Companies  in  Europe y  and  raife  the 
Revenues  of  the  Kingdom  to  an  inconceivable  Height, 
and  caufe  fuch  a  Vent  of  the  Cloth  and  Manufactures 
of  the  Nation,  as  would  furprize  every  Man.  I  have 
fhewn,  that,  if  we  do  not  exert  ourfelves  vigorouily, 
the  French  will  engrofs  the  Power  and  Trade  of  India, 

'  And,  laftly,  I  have  fhewn,  that,  as  we  are  in 
Peace,  this  is  the  proper  Time  for  exerting  ourfelves, 
more  efpecially  fince  we  have  reduced  the  InterePc  of 
the  Funds  to  three  per  Cent,  which,  in  fome  Meafure, 
obliges  many  to  become  Adventurers  in  Trade,  who 
would  not  think  of  it,  if  the  Intereft  of  Money  was 
higher. 

6  And,  for  thefe  Reafons,  Sir,  I  do  hope  the  Bill 
may  not  be  committed/ 
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Tenth  Parliament  of  Great-Britain. 

On  the  nth  of  January,  1753,  the  Parliament  met  at 
Weftminfter,  when  his  Majejiy  went  to  the  Houfe  of 
Peers,  and  made  the  following  Speech* 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Anno  1753.  «  y  Have  received  fo  many  Proofs  of  the  good  Af- 
J  "  JL  fe&iqns  and  Zeal  of  my  People  for  my  Perfon 
"  and  Government,  that  every  Opportunity  of  meet- 
"  ing  them  in  Parliament  gives  me  a  new  Satisfaction . 
"  The  Maintenance  of  the  General  Peace,  already 
<c  happily  eftablifhed,  is  fo  defirable  for  all  Europe, 
"  that  all  my  Views  and  Negotiations  have  been  en- 
"  tirely  calculated  and  directed  to  preferve  it,  and 
<c  fecure  its  Duration.  I  am  Hill  proceeding,  and 
"  fhall  continue  to  act  upon  the  fame  Principle ;  no- 
<c  thing  being  capable  of  giving  me  fo  much  Comfort, 
"  as  that  my  good  Subjects  may  long  enjoy  the  happy 
<c  Fruits  of  the  prefent  Tranquillity.  I  have  the 
"  Satisfaction  to  be  arTured  of  a  good  Difpofition  in 
<c  all  the  Powers  in  Alliance  with  me,  to  adhere  to 
"  the  fame  falutary  Object: ;  and  the  Meafures  which 
cc  have  been  taken  in  different  Parts  of  Europe  for  that 
<c  Purpofe,  cannot  fail  to  give  additional  Strength  and 
"  Solidity  to  the  Provifions  made  by  the  Treaty  of 
«  Aix-la-ChapelleS9 

"  Gentle- 


"■  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons*  Anno  %%§** 

"  The  Eftimates  for  the  current  Year  fhall  be  laid 
?*  before  you  by  my  Order.  I  have  no  Supplies  to 
"  afk  of  you,  but  what  {hall  be  neceffary  for  the  ordi- 
"  nary  Services,  and  fuch  as  have  been  already  com- 
"  municated  to  you,  and  for  the  Security  of  the  Na- 
"  tion,  and  the  Support  of  its  Trade  and  Commerce^ 
"  on  which  the  effential  Interefts  of  this  Kingdom 
"  depend.  I  muft,  at  the  fame  Time,  earneftly  re- 
<c  commend  the  Continuance  of  your  Attention  to 
<c  the  Reduction  of  the  national  Debt,  the  Improve- 
<c  ment  of  the  public  Revenue,  and  augmenting  the 
«  Sinking  Fund." 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

'"  I  hope  you  will  find,  that  the  Laws  made  the  kit 
**  Seffion  of  Parliament,  for  fuppreffing  thofe  Crimes 
"  and  Diforders  which  have  been  fo  juftly  complained 
**  of,  have  had  a  good  Effect.  Whatfoever  is  further 
<c  necefTary  to  perfect  fo  laudable  a  Work,  deferves 
u  your  ferious  Confideration  ;  that  whilft  we  enjoy 
<c  Peace  abroad,  we  may  maintain  good  Order  and 
"  Regularity  at  home.  My  hearty  Concurrence  and 
"  Endeavours  fhall  never  be  wanting  in  any  thing 
"  that  may  promote  your  Welfare  and  Profperi ty" 

The  ADDRESS   of  the   Commons  to   the   KING. 
Prefented  January  13,   1753. 

<c  Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

"  \H7rE  y0ur  MaJe%'s  moft  &utifal  and  loyal 
«  V V  Subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain^ 
"  in  Parliament  afiembled,  humbly  beg  Leave  to  re- 
"  turn  your  Majefty  our  hearty  Thanks  for  your  moft 
"  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne ;  and  to  congra- 
<c  tulate  your  Majefty  upon  your  fafe  and  happy  Ar- 
M  rival  in  this  Kingdom. 

"  Permit  us,  Sir,  to  exprefs  our  fincere  Joy,  that 
"  the  dutiful  Conduct:  of  your  Majefty's  faithful 
■*  Commons  has  been  rewarded  with  your  royal  Ap- 
"  probation,  and  to  affure  yoih*  Majefty  of  the  Con- 
"  tinuarfce  of  that  Zeal  and  Affection  for  your  Per'fon 

E  2  «*  and 
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Anno  1753.  "  and  Government,  which  your  Majefty's  constant 
'  "  Attention  to  the  Happinefs  of  your  People  fo  juftly 
"  demands. 

*c  We  muft  ever  acknowledge  your  Majefty's  *  Wif- 
<c  dom  as  well  as  Goodnefs,  in  purfuing  fuch  Mea- 
46  fures  as  may  beft  contribute  to  maintain,  and  ren- 
"  der  permanent,  the  general  Tranquillity  in  Europe: 
««  And  fufFer  us,  Sir,  at  the  fame  Time,  to  declare 
<c  our  Satisfaction  at  the  Afturances  which  your  Ma- 
"  jelly  has  received  from  your  Allies,  of  their  good 
*'  Difpofition  to  adhere  to  the  fame  falutary  Object. 

"  Your  faithful  Commons,  with  the  trueft  Zeal 
"  and  Duty,  promife  your  Majefty  to  raife  with 
*'  Chearfulnefs,  Unanimity,  and  Difpatch,  fuch  Sup- 
"  plies  as  fhall  be  found  neceflary  for  the  Security  of 
"  the  Nation,  and  the  Support  of  its  Trade  and  Com- 
<c  merce,  fo  efiential  to  the  well-being  of  this  Coun- 
"  try. 

"  We  cannot  fufficiently  teftify  our  grateful  Senfe 
cc  of  your  Majefty's  provident  Concern  for  the  Wei- 
"  fare  of  this  Nation,  in  recommending  again  to  our 
"  Attention  the  lefTening  of  the  National  Debt ;  and 
<e  to  afliire  your  Majefty,  that  we  will  take  into  our 
"  ferious  Confideration  the  beft  Means  to  improve 
•*c  the  public  Revenue,  whereby  the  heavy  Load  of 
<c  our  Debts  may  be  put  in  a  Method  of  being  gra- 
"  dually  reduced,  and  the  national  Credit,  already  in 
<c  a  flourifhing  Condition,  be  firmly  eftablifhed. 

a  we  further  beg  Leave  to  affure  your  Majefty, 
<c  that,  whilft  we  reflect  with  Gratitude  upon  the 
"  Bleffings  of  Peace  abroad,  and  enjoy  the  daily 
cc  Fruits  of  the  Continuance  of  it,  we  will  not  be 
f6  wanting  in  our  Endeavours  to  preferve  good  Order 
"  and  Regularity  at  home  ;  happy  in  this  Conviction, 
"  that,  from  the  whole  Tenor  of  your  Majefty's 
"  aufpicious  Reign,  we  are  fure  of  your  Majefty's 
4?  hearty  Concurrence  in  every  Meafure,  which  may 
cc  tend  to  promote  the  true  Interefts  and  Profperity  of 

your  People." 


tt 


*  A  Motion  was  made  by  Lord  Egmffnt  to  leave  out  thefe  four 
Words,  and  feconded  by  Mr ^Sydenham.  Mr.  Pelham  anfwered  them  j 
and  Mr.  Alderman  Btdfoid  replied.    But  there  was  no  Divifion. 

His 
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His  MAJESTY'S  ANSWER. 

"  Gentlemen, 
««  If  Thank  you  moft  heartily  for  this  very  affeclionate   Anno  1753, 
"  X  Addrefs. 

"  Your  Zeal  for  the  Good  of  the  Public,  and  for 
"  my  Government,  cannot  but  afford  me  the  highefi: 
"  Satisfaction.  My  chief  Concern  will  always  be 
"  the  Happinefs  of  my  People." 

The  Number  of  Forces  this  Year  was  voted  to  be 
the  fame  as  the  laft,  though  the  Gentlemen  in  the 
Oppofition  were  for  having  no  more  than  15,000  con- 
tinued ;  but  their  Amendment  was  rejected  by  a  Ma- 
jority of  253  againfi:  65.  The  whole  of  the  Sum 
granted  this  Year,  was  divided  as  follows  :  For  the 
current  Service  of  1753,  2,026,393/.  for  Services  in- 
curred, and  not  provided  for,  87,801/.  and  for  Defi- 
ciencies of  former  Funds,  18,512/.  which  in  the 
whole,  including  their  feveral  Fractions,  amounted  to 
2,132,707/.  17J.  i\d.  The  Amount  of  the  National 
Debt,  this  Year,  amounted  to  74,368,415/,  15 s.  id, 
TheLargenefs  of  this  Debt  gave  a  Handle  for  faying 
fome  very  fevere  Things  againft  the  (Economy  of  the 
Miniftry  :  But  Mr.  Pelham,  in  a  reconciling  Speech, 
propofed  to  continue  the  Land-Tax  at  3;.  in  the 
Pound,  or  to  reduce  it  to  2s.  in  the  Pound,  and  to 
make  up  the  Deficiency,  by  applying  the  unappropri- 
ated Money  then  in  the  Exchequer,  amounting  to  above 
230,000/.  together  with  fuch  a  Sum  as  mould  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  be  taken  from  the  Sinking  Fund,  in  which 
Cafe  it  would  be  proper  to  continue  the  Salt  Duty  for 
ever,  and  to  appropriate  it  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  after 
Payment  of  what  was  then  charged  upon  it;  but 
would  not  conclude  with  any  Motion,  until  he  heard 
the  Sentiments  of  the  Houfe  upon  this  Alternative. 
The  Senfe  of  the  Houfe,  which  at  that  Time  hap- 
pened to  be  compofed  of  landed  Gentlemen,  went  for 
the  2 s.  in  the  Pound  Land-Tax;  in  Confequence  of 
which,  the  larger  Sum  was  taken  from  the  Sinking 
Fund,  and  the  Duties  upon  Salt  was  rendered  per- 
petual. 

E  3  'January 
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Anno  1753.  January  23,  a  Bill  was  brought  in  and  pafled,  for 
obliging  Ships  more  effectually  to  perform  Qiiarantaine, 
and  for  preventing  the  Plague  being  brought  from 
foreign  Parts  into  Great-Britain.  Another  Bill  was 
brought  in  and  pafled,  upon  a  Petition  from  the  Mer- 
chants and  Infurers  of  London,  for  inforcing  the  Laws 
againft  Perfons  who  fhall  fteal  or  detain  fhipwrecked 
Goods.  By  this  Ac~t,  fuch  Offences  are  to  be  profe- 
cuted  at  the  Expence  of  the  County  where  they  were 
committed.  On  the  14th  of  February 1,  no  fewer  than 
ten  Petitions  were  prefented  from  Liverpool,  Great 
Yarmouth,  and  other  Places,  complaining  of  a  great 
pecreafe  in  the  Exportation  of  Woollen  Manufactures 
of  thefe  Kingdoms  to  Turkey,  occafioned,  as  the  Peti- 
tioners apprehended,  by  an  exclufive  Grant  by  a  Com- 
pany of  Merchants  trading  thither ;  and  alledging, 
that  this  Monopoly  had  given  the  French,  and  other  Fo- 
reigners, an  Opportunity  of  fupplanting  us  in  that 
Branch  of  Commerce ;  and  that  the  beft  Method  to  re-* 
gain  that  Branch  of  Trade,  was  to  lay  it  open  to  all  his 
Majefty's  Subjects;  and  therefore  praying  the  Houfe  to 
give  Leave,  that  a  Bill  might  be  brought  in  for  laying 
open  the  Trade  to  Turkey  to  all  his  Majefty?s  Subjects^ 
?md  to  grant  fuch  other  Relief  to  the  Petitioners  in  the 
Premifes,  as  to  the  Houfe  mould  feem  meet.  Other  Pe- 
titions to  the  fame  Purpofe  poured  in  fo  fail  from  other 
Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  that  notwithftanding  an  Op-* 
pofition  offered  to  it  by  the  Turkey  Company,  the  Bill 
pailed  into  a  Law ;  fo  that  the  Qualification  of  a  Mer- 
chant trading  to  Turkey,  was  made  to  be  no  more  than 
20/.  and  all  the  Tyrannies,  fo  much  complained  of  in 
the  Company,  were'  abolifhed.  On  the  27th  of  the 
fame  Month,  Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
permitting  the  Exportation  of  Wool  and  Woollen^ 
or  Bay  Yarn,  from  any  Port  in  Ireland,  to  any  Port 
in  Great-Britain;  which,  after  meeting  with  various 
Oppofiticns,  particularly  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Lincoln/hire,  where  a  great  deal  of  Wool  grows,  pafled 
'poih  Floufes,  and  received  the  royal  AfTent, 

A  Motion  this  Seilion  was  made  by  Mr.  Thornton, 
Member  for  York,  for  bringing  in  a  Militia  Bill. 
This  Motion  had  been  often  made  in  former  Seffions, 
and  as  the  Court  could  not  decently  oppofe  it,  it  was 

generally 
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generally  fufTered  to   pafs ;   but   upon   fome   Doubt,    Anno  1753, 
Difficulty,  or  Delay  arifing,  the  Bill  never  had  been 
carried  into  Effect,  which  was  likewife  the  Fate  of  it 
this  Year. 

At  this  Time  the  common  People  of  England  were 
laid  under  a  moft  intolerable  Kind  of  a  Tax,  by  the 
prodigious  Rife  of  the  Price  of  Mufcavado  Sugars  im- 
ported from  Jamaica,  which  made  all  Sugars  manu- 
factured in  Great-Britain  double  the  Price  of  what 
they  were  manufactured  for  by  the  French  and  other 
Nations.  This  Hardfhip  was  ftrongly  kt  forth  in  a 
Petition  brought  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons  from 
the  Sugar  Refiners,  Grocers,  and  other  Perfons  deal- 
ing in  Sugars  in  the  Cities  of  London  and  Wefimin/iery 
and  the  Borough  of  Southwark,  and  by  another  Peti- 
tion from  the  fame  Dealers  in  the  City  of  BriftcL 
The  Aim  of  thofe  Petitions  was,  to  oblige  the  great 
Proprietors  of  Land  in  Jamaica,  either  to  cultivate 
greater  Quantities  of  Ground  for  the  Propagation  of 
Sugar,  or  for  the  Petitioners  to  obtain  Leave  to  im- 
port Sugars  from  other  Countries,  when  the  Prices  of 
thofe  imported  from  Jamaica  rofe  above  a  certain 
Price  :  They  laying  it  as  an  Allegation  in  their  Peti- 
tion, That  the  Sugar  Planters  in  'Jamaica  found 
their  Intereft  much  more  in  importing  fmall  than  large 
Quantities  of  Sugar  into  Great-Britain  from  that 
Mand.  As  the  Planters  of  'Jamaica  had  their  Griev- 
ances likewife  to  complain  of,  they  had  fent  over  a 
very  ftrong  Reprefentation  of  them,  and  of  the  la- 
mentable State  of  their  Ifland,  to  his  Majefty,  which 
Alderman  Beckford  moved  might  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe :  But  this  paffed  in  the  Negative.  A  Com- 
mittee, however,  of  the  whole  Houie  took  into  Con- 
lideration  the  Petition  of  the  Englijh  Manufacturers 
of  Sugar,  and  examined  a  great  Number  of  Witnefles 
and  Papers  upon  it  j  but  fuch  Difficulties  arofe,  that  no- 
thing final  was  done  in  the  Matter  this  Seffion.  Mr. 
Alderman  Beckford-,  who  had  a  great  Concern  in  this 
Affair,  undertook  the  Defence  of  the  Sugar  Planters  on 
this  Occafion.  Several  Papers  on  that  Head  had  been 
moved  for,  which  were  accordingly  prefented,  from 
the  Commiflioners  of  Trade  and  Plantations.  Thefe 
Papers,  with  a  Report  from  the  Commiflioners,  were 
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Anno  1755.  referred  to  a  Committee,  which  on  the  8th  of  March 
Came  to  the  following  Refolutions  :  if!,  That  the 
Peopling  the  Ifland  of  "Jamaica  with  white  Inhabitants, 
and  Cultivating  the  Lands  thereof,  are  the  moft  proper 
Meafures  for  fecuring  that  Ifland,  and  for  increafing 
the  Trade  and  Navigation  between  that  Ifland  ana 
Great-Britain,  as  well  as  to  and  from  other  Parts  of 
his  Majefly's  Dominions.  2d,  That  the  Endeavours 
hitherto  ufed  by  the  Legiflature  of  the  Ifland  of  Ja- 
maica,  to  increafe  the  Number  of  white  Inhabitants, 
and  to  enforce  the  Cultivation  of  Lands,  in  the  Man-* 
ner  that  may  conduce  bef!  to  the  Security  and  Defence 
of  that  Ifland,  have  not  been  effectual  for  theie  Pur- 
pofes.  Thefe  Refolutions  being' agreed  to  by  the 
Koufe,  a  Bill  was  ordered  in  upon  them  ;  but  it  did 
not  pafs  ■  into  Law,  the  Miniflry  affecting  Ignorance 
of  the  true  State  of  the  Ifland. 

By  another  Bill,  which  paffed  this  Seflion,  the  In- 
habitants of  the  City  of  Edinburgh  were  empowered  to 
erect  feveral  public  Buildings,  to  improve  the  Avenues 
to  their  City,  and  to  enlarge  and  adorn  the  Streets 
and  other  Places  of  public  Refort,  This  was  a  very 
nccefTary  Bill,  when  the  Importance  of  that  City,  the 
fecond  as  to  Dignity  in  the  Kingdom,  is  confidered, 
and  that  it  was  moil  miferably,  at  that  Time,  defti- 
tute  of  all  that  could  contribute  to  either  the  Grandeur 
or  the  Conveniency  of  the  Inhabitants.  A  public 
voluntary  Subfcription  had  been  opened  by  the  Nobi-r 
lity  and  Gentry  for  defraying  the  Expences  of  carry  ^ 
ing  the  Purpofes  of  the  Bill  into  Execution  ;  and  the. 
Subfcribers  had  chofe.  Truftees,  whom  this  Act  em- 
powered to  purchafeJLands,  and  to  make  the  Altera- 
tions required  by  the  Bill.  This  Scheme  was  a  very 
noble  one,  and  when  carried  into  Execution,  will  be 
one  of  the  moil  magnificent  Memorials,  of  the  many, 
with  which  his  late  Majefty's  Reign  was  diftinguifhed. 

Among!!  t-he  many  Nufances  which  had  contributed 
to  the  geneol  Profligacy  of  Manners,  fo  remarkable 
among!!,  .the  common  Peopje  at  this  Time,  the  Abufe 
of  Alehoufes  was.  one  of  the  chief,  and  Reprefentali- 
ons  from  all  Places  of  the  Kingdom  were  printed  and 
feqt  up  to  'London  on  that  Plead.  A  Bill  was  there- 
fore 'brought  in,  and  paiFed,  March  ^,  without  any 
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Oppofition,  which  tied  down  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace   Anno  1753. 
to  certain  Rules  in  granting  Licences  for  Alehoufes ;  r 
and  impofed  more  fevere  Terms  upon  the  Keepers  of 
them,  to  prevent  their  Abufe.     The  famous  Broad- 
Wheel  Waggon  Bill  palled  this  Seffion. 

March  27,  a  Bill  was  brought  in,  c  For  taking  and 
registering  an  annual  Account  of  the  total  Number 
of  People,  and  of  the  total  Number  of  Marriages, 
Births,  and  Deaths,  and  alfo  a  total  Number  of  Poor 
receiving  Alms  from  every  Parim  and  extraparochial 
Place  in  Great-Brit  am?  The  great  Patron  of  this  Bill, 
was  Mr.  Potter,  Son  to  the  late  Archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury, who  was  looked  upon  as  no  inconfiderable 
Speaker  in  the  Houfe,  and  a  Man  of  more  than 
middling  Abilities  ;  but  he  was  extremely  pofitive, 
and  fomewhat  conceited  of  his  own  Parts.  The  Ar- 
guments with  which  the  Motion,  which  was  certainly 
an  important  one,  was  fupported,  were  as  follow  : 
That  an  annual  Regifter  of  the  People  would  produce 
many  Advantages  of  great  Importance,  which  could 
no  otherwife  be  obtained :  That  it  would  afcertain  the 
collective  Strength  of  the  Nation,  and  mew  where 
the  Inhabitants  are  too  numerous,  and  where  they  are 
too  few  :  That  when  the  exact  Number  of  our  People 
is  known,  and  not  before,  it  might  be  certainly  de- 
termined whether  a  general  Naturalization  would  be 
an  Advantage  or  Difad vantage  to  the  Nation :  It 
would  appear  what  Number  of  Men  might  upon  a 
fudden  Exigency  be  levied  for  the  Army,  and  whe- 
ther we  gain  or  lofe  by  fending  our  Natives  to  fettle 
Colonies  and  Plantations  abroad,  and  Troops  and ' 
Artificers  for  their  Accommodation  and  Defence. 

That  by  purfuing  this  Meafure  v/e  mould  obtain  a 
Police,  or  a  local  Adminiftration  of  Civil  Govern-  • 
ment,  upon  certain  and  knowm  Principles,  the  Want 
of  which  has  been  long  a  Reproach  peculiar  to  this 
Nation,  the  Difcouragement  of  Induftry,  and  the 
Support  of  Idlenefs, 

It  was  alfo  alledged,  That  the  Parim  Regifters,  as 
they  are  now  kept,  are  very  defective,  and  fo  far  from 
anfwering  the  Purpofe  of  the  intended  Bill,  that  they 
do  not  in  many  Inilanc.es  enable  the  Suitors  in  Courts ' 
of  Juftice  to  recover  their  Right,  when  no  other  Evi- 
dence 
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Anno  1753.  denee  is  wanting:  That  the  Poer,  notwithftanding 
1  —yi  ,m)  innumerable  Regulations,  are  extremely  expenfive 
and  burthenfome,  although  they  are  ftill  frequently 
fufTered  to  perifh  of  Difeafes  and  Naftinefs,  of  Cold 
and  Hunger,  are  often  treated  with  Cruelty  and  Op- 
preilion,  and  fcarce  ever  fet  to  work.  And  that, 
without  an  Account  of  the  Poor's  Rate  through  the 
Kingdom,  thefe  Evils  cannot  be  remedied,  becaufe 
there  is  not  fuflicient  Knowledge  for  an  effectual  Pro- 
vifion,  nor  fufncient  Data  for  new  Enquiries. 

On  the  other  Side,  William  Thornton,  Efq;  Mem- 
ber for  Fork,  fpoke  as  follows. 
e  Mr.  Speaker, 
WiliiamThorE-  *  I  was  never  more  aftonifhed  and  alarmed  fince  I 
ton,  Efyj  ^ad  t|ie  honour  to  fit  in  this  Houfe,  than  I  have  been 
this  Day :  For  I  did  not  believe  that  there  had  been 
any  Set  of  Men,  or,  indeed,  any  Individual  of  the 
human  Species  fo  prefumptuous,  and  fo  abandoned,  as 
to  make  the  Propofal  which  we  have  juft  heard.  It  is, 
indeed,  impoffible  that  fuch  Infamy  and  fuch  Danger 
fhould  be  incurred  by  Men,  whofe  natural  Abilities 
at  leaft  are  not  contemptible,  without  a  ProfpecT:  of 
fuch  Gain  as  in  their  Eftimation  amounts  to  an  Equi- 
valent ;  and  for  this  Reafon  I  cannot  believe  that  the 
Motives  which  they  are  pleafed  to  affign  are  thofe 
from  which  they  act :  The  Hope  of  fome  Advantage 
to  themfelves,  can  only  urge  them  to  perpetrate  fuch 
Evil  to  others ;  for,  not  to  fet  any  Value  upon  the 
R.eputation  or  Peace  which  they  rifk,  it  can  never  be 
imagined  that  they  would  moleft  and  perplex  every 
fingle  Family,  in  the  Kingdom,  merely  to  fet  a  Beggar 
to  work,  or  determine  any  Queflions  in  political  A- 
rithmetic. 

'But  though  a  national  Averfion  and  Difguft  to  any 
Meafure,  be  a  fufficient  Reafon  againft  it,  yet  there 
are  Reafons  againft  this  of  much  greater  Importance  ; 
fuch  Reafons  as  prove  that  Averfion  and  Difgufl  to  be 
well  founded.  An  annual  Regifter  of  our  People, 
will  acquaint  our  Enemies  abroad  with  our  Weaknefs, 
and  a  Return  of  the  Poor's  R.ate,  our  Enemies  at 
home  with  our  Wealth.  Our  Enemies  abroad  are 
the  Spaniards  and  the  French,  and  our  Enemies  at  home 
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are  Place -men  and  Tax-mafters  ;  arid  I  mould  ill  de-    Anno  1753. 
ferve  the  Confidence  placed  in  me  by  my  Conftituents, 
if  I  mould  concur  to  increafe  the  Knowledge  or  the 
Power  of  either,  which  has,  with  equal  AiTiduity  and 
Perfeverance,  been  employed  againft  us. 

*  But,  granting  that  fome  good  Purpofe  may  be 
anfwered  by  the  Knowledge  of  our  Numbers,  why 
is  it  to  be  returned  to  the  Board  of  Trade  ?  And  why 
©ftener  than  once  in  five  Years,  after  the  Manner  of 
the  Roman  Cenfus  f  Surely  the  Roman  Policy  will  af- 
ford a  better  Model  for  the  Regulation  of  a  free  State 
than  the  French,  But  let  not  Gentlemen  be  deceived 
by  fpecious  Pretences,  when  the  Cenfus  is  once  taken, 
a  Luflrum  will  certainly  follow;  and,  I  hope,  thofe 
who  remember  the  Arguments  which  were  lately  isifed 
to  obtain  a  Bill  for  registering  our  Seamen,  will  re- 
prefs  every  Attempt  to  repeat  them  with  Contempt 
and  Indignation. 

*  Can  it  be  pretended,  that  by  the  Knowledge  of 
our  Number,  or  our  Wealth,  either  can  be  increafed  ? 
Is  it  not  evident,  that,  to  all  good  Purpofes,  it  will 
render  them  lefs  effective  ?  If  we  are  fuddenly  preiTed 
by  a  foreign  Enemy,  or  endangered  by  a  Rebellion, 
we  muft,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  Power,  raife  a  Force 
proportioned  to  the  Exigency,  let  the  Number  upon 
the  whole  be  what  it  will ;  for  no  Evil  is  equal  to  the 
Subverfion  of  our  State.  To  what  End  then  fhould 
our  Number  be  known,  except  we  are  to  be  preffed 
into  the  Fleet  and  the  Army,  or  tranfplanted  like 
Felons  to  the  Plantations  abroad  ?  And  what  Purpofe 
will  it  anfwer  to  know  where  the  Kingdom  is  crowd- 
ed, and  where  it  is  thin,  except  we  are  to  be  driven 
from  Place  to  Place  as  Graziers  do  their  Cattle  ?  If 
this  be  intended,  let  them  brand  us  at  once ;  but 
while  they  treat  us  like  Oxen  and  Sheep,  let  them  not 
infult  us  with  the  Name  of  Men. 

<  As  to  myfelf,  I  hold  this  Project  to  be  totally  fub- 
yerfive  of  the  laft  Remains  of  Englijh  Liberty,  and 
therefore,  though  it  fhould  pafs  into  a  Law,  I  mould 
think  myfelf  under  the  higheft  of  all  Obligations  to 
oppofe  its  Execution.  If  any  Officer,  by  whatever 
Authority,  mould  demand  of  me  an  Account  of  the 
Number  and  Circumftances  of  my  Family,  I  would 
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Anno  1753.  refufe  it;  and  if  he  perfifted  in  the  Affront,  I  wouM 
order  my  Servants  to  give  him  the  Difcipline  of  the 
Horfe-pond  ;  nor  would  I  fail  to  exert  every  Faculty 
and  Power  of  my  Body  and  Mind,  all  the  Influence 
which  I  derive  from  my  Fortune,  or  my  Attachments, 
to  produce  the  fame  Oppofition  in  my  Neighbours, 
my  Tenants,  and  my  Friends.  If  I  fhould  ftruggle 
2  lone  in  fo  glorious  a  Caufe,  or  if  the  Mercenaries  of 
Oppreffion  mould  prevail,  I  would  immediately  fell 
the  little  I  poffefs,  and  fpend  the  Remainder  of  my 
Days  in  fome  other  Country,  where,  if  I  am  not 
more  free,  I  fhali  not  be  a  Spectator  of  the  Ruin 
which  I  could  not  prevent,  nor  fuffer  the  Torment  of 
perpetually  comparing  the  prefent  with  the  paft.  A 
tame  Submiilion  to  this  Yoke,  will  indeed  prove  that 
the  Spirit  of  our  Ancestors  is  departed,  and  has  left 
us  unworthy  of  our  Birthright ;  we  fhall  deferve  the 
Canvas  Frock  and  wooden  Shoes,  which  will  inevi- 
tably be  put  on.  But,  however  degenerate  fome  may 
be,  I  am  ftill  confident  that  without  Doors  there  are 
Thoufands  who  have  not  bowed  the  Knee  to  Baal, 
and  who  will  not  fuffer  his  Altars  to  be  fet  up. 

c  I  know  it  is  a  fafbionable  Complaint,  that  the 
People  are  become  too  licentious  to  be  reftrained  by 
the  prefent  Delegation  of  Power,  and,  I  believe,  the 
Complaint  is  true,  but  that  which  is  propofed  as  a 
Remedy,  is  indeed  the  Caufe.  There  is  a  certain 
Limit,  beyond  which  human  Authority  can  never  be 
obeyed  ;  to  exceed  this  Bound,  is  always  to  bring  Au- 
thority into  Contempt,  and  an  Effort  ftill  to  enforce 
Laws,  by  multiplying  Penalties,  can  only  provoke 
Indignation,  and  endanger  the  State.  Let  the  Laws 
therefore  be  few,  fuch  as  human  Power  can  furnifh 
fufHcient  Motives  to  keep ;  the  Legiflature  will  then 
preferve  its  Dignity,  and  the  People  their  Independ-. 
cnce  ;  no  Power  will  be  given  to  petty  Tyrants  to 
opprefs  whomfoever  they  pleafe,  by  profecuting  for 
Offences,  of  which  we  are  all  become  guilty,  by  the 
Breach  of  Laws  which  no  Man  can  keep. 

'  It  was  the  Opinion  of  Solon,  that  the  beft  Laws 
ought  never  to  be  enforced  againd  the  general  Bent 
and  Inclination  of  the  People,  becaufe  they  muff  ne-. 
ceiTarily  produce  greater  Evils  than  they  can  prevent, 
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And^  I  hope,  I  fhall  not  be  cenfured  for  quoting  the  Anno  1753* 
Opinion  of  the  Grecian  Legiflator,  by  thofe  who  every  * 
Day  patiently  liften,  not  only  to  the  Schemes,  but  the 
Jargon  of  France :  To  talk  in  a  Britifi  Houie  of 
Commons  of  eftablrfhing  a  Lazaretto  and  a  Police,  is 
an  Infult,  which  he  who  does  not  refent  it,  deferves ; 
is  an  Offence,  for  which  we  want  a  Name ;  and  as 
much  an  Enemy  as  I  am  to  Penal  Laws,  I  regret  that 
we  want  a  Punifhment.  Cromwell  difdained  even  to 
treat  with  the  French  Ambaffador  in  any  Language  but 
Latin,  and  this  is  well  accounted  for  by  a  late  Bio- 
grapher; to  have  done  otherwife,  would  have  been 
adopting  the  Language  of  our  ancient  Enemy,  and 
might  introduce  a  Conformity  to  their  flavilh  Conlti- 
tution  and  Modes  of  Government. 

6  It  has  been  faid  that  the  Bill  will  encourage  Trade 
and  Induftry.  The  Encouragement  which  Trade  and 
Induftry  will  derive  from  French  Policy,  will  beft  ap- 
pear by  the  Manner  in  which  the  French  King's  Te- 
nants, or  VaiTals,  are  treated,  by  the  Gentlemen 
whom  I  will  for  once,  in  Compliance  with  the  Mode, 
call  Officers  of  the  Police.  To  thefe  VaiTals  they 
make  an  annual  Vifit,  take  an  Account  of  the  Pro^ 
duce  of  their  Induftry,  the  Income  of  the  Farm,  and 
the  Number  of  the  Family :  If  the  Officer  cle  Police 
happens  to  be  gracioufly  inclined,  he  leaves  them  a 
fmall  Portion  of  what  their  Labour  has  produced  for 
their  Subfiftence  ;  but,  if  he  is  difpofed  to  exercife  his 
Authority  without  Favour,  he  fweeps  away  the  whole 
for  the  King;  and,  in  diftant  Provinces,  the  Sufferer 
is  wholly  without  Poffibility  of  Redrefs.  It  alio  fome- 
times  happens  that  one  of  thefe  Gentlemen  de  Police, 
upon  hearing  that  a  Man's  Wife,  or  his  Child,  wear 
better  Clothes  than  common,  will  return  and  tax  them 
again,  that  nothing  may  remain  for  fuperfluous  Ex- 
pence. 

'  Let  us  not  forge  Fetters  for  ourfelves,  and  intruft 
them  in  the  Hands  of  thofe  who  urge  us  to  the  Folly, 
in  a  foolifh  Confidence  that  they  will  not  put  them  on. 
Let  us  not  invert  any  Man  with  Power,  which  is 
abufed  by  thofe  who  poffefs  it  already.  What  Affu- 
rance  can  we  obtain  that  our  own  Tax-mafters  will  be 
more  gentle  than  the  French,  when  they  have  the  fame 
-   .   ..  Temp- 
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Anno  1753.  TemPtat*ons  *°  ^  ^evere  -?  I  am>  indeed,  furprifed 
that  the  Miniftry  do  not  declare  againft  this  Bill, 
fince  it  muft  render  them  extremely  unpopular,  and, 
as  it  happens  at  the  Eve  of  a  General  Election,  may, 
in  its  Confequences,  embarrafs  and  diftrefs  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Government  and  Councils ;  Effects  which,  per- 
haps, thofe  who  appear  in  Defence  of  this  Meafure 
intended  it  mould  produce. 

c  That  I  may  leave  nothing  unanfwered,  which  has 
been  urged  on  the  other  Side,  I  will  admit  that  the 
Parifh  Regifters  are  now  defective ;  but  it  does  not  ap- 
pear to  me  that  we  ought  to  render  them  complete  at 
the  annual  Expence  of  50,000  /.  I  believe  the  fame 
Purpofe  may  be  obtained  upon  more  reafonable  Terms  ; 
and,  if  I  thought  any  Service  was  really  intended  to 
the  Poor  of  this  Kingdom,  I  could  fhew  how  it  might 
eafily  and  effe&ally  be  afforded  5  but  as  I  firmly,  and 
with  good  Reafon,  believe  the  contrary,  I  will  referve 
my  Propofal  for  a  fit  Opportunity.  , 

6  The  prefent  Motion  I  am  wholly  againft,  and  I 
hope  my  Reafons  have  been  fumciently  explained.' 

The  Queftion  being  put,  it  was  carried  for  bring- 
ing in  the  Bill,  and  Mr.  Potter,  Mr.  Grenville,  Lord 
Strange,  Lord  Hilljborough,  Lord  Barrington,  Lord 
Dupplin,  Mr.  Charles  Torke,  the  Lord  Advocate  of 
Scotland,  and  Mr.  Ofwald,  were  ordered  to  prepare  and 
bring  it  in. 

On  the  Reading  it  was  urged,  that  this  Bill  would 
facilitate  an  equal  Affeflment  in  raifmg  the  prefent 
Taxes,  and  might  direct  the  Legiflature  to  impofe 
others,  when  others  mould  become  necefTary,  though 
nothing  more  was  immediately  intended,  than  to  gra- 
tify the  Curiofity  of  forrie  Perfons,  who  wanted  to 
know  the  exa£t  Number  of  the  People,  and  to  afcer- 
tain  the  lineal  Defcent  of  every  Family  :  That  it  did 
indeed  inveft  certain  petty  Officers  with  exorbitant 
Power,  and  inforce  Obedience  under  fevere  Penalties  -y 
that  it  would  be  attended  with  great  national  Expence, 
and  could  not  be  executed  without  producing  much 
Trouble  and  Vexation  :  But  it  was  alledged,  that  this 
Power  would  either  be  exerted  with  great  Lenity,  or, 
perhaps,  not  exerted  at  all  ;  that  the  Penalties  would 
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never  be  levied;  that  the  People  might  chufe,  whe-  Anno  1753. 
ther  they  would  comply  with  the  new  Law,  or  op-  U.  -^--  ■■* 
pofe  it ;  and,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  no  farther 
carried  into  Execution,  than  it  could  be  executed  with- 
out Inconvenience  or  Expence:  And  that,  as  to  the 
Nation,  it  was  rich  enough  to  bear  any  Charge  that 
might  be  incurred  by  this  Meafure.  It  was  alfo  urged, 
that  being  thus  innocent  and  neutral,  the  beft  Way 
was,  to  precipitate  it  through  the  Koufe  before  the 
People  were  apprized  of  it,  left  a  Clamour  fhould  be 
raifed  againft  it,  which  might  be  attended  with  fome 
Inconvenience,  though  it  was  not  the  Concern  of 
that  Aflembly,  whether  the  People  approved  or  dif- 
approved  of  the  Bills  they  thought  fit  to  pafs  ;  and 
that  a  popular  Oppofition  to  any  Meafure  ought  only 
to  inforce  its  taking  Effect.  Such  is  the  Summary  of 
the  Arguments  for  the  Bill,  which  were  thus  anfwered 
by  Mr.  Thornton,  Member  for  York. 

1  Mr.  Speaker, 

*  I  had,  fome  Time  ago,  an  Opportunity  to  de-  willhmThorn- 
clare  my  Sufpicions,  that  the  Advocates  for  this  Billton>  Ef1» 
acted  from  Motives  which  they  did  not  then  think  fit 
to  difcover,  and  my  Sufpicions  are  this  Day  verified? 
though  they  were  then  treated  as  the  Dreams  of  a 
gloomy  and  difcontented  Mind.  We  are  now  told, 
that  the  new  Bill  will  direct  the  Impofition  of  new 
Taxes ;  and,  indeed,  the  Addition  of  a  very  few 
Words  will  make  it  the  moil  effectual  Engine  of  Ra- 
pacity and  Oppreflion  that  was  ever  ufed  againft  an 
injured  People.  This,  however,  we  are  told,  is  not 
the  Purpofe  of  the  Bill.  The  Bill  may,  indeed, 
hereafter,  be  of  Ufe,  in  fome  Exigency  of  State,  and 
for  this  Reafon  mould  not  be  oppofed  ;  but  it  is  in- 
tended only  to  gratify  Curiofity,  and  determine  a  con- 
troverted Queftion. 

1  The  pretended  Purpofe  is,  indeed,  fcarce  lefs  in- 
famous than  the  real ;  and,  I  think,  a  ftronger  In- 
ftance  of  the  Want  of  public  Spirit  among  us,  and 
the  Mifchief  arinng  from  the  Union  of  the  executive 
and  legiflative  Power  in  this  Country,  cannot  be 
given,  than  that  a  Meafure,  calculated  to  diveft  us  of 
the  laft  Remains  of  our  Birthright,  fhould  be  thought 

fuf- 
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Anno  I7S3*  uifliciently  juftified,  by  being  reprefented  as  fomething 
in  which  the  Public  have  no  Concern  at  all.  Was  a 
Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons  inftituted,  and  a  Number 
.of  Perfons  felected  as  Reprefentatives  of  the  People, 
and  fent,  at  a  confiderable  Expence,  from  the  moft 
remote  Parts  of  the  Ifland,  to  amufe  themfelves  with 
determining  fpeculative  Queftions,  upon  a  mere  Pofli- 
bility,  that  in  fome  future  Period  of  Exigence  and 
Diftrefs,  the  political  Arithmetician  might  calculate, 
with  greater  Facility,  and  the  Tax-gatherer  exact  the 
utmoif.  Farthing  of  a  Capitation  ? 

*.  Let  it,  for  once,  then  be  granted,  that  the  Re- 
prefentatives of  the  People  are  now  bufied  about  an 
Acl,  in  which  the  People  have  no  immediate  Intereft  ; 
and  it  will  be  eafy  to  fhew,  that  there  cannot  be  a 
ftronger  Reafon  againft  it,  than  that  which  has  been 
urged  in  its  Behalf.  To  make  any  Preparations  for 
heaping  new  Burdens  on  the  Shoulders  of  thofe  who 
are  already  finking,  is  cruel  j  and  to  meditate  new 
Arts,  by  which  the  generous  and  the  loyal  may  be 
drained  of  that  which  remains,  after  the  moft  liberal 
and  chearful  Contribution,  is  to  aggravate  Cruelty 
by  Ingratitude :  It  is  not  to  punifh  the  Body  only,  but 
the  Mind  ;  it  is  to  confound  the  Coward  with  the 
Brave,  the  Liberal  with  the  Parfimonious.  Who  can 
enter  as  a  Volunteer,  when  every  Man  is  prefTed  into 
the  Service  ?  And  how  can  a  Prince  difcover  his 
Strength  by  the  Love  of  his  People,  when  nothing  is 
left  them  for  a  voluntary  Contribution,  and  all  Di~ 
ftinction  is  deftroyed  by  univerfal  Coercion  ?  In  a  late 
memorable  Inftance  the  City,  which  I  have  the  Honour 
to  reprefent,  raifed  2435/.  by  a  voluntary  Subscrip- 
tion, and  the  County  31,640/.  befides  AfTociations, 
to  difcipline,  to  arm,  and  to  pay  a  very  confiderable 
Number  of  Men,  for  the  common  Defence  :  But  if . 
thofe  Friends  of  their  Country  had  been  the  num- 
bered Vaflals  of  indifcriminating  Power,  delegated 
to  the  Refufe  of  the  People,  their  Honour  would 
have  been  precluded,  as  their  Merit  could  not  have 
been  known ;  and  the  Prince,  in  whofe  Defence  it 
was  their  Glory  voluntarily  to  pledge  their  Fortunes 
and  their  Lives,  might  have  believed,  that  he  had  no 
Friends  but  the  fmsll  Circle  by  which  the  Accefs  of 

every 
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every  other  was  prevented,  and  that  thefe  Monopolies  Anno  JJ5^ 
did  not  exaggerate  their  own  Importance.  1       _,-    *j 

c  To  effecl:  this  Purpofe,  may,  indeed,  be  their 
Intereft ;  but  it  can  be  the  Intereft  of  no  other  ;  and 
as  the  Bill,  whatever  may  be  pretended,  has  evidently 
this  Tendency,  I  hope  it  will  have  no  other  Abettors. 

i  I  am  indeed  talking  in  Behalf  of  the  People,  to 
fome  who  affedfc  to  hold  them  in  the  utmoft  Contempt; 
though,  by  their  Suffrage  only,  they  poffefs  the  Power 
which  they  ab'ufe  ;-  but  when  the  Creature  of  a  Court, 
who  fubfifts  by  the  Salary  and  the  Perquifites  of  his 
Place,  afre£ts  to  treat  Complaints  of  increafing;  the 
public  Expence,  with  an  Air  of  fupercilious  Negli- 
gence, and  declares  himfelf  inclined  to  every  Meafure 
in  Proportion  as  it  is  difpleafing  to  the  Nation,  to  the 
Landholder,  the  Merchant,  and  the  Manufacturer, 
upon  whom  his  Mailers  depend,  my  Contempt  and 
Indignation  are  reprefTed,  only  by  his  Impotence, 
and,  as  I  difdain  Expoftulation,  I  want  Words  for 
Reproach. 

c  Other  Reafons  indeed  have  been  offered,  to  in- 
duce a  Concurrence  to  this  Bill ;  but  are  all  equally 
odious  and  deteftable.  One  Gentleman  was  told,  that 
it  would  affift  in  the  Eftablifhment  of  a  Militia  ;  an- 
other, that  it  would  bring  about  a  general  Naturali- 
zation :  The  rigorous  Claufes  were  never  meant  to 
be  executed,  and  the  People  might  receive  juft  fo 
much  as  they  liked.  But  the  Advocates  for  this  Bill 
did  not  appear  with  great  Zeal  in  Behalf  of  a  Militia, 
when  a  Plan  *was  propojed,  by  which  it  might  have 
been  eftablifhed,  though  to  a  general  Naturalization 
they  might,  perhaps,  have  been  better  inclined  by 
more  powerful  Motives.  Nothing,  however,  can  ex- 
prefs  greater  Wickednefs  and  Folly  than  fuch  Rea-  ■ 
foning.  Is  it  not  wicked  to  enacl:  a  Law,  for  which 
its  Advocates  can  find  no  better  Apology,  than,  that 
it  is  not  meant  to  be  executed  ?  And  is  it  not  fooliih 
to  imagine  either  that  a  Legiflature  *can  long  preferve 
its  Authority,  w7hen  the  People  are  fuffered  to  keep, 
or  to  violate  its  Prefcriptions  ?  Or  that  any  Man  will 
believe,  that  fo  much  Pains  would  be  taken,  to  obtain 
a  Power,  w^hich  it  was  not  intended  to  ufe  ?  Or,  that 
a  perpetual  Opportunity  of  enriching  the  few,  by  the 
Vol.  V.  F  Plunder 
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will,  however,  appear  by  the  Bill  itfelf,  that  it  was 
not  intended  to  be  a  dormant  Statute.  It  prefcribes, 
that  the  Numbering  of  the  People,  and  the  Return  of 
the  Poor's  Rate,  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  fhall  be  an- 
nual. That  every  Omiffion,  or  Neglect,  of  the  Of- 
ficers appointed  for  this  Service,  mail  fubjecl:  the  Party 
to  exorbitant  Penalties,  whether  he  be  Overfeer  of  the 
Poor,  Minifter  of  the  Parifh,  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  or 
chief  Conftable  -}  and  the  Penalty  is  doubled  for  every 
Offence,  though,  for  the  firft,  it  is,  in  fome  Inftances, 
Twenty  Pounds,  and  in  none  lefs  than  Five.  This 
furely  has  a  greater  Appearance  of  Practice  than  Spe- 
culation, and  will  juftify  a  few  Remarks  on  the  ex- 
treme Cruelty  which  it  will  produce.  Overfeers  will 
be  liable  to  thefe  Penalties,  for  not  doing  that  which 
many  of  them  have  not  the  Power  to  do.  They  are 
enjoined  to  take  an  Account  in  Writing  ;  and  it  is 
Well  known,  that  in  this  Kingdom,  many  Hundreds 
are  annually  elected  to  that  Office,  who  are  fo  far  from 
being  able  to  write,  that  they  cannot  read;  neither 
can  they  always  afford  to  pay  thole  who  can.  The 
Gaol,  therefore,  muff,  in  a  fhort  Time,  be  filled 
with  induftrious  Poor,  who  have  incurred,  by  abfo- 
lute  Neceility,  a  Penalty  which  they  can  never  pay, 
and  whofe  Families  muff  inevitably  be  involved  in 
their  Ruin. 

c  But  as  the  Officers  are  thus  Simulated  to  Dili- 
gence, the  People  are  not  lefs  awed  to  Submiftion. 

6  The  Overfeer  is  directed,  by  the  Bill,  to  enter 
every  Houfe,  taking  to  his  Affiftance  the  Conftable, 
to  demand  an  Account  of  the  Number  of  Perfons  who 
refide  in  it ;  and  he  is  to  diftinguifh,  in  a  Schedule, 
their  Ages  and  Sex  5  whether  they  are  married  or 
fingle ;  and  whether  they  have  ever  receiyed  Alms. 
Every  Perfon  is  to  anfwer  feparately,  under  great  Pe- 
nalties ;  and  the  Conftable  (if  Admittance  to  every 
Individual  of  the  Family  is  r'efufed)  is  directed  to  ufe 
Force  ;  nor  is  he  invefted  with  greater  Power  upon  his 
receiving  a  Warrant  to  apprehend  a  Felon  or  a  Traitor. 
And  if  a  young  Warn  an  mould  refufe  to  anfwer  any 
Queftion  concerning  her  Sex  or  Age,  which  may  be 
wantonly  put,  the  Overfeer  and  Conftable,  for  aught 
4  that 
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that  appears,    may  examine  her,  as  the  Officers  of  Anno  1753. 

Richard  the  Second  did  the  young  Women,  in  a  fimi- 

lar  Cafe ;    and  if  Ihe  refifts  fuch  Examination,   me 

will,  befides  the  Infult  and  Abufe,  incur  a  Penalty, 

for  oppofing  the  King's  Officers  in  the  Execution  of 

their  Office  *. 

«  If  thefe  Powers  and  thefe  Penalties  fhould  prove 
effectual  for  the  Purpofes  for  which  alone  they  can  be 
appointed,  the  next  Qiieftion  to  every  Individual  will 
certainly  be,  What  is  his  Property  ?  And  then  the 
great  Work  will  be  complete,  and  our  Government 
will  be  eftablifhed  en  Police,  Befides  all  this,  that  no 
Difgrace  may  be  wanting,  which  can  poffibly  be 
brought  upon  us,  the  Pox  is  to  be  declared  a  national 
Diftemper  among  us,  by  this  Bill ;  to  which,  I  fee, 
there  is  annexed  a  Lift  of  all  Englijh  Diftempers,  al- 
phabetically digefted. 

*  Such  is  the  Bill,  Sir,  and  by  fuch  Arguments 
has  it  been  defended,  which  are  fo  contradictory  and 
abfurd  ;  fuch  an  Infult  on  the  Public,  and  fuch  a  Dif- 
grace to  Parliament,  that  to  recapitulate,  is  to  con- 
fute them. 

*  We  are  to  entruft  petty  Tyrants  with  the  Power 
of  Oppreffion,  in  Confidence,  that  this  Power  mall 
not  be  executed ;  to  fubjecl:  every  Houfe  to  a 
Search  ;  to  regifter  every  Name,  Age,  Sex,  and  State, 
upon  Oath  ;  record  the  Pox  as  a  national  Diftemper, 
and  fpend  annually  50,000/.  of  the  public  Money — 
For  what  ? — To  decide  a  Wager  at  Whitens  \ 

1  Againft  this  Bill  therefore  I  do,  as  a  faithful 
Servant  of  the  People,  in  whofe  Behalf  I  ftand  up 
this  Day,  molt  heartily  proteft.' 

Upon  a  Divifion,  the  Queftion  was  carried  for  fur- 
ther Proceedings  with  the  Bill. 

*  The  Rebellion  under  Wat  Tyler  and  Jack  Straw  is  afcribed,  by  the 
Authors  of  the  Parliamentary  Hiftory,  to  fome  fcandalous  Indecen- 
cies, prac~Hfed  by  the  King's  Colleftors,  in  gathering  of  this  Tax. 
Vnus  eorum  collefiorum  puellulas,  quod  diElu  horr'ibile  eji,  efurfwn  impudlct 
deferavi-wt,  ut  Jic  experiretur  utrum  corrupts  ejfent  &  cogmta  a  virh,  at 
Jic  more  artaret  amicos  &  parentes  pro  eis  folvere  taxam^  &  plures  potius 
tligerunt  felvere  pro  fuis  filiebus,  quam  •vldsre  eai  tarn  turpher  attraftariy 
Vol.  I.  p.  362. 

F  2  The 
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Anno  17  53*        The  Advocates  for  this  Bill,  as  if  they  defpaired  of 
being  able  to  defend  it,  were  very  folicitous  to  prevent 
its  being  examined  ;  with  this  View,  when  it  was  firft 
brought  in,  they  affected  great  Indifference  about  it ; 
they  laid  it  might  as  well  be  deferred  to  another  Sef- 
fions  as  paffedin  this,  but,  that  as  it  was  now  brought 
in,  the  Gentlemen  might  fuffer  it  to  pafs  the  Com- 
mittee without  Oppofition,  that  the  Blanks  might  be 
filled    up,  and    that,    the    Nature  of  the   Bill   being 
known,  every  Member,  if  he  thought  fit,  might  ap- 
prize his  Conftituents  of  it,  before  it  pafTed  into  a 
Law,  and  take  their  Advice,  whether  hefhouldefpoufe 
or  oppofe  it.    Thefe  Pretences  were  fo  plaufible,  and 
this  negligent  Indifference  was  fo  artfully  affumed, 
that  many  Gentlemen  acquiefced  without  Sufpicion, 
and  the  Friends  of  the  Project,  perceiving  their  Suc- 
cefs,  were  very  diligent  to  improve  it,  and  took  every 
Meafure  to  precipitate  the  Bill  through  all  the  Stages 
of   its    Progreflion.      But,    againft   this    Proceeding, 
1  others,  who  were  not  ignorant  of  the  Purpofe  it  was 
intended  to  ferve,  remonftrated  with  fome  Warmth, 
though  without  Effect ;  nothing  more  therefore  was  in 
their  Power  than  to  oppofe  Art  with  Art,  by  taking 
every  Method  to  delay  that  which  their  Opponents 
took  every  Method  to  precipitate.     Every  Claufe  of 
the  Bill  was  debated,    and  thefe  Debates    produced 
many  Divifions.       So  cruel   a  Difappointment  at  a 
Crifis  when  Succefs  was  thought  to  have  been  certain., 
was  more  than  could  be  fuffered  without  Impatience 
and  Refentment.     Mr.  Potter,  who  was  the  Patron  of 
the  Bill,  expreffed  himfelf  with  great  Warmth  upon 
the  Occafion,    ind  faid,  he  was  aftonifhed  that  fuch 
Liberties  had  been  taken  with  a  Bill  which  he  had  the 
Honour  to  patronize  :  That'the  Arguments,  by  which 
it  had  been  fupported,  were  fo  forcible  and  conclufivc9 
that  they  could  be  ineffectual  upon  thofe  only  who 
were  not  capable  of  Conviction  :  That  it  had  been 
oppofed  from  perfonal  and  caufelefs  Enmity ;  that  the 
Divifions  upon  it  were  fhameful,  for  that,  in  three  of 
them,  only  one  Perfon  had  gone  out  *$  that,  if  this 

*  WiU'iam  Thornton,  Efq;  went  out  firft  alone,  then  with  two,  then 
with  fcventeen,  next  with  thirty -five,  aad,  laftly,  with  fifty-three. 

<  Pro- 
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Proceeding  was  permitted,  public  Bufmefs,  of  what-   Anno  175$* 
ever  Moment,  might  always  be  delayed,  by  the  Per-  <_     -l)i-    j 
verfe  and  Difaffected,  however  defpicable  their  Num- 
ber and  their  Abilities,  till  it  could  not  be  tranfacted 
with  Succefs  5  that,  after  an  Experiment  fo  daring, 
and  of  fuch  dangerous  Confequence,  had  been  once 
made,  it  might  be  repeated  on  a  Bill  of  Supply,  in' 
.the  utmoft  Exigency  of  State  ;    that,  as  there  were 
Precedents  of  punifhing  refractory  Members  of  this , 
Houfe,  he  hoped  they  would  be  followed  on  the  pre- 
fent  Occafion,  and  that  thofe  who  had  thus  perverted 
the  Power,  with  which  they  had  been  intrufted  by 
their  Country,  would  be  returned  to  Parliament  no 
more. 

In  Anfwer  to  thefe  Infinuations,  William  Thornton^ 
£fq;  flood  up,  and  fpoke  as  follows : 
c  Mr.  Speaker, 

c  It  has  fallen  to  my  Lot,  during  the  whole  Pro-  Willi amThoii^ 
grefs  of  this  Bill,  to  difclofe  what  others  have  at-ton>  Ef1> 
tempted  to  conceal ;  nor  is  there  any  Method  by  which 
I  could  fo  eafily,  or  fo  effectually  have  proved  that  the 
Bill  ought  to  be  rejected,  as  by  fhewing  that  its  Ad- 
vocates have  practifed  every  Art  to  difguife  their  Mo- 
tives to  project  it,  their  Zeal  to  get  it  parted  into  a 
Law,  and  the  Manner  in  which  they  intend  it  fhali 
be  executed. 

6  I  was  indeed  aftonifhed  at  the  Arguments  which 
were  ufed  to  fupport  the  Bill,  when  an  Examination 
of  it  became  inevitable  ;  but  I  am  yet  more  aftonifhed 
at  the  Menaces,  which,  like  a  Body  of  Referve,  haye; 
been  brought  up  when  thefe  Arguments  were  over- 
thrown. That  any  Gentleman,  or  any  Number  of 
Gentlemen,  in  this  Ailembly,  have  a  Right  to  con? 
elude,  when  they  failed  to  convince  another  of  the 
Expediency  of  any  Meafure,  which  they  think  fit  to 
propofe,  that  therefore  he  is  obftinate?  perverfe,  or 
Jtupid,  is  a  Doctrine  of  which  I  have  hitherto  been 
totally  ignorant ;  nor  did  I  ever  think  it  nepeffarvj 
before  any  Bill  was  taken  into  Confideration,  to  en? 
quire  by  whom  it  was  patronized,  left  I  might  be  guilty 
of  oppofing  thofe  whom  it  was  my  Duty  toaflift,  and 
incur  a  Punifhment  adequate  to  fo  enormous  a  Crime. 

F  3  i  The 
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Anne  1755.  c  The  Gentleman  who  has  ftood  forth  as  the  Patron 
*■■  v  .„y  of  this  Bill,  I  have  always  honoured  for  the  Strength 
of  his  Underftanding,  and  for  his  Addrefs  in  the  Pro^ 
fecution  of  any  Meafure  which  he  has  happened  to 
adopt ;  and,  I  cannot  help  obferving,  upon  this  Occa- 
fion,  how  extremely  difficult  it  is  to  give  Cunning 
the  Rectitude  of  Wifdom,  and  Deceit  the  Uniformity 
of  Truth.  It  may  be  eafily  recollected  by  all  who 
hear  me,  that  this  Bill  was  reprefented  as  neutral  and 
inoffenftve,  as  a  mere  cafual  Meafure,  that  might 
either  be  fufpended  or  dropped,  without  Injury  to  the 
Public,  or  Offence  to  thofe  by  whom  it  was  propofed  ; 
but,  if  this  were  true,  why  has  it  been  fo  zealoufly 
fupported  againft  Oppofition  ?  What  but  Perverfenefs 
and  Obflinacy,  a  Neglect  of  the  Public,  and  a  Dif- 
pofition  to  triumph  in  the  Exercife  of  Power,  could 
prompt  its  Advocates  to  wafte  their  Time,  and  mif- 
apply  their  Talents,  in  debating  trivial  Queftions 
with  thofe  who,  in  the  Folly  of  their  Zeal,  believe 
them  to  be  important  ?  If  their  Declaration  was  not 
true,  let  them  tell  us  with  what  View  it  was  made  : 
Why  was  an  Affair  of  Importance  reprefented  as  a 
Trifle  ?  And,  why  were  we  then  told  that  the  Con- 
fideration  of  that  Bill  might  be  delayed,  which  is  now 
precipitated  with  fo  much  Vehemence  and  Ardour, 
that  thofe  who  have  interrupted  its  Progrefs  are  ac- 
cufed  of  perfonal  Enmity  and  interefted  Views,  and 
threatened  with  Punifhment,  as  Impeders  of  public 
Bufinefs,  and  Enemies  to  the  State? 

c  From  this  Difficulty,  which  with  all  their  Art 
they  have  not  been  able  to  avoid,  I  do  not  fee  that  all 
their  Art  can  deliver  them.  We  have  been  told  in- 
deed, that  an  Oppofition  to  this  Meafure  ought  to  be 
punimed,  in  order  to  prevent  an  Oppofition  to  Bills 
of  Supply,  by  which  the  Nation  might  fufFer  irrepa- 
rable Lofs;  But  this  is  juft  as  reafonable  as  if  a  Man 
were  to  be  punimed  for  refufing  to  give  away  his  Pro- 
perty to  every  one  that  afked,  left  he  mould  after- 
wards refufe  to  pay  his  Debts. 

4  It  is  evident,  that  whatever  was  pretended,  the 
Gentlemen  who  brought  in  and  fupported  the  Bill, 
were  far  from  being  indifferent  about  its  Fate ;  they 
were  able  to  preferve  the  Appearance  of  Indifference 
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tio  longer  than  they  believed  their  Project  to  be  fafe;  Anno  1753. 
as  foon  as  it  was  in  Danger,  they  appeared  to  be  foli 
citous,  and  when  the  Danger  increafed,  it  was  eafy 
to  difcover  that  they  were  angry ;  and  when  they 
were  angry,  it  is  no  Wonder  that  they  were  abfurd  ; 
they  have  alledged  that  to  be  a  Reproach,  which  is  in- 
deed an  Honour,  for  he  that  goes  out  fingly  in  a  Di- 
vision, can  no  more  be  thought  the  Aflbciate  of  a 
Faction  than  the  Tool  of  a  Minifter :  As  no  Intereft 
in  others  can  be  gained  by  an  Act  in  which  no  other 
concurs,  it  is  fcarce  poffible  to  aflign  any  Motive  for 
it,  that  will  not  at  leaft  imply  Integrity  and  Perfe^ 
verance  :  However,  the  fin gle  Example  was  not  with- 
out Effect,  the  Number  increafed  on  every  Divifion^ 
and,  as  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  mere  Ill-will  to  a 
particular  Perfon  was  the  Motive  of  all,  neither  is  it 
reafonable  to  fuppofe  it  was  the  Motive  of  any,  and 
I  think  myfelf  in  particular  obliged  to  declare  that  it 
was  not  mine. 

c  I  have  no  private  or  particular  Enmity  againft 
any  of  the  Advocates  for  this  Bill,  and,  if  I  had, 
God  forbid  I  mould  upon  fuch  a  Principle  oppofe 
them  in  this  Place  ;  for  I  do  not  hold  him  in  greater 
Deteftation,  who  would  have  lopped  off  the  Heads  of 
a  whole  People  at  a  Blow,  to  gratify  his  Cruelty  or 
Revenge,  than  the  Wretch  who  would  withhold  a 
Benefit  from  his  Country,  to  gratify  that  Petulance  or 
Malice  which  an  Individual  only  has  provoked,  and 
of  which  his  Country  therefore  is  not  the  Object. 

f  Of  the  Gentleman  who  has  more  particularly 
taken  Offence  at  my  Conduct,  I  have  always  had  the 
higheft  Opinion,  and  I  think  I  may  challenge  all 
Mankind  to  prove,  that  one  perfonal  Reflection  ever 
efcaped  me  ;  if  this  cannot  be  done,  it  may  furely  be 
granted,  that  I  have  no  perfonal  Enmity  in  my  Heart; 
for,  as  from  the  Abundance  of  the  Heart  the  Mouth  fpeak- 
£th,  it  is  fcarce  poffible  that  I  mould  have  been  always 
able  to  conceal  it,  in  the  Warmth  of  unpremeditated 
Debate,  and  the  quick  Refentment  of  injurious  Cen^ 
fure. 

*  The  Bill,  which  notwithstanding  the  Boaft  of 
fome,  that  it  has  been  fupportdd  by  irrefragable  Argu- 
ffteiitSj  I  think  I  have  (hewn  to  be  deteftable  and  ab- 
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Anno  1753.  furd ;  to  be  fuch  as  its  Advocates  chofe  rather  to  con- 
ceal than  defend,  fupporting  it  by  perfonal  Sollicitati- 
ons,  difguifing  their  Purpofe  by  various  Pretences, 
which  appear  to  have  no  Foundation  in  Truth ;  in- 
troducing it  late  in  the  Seffion,  by  way  of  Motion ; 
infilling  to  number  the  Houfe,  when  there  were  not 
Members  enough  left  to  acl:  5  and  condemning  ail  Op^ 
pcfition,  as  proceeding  from  evil  Principles,  and  tend- 
ing to  an  evil  Purpofe ;  and  infinuating  a  Difpofition 
to  punifh  the  Exerciie  of  that  Liberty,  which  every 
Man  fits  here  to^affert.  Upon  the  whole,  this  Bill 
appears  in  iifelfj  and  by  whatever  has  been  done  in  its 
Behalf,  to  be  an  abominable  zndfoolijh  Meafure  ;  fuch 
it  wTas  pronounced  by  one  of  the  greateft  and  wiled 
Men  of  this  Age  ;  and  fuch,  I  doubt  not,  it  will  be 
regarded,  by  every  difmterefted  Perfon  in  the  King- 
dom :  Whether  thofe  who  oppofed  it  fhall  be  thought 
worthy  to  be  again  returned  to  Parliament^  it  is  not 
neceflary  to  enquire ;  but  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  who 
was  pleafed  to  hope  the  contrary,  feems  to  have  for- 
gotten, that  to  be  returned  to  Parliament,  is,  to  art 
honeft  Man,  no  pecuniary  Advantage,  and  if  he  finds 
the  Majority  under  a  corrupt  and  infuperable  Influ- 
ence, it  can  be  attended  with  no  other  ;  he  can  only 
protefr.  again  it  Meafures  which  he  cannot  prevent, 
and  regret  with  more  Senfibility,  the  Shackles  which 
he  fees  put  on.' 

This  Bill,  though  it  was  oppofed  with  great  Steady 
nefs  and  Vigour,  palled  the  Commons  ;  but  the  Lords, 
*at  the  fecond  Reading,  threw  it  out.  When  it  had 
thus  fufFered  the  Fate  it  had  deferved,  many  of  thofe 
who.  had  appeared  in  its  Favour,  and  boafted  that  it 
was  fupported  by  irrefragable  Arguments,  were  pleafed 
to  fay,  that  they  forefaw  what  would  happen  in  the 
■upper  Houfe,  and  for  that  Reafon  only,  did  not  op- 
pole  it  below. 

April  16,  a  Bill,  which  had  been  palled  without 
any  great  Oppofition  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  intitled. 
An  A61  to  permit  Perfons  profeffmg  the  Jevvifh  Religion 
to  be  naturalized  by  Parliament,  and  for  other  Purpofes 
therein  mentioned,   was  fent  down  to  the  Corrynons, 

where, 
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where  it  was  next  Day  read  a  firft  Time,  and  ordered  Anno  1753. 
to  be  read  a  fecond  Time.  The  19th,  it  was  ordered 
to  be  printed  ;  and,  May  7,  it  was  read  a  fecond 
Time,  and  a  Motion  made  for  its  being  committed ; 
and  though  there  are  no  Clergymen  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  yet  upon  this  Motion  a  long  Debate  en- 
fued,  in  which  the  principal  Speakers  were,  William 
Northey,  Efq;  Sir  Edmund  I/ham,  Sir  John  Barnard, 
Charles  Cholmondely,  Efq;  and  Nicholas  Fazahrley,  Efq; 
againft  committing  the  Bill ;  and  the  Lord  Duplin, 
Robert  Nugent,  Efq;  the  Lord  Barringion,  and  Henry 
Pelham*  Efq;  for  committing  it ;  and  the  Queftion 
being  at  laft  put,  and  carried  in  the  Affirmative,  it 
was  refolved,  That  the  Bill  fhould  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  that  the  Houfe 
would  refolve  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee,  on  Tuef- 
day,  May  15,  when  the  Bill  was  again  ftrenuoully  op- 
pofed,  but  it  paffed  through  the  Committee,  and  the 
Report  was  agreed  to  without  any  Amendment. 

Here  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  give  the  Reader  a  com- 
plete View  of  the  Controverfy  on  this  famous  Topic. 
However,  it  is  neceffary  to  premife,  that  the  Bill  was 
at  no  Time  confidered  as  the  Object  of  Debate  by 
thofe  who  oppofed  it ;  a  general  Naturalization,  by 
forne  future  Bill  or  Bills,  having  been  fubftituted  in 
its  ftead  ;  and,  but  for  this  Expedient,  the  apparent 
Impropriety  of  an  Oppoiition  would  have  rendered  it 
impofiible.  It  is  alfo  neceiiary  to  explain^  what  is'  im- 
plied by  the  Word  Naturalization,  which  the  Dif- 
putants  themfelves  feem  either  not  to  have  underftood, 
or  grofsly  to  have  mifreprefented. 

A  Naturalization  Bill  doth  not  give  a  Right  fo 
much  as  to  a  Parifh  Settlement :  But  a  Foreigner, 
without  Naturalization,  may  acquire  this  Right,  ei- 
ther by  Service,  Apprenticeship,  or  renting  an  Houfe 
of  a  certain  Value. 

A  Naturalization  Bill  doth  not  convey  the  Free- 
dom of  any  City,  Borough,  or  corporate  Society  in 
the  Kingdom;  but  moft  of  thefe  Privileges  may  be  ac- 
quired by  Foreigners  without  Naturalization. 

A  Naturalization  Bill  doth  not,  nor  can  qualify 
a  Perfon  to  be  employed  in  any  Office  or  Truft,  civil 
or  military,, 
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Anno  1753.  A  naturalized  Foreigner  cannot  receive  any  Grants 
W.ff.y*.,  ^  from  the  Crown  directly  or  indirectly  :  Nor  can  he 
be  a  Member  of  the  Privy-Council,  or  of  either  Houfe 
of  Parliament ;  and  no  Bill  can  be  fo  much  as  propofed 
to  Parliament  for  the  Naturalization  of  any  Foreigner, 
except  a  Claufe  retraining  him  from  thofe  Privileges 
be  firft  inferted  ;  neither  can  a  naturalized  Jeio  fo  much 
as  vote  for  Members  of  Parliament  without  Perjury, 
or  Abjuration  of  his  Religion,  for  fuch  Oaths  may 
be  tendered  him,  as,  upon  Jewijh  Principles,  he  can- 
not take. 

A  Naturalization  Bill  can  only  empower  rich  Fo- 
reigners to  purchafe  Lands,  and  to  merchandize  with- 
out paying  Aliens  Duty  *. 

The  Debate  will  appear  to  confifl  of  two  diflincl 
Parts : 

1/?,  The  Pretences  of  public  Advantage,  on  which 
the  Bill  is  founded,  and  what  has  been  faid  to  explode 
and  invalidate  thefe  Pretences. 

idly,  The  Pretences  of  public  Difadvantage,  on 
which  the  Oppofition  to  the  Bill  is  founded,  and  a 
Pefence  of  it  againft  thefe  Objections. 

Reafons  for  the  Bill  as  advantageous  to  the  Public. 

Reason  I.  It  will  produce  a  popular  Increafe  botr^ 
in  Number  and  Wealth,  and  upon  the  Number  and 
Wealth  of  the  Inhabitants,  the  Strength  of  every 
Country  depends. 

Answer.  The  Maxim  is  only  true,  fuppofingthe 
People  to  be  unanimous,  and  inclined  to  co-operate 
for  the  public  Good  ;  for  the  Combination  of  different 
Seels  of  oppofite  Interefts,  though  it  may  increafe  the 
Number  and  Wealth  of  a  Community,  will  yet  ne- 
ctfTarily  produce  a  perpetual  Struggle  and  Confufion, 
which  will  be  in  exact  Proportion  to  the  Number  and 
Strength  of  fuch  Sects. 

Reply.  The  Jews,  if  received  into  the  Commu- 
nity, will  probably  concur  in  every  Meafure  purfued 
for  its  Advantage ;  for  with  what  View  could  they 

*  Aliens  Duty  is  a  general  Term,  including  all  the  extraordinary 
Charges  levied  upon  foreign  Merchants,  under  various  Denominati- 
ons,   as   Cuitoms,    Subfidists,    Fee$,    Scayagc,,     Package,    Bailliage, 

.j'oner^ge,  &Y. 
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attempt  a  Subverfion  of  that  Conftitution,  whether 'Anno  1753. 
political  or  ecclefiaitic,  under  which  they  differ  np 
Perfecution ;    and  under  which  their  Property  is  fe- 
cure,  and  an  Inheritance  permitted,  which  is  denied 
them  by  every  other. 

Reason  II.  It  has  been  thought  expedient  to  na-» 
turalize  poor  Jews  upon  Conditions  which  will  not  be 
fulfilled  by  the  rich.  The  Condition  upon  which  the 
rich  are  admitted  is  fuch  as  cannot  be  fulfilled  by  the 
poor,  by  thofe  who  have  on  any  Terms  admitted  the 
poor,  the  Admiilion  of  the  rich  muft  be  deemed  a 
good  Meafure. 

Answer.  The  poor  Jews  might  before  the  Bill 
obtain  the  Privileges  of  Naturalization  without  re- 
ceiving the  Sacrament,  by  exercifing  certain  Manu- 
factures in  Britain  three  Years,  or  refiding  feven  Years 
in  our  A?nerican  Colonies,  but  they  will  now,  not- 
withstanding the  Expence,  come  in  on  the  fame  Con^ 
dition  with  the  rich  ;  for  fuch  a  Number  may  be  inr 
eluded  in  one  Bill,  as  will  make  the  Expence  of  each 
Individual  fmall,  and  it  is  to  be  prefumed  that  a  rich 
*Jew  will  infert  the  Names  of  his  poor  Brethren  gratis  5 
therefore,  if  more  Damage  will  arife  by  admitting  the 
poor  who  are  not  Manufacturers,  than  by  excluding 
the  rich,  the  general  Effect  of  the  Bill  will  be  bad. 

Reply.  If  two  Names  are  in  one  Bill,  the  Ex- 
pence  is  double. 

Reason  III.  Great  Part  of  the  public  Funds  be- 
long to  foreign  yews,  it  is  therefore  our  Intereft  to  in- 
duce them  to  follow  their  Money,  that  the  yearly 
Income  of  it  may  be  fpent  among  us,  and  be  no  longer 
a  Drawback  on  our  general  Balance  of  Trade  in  Fa- 
vour of  foreign,  and  perhaps  hoftile,  States. 

Answer.  Few  Men  defire  to  leave  the  Country  in 
which  they  have  been  bred,  and  perhaps  born,  when 
they  are  become  old  in  the  Acquifition  of  a  Fortune ; 
nor  have  Bills  of  Naturalization  been  applied  for  by 
rich  Foreigners  who  have  acquired  Fortunes  abroad, 
but  by  thofe  who  have  got,  or  are  getting  Eftates  here. 

Reason  IV.  If  yews  are  encouraged  to  rende 
here,  they  will  greatly  aiTift  the  Nation  by  the  Loan 
of  Money ;  for  in  Exigencies,  not  only  Funds,  but 
jMfoney?  mutt  be  procured. 

Answer* 
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Anno  1753.  Answer.  If  'Jews  cannot  get  equal  Intereft  and 
Security  elfewhere,  they  will  lend  us  their  Money 
without  Naturalization  :  And,  if  they  can  get  higher 
Intereft,  with  equal  Security,  they  will  not  lend  to 
us,  though  we  fhould  naturalize  the  whole  Nation  at 
once. 

Reason  V.  Jews  fhould  be  encouraged  to  live 
among  us,  becauie  they  now  export  the  greateft  Quan- 
tity of  our  Commodities. 

'Answer.  If  the  Jews  do  now  export  the  great- 
eft  Quantity  of  our  Commodities,  to  take  off  the 
Aliens  Duty  muft  be  the  Lofs  of  a  very  large  Sum  to 
the  Nation. 

Reply.  The  Pofition,  but  not  the  Confequence, 
is  true ;  for  to  fave  the  Aliens  Duty,  the  Entry  of 
the  Goods  of  Foreigners  is  commonly  made  in  the 
Name  of  a  Denizen,  and  the  Application  for  this 
Bill  is  made,  principally  to  do  that  legally,  which 
would  otherwiie  be  illegally  done. 

Reason  VI.  Wealthy  Jews  when  naturalized, 
though  not  Manufacturers,  may  by  their  Money  en- 
able others* to  extend  Manufactures,  and  by  their 
foreign  Correfpondence  increafe  the  Exportation. 

Answer.  Thefe  Reafons  are  valid  only  in  the 
Infancy  of  Trade  :  When  Manufactures  are  eftablifh- 
ed,  and  a  foreign  Correfpondence  is  fettled,  national 
Commerce  cannot  thus  be  increafed,  for  no  Jew  will 
procure  to  be  made,  or  export,  more  of  any  Commo- 
dity than  he  can  fell  to  Advantage,  and  as  much  will 
be  made  and  exported  without  them. 

Reply.  The  Facts  are  not  true,  for  many  new 
Veins  of  Trade  and  Manufacture  have  been,  and  may 
ftill  be,  opened  :  A  new  Manufacture  of  Cambletwas 
lately  directed  by  a  Jew9  and  great  Quantities  of  it 
were  fent  into  Spain.  The  Facts  are  indeed  over- 
thrown by  the  Application  for  the  Bill ;  for,  if  they 
were  true,  no  mercantile  Jew  would  defire  to  fettle  or 
be  naturalized,  for-  Reafons  too  obvious  to  be  enume- 
rated. 
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Objections  againft  the  Bill,  as  pernicious  to  the  Public,    Anno  1753, 
and  the  Anfwers.  U 

Objection  I.  By  this  Bill  we  do  not,  like  Efau, 
sell  our  Birthright  for  any  Confideration,  however 
inadequate,  but  we  do  worfe,  we  give  it  away. 

Answer.  The  Privileges  here  called  our  Birth- 
right, are  not  loft  by  Communication. 

Objection  II.  By  this  Bill  the  Jews  will  obtain 
a  Share  in  the  Government;  they  will  at  leaft  be 
qualified  to  vote  for  Members  of  Parliament. 

Answer.  The  Affirmation  is  a  direcl-  Falmood. 
Objection  III.  The  Jews  intended  to  be  natu- 
ralized are  monied  Men,  and  they  cannot  procure  a 
Settlement  elfewhere  ;  they  will  therefore  become  the 
higheft  Bidders  for  every  landed  Eftate  in  this  King- 
dom ;  and  great  Numbers  of  poor  Jews  will  fettle  in 
the  Neighbourhood  of  the  rich,  for  they  can  ufe  only 
their  own  Bakers,  Butchers,  and  Poulterers. 

Answer.     If  this  Confequence  be  true,  the  Fa£ts 
fuppofed  would  have    happened  already ;    for  it  has 
been  eftablifhed  by  our  Lawyers,  that  a  Jew  born  here, 
has  all  the  Rights  which  can  be  procured  by  Naturali- 
zation, natwithftanding  his  continuing- a  Jew.     A  fo- 
reign Jew  therefore  may,  without  applying  to  be  na- 
turalized, gain  a  Settlement  for  himfelf  and  his  Pofte- 
rity,  by  purchafing,  in  the  Name  of  fome  Denizen, 
who  may  covenant  to  convey  to  a  Son,  or  Grandfon, 
and,  in  the  mean  Time,  to  allow  the  Purchafer  Pof- 
feifton.     It  muft  alfo  be  granted  by  thofe,  who  con- 
tend that  the  Bill  will  increafe  the  Purchafers  of  Land, 
that   it  will   neceflarily  raife  the  Value  3    and,    if  it 
raifes  the  .Value,  it  will  neceflarily  produce  an  Im- 
provement j  for  if  a  Landholder,  by  laying  out  1000/. 
in  improving  his  Land,  can  add  50/.  per  Annum  to  it, 
and  cannot  add  more  than  30/.  per  Annum  by  laying 
out  the  fame  Sum  in  a  new  Purchafe,  it  is  plain  that 
he  will  not  purchafe,  but  improve.     And  this  is   a 
pofirive  P.eafon  for  the  Bill. 

Objection  IV.  Many  Jews,  who  live  m  Popiih 
Countries  as  Papifts,  will  come  hither  to  be  natura- 
lized,  and  then  return  back  and  profefs  Judaifm,  in 
Confidence  that  they  may  fecure  thernfelves  by  claim- 
ing 
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Ann©  1753.  *n&  *^e  Privilege  of  Englijhmen,  which  muft  involve 
us  in  Difputes  with  the  Powers  of  the  Continent. 

Answer.  Can  it  be  thought  that  the  Inquifition 
would  forbear,  for  fuch  Reafon,  to  lay  hold  on  fuch 
Englijh  Jew  ?  Or,  that  if  we  were  to  claim  him,  the 
State  would  or  could  deliver  him  ?  If  not,  will  any 
Jew  have  a  fufticient  Motive  for  fuch  Conduct  ?  Will 
not  the  Danger  which  now  deters  him  continue  ?  Will 
he  not  therefore  continue  the  fame  Conduct  which  it 
now  produces  ?  Or,  will  he  claim  any  thing  of  foreign 
Powers,  which  it  is  known  foreign  Powers  would  not 
grant  to  Jews^  though  we  mould  interpofe  ? 

Objection  V.  Jews  are  not  like  German  Pro- 
teftants,  or  French  Refugees,  who,  in  a  few  Years, 
incorporate  with  the  Natives  among  whom  they 
dwell,  but  will  always  remain  a  diftinct  Nation.  The 

?ews  went  into  Egypt  one  Family,    and,  after  430 
ears,  they  came  out  a  diftinct.  People,  confifting  of 
600,000  Fighting  Men,  befides  Women  and  Children* 

Answer.  The  Religion  of  the  Jews^  which  thus 
united  them,  was  then  true,  and  Truth  gains  Strength 
by  Time  :  It  is  now  falfe,  and  muft  therefore  gradually 
grow  weaker  before  Chriftianity,  which,  fucceeding  to 
the  irrefiftable  Advantages  of  Truth,  muft,  ultimately 
prevail ;  for  Truth  is  univerfally  prevalent  againft  all 
but  Bigotry  founded  upon  Ignorance,  and  irritate^  to 
Enthufiafm  by  Superftition.  The  Bill  therefore  ap- 
pears to  be  a  Means  of  fulfilling  the  Prophecy  concern- 
ing the  Converfion  of  the  Jew^. 

Objection  VI.  By  this  Bill  we  are  giving  the 
Lie  to  the  Prophecies,  and  invalidating  the  ftrongeft 
Proof  of  the  Chriftian  Religion.  The  Prophecies,  on 
which  Chriftianity  is  founded,  fay,  they  fhall  be 
difperfed  ;  we  are  gathering  them  together. 

Answer.  If  the  Chriftian  Religion  can  be  thus 
overturned,  it  ought  not  to  ftand ;  for  whatever  Pro- 
phecy can  be  invalidated  by  Facts,  is  falfe.  On  the 
contrary,  if  the  Chriftian  Religion,  and  the  Prophe- 
cies on  which  it  is  founded  are  true,  the  moft  popular 
Argument  againft  the  Bill  is  inconclufive ;  for  then 
the  Jews  cannot  be  united  as  a  diftincl:  People,  or 
found  the  Reftoration  of  their  Nation  upon  the  Ruin 
of  ours. 

Objectiow 
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Objection  VII.     It  is  inconfutent  with  our  Cha-  Anno  1753. 
rafter,  as  the  Difciples  of  Jefus^  whom  the  Jews  cru-  ' 
cified,  to  admit  them  as  Denizens  without  receiving 
the  Sacrament. 

Answer.  It  will  remove  a  Temptation  to  Jews  to 
receive  the  Sacrament,  and  fo  prevent  a  moft  horrid 
Prophanation,  which  there  is  too  much  Reafon  to  be- 
lieve will  otherwife  be  often  practifed  ;  for  the  Jew 
rifks  nothing,  in  his  own  Eftimation,  by  performing 
what  he  regards  as  an  idle  Ceremony ;  and  to  prevent 
fuch  Prophanation,  is  furely  a  ChrifHan  Duty. 

Objection  VIII.  The  Jews  never  did  fet  up  any 
Trade,  for  the  Bafis  of  all  Trade  is  Manufacture, 
and  no  Jew  is  ever  bred  to  Manufacture,  Mechanicks, 
or  any  manual  Employments ;  they  merchandize, 
though  it  be  only  as  Hawkers  and  Pedlars. 

Answer.  The  Reafon  why  Jews  are  thus  edu- 
cated, would  ceafe  the  Moment  they  procured  a  Set- 
tlement j  they  cannot  now  be  Manufacturers,  becaufe 
Manufacture  is  not  a  travelling  Occupation,  but  im- 
plies a  Settlement  j  when  it  is  no  longer  necefTary  that 
they  mould  wander,  it  will  be  no  longer  necefTary  that 
they  mould  be  Hawkers  or  Pedlars,  Trades  fuited  to  a 
Wanderer's  Life. 

Objection  IX.  If,  inftead  of  Pedlars  and  Hawk- 
ers, they  mould  become  Shopkeepers,,  the  Number  of 
Chriftian  Shopkeepers  muft  proportionably  become 
lefs  ;  for  the  Number  of  Shopkeepers,  on  the  whole, 
cannot  increafe,  there  being  as  many  already  as  can  be 
fupported  by  theConfumption;  and  thofe  of  the  low- 
eft  Clafs  know,  that  the  Gain  mull  arife  from  a  fmall 
Profit  and  quick  Return  -?  they  therefore  fell  as  cheap 
as  they  can  afford,  and  no  Good  will  accrue  to  the 
Community  by  fubftituting  the  Jew  for  the  Chriftian, 
becaufe,  whatever  may  be  pretended,  he  cannot  re- 
duce the  Price  of  the  Commodity. 

Answer.  It  is  not  true  that  Shopkeepers  fell  as 
low  as  they  can  afford,  for  the  fame  Commodities 
may  be  bought  at  the  fame  Price  in  A??ifierdam^  or 
LifioA  though  they  muft  go  there  laden  with  the. 
Changes  cf  Freight,  Infurance,  and  Commimon.  Jew 
Shopkeepers  therefore,  can  be  hurtful  to  thofe  only 
who  exact  an  extravagant  Profit  on  what  they  export, 

import, 
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Anno  1753.   import,  or  retail,  and  by  being  hurtful  to  fuch,  they 
are  beneficial  to  the  Public. 

Objection  X.  The  Jeivs,  if  they  become  Mer- 
chants and  Shopkeepers  upon  the  fame  Terms  as  the 
Natives,  will  play  the  Trade  into  the  Hands  of  each 
other,  and  fo  in  Time  render  it  impoifible  for  any 
Chriftian  to  carry  on  any  Trade,  foreign  or  domeftic  ; 
they  will  become^  our  only  Merchants  and  Shopkeep- 
ers, leaving  the  Labour  of  Manufacture  to  the  poor 
Chriftians,  over  whom  they  will  then  by  a  neceftary 
Dependance  be  Lords  paramount. 

Answer.  Will  the  Jhvs,  by  this  Act,  gain  any 
Power  of  playing  a  Trade,  which  they  have  not  yet 
acquired,  into  the  Hands  of  yews,  that  the  Chriftians 
do  not  now  poffefs ;  or  of  playing  a  Trade,  in  which 
they  are  already  eftablifhed,  into  the  Hands  of  Chri- 
ftians ?  If  not,  as  the  Chriftian  isfirft  pofTefTed  of  this 
Power,  .what  hinders  him  from  rendering  it  impoffible 
for  any  yew  to  carry  on  any  Trade,  foreign  or  domef- 
tic ?  Or,  what  hinders  him  from  exerting  this  Power 
to  fubvert  an  Ait,  which  is  not  like  to  be  repealed  ? 
If  fuch  a  Power  fubfifts,  it  may  be  turned  againft  the 
yews,  if  not,  it  cannot  be  turned  againft  us  by  them  ; 
in  either  Cafe,  the  Notion  of  their  becoming  o'ur  only 
Merchants  and  Shopkeepers  is  equally  abfurd  and 
ridiculous. 

Objection  XL  The  yews  muft  upon  Principle 
be  Enemies  to  every  Chriitian  State  ^  for  Rabbi  Gama- 
liel to  their  public  Liturgy,  called  the  eighteen  Prayers, 
addeth-  a  nineteenth  againft  the  Chriftians,  who  are 
called  Apoftaies  and  Hereticks. 

Answer.  In  this  Prayer,  not  the  Chriftians  but 
the  Sadducees  are  meant,  the  Talmud  exprefsly  de- 
claring, that  Chriftians  are  not  included  under  the 
Term  Minim,  Hereticks.  And  the  yews  always  pray- 
ing, in  their  public  Devotions,  for  the  Profperity  of 
the  Government  under  which  they  live.    ■■ 

Upon  the -whole,  it  appears  that  the  Reafons  for 
the  Bill,  upon  Pretence  of  public  Advantage,  are  not 
well  fupported ;  and  that  the  Objections  againft  it, 
upon  Pretence  of  public  Di (advantage',  are  k.cally 
overthrown.  The  Inference  is  obvious :  The  Bill 
was   intended  for  private  Purpofes,    which  alone  it 

feems 
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feerris  calculated  to  anfwer,  and  which  may  be  an-  Anno  r?$£ 
fwered  with  Safety  to  the  Public :  Whether  they 
might  be  thus  anfwered,  was  the  only  neceffary  En- 
quiry. It  was  not  neceffary,  with  an  affected  Parade 
of  public  Good,  to  conceal  the  Intention  of  conferring 
a  Favour ;  for  why  mould  a  Favour  be  refuted  that 
may  be  granted  without  Labour,  Expence,  or  Riik  ? 

The  Bill  having  met  with  greater  Oppofition  than 
Was  expected,  there  was,  on  the  21ft  of  May,  a  Peti- 
tion prefented  in  Favour  of  it  from  feveral  Merchants 
and  Traders,  in  the  City  of  London,  whofe  Names 
were  thereunto  fubferibed,  alledging,  That  the  Peti- 
tioners were  of  Opinion,  that  the  Palling  of  this  Bill 
into  a  Law,  might  encourage  Perfons  of  Wealth  and 
Subftance  to  remove  with  their  Effects  from  foreign 
Parts  into  this  Kingdom,  and  increafe  the  Commerce 
and  Credit  of  this  Nation  ;  and  therefore  praying  that 
the  Bill  might  pafs  into  a  Law:  And  that  the  Houfe 
might  fee  what  Sort  of  Men  the  Petitioners  were, 
feveral  of  their  Names  were  upon  Motion  read  to  the 
Houfe.  But  as  Merchants  and  Traders,  as  well  as  all 
other  Sorts  of  Men,  are  often  of  different  Opinions, 
there  was  the  fame  Day  prefented  by  the  Sheriffs  of 
London,  a  Petition  of  the  Lord-Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Commons  of  the  faid  City,  in  Common-council 
afTembled,  which  Petition  being  read,  expreffed  the 
Apprehenfions  of  the  Petitioners,  that  mould  the  faid 
Bill  be  paffed  into  a  Law,  the  fame  would  tend  greatly 
to  the  Difhonour  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  endanger 
our  excellent  Conftitution,  and  be  highly  prejudicial 
to  the  Intereft  and  Trade  of  the  Kingdom  in  general, 
and  the  faid  City  in  particular ;  and  therefore  praying 
that  it  might  not  be  paffed  into  a  Law.  Both  which 
Petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  ftntil  the 
Bill  mould  be  read  a  third  Time;  and  next  Day, 
after  reading  the  Order  for  this  Purpofe,  a  Petition  was 
prefented  to.  the  Houfe  and  read,  of  the  fubferibing 
Merchants  and  Traders  of  the  City  of  London,  in 
Behalf  of  themfelves,  and  all  other  Merchants  and 
Traders  of  Great-Britain,  alledging  their  being  appre- 
henfive,  that  the  faid  Bill,  if  paffed  into  a  Law,  would 
in  its  Confequences  greatly  affect  our  Trade  and  Com- 
merce with  foreign  Nations,  and  particularly  with 
Vol.  V.  G  Spain 
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Anno  1-753.  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  would  alfo  be  attended' with* 
V-  -w-  —7  many  other  very  bad  Effects  to  the  Kingdom  ;  and 
therefore  praying,  that  they  might  have  Leave,  by 
themfelves  or  Counfel,  to  offer  their  Reafons  againft 
palling  the  fame  into  a  Lav/.  Which  Petition  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  until  the  Bill  mould  be 
read  a  third  Time,  and  that  the  Petitioners  might 
then  be  heard  by  themfelves  againft.  the  faid  Bill,  if 
they  thought  fit ;  immediately  after  which,  there  was 
presented  to  the  Houfe  and  read,  a  Petition  of  the 
feveral  Merchants,  Traders,  and  Manufacturers,  Ship- 
wrights, and  Commanders  of  Ships,  whole  Names 
were  thereunto  fubfcribed,  in  Behalf  of  themfelves^ 
and  many  other  Perfons  concerned  in  Shipping,  and; 
in  the  Woollen  and  other  Manufactures  of  this  King- 
dom, alledging,  That  the  Petitioners  were  of  Opi- 
nion, that  the  PafEng  this  Bill  into  a  Law,  might 
encourage  many  Perfons  of  Wealth  and  Subftance  to 
remove  with  their  Effects  from  foreign  Parts  into  this 
Kingdom,  the  greatefl  Part  of  which,  agreeable  to- 
the  Experience  of  former  Times,  would  be  employed 
by  them  in  foreign  Trade  and  Commerce,  and  in  the- 
inereafing  the  Shipping,  and  encouraging  the  Expor- 
tation of  the  Woollen  and  other'  Manufactures  of 
this  Kindgom,  of  which  the  Perfons  who  profefs  the 
"Jcwi/h  Religion  had,  for  many  Years  laft  paft,  exported 
great  Quantities  ;  and  therefore  praying  that  the  faid 
Bill  might  pafs  into  a  Law.  This  Petition  was  like- 
wife  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  until  the  Bill 
fhould  be  read  a  third  Time,  which  it  immediately 
was,  after  forne  of  the  laft.  Petitioners  ao-ainft  it  had 
been  called  iny  and  their  Petition  being  again  read, 
they  were  heard,  and  they  examined  feveral  Witnef- 
fes  in  Support  of  their  Petition ;  after  which,  they 
being  withdrawn,  and  the  Bill  opened  by  Mr.  Speaker, 
a- Motion  was  made,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs.  Upon 
this  another  Motion  was  made,  that  the  Debate  mould- 
be  adjourned  until  that  Day  Month  (that  is,  a  Month 
from  May  22. )  Upon  which  the  Earl  of  Egmont  flood 
up,  and  made  the  following  Speech. 
'  Mr.  Speaker, 
Earl  of  Egmont.  c  By  the  Motion  now  made  for  adjourning  this  De- 
bate to  a  diftant  Day,  I  am  at  Liberty  to  fpeak  to  both 
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thefe  Qiieftions;  firftj  Whether  this  Bill  ought  to  Aiiiia tfffl 
pafs  at  all  ?  and  fecondly,  Whether  it  ought  to  pafs  at 
this  Time  ?  The  firft  of  thefe  Queftions  depends 
wholly  upon  the  Merits  or  Demerits  of  the  Bill :  The 
latter  upon  the  Weight  of  the  Arguments  of  the  Gen- 
tleman in  the  Adminiftration,  who  has  juft  now 
fpoken. — I  mall  beg  Leave,  in  the  flrft  Place,  to  con- 
fider  thofe  Arguments,— and  in  the  next,  to  fay  fome- 
thing  to  the  Bill  itfelf. 

c  The  firft  Reafon  given  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
why  this  Bill  ought  not  to  be,poftponed,  but  to  be 
paffed  at  this  Time, — is,  becaufe  he  finds  the  Nature  of 
the  Bill  wholly  mifunderftood,  even  by  the  Petitioners 
themfelves,  Who  have  appeared  at  the  Bar,  and  con- 
fequently,  that  it  mull  and  will  be  greatly  mifappre- 
hended  by  the  Nation,  if  it  mould  end  here  : — — ■ 
Whereas,  if  the  Bill  mould  pafs,  it  will  become  ti 
Law,  printed,  promulged,  and  fully  known  to  the 
whole  People,  who  will  then  fee  how  much  they 
have  been  impofed  upon  by  fome  factious  and  defign- 
ing  Men,  who  have  ftirred  againft  it  in  the  City  of 
London,  and  have  been  dignified  by  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man with  the  Title  of  the  /cabby  Sheep. 

c  Sir,  I  hope  the  Gentleman  will  excufe  me,  for  I 
neither  want  a  proper  Regard  for  him,  nor  bear  him 
any  particular  Ill-will ;  but  it  is  impoflible  for  me  to 
avoid  faying,  That  his  Reafoning  in  this  Inftance  is 
neither  confiftent  with  that  Candour  which  he  pro- 
feffes,  nor  well  founded  in  any  Refpeel.  Upon  what 
does  he  found  it  ?  Upon  a  Queftion  which  he  juft 
before  put  to  one  of  the  Petitioners  at  the  Bar,  (which 
I  own  I  thought  a  ftrange  one  at  the  Time,  after  that 
Perfon  had  been  fpeaking  very  intelligently  againft  it 
for  half  an  Hour,)  Whether  he  underfiood  what  was  the1 
Intention  of  the  Bill?  To  which  he  made  Anfwer,' 
that  He  underfiood  himfelf  and  believed  every  body  un- 
derjlood,  that  the  Intention  of  the  Bill  tuas  to  naturalize 
the  Jews. — The  Gentleman  takes  Advantage  of  this 
Expreflion,  obferves,  that  the  Bill  is  not  a  Bill  to  na- 
turalize the  Jews,  but  a  Bill  to  take  away  the  Incapa-< 
cities,  which  by  the  Common  Law  of  the  Land,  and 
by  the  Statute  Laws,  they  now  lie  under  to  be  natu- 
ralized—and from  hence  arguesa  that  even  the  Peti- 
G  2  tioners 
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Anno  1755.  tioners  themfelves  againft  the  Bill  are  ignorant  of  the 
Nature  of  the  Bill. — But  is  this  Way  of  fifhing  for 
inaccurate  Anfwers  out  of  the  Mouth  of  refpeclable 
Merchants,  coming  humbly  to  lay  their  Apprehen- 
fions  upon  a  Point  of  great  national  Concern,  in  a 
regular  and  parliamentary  Way,  before  you,  a  fair 
Method  of  Proceeding  ?    Is  there  any  Dignity  in  this 
Manner  of   Debate  ? — The  Gentleman  at  the  Bar 
fpoke  effentially  the  Truth,  This  is  a  Bill  intended  ta 
naturalize  the  Jews,  or  it  is  a  Bill  intending  nothing. — 
Ninety-nine  Men  in  an  Hundred  would  have  expreffed 
themfelves  in  the  fame  Manner  upon  the  fame  Que- 
iiion,  and  none,  who  had  not  conceived  a  mean  and; 
difrefpeclful    Opinion   of    this    Houfe,   would  have 
thought  it  neceffary  to  have  guarded  what  he  faid 
againft  a  Quibble  (pardon  the  Expref&on)  of  fuch  a 
Kind  as  this. 

c  The  next  Reafon  offered  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman, 
why  we  mould  immediately  proceed  to  pafs  this  Bill, 
is  drawn  from  the  Refpecl:  due  to  the  other  Houfe^ 
who  have  agreed  to  it  with  almoft  a  general  Voice — 
That  the poflponing  the  Confederation  of  this  Bill  would  be 
treating  them  with  fome  Degree  of  Difrefpefit.  To  this 
I  anfwer,  that  it  feems  to  me,  and  I  take  it  to  have 
been  always  underftood  in  this  Place,  that  it  was  more 
refpeclful  to  any  Bill,  or  the  Advocates  of  any  Bill, 
to  let  it  fall  gently,  by  adjourning  the  Confideration 
of  it  to  a  long  Day,  than  to  cant  it  out  of  the  Houfe, 
on  a  Debate,  with  that  Refentment  which  I  think 
the  Bill  does  thoroughly  deferve.  Unlefs,  therefore, 
the  Gentleman  means  by  this  Refpecl:  to  the  other 
Houfe,  that  we  muft  pafs  this  Bill,  becaufe  they  have 
been  pleafed  to  pafs  it,  his  Arguments  from  the  Refpe£fc 
due  to  them  makes  nothing  to  his  Purpofe. — I  have 
great  Refpecl:  for  the  other  Houfe,  becaufe  they  are 
one  of  the  three  conftituent  Parts  of  the  Legiflature, 
and  of  equal  Importance  to  the  Conftitution  of  this 
Country  with  either  of  the  other  two.— As  fuch,  I  have 
dared,  upon  a  very  late  Occafion,  to  be  their  Advocate 
my felf  againft  a  very  indecent  Abufe,  which  I  fhould 
have  blumed  to  have  offered  to  any  Perfon,  or  in  any 
Place,  upon  any  Provocation.     I  mean, the  Bill*  (ftill 
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depending  in  this  Houfe)  in  Oppofition  to  which  the  Anno  1753, 
Banner  of  Popularity  has  been  difplayed  by  thofe  who, 
to  the  beft  of  my  Memory,  never  acted  under  it  be- 
fore ;  and  againft  which  the  democratical  Affections 
of  the  loweft  Orders  of  the  People  have  been  attempt- 
ed to  be  moved,  by  Reflections,  as  grofs  as  vulgar, 
upon  the  whole  Body  of  the  Lords.  I  oppofed  the 
levelling  Doctrines  then  urged,  and  I  refifted  the  In- 
dignity then  offered  to  that  Order.  It  was  my  Duty 
fo  to  do,  and  it  is  equally  my  Duty  now  to  refift  the 
ill  Ufe  attempted  to  be  made  of  their  Authority,  in 
order  to  reftrain  the  Freedom  of  our  Proceedings,  and 
to  employ  an  ariftocratical  Influence  upon  this  Houfe. 

6  The  third  and  laft  Reafon  .of  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man, why  this  Bill  ought  to  pafs  at  this  Time,  is  de- 
rived from  the  Progrefs  this  Bill  has  already  made  in 
this  Houfe.  It  has  been  read  a  firft  Time,  a  fecond 
Time,  committed,  ordered  to  be  engroffed  and  read 
the  third  Time ;  and  the  Queftion  is  now  before  you, 
That  it  mould  pafs  this  Day. — Therefore  what  ?  Be- 
caufe  in  every  Stage  of  the  Confiderations  that  have 
been  had  upon  it,  the  Advocates  in  Favour  of  the  Bill 
have  outnumbered  thofe  who  were  a  gainft  it,  there- 
fore they  who  have  ftill  offered  further  and  ftronger 
Reafons  againft  this  Bill,  are  not  to  have  any  Anfwers 
to  thofe  Reafons.  It  is  fufficient  to  be  told  the  Bill 
has  proceeded  thus  far,  therefore  it  muft  pafs  now. 
But  give  me  Leave  to  fay,  this  Kind  of  Talk  is  a 
very  light  Treatment  of  the  Forms  and  Orders  of 
this  Houfe  : — If  the  Forms  and  Rules  of  this  Houfe,  , 
as  to  the  Ccurfe  of  Bills,  are  not  contemptible,  they 
are  of  Ufe  j  and  they  can  be  of  no  Ufe,  unlefs  they 
mean  to  give  you  Opportunity,  in  every  Step,  upon 
every  Law,  to  confider,  and  reconfider  the  Subject- 
Matter  of  that  Law,  abstracted  from  any  Regard  to 
the  Opinion  which  had  prevailed  at  any  Time  or 
Times  of  Debate  before. 

4  Permit  me  now,  Sir,  to  confider  the  main  Que- 
ftion, Shall  this  Bill  pafs  at  all,  or  not?  With  my  Con- 
currence it  {hail  never  pafs,  and  I  will  explain  to  you 
the  Motiyes  which  determine  me  to  fet  my  Face 
againft  it.  Firft,  out  of  Regard  to  Religion,  and 
Reverence  to  Parliament ;  and  next,  for  Reafons 
G  3  grounded 
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Anno  1753.    grounded  on  the  Inutility,  Prejudice,  and  Danger  of 
the  Meafure. 

c  Sir,  I  ihall  not  fay  much,  or  fpeak  with  any  Af- 
fectation, to  the  religious  Part :  I  never  entertained 
ftraight  or  narrow  Principles  as  to  Religion,  either  in 
Speculation  or  in  Practice.  Reafon  and  Reflection 
have  indeed  convinced  me,  that  a  Want  of  Chanty  to 
all  Sects  and  Defcriptions  of  Men,  is  not  only  very 
unbecoming,  but  very  weak,  and  frill  more  wicked. — r 
I  do  likewife  abhor  all  that  Cant  and  Hypocrify,  Paf- 
fion,  and  enthufiaftic  Zeal,  which  feizes  fome,  and  is 
often  put  on  by  others,  in  Regard  to  Matters  of  this 
Kind.— But  at  the  fame  Time  I  know,  that  a  ferious 
Senfe  of  Religion,  and  a  real  Reverence  for  the  efta- 
blifhed  Religion  of  every  Country,  is  efTential  to  the 
Safety  of  every  Individual,  and  to  the  very  Being  of 
Government  itfelf. — I  think  it  therefore  highly  impo- 
litic for  this  Houfe,  to  bring  the  Gravity  of  their  Sen- 
timents upon  this  important  Point,  into  any  Doubt 
pr  Queftion.— And  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that  one  or 
other  of  thefe  two  Things  mull  happen  upon  the 
palling  this  Bill  into  a  Law  :—  Either  the  Public  will 
Ipe  prevailed  upon  (by  this  Countenance  which  you 
prcpofe  to  give  to  the  avowed  Enemies  of  the  Religion 
of  your  Country)  to  look  upon  that  Religion  as  a 
mere  Fable,  as  conceiving  it  agreeable  to  that  Indif- 
ference which  (though  falfely)  they  will  imagine  you 
mean  to  {hew  upon  that  Subject :  Or,  if  the  Corrup- 
tion of  thefe  Times  have  not  depraved  them  fo  far  as 
to  think  Religion  a  jeft,  and  Chriftianity  a  Farce, 
they  will  view  your  Conduct  in  a  very  odious  Light. — 
If  you  ftand  in  your  right  Senfes,  you  cannot,  for 
your  own  Sakes,  as  Members  of  a  civil  Society,  wifti 
that  your  Influence  upon  the  Minds  of  the  People 
fhould  extend  fo  for  as  in  the  Supposition  I  have  firft 
put.— In  the  latter  Cafe,  you  would  do  well  to  reflect 
what  Confequences  may  refult  from  it  to  your  own 
Exiftence.  If  the  Opinions  of  the  People  are,  either 
juftly  or  unjuftly,  fo  formed,  as  to  believe  (which, 
unjuft  as  it  would  be,  may  flill  poffibly  be  the  Cafe  at 
this  Time)  that  Parliaments  have  lore  all  Attention 
to  their  civil  Liberties  ;  and  if,  in  the  fame  Temper 
pf  their  Minds,  you  mould  lead  them  into  a  farther 
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"Error,  and  Superadd  a  Con  virion  that  you  fit  equally  Anno  1753, 
loofe  to  their  religious  Rights; — what  Support  can 
you  expect  ? — How  long  can  you  hope  to  fubfift  as  a 
Parliament  again*!  the  Power  which  you  fay  you  an- 
nually raife,  and  conceit  yourfelves  now  able  to  con- 
troul,  but  which,  without  any  Doubt,  may  then 
treat  you  as  the  fame  Power,  railed  by  your  Predecef- 
fors  formerly,  treated  them  ? — I  fpeak,  iri  the  next 
Place,  to  the  Inutility  of  the  Bill. 

6  The  Benefit  to  arife  from  the  Admiilion  of  any- 
foreign  People  upon  Earth  can  confift  in  thefe  Cir- 
cumftances  only, — That  they  will  bring  over  great 
Treafures  :— That  their  Numbers  will  increafe  the 
military  Strength  and  Power  of  the  State  : — That 
they  wild  improve  your  Manufactures,  and  extend 
your  Trade. 

£  As  to  the  Treafures  that  will  be  brought  over  by 
this  Admiffion  of  the  Jews,  you  have  been  told  by 
great  Authorities  at  the  Bar,  that  in  Fact  there  are 
very  few  rich  yews  to  come  from  any  Part  of  the 
known  World  ;  and  as  Things  now  fcand,  this  Coun- 
try muft  be  the  Place,  in  which  all  Jews  of  conside- 
rable Property,  who  are  here  already,  will  remain, 
and  to  which  all  others  will  naturally  come  without 
the  Aid  of  this  Bill : — Becaufe  the  Lenity  of  our 
Laws,  and  Security  of  Property  to  Men  of  all  Per- 
iuafions  whatfoever,  affords  a  better  Protection  to 
them  than  they  can  find  in  any  other  Part  of  Europe.— 
In  Point  of  Privilege,  whatever  has  been  faid,  they 
enjoy  none  greater  in  any  Nation  upon  Earth. — We 
are  told,  that  they  are  indulged  in  France  to  buy 
Houfes  in  the  trading  Towns  : — And  by  Law  they 
have  been  intitled  to  this  here  for  many  Centuries,  . 
though  excluded  from  the  Right  of  purchafmg  any 
Eftates  in  Land,  which  they  are  neither  by  Lav/  in- 
titled  to  do  here  or  any  where  elfe  that  I  know  of,  or, 
as  I  ftand  at  prefent  informed,  do  believe,  in  the  Chri- 
fHan  World. — If  therefore  they  have  neither  confi- 
derable  Wealth  to  bring,  nor  want  fuperior  Induce- 
ments already  to  come,  it  is  nothing  but  a  wanton 
Spirit  of  Innovation,  of  changing  the  old  Laws  of 
J£ngland9  and  fetting  up  for  every  novel  Inftitution 
G  4  (the 
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Anno  1753.    (the  very  Difeafe  of  the  Times)  that  can  prompt  us 

U- — y— — ■*  to  this  ungracious  Act. 

6  But  does  any  Man  expect  any  Increafe  of  Strength 
or  military  Power,  from  adding  to  the  Numbers  of 
your  People  by  the  Admiffion  of  the  'Jews  ?  Though 
it  be  true,  that  in  Defiance  of  the  fundamental  Laws 
of  this  Country,— in  direct  Contradi6t.ion  of  the  very 
Act  of  Settlement  itfelf,— Foreigners  are  now  actu- 
ally lifted,  not  only  in  your  Armies,  but  in  the  very 
Guards  j— and  that  in  the  Inftance«of  a  late  and 
fignal  Infraction  of  the  Laws,  aggravated  by  Circum- 
ftances  of  unparallelled  Cruelty  and  Oppreffion,  and 
actually  communicated  this  very  Seffion  to  this  Houfe, 
yet  the  very  Soldier  named  (after  full  Notice  of  his 
Cafe  in  Parliament,  and  after  petitioning  for  his  Dif- 
charge)  is  ftill  by  Violence  detained  in  the  Service  : — ■ 
And  though  this  inconteftably  proves,  that  our  Armies 
cannot  be  compleated  out  of  our  natural-born  Sub- 
jects, for  I  am  not  to  fuppofe  any  Power  but  Necef- 
iity  in  this  Country  to  be  above  the  Lav/  ;.— -yet  I  will 
venture  to  fay,  that  Jewijh  Troops  will  not  ferve  the 
Purpofes,  either  of  the  Nation,  the  Adminiftration, 
or  the  Crown. — I  muft  confefs,  however,  that  one 
Purpofe  may  be  anfwered  by  their  Admiffion:— The 
Abomination  in  which  they  are  held  by  the  People  of 
this  Kingdom,  mould  they  grow  infolent,  or  ob- 
noxious by  their  Numbers,  may  provoke  Excelles 
againft  them,  which,  when  all  other  Arguments  fail 
for  a  {landing  Army,  may  furniih  new  ones  for  its; 
Support. — For  it  is  no  extravagant  Supposition,  mould 
this  Bill  pafs,  that  the  Confequence  may  hereafter  be 
not  only  the  Eftablifhment,  but  the  Employment  of 
an  Army  to  knock  our  own  Chriftian  Fellow-fubjects 
on  the  Head,  in  Protection  of  our  foreign  Jews, 

*  Sir,  it  is  equally  chimerical  to  propofe  any  Ad- 
vantage from  the  Manufactures  or  Labour  of  the 
JeivS)  which  have  been  both  idly  mentioned  :  Whence 
are   thefe    manufacturing,    thefe    labouring    Jews   to 

come  ? J  queftion  whether  anv  Number  of  "Jews  at 

this  Time  exercife  any  Manufacture,  or  follow  any 
laborious  Profeffion  in  any  Part  of  the  known  World.-- 
And  in  Truth,  from  their  obftinate  Superftition,  and 
the  total  Difference  of  their  Cuftoms  in  every  Circum- 

ftance. 
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ftance  of  Life,  it  would  be  utterly  impoftible  for  them  Anno  1753. 
to  mix  with  our  People,  were  they  never  fo  well  qua- 
lified for  it  in  every  other  Refpect.  But  we  are  told — 
Admitting  all  this — they  may  ftill  greatly  extend  our 
Commerce. — Sir,  if  we  flatter  ourfelves  with  any  No- 
tions of  this  Kind,  we  do  it  in  Oppofition  to  all  Ex- 
perience, both  of  ancient  and  modern  Times. — The 
Trade  of  the  Jews,  as  it  appears  by  the  oldeft  of  our 
Hiftories,  and  the  earlieft  Records  both  here  and  in 
other  Countries,  was  Ufury,  Brokerage,  and  Job- 
bing, in  a  higher  or  a  lower  Degree.— By  this  Traf- 
fick, in  former  Ages,  they  diilreffed  and  ruined  the 
Chriftian  Subjects  in  fuch  Numbers  every  where,  as 
to  draw  down  upon  them  from  Time  to  Time  the 
Refentment  of  all  Nations,  and  in  this  Traffick  they 
have  improved  fo  far  in  this  Age,  as  now  to  ruin 
whole  Kingdoms  inftead  of  Individuals,  by  aiding 
Minifters  to  beggar  the  States  they  ferve,  by  which 
Traffick  alfo  they  have  greatly  aided  to  plunge  this 
Nation  into  a  Debt  of  near  eighty  Millions ;  but  for 
real  Commerce,  and  any  honeft  Trade  of  Merchan- 
dize, even  in  this  Country,  where  the  greater!:  Op- 
portunities of  Trade  exift,  where  their  People  have 
the  largeft  Fortunes  to  carry  it  on,  their  Dealings  are 
fo  inconfiderable,  that  they  do  not  deferve  to  be  the 
Object  of  our  Attention  in  any  Degree,  otherwife 
than  as  the  Enquiry  into  the  Fact  may  prove  the  con- 
trary of  the  Pretence.  For  in  Truth,  it  will  not  be 
be  found,  that  of  all  the  immenfe  Fortunes  made  by 
the  Jews  now  fubfifting  among  us,  any  one  has  been 
otherwife  acquired  than  by  Contracts,  Subfcriptions, 
Commiffions,  and  Correfpondencies,  and  all  Kinds  of 
Jobbing  with  the  NecefTities  of  the  Public  in  the  late 
War. 

*  Since  therefore  the  Naturalization  of  the  Jezus 
tends  to  no  important  Addition  of  Property  to  this 
Kingdom  ; — to  no  poilible  Increafe  of  Strength  ;— 
to  no  Improvement  in  Manufactures ; — to  no  Exten- 
fion  of  the  Commerce  of  the  Kingdom  ; — this  Bill  can 
be  no  Meafure  of  Utility,  and  cannot  merit  the  Sanc- 
tion of  this  Houfe. 

c  I  now  come  to  lay  before  you  the  Prejudice  and 
Danger  which  I  apprehend  from  this  Bill. 

'  The 
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Aaae  1753.  'f  The  firft  relates  to  the  Commerce  of  the  King- 
dom, and  has  been  ftrongly  flated  by  the  Gentlemen 
who  fpoke  in  Behalf  of  themfelves  and  other  Mer- 
chants of  London  at  the  Bar. — They  have  told  you, 
that  in  Portugal,  though  many  who  are  known  to  be 
jfnvs  in  their  Heart  do  refide  there,  yet  any  Jew 
would  be  burnt  at  a  Stake  who  avowed  his  Religion, 
and  did  not  put  himfelf  under  the  immediate  Protec- 
tiod  of  the  Inquifition  by  the  Title  of  a  new  Chri- 
ftian  :— That  they  really  apprehend  this  Averfion  to 
be  fo  violent,  that  when  it  mall  be  known  in  that 
Country,  that  we  have  taken  a  Meafure  of  this  Kind 
in  Favour  of  that  Race,  we  fhall  be  looked  upon  as 
the  mofl  impious  Nation  upon  Earth,  our  Merchants 
and  Houfes  there  will  ftand  in  great  Danger, — and 
our  Commerce  run  the  Rifk  of  being  greatly  impair- 
ed, if  not  totally  deftroyed  : — That  at  prefent  our 
Trade  thither  is  of  great  Profit  to  this  Kingdom,  we 
being  now  treated  as  the  moft  favoured  Nation : — 
That  France  has  been  long  affiduous  at  that  Court,  to 
obtain  a  Treaty  which  might  put  her  upon  the  fame 
Footing  with  Great-Britain,  in  refpecl:  to  her  Com- 
merce there  :-— That  hitherto,  indeed,  fhehas  not  fuc- 
ceeded,  but  there  is  great  Probability,  that  from  the 
Bigotry  of  that  Court,  inflamed  by  that  of  the  Peo- 
ple of  all  Degrees,  (he  may  carry  her  Point  if  this 
Bill  fliould  pafs.-— Sir,  none  of  us  are  able  to  judge 
bow  probable  fuch  a  Confequence  may  be.  I  thank 
God,  we  are  ourfelves  fo  free  from  this  bigotted  Dif- 
pofition,  that  we  cannot  eafily  raife  our  Ideas  to  thofe 
Abfurdities,  to  which  fuch  Notions  carry  the  People 
of  thole  Countries  ;  yet  certainly  for  a  Meafure  of 
little  or  no  Utility  at  all,  a  Rifk  of  this  Nature,  ap- 
prehended fo  much,  and  pointed  out  to  you  by  the 
trading  Intereft  of  this  Kingdom,  who  can  judge  of 
this  better  than  we  can,  mould  not  be  run. 

4  But  Inconveniencies  of  this  Sort  are  Considera- 
tions far  inferior  to  the  Danger,  which  this  Bill  threat- 
ens to  bring  upon  the  general  Eftablifhment  of  this 
Kingdom.— -I  am  to  fuppofe  that  this  Bill  muft.  have 
this  EfFecl,  that  the  Jews  who  are  now  here,  or  who 
afe  to  come  here,  will  lay  out  vail  Sums  of  Money  in 
JUand.     The  Advocates  for  this  Bill  have  been  im^ 
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prudent  enough  to  intimate,  that  this  is  their  Inten-   Anno  1755. 
tion  : — This  they  avow  to  be  one  of  the  greateft  Be- 
nefits they  expect  from  it,  as  it  will  raife  the  Price  of 
Lands. — Now,  Sir,  if  this  mould  not  be  the  Cafe, 
what  has  been  already  faid  proves  that  the  Bill  will 
have  no  Effect,  which  is  alone  a  fufficient  Reafon 
why  it  fhould  not  pafs  : — But  if  it  mould  have  this 
Confequence,  I  do  maintain  it  to  be  the  moil  formi- 
dable and  highly  dangerous  Meafure  that  ever  was  pur- 
sued ;— for  it  directly  tends  to  the  Ruin,  and  even 
Annihilation  of  the  prefent  landed  Intereft-  of  Eng- 
land.    Of  what  Importance  is  it  to  Englijhmen,  that 
the  Price  of  Land  in  England  mould  be  raifed,  to  this 
End  only,  that  by  this  Advance  of  the  Price  the  Peo- 
ple may  be  tempted  to  throw  thofe  Lands  for  ever  into 
the  Hands  of  the  Jews  ?— The  prefent  Englijh  Gene- 
ration, who  have  now  PofTeflion  of  the  landed  Eftates 
of  England,  are  for  once,  indeed,  to  have  the  infidious 
Advantage  of  being  bought  out  of  them  at  an  advanced 
Price, — but  nationally  they  and  their  Pofterity,  for 
ever  after,    are  to  be  deprived   of  their  Inheritances 
here,  and  the  Jews  are  to  remain  for  ever  the  Land- 
holders of  Great-Britain,  and  for  ever  after  to  enjoy 
our  Titles  to  this  Kingdom. — In  whatever  Degree 
this  Bill  is  to  operate  by  the  Sale  of  our  Lands  to 
Jews,  it  operates  more  or  lefs  to  turn  the  Tables  upon 
the  Chriftians   in  Favour  of  the  Jews,— to  put  the 
Jews  upon  the  Ground  of  the  Englijh,  and  the  Englijh 
upon  the  prefent  Footing  of  the  Jews.— And  fup- 
pofe  this  Bill  mould  only  have  an  extenfive  Operation 
of  this  Sort,  which  it  muft  have,  and  not  an  univerfal 
Operation,  (which  it  may  have  in  Length  of  Time) 
yet  great  Eflates  in  all  the  Counties  of  England  will  of 
Neceflity  fall,  and   that  very  foon  too,   into  Jewijh 
Hands  : — Then  let  me  afk,  whether  it  is  poflible  that 
great  Eftates  fhould  not  give  great  Influence?  Let  me 
follow  it  with  another  Queftion,  whether  great  Influ- 
ence (in  whatever  Hands)  will  not  be  called  upon  to 
exert  itfelf  by  the  Minifters  of  this  Country  in  all 
future  Elections  ?    Let  me  purfue  it  farther  with   a 
third,  whether  this  Influence  fo  acquired,  fo  called 
upon  to  exert  itfelf,  will  not  be  exerted  ? — I  fay,  that 
undoubtedly  it  will  ->    for  obnoxious  as  this  Jewijh 
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Anno  17^3.  Intereft  will  be,  it  mud:  lean  upon  the  Adminiftratiori 
for  Support.— -Every  Seel:  in  Religion  not  favoured  by 
the  People,  or  thoroughly  countenanced  by  the  Law  : 
All  new  Bodies  of  Foreigners,  even  to  the  third  Ge- 
neration, do  it  for  the  fame  Reafon  : — And  if  we  fee 
this  in  the  Conduit  of  all  who  fettle  among  us  by 
Denization  or  by  Naturalization  :— -If  we  fee  it  in  the 
Conduct  of  the  DiiTenters  of  all  Denominations,  and 
even  of  the  Roman  Catholicks  themfelves,  the  latter 
of  whom  moft  commonly  give  their  Weight  to  the 
fame  Scale ;  and  the  former  too  generally,  and  too 
openly,  in  feveral  Counties,  and  in  many  Boroughs, 
form  themfelves  into  an  avowed  Intereft  for  the  mini- 
sterial Powers  in  all  Times  :  Can  any  Man  doubt  but 
that  the  Jezvijb  DiiTenters  will  become  in  like  Manner 
the  Servants  of  the  fame  Power  in  all  Corporations  of 
the  Kingdom,  where  they  fhall  procure  any  Eftablifh- 
ment  ?  And  can  it  be  doubted  but  that  their  Eftablifh- 
ment  will  be  more  potent  in  our  Boroughs,  than  thofe 
of  the  DiiTenters  of  any  other  Denomination,  as  their 
Riches  are  fo  much  more  confiderable,  and  their  Union 
ib  much  clofer  and  more  diftincl:,  than  that  of  any 
other  Set  of  DiiTenters  in  the  Nature  of  Things 
can  be  ? 

c  That  the  Jtwijh  landed  Influence  in  Counties, 
and  the  Jewifh  difienting  Intereft  in  the  Boroughs, 
muft  and  will  act  in  this  Manner,  and  may  even  here- 
after drive  out  every  other  diiTenting  Intereft  of  the 
Kingdom,  is  not  poffible  to  be  denied;  from  whence 
another  Argument  arifes,  which  I  (hall  offer  to  you 
with  great  Sincerity  and  great  "Good-will  to  the  Peaec 
and  Quiet  of  my  Country. 

'  It  has  been  thought,  in  the  Situation  of  the  Royal 
Family  at  this  Time,  by  every  prudent  and  every 
honeft  Man,  that  every  Means  mould  be  purfued  to 
maintain  the  prefent  Tranquillity  of  this  Country  : 
Many  who  think  that  they  have  public  as  well  as  pri- 
vate Reafons  enough  to  oppofe  Minifters  and  Meafures, 
yet  reftrain  themfelves  at  this  Conjuncture,  from  thefe 
honeft  Confiderations. — To  this  Circumftance  fome 
Men  owe  their  undifturbed  Enjoyment  of  thegreatPro- 
£ts,  and  unexampled  Power  of  the  high  Stations  in  which 
they  frand.  How  then  can  we  account  for  their  Infa- 
tuation, 
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tuation,  to  call  it  no  worfe,  of  urging  a  Meafure  Anno  1753, 
like  this  againft.  what  cannot  be  known,  without  any 
immediate  Evidence  of  public  Alarm  or  Refentment, 
to  be  utterly  repugnant  to  the  Genius  and  Sentiments 
of  the  People  of  Great -Britain?  Sir,  it  is  no  new 
Thing  that  Minifters  mould  wantonly  and  weakly 
create  Confufion,  and  from  a  Contempt  of  thofe  they 
govern,  raife  an  Oppofition  themfelves  : — But  our 
Minifters  certainly  are  not  aware  how  national,  how 
general  this  Opposition  may  probably  become,  which, 
from  the  Times  in  which  we  feand,  and  from  the 
Tendency  it  may  probably  acquire,  it  is  neither  wife 
nor  honefr.  to  provoke. 

6  The  prefent  Adminiftration  are  forae  of  them  the 
fame  Men,  others  bred  at  leaft  in  the  fame  School, 
moft  if  not  all  of  them  able  to  remember  the  Spirit 
that  rofe  againft  their  Connexion,  and  overthrew 
them,  towards  the  End  of  the  Reign  of  Queen  Anne. — 
The  Origin  of  that  was  a  filly  Meafure  which 
jarred  the  fame  String  with  this. —It  is  true  they 
recovered  their  Ground  again,  by  the  Accident  of 
the  Queen's  Death,  and  the  Acceflion  of  the  prefent 
Royal  Family  to  the  Throne.— But  let  them  take 
Care  now  j  if  they  overthrow  themfelves  by  the  fame 
Wantonnefs,  the  fame  Prefumption,  the  fame  Inat- 
tention to,  or  Ignorance  of,  the  true  Temper  of  the 
People,  they  poffibly  may  fall  never  to  rife  again. 

6  For  my  own  Part,  dead  as  all  Spirit  appears  to 
be  throughout  the  whole  Nation,  I  do  verily  believe 
that  this  Bill  will  rouze  it,  but  in  a  Way,  of  all 
others,  in  which  I  mould  leafc  wim  to  fee  it  rife.—  I 
deteft  the  Race  the  Nation  was  hurried  to  run  by  that 
Spirit  which  I  have  juftnow  mentioned,  and  I  rejoice 
that  I  know  (and  I  have  had  Opportunities  to  know  it 
perhaps  better  than  any  Man  in  this  Houfe)  that  a 
Moderation,  and  a  fair  Difpofition  to  the  prefent 
Royal  Family,  does  exifr.  (as  much  as  they  are  tra- 
duced) in  far  the  greater  Number  of  thofe  who  are 
defcended  from  the  warmefc  Aelors  of  thofe  Times. — 
Nothing  but  your  Folly  and  Extravagance  in  the  Pur- 
fuit  of  fuch  Meafures  as  this,  can  bring  them  back 
into  the  paiiionate  Humours  that  appeared  then.— Sir, 
I  have  certainly,  as  to  my  own  Particular,  no  Reafon 

to 
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Anno  1753.  t0  apprehend  a  large  Minority. — Though  I  expe&  it, 
I  am  fure  that  I  do  not  defire  to  fee  one,  which  fhali 
become  fo  merely  by  the  Effecl:  which  this  Bill  may 
have  upon  the  Minds  of  Men  at  the  next  General 
Election;  for  it  will  be  a  Minority  of  a  Sort  with 
which  I  fhall  be  as  little  able  perhaps  to  concur,  as 
the  Gentleman  over  the  Way  to  contend. —Indeed, 
I  am  amazed  that  this  Confideration  makes  no  Im- 
preffion,  for  fo  fure  I  am  that  this  Bill  will  have  an 
Effecl:  upon  the  People  which  you  do  not  expect: ; — 
that  when  that  Day  comes,  which  is  not  far  off,  I 
fhall  not  fear  to  fet  my  Foot  upon  any  Ground  of 
Election  in  the  Kingdom — (I  who  have  fpoke  my 
Sentiments  and  voted  againft  the  Bill)  in  Oppofitron 
to  any  one  Man  among  you,  or  any  new  Chriftiari 
who  has  appeared  or  voted  for  it ;— and  fo,  do  I  verily 
believe,  any  other  Gentleman  may  do,  who  this  Day 
in  this  Houfe  fhall  act  and  vote  with  me. 

c  Sir,  it  is  eafy  to  be  perceived,  in  almoft  every 
Step  that  we  have  taken  during  this  whole  Parliament, 
that  we  think  ourfelves  wifer  than  all  our  Anceftors 
for  {even  hundred  Years  before  us  : — For  ourBufinefs 
has  conftantly  been  to  unravel  all  that,  in  refpect  to 
Law  and  Liberty,  Religion  and  Commerce,  they  had 
eftablifhed  as  the  proper  Rule  of  Government  for  this 
Nation. — We  ridicule  the  narrow  Notions  of  our 
Forefathers,  and  we  applaud  our  own  open  and  exten- 
five  Underftandings — which  is  carried  to  that  ridicu- 
lous Excefs — that  if  a  Man  talks  of  Magna  Chart  a ) 
or  the  Petition  of  Right,  or  of  any  of  the  funda- 
mental Conftitutions  of  the  Kingdom,  he  is  fneered 
and  laughed  at. — If  he  talks  of  Caution  in  admitting 
and  countenancing  every  enthufiaftic  Sect,  he  is  a 
Jacobite  or  a  Tory.— If  he  talks  againft  the  hafty  lay-^ 
ing  open  of  any  Branch  of  Commerce,  which  from 
Circumftances  may  ftand  upon  a  different  Footing 
from  the  reft— he  is  a  Man  of  little  narrow  Princi- 
ples, and  Trade  is  to  be  opened,  though  the  Plague 
were  to  be  brought  with  it,  or  the  Conditions  for  that 
Opening  were  to  have  Slavery  annexed. — From  the 
fame  Conceit,  from  the  fame  Rage  for  Novelty,  and 
unlimited  Purfuit  of  general  Principles, — when  you 
talk  of  Naturalization,  no  Circumftances  of  our  Si* 
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tuation,  in  regard  to  the  Royal  Family  now  upon  the  An$v  x?5^ 
Throne,  or  to  the  Jealoufies  of  the  People,  are  to  be 
at  all  confidered  :-•— No  Regard  is  had  to  the  State  of 
the  Laws  actually  now  in  Being  in  Ireland  or  the 
Plantations,  where  any  Man  may  acquire  this  Privi- 
lege for  Half  a  Crown  j— to  the  Facility  with  which 
all  who  apply  to  the  Legitlature  for  it,  may  obtain  it 
here;— to  the  general  Indulgence  and  Prote&ion  of  all 
thofe  who  come  among  us,  though  not  naturalized, 
and  exercife  any  Art  or  Manufacture ;.— nor  any  Re- 
flection made  how  far  thefe  Circumftances  already 
anfwer  every  reafonable  Purpofe  of  this  Kind.  But 
general  Naturalization  without  Exception  is  the  Word : 
—Naturalize  all,  rich  and  poor,  Jews,  Turks,  Infi- 
dels, and  Hereticks,  be  they  who  they  will,  or  what 
they  will,  or  where  they  will ; — do  it  without  any 
Check  or  Controul ;-— do  it  without  a  Power  of  Re- 
medy, let  the  Confequences  turn  out  ever  fo  much 
counter  to  what  you  may  expect.. 

c  Sir,  it  is  not  common  Senfe,  but  downright  Mad- 
nefs,  to  follow  general  Principles  in  this  wild  Man- 
ner, without  Limitation  or  Referve;— and  give  me 
Leave  to  fay  one  Thing,  which  I  hope  will  be  long. 
remembered,  and  well  thought  upon  by  all  thofe  who 
hear  me— That  thofe  Gentlemen  who  plume  them- 
felves  thus  upon  their  open  and  extenfive  Underftand- 
ings,  are  in  Fact  the  Men  of  the  narrower!:  Principles 
in  the  Kingdom. — For  what  is  a  narrow  Mind  ?  It  is 
a  Mind  that  fees  any  Proportion  in  one  fingle  con- 
tracted Point  of  View,  unable  to  complicate  any  Sub- 
ject with  the  Circumftances  and  Connderations  that 
are,  or  may,  or  ought  to  be  combined  with  it.— And 
pray,  what  is  that  Understanding  which  looks  upon 
Naturalization  only  in  this  general  View,  that  Natu- 
ralization is  an  Increafe  of  the  People,  and  the  in- 
creafe  of  the  People  is  the  Riches  of  the  Nation  ?  — 
Never  admitting  the  leaf!  Reflection,  what  the  People 
are  whom  you  let  in  upon  us  ; — how,  in  the  prefent 
bad  Regulation  of  our  Police,  they  are  to  be  employed' 
or  maintained  ;-'-- how  their  Principles,  Opinions,  or 
Practice,  may  influence  the  P.eligion  or  Politicks  of 
the  State,  or  what  Operation  their  Admiflion  may 
have  upon  the  Peace  and  Tranquillity  of  the  Coun- 
try ;. 


I  96  .1 

Anno  1753.  try  :-— Is  not  fuch  a  Genius  equally  contemptible  and 
narrow  with  that  of  the  poorer!  Mortal  upon  Earth, 
who  grovels  for  his  whole  Life  within  the  Verge  of 
the  oppofite  Extreme  ? 

c  Sir,  this  leads  me  to  the  laft  Argument  which  I 
fhall  urge  againft  this  Bill,  and  it  is  not  the  leaft  im- 
portant. This  Bill  is  a  Step  to  a  general  Naturaliza- 
tion, which  was  very  daringly  attempted,  but  happily 
defeated,  not  above  two  Years  ago. — The  fame  Spirit 
now  animates  thofe,  who  moved  you  then  to  attempt 
that  hateful  Meafure. — They  dare  not  openly  avow 
the  fame  Defign,  but  they  artfully  endeavour  to  bring, 
it  about  again  by  this  Means, —knowing  full  well 
how  ftrong  this  Argument  muft  be  hereafter,  when 
you  have  palTed  this  Bill,  What !  vjill  you,  who  have 
confented  to  naturalize  even  the  Jews,  boggle  at  allowing  the 
fame  Privilege  to  foreign  Protejlants  prof  effing  the  Chriftian 
Religion  as  you  do  yourfelves  ?  But  the  Nation,  Sir,  will 
fee  through  this  Defign,  and  by  fome  Means  or  other, 
I  am  confident,  will  defeat  it  now,  as  they  did  then. 
6  I  conclude  what  I  have  been  led  to  fay  upon  Na- 
turalization in  general,  and  upon  this  Naturalization 
of  the  Jews  in  particular,  with  this  common  Proverb, 
That  there  is  no  Rule  without  an  Exception,  and  that 
if  ever  there  mould  be  an  Exception  to  any  general 
Principle,  it  ought  furely  to  be  in  the  Cafe  of  the 
Naturalization  of  that  People,  the  very  EiTence  of 
whofe  Character  and  Religion  confifts  in  their  Abhor- 
rence of  ChriiHanity,  and  Rancour  to  the  whole 
Chriitian  Race.' 

After  fome  Debate,  the  Queftion  to  adjourn  was 
put,  and  carried  in  the  Negative  ;  whereupon  the 
Queflion  for  the  Bill's  paffing  was  put,  and  carried  m 
the  Affirmative  •>  and  Mr.  Hume  was  ordered  to  carry 
the  Bill  to  the  Lords,  and  acquaint  them,  that  the 
Roufe  had  agreed  to  the  fame  without  any  Amend- 
ment. This  famous  and  important  Bill  having  thus 
palled  both  Houfes,  fome  of  the  moft  zealous  Advo- 
cates againft  it  without  Doors,  began  to  talk  of  peti- 
tioning his  Majefty  not  to  give  it  the  Royal  AfTent  j 
but  they  had  not  Time  to  carry  this  Defign  into  Exe- 
cution ;  for  as  the  Seffion  ended  June  7,  the  Bill  then 
received  the  Royal  AfTent. 

The 
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The  next  Bill,  was  the  famous  one  to  prevent  clan-  Anno  1753. 
deftine  Marriages  :  We  fhall  obferve,  that  a  Caufe 
having  been  laft  Seflicn  brought  before  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  by  Appeal,  which  was  founded  upon  an  alledged 
clandeftine  Marriage,  it  fet  the  bad  Confequences  of 
fuch  Marriages  in  fo  ftrong  a  Light,  that  their  Lord- 
fhips  ordered  the  Judges  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  the  better  preventing  of  clandejline  Marriages  ;  which 
they  accordingly  did ;  but  the  Bill  met  with  fo  many 
Alterations  and  Amendments  in  that  Houfe,  that  it 
was  not  fent  down  to  the  Commons  till  May  7.  Next 
Day  it  Was  read  a  firft  Time  in  that  Houfe,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  feCond  Time,  and  to  be  printed. 
The  14th  it  was  read  a  fecond  Time,  and  a  Motion 
made  for  its  being  committed,  which  occafioned  a 
Debate,  in  which  Mr.  Attorney-General  and  Lord 
Barrington  fpoke  for  the  Motion,  and  Robert  Nugent  9 
Efq;  (now  Lord  Clare)  againft  it,  but  was  carried  for 
the  Affirmative  by  116  againft  55. 

It  will  not  be  improper  to  ftate  the  Contents  of  the 
Bill,  and  the  Objections  made  to  it,  with  the  Anfwers. 

It  is  enacted  that  the  Banns  fhall  be  publifhed  in 
the  Church  or  Chapel  of  the  Place  where  the  Parties 
dwell,  three  Sundays ■,  in  the  Morning,  except  where 
Morning  Service  is  not  performed,  immediately  after 
the  fecond  Leffon.  If  the  Parties  dwell  in  different 
Places,  the  Banns  muft  be  publifhed  in  each;  and,  if 
in  an  extra-parochial  Place,  or  where  no  Divine  Ser- 
vice is  ufually  celebrated,  then  in  the  Parifh  Church 
or  Chapel  adjoining,  and  the  Marriage  miift  be  fo- 
lemnized  where  the  Banns  were  publifhed. 

The  Minifter  is  not  obliged  to  publifh  the  Banns, 
unlefs  the  Parties  give  in  their  Chriftian  and  Surnames, 
the  Places  of  their  Abode,  and  the  Time  they  have 
dwelt  in  them,  a  Week  before  the  firft  Publication. 

When  the  Banns  have  been  thus  publifhed,  the 
Minifter  fhall  not  incur  ecclefiaftical  Cenfure  for  fo- 
lemnizing  the  Marriage,  although  the  Parties  mall 
appear  to  have  been  under  Age,  and  not  to  have  ob- 
tained the  Confent  of  their  Parents  or  Guardians;  un- 
lefs he  had  previous  Notice  of  fuch  DifTent,  and  then 
he  is  to  declare  the  Banns  void. 

Vol.  V.  H  No 
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Anno  1753.  No  Licence  fhall  be  granted  to  marry  in  any  Place 
where  one  of  the  Parties  have  not  dwelt  at  leaft  a 
Month. A  fpecial  Licence  by  the  Archbishop  ex- 
cepted. 

If  Marriage  fhall  be  folemnized  in  any  other  Place 
than  a  Church,  or  public  Chapel,  without  a  fpecial 
Licence ;  or  in  a  Church  or  Chapel,  without  having 
publifhed  the  Banns,  or  a  Licence  obtained  of  forne 
Perfon  properly  authorized;  the  Marriage  £hall  be 
void,  and  the  Perfon  who  folemnized  it  tranfported 
for  feven  Years,  if  profecuted  within  three. 

Marriage  by  Licence,  where  either  of  the  Parties 
are  under  Age,  and  Confent  of  Parent  or  Guardians 
has  not  been  obtained,  fhall  be  void.  Provided  the 
Party  under  Age  be  not  a  Widow,  or  Widower,  and 
the  Parent  refufing  Confent  be  not  a  Widow  married 
again. 

Where  the  Confent  of  a  Guardian  or  Mother  fhall 
be  capricioufly  refufed,  or  the  Party  non  compos  mentis , 
or  beyond  the  Sea,  the  Court  of  Chancery  fhall  re- 
lieve in  a  fummary  Way. 

No  Suit  fhall  be  had  to  compel  a  Celebration  of 
Marriage  upon  Pretence  of  any  Contract,  whether  the 
Words  of  fuch  Contract  were  in  the  prefent  or  future 
Tenfe. 

All  Marriages  to  be  before  two  WitnefTes,  befidev 
the  Minifter,  and  an  Entry  fhall  be  made  in  a  Book 
kept  for  that  Purpofe,  expreffing  whether  it  was  by 
Banns  or  Licence  3  and  if  by  Licence,  and  either  of 
the  Parties  under  Age,  the  Confent  of  Parent,  or 
Guardian,  fhall  alfo  be  entered ;  to  be  figned  by  the 
Minifter,  the  Parties,  and  the  WitnefTes. 

Falfe  Entry,  Licence,  or  Certificate,  or  deftroying 
Regifler  Books,  are  Felony,  in  Principal  and  Acef- 
fary,  and  to  be  punifhed  with  Death. 

This  Act  is  not  to  extend  to  the  Royal  Family, 
Quakers,  or  Jews,  or  to  affect  any  Marriage  in  Scot* 
land,  or  beyond  the  Seas. 

Nor  is  it  neceflary,  in  order  to  fupport  a  Marriage 
by  Banns,  to  prove  the  Refidence  of  the  Parties  in 
the  Place  where  they  were  publifhed :  Nor  when  by 
Licence,    to  prove  that  they  had   refided  where  the 
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Marriage  was  celebrated  one  Month,  nor  fhalt  any   Anno  1753. 
Evidence  be  received  to  prove  the  contrary.  '         t-      > 

Such  was  the  Subftance  of  the  Bill,  and  it  is  gene- 
rally agreed  that  this  Bill  will  prevent  the  Mifchiefs 
that  have  arifen  from  clandeftine  Marriages  ;  the  only 
Queftion  therefore  which  could  be  debated  was,  whe- 
ther it  would  not  produce  greater  Mifchiefs  than  it 
would  prevent. 

To  prove  the  Affirmative,  it  was  faid,  j/?,  That 
the  Legiflature's  affuming  a  Power  to  difpenfe  with 
the  moft  folemn  Vows  and  Engagements,  to  do  any 
A£r.  not  directly  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  God  or  Na- 
ture, is  a  Precedent  of  the  wrorft  Kind  :  That  it  tends 
to  render  the  Marriage  Contract:  lefs  facred,  even 
when  it  has  received  the  Sanction  of  the  Laws  of  the 
Land,  and  is  pronounced  right  in  a  political  Senfe. 

2.  That  it  will  difcourage  the  Marriage  of  the 
poorer  Sort,  among  whom  Marriage,  however  necef- 
fary  to  political  Purpofes,  is  generally  an  imprudent 
Step  with  refpecl:  to  themfelves ;  and  as,  by  this  A£t9 
they  will  be  prevented  from  doing  it  without  great  De- 
liberation, many  will  not  do  it  at  all. 

3.  Proclamation  of  Banns,  and  public  Marriages, 
are  againft  the  Nature  and  Genius  of  our  People.  A 
young  Girl  cannot,  without  extreme  Confufion^ 
fuffer  it  to  be  proclaimed  through  the  whole  Parifh, 
that  me  is  going  to  be  married  ;  a  young  Fellow  is 
always  unwilling  to  fuffer  the  Jeers  of  his  Compani- 
ons fo  long  beforehand ;  and  a  Licence  coils  more  than 
poor  People  can  fpare.  The  Difproportion  between 
the  Marriages  at  Keith's  *,  and  at  the  moft  populous 
Church,  proves  the  general  Averfion  to  public  Marri- 
ages ;  for  at  St.  Aimes,  the  Marriages  in  a  Year  were 
but  50,  and  at  Keith's  6000. 

4.  Seamen,  Soldiers,  Bargemen,  Waggoners,  &c. 
if  they  cannot  afford  a  Licence,  cannot  be  married  at 
all,  becaufe  their  Refidence  in  any  one  Place  a  fuiH- 
cient  Time,  is.  incompatible  with  their  Profeffion. 

5.  The  Confequence  of  this  will  be  the  Decreafe  of 
People,  and  the  Increafe  of  thofe  Vices,  which  the 
Paffions,  not  legally  gratified,  would  produce. 

*   A  Clergyman's  Chapel  sn  the  Fleet, 
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Anno  1753.  6.  'Favours  are  fometimes,  by  Accident,  obtained 
from  Women  of  Character,  before  Marriage,  and 
when  a  Pregnancy  happens,  Infamy  is  frequently  pre- 
vented by  a  fudden  and  fecret  Marriage,  the  Time  of 
which  cannot  be  generally  known  :  But  this  will,  by 
the  Act,  be  rendered  impofiible,  and  he  who  cannot 
marry  a  Girl,  whom  perhaps  he  loves,  without  having 
it  publickly  known  that  fhe  was  a  Whore,  will  not 
marry  her  at  alL 

7.  The  Contract  of  Marriage  ought  not  to  be  dif- 
folved,  becaufe,  when  every  other  Contract  is  diflblved, 
the  Parties  mutually  reftore  what  they  have  obtained 
by  the  Cori tract ;  but  if  a  Man  of  twenty  marries  a 
Woman  of  nineteen,  and  confummates  the  Marriage, 
he  cannot  reftore ;  and  therefore  the  Laws  of  God, 
and  hitherto  the  Laws  of  Man,  compel  him  to  abide 
by  the  Contract.  And  the  Reafon  why  the  Canons 
allow  a  Boy  of  fourteen  to  avoid  a  Marriage  made  by 
him  before  that  Age,  is  becaufe  till  then  he  is  fup- 
pofed  not  able  to  complete  the  Contract. 

8.  It  has  always  been  deemed  jufr.  to  punifh  a  Man 
of  nineteen  or  twenty  for  a  Rape,  and  there  is  the  fame 
Difference  between  debauching  a  Girl,  under  Pretence 
of  Marriage,  known  to  be  void  in  Law,  and  a  Rape,  as 
between  a  Fraud  by  falfe  Dice,  and  a  Robbery  on  the 
Highway :  The  former  is,  in  both  Cafes,  the  greater 
Crime,  and  though  not  adequately  punifhed,  yet  the 
leaft  to  be  done  is  to  oblige  the  Ravifher  to  abide  by 
the  Marriage  he  has  entered  into. 

9.  By  this  Law  the  Innocent  only  are  punifhed, 
for  the  Children  are  declared  to  be  illegitimate,  and 
no  Penalty  is  laid  on  the  Parent. 

Anfivers  to  the  above  Objeffions. 

To  the  iji.  The  Legiflature  affumes  no  Power  to 
difpenfe  with  the  moral  Obligation  of  folemn  Vows 
and  Engagements,  but  only  determines  to"what  Con- 
tract it  will  give  the  Sanction  of  Marriage  for  politi- 
cal and  civil  Purpofes,  and  the  Legiflature  has  never 
yet  been  blamed  for  not  legitimating  Children,  which 
have  been  the  IfTue  of  folemn  Engagements,  when  the 
Circumftances  which  had  been  declared  requifite  to  a 
Marriage  were  wanting  :  Nor  can  it  be  thought  the  Le- 
giflature 


giflature  aflumes  more  than  human  Authority,  when,  Anno  1753. 
for  wife  Reafons,  thefe  Circumftances  are  changed : 
Neither  can  it,  without  the  utmoft  Abfurdity,  be  pre- 
tended, that  a  Law,  by  which  Solemnity  and  Deli- 
beration are  made  necelTary  to  Marriage,  tends  to  lef- 
fen  the  Reverence  and  Awe  which  is  paid  to  the  Con- 
tract. 

To  the  2d.  It  will  not  prevent  Marriage  among  the 
Poor,  for  in  Country  Places,  where  there  is  no  Fleet 
Parfon,  or  Keith's  Chapel,  Marriages  are  as  frequent^ 
in  Proportion  to  the  Number  of  the  Inhabitants,  as 
in  the  Metropolis, 

To  the  3d  and  $th.  An  Anfwer  to  thefe  Objections 
is  included  in  the  Anfwer  to  the  fecond. 

To  the  \th.  A  Seaman,  Bargeman,  or  Waggoner's 
Refidence  will  always  be  underftood  to  be  in  the  Parim 
where  he  refides  on  Shore,  or  to  which  his  Waggon  or 
Barge  belongs;  and,  if  married  by  a  Licence,  the 
Bride's  , having  refided  a  Month  in  any  Parifh,  whe- 
ther the  Bridegroom  has  any  fuch  Place  of  Refidence 
or  not,  will  be  fufficient. 

To  the  6th.  It  is  of  more  Confequence  to  Society 
that  Fornication  mould  be  difcouraged  by  making 
Marriage  fo  public,  that  no  unmarried  Perfons  can 
live  together  as  Man  and  Wife,  without  the  Infamy 
which  fuch  Cohabitation  deferves,  than  that  a  few 
indifcreet  Women  mould  be  fcreened  from  Difgrace, 
the  Hope  of  which  may  encourage  the  Fault. 

To  the  jth.  The  Contract  of  Marriage  is  not  dif- 
folved,  but  a  Contract  which  before  (by  a  Difregard 
of  the  Laws  already  fubfifting)  was  deemed  Marriage, 
is  now  declared  to  be  otherwise. 

Totheftth.  If  an  indifcreet  Woman  mould  be  drawn 
into  a  Contract,  under  the  Notion  of  Marriage, 
which  is  not  fo  in  Law,  and  fhould  cohabit  with  her 
fuppofed  Hufband,  fhe  would  have  a  good  Action 
againft  him,  notwithftanding  this  Statute,  if  he  mould 
refufe  a  legal  Marriage;  and,  upon  fuch  Action,  if 
the  Woman  appeared  to  be  of  good  Character,  and 
the  Man  in  affluent  Circumftances,  the  Jury  would 
certainly  give  her  fignal  Damages.  Befides,  as  Care 
has  been  taken  to  promulgate  this  Law  in  a  very  extra- 
ordinary Manner,  by  reading  it  in  Places  of  public 
H  3  Worihip, 
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Anno  1753.    Worfhip,  a  Woman  will  be  lefs  liable  to  be  deceived 
into  illegal  Marriage,  after  it  takes  Place,  than  before. 

To  the  gth.  That  the  Children  are  punifhed  for  the 
Fault  of  the  Parent,  is  an  Objection  againft  withhold- 
ing the  Benefit  of  legal  Marriage  from  the  IfTue  of 
any  Contract,  however  private  or  illegal,  and  there- 
fore muft  be  confidered  as  Felo  de  fe. 

Several  Gentlemen  in  the  Adminiftration  fpoke  a- 
gainft  the  Bill,  particularly  Mr.  Fox  (now  Lord  Hol- 
land) and  the  late  Right  Hon.  Charles  Townflyend.  Mr. 
Fox  holding  it  up  in  the  Houfe,  as  Anthony  expofed  the 
Body  of  Cafar,  made  a  kind  of  a  Parody  of  the  Speech 
in  Shakefpeare  on  that  Gccafion.  Mr.  Pelharn^  who  was 
fincerely  for  the  Bill,  began  now  to  think  it  high  Time 
to  fupportit  on  apolitical  Account,  becaufe  he  thought 
the  Oppofition  made,  was  not  fo  much  to  the  Bill,  as 
to  himfelf  -,  and  he  fpoke  with  unufual  Warmth.  The 
Bill,  however,  at  length  pafFed  by  a  Majority  of  125 
againft  56.  A  great  Number  who  were  againft  the 
Bill  abfented  themfelves.  The  Lords  agreed  to  the 
Amendments. 

No  other  material  Bufinefs  came  on  this  Seflion, 
except  a  Bill  that  was  brought  in  for  purchafing  the 
Mufeum^  or  Collection  of  Sir  Hans  Shane  ^  and  the 
Harleian  Collection  of  Manufcripts,  and  for  pro- 
viding one  general  Repofitory  for  the  fame,  and  for 
the  Ccttonian  Library,  by  a  Lottery.  Sir  Hans  Sloane 
had  directed  by  his  Will,  that  his  Mufeum  fhould  be 
offered  to  Parliament  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Public,  for 
20,000/.  His  Terms  were  embraced.  The  Har- 
leian Collection  was  offered  to  the  Public  by  the 
Duchefs  of  Portland  for  1 0,000  A  Both  thefe  Collec- 
tions were  fuppofed  to  be  worth  four  Times  the  Sums 
given  for  them.  The  Cotton  Library  had  been  given 
to  the  Public  by  the  Cotton  Family.  And  the  whole  is 
now  depofited,  under  certain  Regulations,  in  Montague 
Houfe. 

On  June  the  7th,  17^3,  the  Seffion  ended;  when 
his   Majefty  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  made 


the  following  Speech 


My 


[     103    ] 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"  ^TT^HE  Seafon  of  the  Year  is  fo  far  advanced,  Anno  1753. 
<c  J^  and  theBufmefs  before  you  fo  entirely  finim- 
c<  ed,  that  it  is  neceflary  to  put  an  End  to  this  Seffion 
"  of  Parliament.  The  Zeal  which  you  have  fhewn 
•"  for  my  Perfon  and  Government  in  all  your  Pro- 
"  ceedings,  calls  for  my  fincere  Thanks  ;  and  the 
"  Care  and  Affiduity  you  have  exerted,  in  making 
^  fuch  Provifions  as  may  advance  the  Commerce  of 
"  my  Subjects ;  fupply  and  extend  their  Manufac- 
"  tures ;  and  put  a  Stop  to  fome  Diforders  that  re- 
"  quired  Reformation ;  are  no  lefs  agreeable  to  me, 
ff  than  they  are  Proofs  of  your  Prudence,  in  laying 
c*  hold  of  this  Time  of  Tranquillity  to  make  domeftic 
u  Improvements. 

"  The  State  of  foreign  Affairs  has  received  no 
<*  material  Alteration  fince  your  Meeting.  You  may 
"  depend  on  my  fleadily  purfuing  the  fame  Principles 
"  and  Ends,  which  I  then  declared  to  you.  To  pre- 
«  ferve  the  Peace ;  to  confult  the  real  Profperity  of 
*c  my  People ;  and,  at  the  fame  Time,  to  affert  and 
<c  maintain  the  Honour  and  juft  Rights  of  my  Crown 
"  and  Kingdoms ;  are  the  fixed  Objects  of  all  my 
«  Meafures." 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

"  In  granting  the  Supplies  for  the  current  Year, 
*c  you  have  equally  fjiewn  your  Concern  for  the  pub- 
?c  lie  Service,  and  your  Regard  to  the  Eafe  of  your 
"  Fellow- Subjects.  I  thank  you  for  both  ;  as  well 
"  as  for  providing,  with  fo  much  Forefight,  for  the 
"  future  Augmentation  of  the  Sinking  Fund." 
"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"  I  have  nothing  to  defire  of  you,  but  what  I  am 
*?  perfuaded  you  wifh  for  yourfelves.  Do  your  ut- 
"  moft  Endeavours,  in  your  feveral  Countries,  to  pro- 
*.*  mote  the  true  Intereft  and  Happinefs  of  my  People  ; 
<c  to  propagate  Induftry  ;  and  to  preferve  good  Order 
"  and  Regularity  ambngft  them  :  Make  them  fenfible 
"  of  the  Bleflings  they  enjoy  ;  and,  by  thefe  Means, 
<e  the  Quiet  and  Security  of  my  Government  will  bt 
"  beft  eftablifhed."  * 

*  A  Female  Quaker,  who  was  in  the  Houfe  to  fee  the  King  on  the 
Throne,  began  to  hold  forth  as  foon  as  his  Majefty  was  gone,  for  near 
twenty  Minutes,  againft  the  Vanity  of  Drefs. 

H4  '      A  LIST 
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A  LIST  of  the  Public  ACTS  patted  during  this 
SeiSon. 

Anno  1753.      y%    ]sj  Act,  For  continuing  and  granting  Duties  upon 
-  r—^  jf\_  Malt,  Mum,  Cyder  and  Perry. 

An  Act,  For  granting  an  Aid  to  his  Majejly  by  a 
Land-Tax  of  3  s.  in  the  Pound,  to  be  raifed  in  Great- 
Britainy&r  the  Service  of  the  Tear  1753. 

An  Act,  For  the  better  Prefervation  of  Game. 

An  Act,  For  punijhing  Mutiny  and  Defertion,  and  for 
the  better  Payment  of  the  Army  in  their  Quarters. 

An  Act,  For  making  perpetual  fever al  Duties  on 
Salt. 

An  Act,  To  explain,  amend,  and  render  more  effec- 
tual, an  Acl  for  the  Encouragement  of  the  Britifh  whits 
Herring  Fijhery,  and  for  regulating  the  faid  Fijhery  ac- 
cording to  the  Calendar  now  in  ufe,  and  for  other  Purpofes 
therein  mentioned. 

An  Act,  To  oblige  Ships  more  effectually  to  perform  their 
^uarantaine,  and  for  the  better  preventing  the  Plague 
being  brought  from  foreign  Parts  into  Great-Britain  or 
Ireland,  or  the  Ifles  of  Guernfey,  Jerfey,  Alderney, 
Sark,  or  Man. 

An  Acl,  For  opening  the  Port  of  Exeter,  for  the  Im- 
portation of  Wool,  and  Woollen  Tarn,  from  Ireland. 

An  Acl:,  For  permitting  the  Exportation  of  Wool  and 
Woollen  or  Bay  Tarn  from  any  Port  in  Ireland,  to  any 
Port  in  Great-Britain. 

An  Acl,  For  the  more  effeclually  pnnijhing  Perfons 
who  Jhall  /leal  or  detain  Jhipwrecked  Goods,  &c. 

An  Acl,  For  more  effeclually  preventing  the  fraudulent 
Removal  of  Tobacco  by  Land  or  Water,  and  for  the  Eafe 
of  the  fair  Trader  in  Tobacco  ;  and  for  afcertaining  the 
Rates  payable  for  the  Pofiage  of  certain  Letters,  and  for 
amending  and  explaining  the  Laivs  relating  to  the  Sale  of 
jpirituous  Liquors  by  Retail. 

An  Act,  To  prevent  Wines  imported  into  any  of  the  Out- 
Ports  being  brought  to  London  without  paying  the  London 
Duty. 

An  Acl,  for  regulating  the  Trade  to  the  Levant  Seas. 

An 
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An  Act,   For  encouraging  the  Silk  Manufactures  of  Anno  1755. 
this  Kingdom. 

An  Act,  For  the  afcertaining  the  Fees  to  be  taken  by  the 
Clerks  to  Jujiices  of  the  Peace. 

An  Act, ,  For  allowing  Inter ejl  on  Corn  Debentures  in 
England  and  Scotland. 

An  Act,  For  encouraging  the  Linen  Manufacture  in 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland. 

An  Act,  For  levying  the  Duties  on  Windows  in  Scot- 
land. 

An  Act,  For  reducing  the  Number  of  the  South-Sea 
Directors. 

An  Act,  For  granting  to  his  Majejiy  a  Sum  out  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  and  for  appropriating  the  Supplies 
granted  in  this  SeJJion,  and  for  enlarging  the  Time  limited 
for  fubferibing  3  and  3  \  Annuities  into  one  joint  Stock. 

An  Act,  For  continuing  fever al  expiring  Laws. 

An  Act,  For  the  better  preventing  clandestine  Mar- 
riages. 

An  Act,  To  explain  and  continue  fever  al  Laws  more  ef~ 
feclually  to  prevent  the  Spreading  of  the  jOi/lemper  among  1} 
the  Horned  Cattle,  and  for  amending  fo  much  of  the 
Calendar  Ac!  as  relates  to  the  Time  of  electing  public 
Officers  of  the  City  of  Chefter. 

An  Act,  For  pur  chafing  Sir  Hans  S  loaned  Mufeum^ 
and  the  Harleian  Manufcripts. 

An  Act,  To  render  more  effectual  an  Aft  made  in  the 
Tlth  of  ^ueen  Anne,  for  providing  a  Reward  for  Per- 
fons  difcovering  the  Longitude  at  Sea. 

An  Act,  To  explain  and  continue,  two  Ads  for  difarm- 
ing  the  Highlands. 

An  Act,  For  regulating  and  licenfmg  Alehoufes  in  Eng- 
land. 

[The  Juftices,  on  granting  all  Licenfes,  are  to  take 
a  Recognizance  of  10/.  with  Sureties  in  the  like  Sum, 
for  the  licenfed  Performs  maintaining  good  Order,  and 
none  to  be  re-licenfed  without  Certificate  of  good 
Fame.  Sellers  of  Ale,  &c.  without  a  Licence  to  for- 
feit 40  s.  for  the  firft  Offence,  4/.  for  the  fecond,  and 
6/.  for  the  third.] 

An  Act,  For  the  Amendment  and  Prefervation  of  the 
Turnpike  Roads  of  this  Kingdom. 

[To 
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Anno  1753.  [To  encourage  the  Ufe  of  broad  Wheels,  Waggons 
with  Wheels  nine  Inches  broad  may  be  drawn  with 
eight  Horfes,  and  Carts  with  five,  and  not  liable  to 
be  weighed^  or  to  forfeit ;  after  September  24,  Owners 
of  travelling  Waggons  with  narrower  Wheels  to  for- 
feit 5  /.  or  a  Horfe  ;  when  the  Truftees  are  to  caufe 
the  Ruts  to  be  levelled,  and  the  Roads  to  be  widened.] 

An  A£t,  To  permit  Perfons  profejjing  the  Jewifh  Reli- 
gion to  be  naturalized  by  Parliament. 

An  A£t,  To  allow  further  Time  for  the  Inrollment  of 
Deeds  and  Wills  made  by  Papijls,  and  for  Relief  of  Pro- 
t  eft  ant  Pur chafers,  Devifees,  and  Leffees. 

An  A£t,  To  continue  fever al  Laws  relating  to  the  Pu- 
nijhment  of  Perfons  going  armed  or  difguifed,  in  Defiance 
of  the  Laws  of  Cuftom  or  Excife,  Sec. 

An  Act,  To  explain,  amend,  and  continue  the  Provi- 
fions  made  by  two  Acls  of  Parliament,  for  the  more  effec- 
tual difarming  the  Highlands  in  Scotland,  &c. 

An  AjSfc,  To  prevent  the  Inconveniencies  and  Dangers, 
that  may  arife  from  the  prefent  Methods  of  digging  Gravel, 
Sand,  Stone,  Chalk,  &c.  on  Commons  and  wafte  Grounds 
for  the  Repair  of  the  Highways, 
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THE 

Hiftory   and   Proceedings 

O  F    T  H  E 

SEVENTH   SESSION 

O  F    T  H  E 

Tenth  Parliament  of  Great-Britain. 


On  the  i$th  of  November,  1753,  the  "Parliament  met  at 
Weftminrfer,  when  his  Majefty  went  to  the  Houfe  of 
Peers,  and  ?nade  the  following  Speech, 


?i  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

T  Have  called  you  together  as  early  as  your  At-  |  Anno  J753- 
'c  J_  tendance  upon  your  private  Affairs  would  ad-  ' 
<£  mit ;  and  I  am  confident,  that  you  are  all  met  with 
J*  the  beft  Difpofitions,  to  give  fuch  Application  and 
"  Difpatch  to  the  Bufinefs  of  this  Seilion,  as  may  be 
cc  moft  conducive  to  the  public  Utility.  The  Events 
"  of  this  Year  have  not  made  it  neceffary  for  me  to 
iC  offer  any  thing  in  particular  to  your  Confideration, 
"  relating  to  foreign  Affairs.  The  Continuance  of 
"  the  public  Tranquillity,  and  the  general  State  of 
"  Europe,  remain  upon  the  fame  Footing  as  when  we 
<c  laft  parted ;  and  you  may  be  affured  of  my  Steadi- 
"  nefs,  in  purfuing  the  moft  effectual  Meafures  to 
"  preferve  to  my  People  the  Bleffings  of  Peace." 

<c  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
"  I  have  nothing  to  afk  of  you,  but  the  neceffiry 
"  Supplies  for  the  ordinary  Services  of  the  enfuing 
"  Year ;  and  fuch  as  have  already  been  under  your 
"  Confideration.  I  have  ordered  Eftimates  to  be  laid 
f*  before  you ,  and  from  the  Experience  I  have  had  of 

**  your 
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Anno  1753.  cc  your  conflant  Regard  for  my  Honour,  and  the  3e- 
'•  curity,  as  well  as  Eafe,  of  your  Fellow- fubjects,  I 
"  entertain  no  Doubt  of  your  making  the  proper  Pro- 
cc  vifions  for  thefe  Purpofes." 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"  I  am  forry  to  be  obliged  again  to  mention  to  you 
"  a  Subject,  which  reflects  DiThonour  upon  the  Na- 
<c  tion,  as  well  as  creates  great  Danger  and  Mifchief 
"  to  my  good  Subjects.  It  is  with  the  utmoft  Regret 
6<  I  obferve,  that  the  horrid  Crimes  of  Robbery  and 
cc  Murder  are,  of  late,  rather  increafed  than  dimi- 
"  nifhed.  I  am  fenfible,  that  Works  of  Reforma- 
4t  tion  are  not  to  be  effected  at  once ;  but  every  body 
u  fhould  contribute  their  belt  Endeavours :  And  let 
<c  me  earneftly  recommend  it  to  you,  to  continue  your 
"  fenous  Attention  to  this  important  Object:.  What-* 
*c  fqever  fhall  be  found  expedient,  either  in  this,  or 
cc  any  other  Refpect,  for  the  Welfare  and  Happinefs 
<c  of  my  People,  fhall  meet  with  my  hearty  Concur- 
"  rence  and  Support." 

The  following  Addrefs  was  moved  by  William  Lyt- 
teltony  Efq;  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Gottington>  and  palled 

nemine  contradicente. 

The  humble  ADDRESS    of  the    Houfe   of  Co?nmon$ 
to  the  KING. 

6i  Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

</i  \1|7"E  your  Majefty's  rjioft  dutiful  and  loyal 
<,<■  yy  Subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain, 
*c  in  Parliament  affembled,  beg  Leave  to  return  your 
*'  Majefty  our  humble  Thanks  for  your  molt,  gracious 
**  Speech  from  the  Throne. 

46  And  we  aflure  your  Majefty,  that  we  will  not 
fct  fail,  on  our  Parts,  to  give  fuch  Application  and 
44  Difpatch  to  the  Bufinefs  of  this  Seffion,  as  may  be 
4C   rnoit  conducive  to  the  public  Utility. 

44  The  h:'ppy  Continuance  of  the  general  'Tran- 
44  quill  ity  calls  upon  us  to  exprefs  our  Gratitude  to 
44  your  Majefty,  for  your  conftant  Attention  to  an 
**  Object  fo  effential  to  the  Interefl  of  your  People 2 

"  And 


[    i°9    ] 

cc  And  we  have  the  utmoft  Confidence  in  your  Majef-    Anno  175?. 
"  ty's  Wifdom  and   Steadinefs,  that  you  will  purfue 
**  the  moft  effectual   Meafures   for  preferring  to  this 
cc  Nation  the  ineftimable  'Bleffings  of  Peace. 

"  We  beg  Leave  to  allure  your  Majefty,  that  we 
"  will  chearfully  raife  fuch  Supplies,  as  fhall  be  found 
"  neceffary  for  the  Services  of  the  enfuing  Year. 

"  Nothing  can  be  more  pleafing  to  your  faithful 
<c  Commons,  than  to  receive  fuch  Marks  of  your 
"  Majefty's  gracious  Approbation  of  our  pari  Zeal 
<c  and  Regard  for  your  Honour,  as  well  as  for  the 
"  Security  and  Eafe  of  our  Fellow- Subjects. 

"  We  lament,  with  the  deeper!  Concern,  that  the 
"  Methods  hitherto  attempted  to  reprefs  and  prevent 
"  the  horrid  Crimes  of  Robbery  and  Murder,  fo 
"  grievous,  as  well  as  difhonourable,  to  this  Nation, 
<c  have  proved  ineffectual ;  but  we  allure  your  Ma- 
"  jefty,  that  however  difficult  the  Talk  may  be,  to 
"  reform,  or  even  reftrain,  the  Defperate  and  the 
"  Abandoned,  we  will  neverthelefs  perfevere  in  our 
*'  ferious  Endeavours  to  provide,  if  it  be  poilibie,  a 
**  more  adequate  Remedy  againft  fuch  Enormities, 
46  being  fully  perfuaded,  from  an  uninterrupted  ~E?t- 
cc  perience  of  your  Majefty's  Goodnefs,  that  we  (hall 
^c  be  affifted  by  your  Majefty's  Concurrence  and  Sup- 
4C  port  in  every  Meafure,  that  fhall  be  found  expedi- 
c<  ent,  in  this  or  any  other  Refpecl,  for  the  "Welfare 
"  and  Happinefs  of  your  People." 

His  MAJESTY'S  ANSWER. 

'     cc  Gentlemen, 
C€   "  r  Thank    you   for   this   dutiful    and  affectionate 
"    1  Addrefs. 

"  You  may  firmly  rely  on  my  beft  Endeavours  to 
"  promote,  on  all  Occaiions,  the  true  Interefts  and 
"  Happinefs  of  my  People." 

Many  Circumftances  concurred  to  make  this  one  of 
the  moft  unanimous  Seffions  that  had  appeared  for  many 
Years.  The  Minifter's  Candour  had  gained  him 
many  Friends.  The  Party  that  had  been  formed  by 
the  late  Prince  of  Wales,  was  extinguifhed  with  the 
2  Death 
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Anno  1753.  Death  of  that  Prince,  and  a  wonderful  Spirit  of  Loy- 
alty appeared  over  the  whole  Kingdom.'  Add  to  thefe 
Confiderations,  it  being  the  lair.  Seflion,  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  was  but  thin,  feveral  of  the  Members  re- 
maining in  the  Country  to  make  Intereft  for  their  Re- 
elections.  Thofe  fair  Appearances,  any  Minifter  of 
leh  Popularity  than  Mr.  Pelbam,  muft  have  foon  after 
been  overfet  by  the  Storm  of  popular  Difcontent, 
which  arofe  in  the  Nation  on  Account  of  the  Bill  for 
allowing  the  Jews  to  be  naturalized,  which  paffed  laft 
Seflion.  Without  fpecifying  Particulars,  it  is  fuffici-. 
ent  to  fay,  that  the  whole  Body  of  the  common  Peo- 
ple of  England,  and  many  even  of  high  Rank,  were 
inflamed  almoft  to  Madnefs  againft  the  Bill,  and  foli- 
cited  a  Repeal  of  it  by  Inftructions  to  their  feveral 
Members.  The  Government  was  too  wife  to  think 
of  oppofing  fuch  a  Torrent,  and  Mr.  Pelham  and  his; 
Brother  foon  made  it  publickly  known,  that  they 
Ihould  be  the  firft  to  beftir  themfelves  in  Parliament 
for  a  Repeal  of  the  Bill.  Some  of  their  bell  Friends 
were,  through  Principle,  violently  attached  to  the 
Bill,  and  endeavoured  to  perfuade  them  to  defpife 
popular  Clamour,  and  that  if  they  indulged  it,  by  fa- 
vouring a  Repeal  upon  that  Occafion,  no  public  Mea- 
fure,  difagreeable  to  the  Mob,  could  be  carried  into 
Execution.  But  they  thought  that  the  Bill  of  itfelf 
was  not  of  Importance  fufficient  to  hazard  the  Confe- 
quences  of  fo  univerfal  a  Deteftation  ;  therefore,  on 
the  firft  Day  of  the  Seflion,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  prefented  to  them  a  Bill  to  re- 
peal an  Adr.  of  the  26th  Year  of  his  Majefty's  Reign, 
intitled,  "  An  Act  to  permit  Perfons  profeffing  the 
Jewijh  Religion  to  be  naturalized  by  Parliament,  and 
for  other  Purpofes  therein  mentioned." 

The  Addrefs  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  no 
fooner  moved  for,  and  agreed  to,  than  Sir  James  Dajh-*- 
wood  moved  for  repealing  an  Act  which  paffed  the  laft 
Seflion,  to  permit  Perfons  profefling  the  Jewifo  Reli- 
gion to  be  naturalized  by  Parliament ;  but  this  being 
contrary  to  Form,  Sir  Jamss  amended  his  Motion,  and 
moved  for  a  Call  of  the  Houfe  on  the  Tuefday  Fort- 
night following,  when  his  Motion  might  be  repeated. 
In  the  Motion  for  a  Call  of  the  Floufe  he  was  feconded 

by 


C    in    ] 

by  Lord  Parker,  who  oppofed  him  as  a  Candidate  for    Anmo  1753. 
Oxford/hire,    both  being  equally  folicitous  to  recom-  ^*"*V*  "^ 
mend  themfelves  to  their  Conftituents,  by  their  Zeal 
againft  an  Act:  which  was  almoft  univerfally  detefted  ; 
and  in  Oxford/hire  was  not  defended  even  by  the  Ad- 
vocates for  thoie  who  had  fuffered  it  to  pafs.     But  the 
Bill  coming  from  the  Lords,  rendered  the  Call  unne- 
cessary.    Mr.   Pelham  was  among  the  foremoft  who 
fpoke  in  Favour  of  the  Repeal.     He  was  anfwered  by 
Thomas  Potter,  Efq;  who  made  the  following  Speech 
(which  is  printed  from  an  original  Manufcript  in  his. 
own  Hand  Writing.) 

c  Mr.  Speaker, 
c  After  what  has  already  paffed  upon  the  SubjecT:  of  Thpmas  Potter^ 
this  Bill,  in  this  Houfe,  as  well  as  the  other;  afterEfqi 
that  Race  for  Popularity  which  we  have  feen  attempt- 
ed to  be  run  by  Perfons  who  ufually  differ  in  their 
Ways  of  thinking ;  and  after  that  dexterous  Manage- 
ment, or,  to  carry  on  the  Metaphor,  that  Jockeyfhip, 
by  which  this  Bill  is  triumphantly  brought  down,  by 
one  Side,  before  the  Day  is  arrived  which  was  defired 
by  the  other  Side  for  the  Confideration  of  it;  it  is  na- 
tural to  conclude  that  it  will  pafs  through  the  Houfe 
without  much  Oppofition.  I  hope,  however,  that 
unconnected  as  I  am  with  either  Party,  and  being 
ufed  to  think  a  little  for  myfelf,  I  fliall  be  forgiven  if 
I  delay  for  a  few  Minutes  the  Courfe  of  this  popular 
Proceeding,  and  if  I  interrupt  the  Unanimity  of  the 
Houfe  with  my  Negative,  even  though  I  fhould  be 
Angle.  And  yet,  Sir,  I  fhould  be  heartily  forry  if  I 
fhould  ftand  fingle.  I  am  content  to  be  the  firft  in 
fetting  my  Face  againft  this  popular  Clamour ;  I  am 
content  to  lead  the  Way  againft  that  Odium  which, 
to  many,  feems  fo  terrible ;  but  I  cannot  but  hope, 
that  fome  Perfon  of  Weight  and  Dignity  will  rife  up 
to  j ufti fy  the  Proceedings  of  Parliament,  to  defend  the 
Honour  of  the  Legiflature.  Sir,  they  want  an  Advo- 
cate. Not  only  the  Wifdom,  but  the  Integrity,  of 
the  Legiflature  has  been  arraigned,  openly  and  impu- 
dently arraigned  in  Pamphlets,  in  News-papers  that 
have  circulated  through  every  Country  in  Europe, 
They  have  been  accufed,  Sir,  in  exprefs  Terms,  of 
5  having 
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Anno  1753.  having  fold  the  Birthright  of  Englijhmen^  arid  betrayed 
U— -sr— — '  the  Cfiriftian  Religion.  King,  Bifhops,  Lay-Lords, 
and  Commons,  have  combined  to  make  this  infamous 
Bargain,  and  the  Rabble  of  the  Kingdom  have  been 
called  up  to  the  Refcue  of  them.  Pardon  me,  Sir,  if 
I  fpeak  with  Warmth  ;  I  own  I  feel  Indignation,  but 
I  am  too  well  juftified  in  what  I  have  faid  j  I  have  not 
overftrained  the  Point. 

c  Thus  arraigned,  thus  accufed,  Sir,  it  is  propofed, 
in  order  to  juftify  our  Proceedings,  and  to  vindicate 
our  Integrity  to  the  World,  that  without  venturing  to 
queftion,  or  call  to  an  Account,  the  Authors  of  thefe 
impudent  Calumnies,  we  mould  at  once  yield  to  the 
Demands  of  the  Multitude,  and  that  we  mould,  in 
Effect,  more  than  tacitly  confefs  our  Guilt,  and  ac- 
knowledge the  Juftice  of  thefe  Accufations,  by  haften- 
ing  to  refcind,  with  moii:  unprecedented  Precipitation, 
what  was  done  with  great  Confideration  and  great  De- 
liberation :  Pardon  me,  Sir,  if  I  do  not  think  that 
fuch  a  Meafure  is  founded  upon  found  Policy,  or  very 
confident  with  the  Dignity  of  Parliament.  I  was  one 
of  thofe,  Sir,  who  voted  for  the  Bill  when  it  paffed : 
I  avow  it,  Sir,  thus  publickly,  and  let  thofe,  who  are 
difpofed,  (if  there  are  any  fo  difpofed)  make  the  moft 
of  that  Declaration.  I  am  ready  to  abide  the  Confe- 
quences.  I  voted  for  it,  becaufe  I  thought  it  a  right 
and  a  wife  Meafure,  and  from  what  has  paffed  fince, 
I  am  more  ftrongly  convinced  that  it  is  fo  ;  and  when 
I  am  once  fatisfied,  Sir,  that  what  I  have  done  is 
right,  I  will  never  be  brought,  for  any  Confideration, 
to  let  my  Hand  to  an  ignominious  Recantation.  And 
yet,  this  is  the  Light  in  which,  I  am  afraid,  this  Pro- 
ceeding will  appear  to  Mankind,  and  confidering  the 
Spirit  of  Infolence  which  prevails,  I  mould  not  be 
furprized,  if  we  mould  fee  this  Bill,  as  foon  as  it  is 
paffed,  hawked  about  the  Streets  of  London  and  Wejl- 
minjler^  under  the  Title  of  the  Parliament's  Recan- 
tation. 

*  That  thofe,  Sir,  who  think,  that  permitting  the 
Jews  to  be  naturalized,  was  a  wrong  Meafure,  mould 
be  defirous  to  fee  this  Law  repealed,  is  natural.  Of 
thefe,  perhaps,  there  are  fome  in  this  Houfe ;  a  few 
who  expreffed  their  Diflike  to  it  at  the  Time  when  it 
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palted,  and  others,  who  being  abfent  at  that  Time,  Anno  1753, 
have  had  an  Opportunity  to  form  their  Judgments 
fince.  That  there  may  be  others,  who,  indifferent  as 
to  the  Bill  itfelf,  yet  taking  Advantage  at  this  Oiflike, 
have,  through  Difcontent,  Difaffe&ion,  or  any  other 
unjuftifiable  Motive,  endeavoured  to  raife  a  Clamour, 
and  to  blow  up  the  Coals  of  DifTenfion,  and  thatthefe 
fhould  ferioufly  wifh  the  Repeal  of  the  Bill,  is  like- 
wife  natural,  becaufe,  undoubtedly,  nothing  can  jus- 
tify them  fo  much  as  this  Proceeding.  If  you  repeal 
the  Bill,  the  People  can  never  be  convinced,  by  Ex- 
perience, how  fhamefully  they  have  been  mifled.  That 
would  be  one  Motive,  though  a  diftant  one  ;  but  there 
is  another,  which  will  operate  more  immediately. 
The  Repeal  of  this  Bill,  Sir,  will  never  be  looked 
upon  as  the  free  and  voluntary  A&  of  the  Legiflature  j 
and  the  very  Precipitation,  which  is  ufed  in  paffing  it, 
will  be  the  ftrongeft  Proof  that  it  is  not.  We  were 
forced  to  it ;  we  did  not  dare  to  delay  it  for  an  Hour; 
the  Champions  of  Religion  were  fo  formidable,  the 
Confcioufnefs  of  our  own  Guilt  was  fo  great,  that 
we  huddled  the  Repeal  through,  before  the  Arrival  of 
that  great  and  dreadful  Day,  which  was  folemnly  ap- 
pointed to  deliberate  upon  it.  Thefe,  Sir,  are  the 
Lights  in  which  this  Proceeding  will  be  trumpeted 
forth  to  the  World,  and  I  fhould  not  be  fin-prized,  if, 
upon  the  Day,  when  this  Bill  fhall  pafs  through  its 
laft  Stage,  we  fhould  fee  Bonfires  and  Illuminations  in 
every  difafre&ed  Town  in  England,  to  celebrate  the 
Triumphs  obtained  by  the  Patrons  and  Protectors  of 
Chriftianity  over  the  Jewijb  Parliament. 

*  That  this  mufl  be  the  natural  Confequence  of 
fuch  a  Meafure,  fo  precipitated,  appears  to  me  fo  ob- 
vious, that  when  I  heard  the  Proportion  of  Repeal 
made  from  the  Quarter  from  which  it  came,  I  own 
I  was  aftonifhed  :  Nay,  Sir,  I  was  grieved  at  it.  I 
was  grieved,  not  only  as  a  Friend  to  the  Bill  which 
was  to  be  repealed,  but  as  a  Member  of  Parliament, 
as  a  Friend  to  the  Government,  as  one  who  fincerely, 
and  from  the  Bottom  of  his  Heart,  wifhes  to  fee  the 
King  fupported,  and  his  Government  carried  on  by 
Wife  and  fteady  Councils. 

Vol.  V.  I  ,       'But, 
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Anno  1753.  c  But,  Sir,  befides  the  Light  in  which  the  People 
of  this  Country  will  confider  this  Repeal,  we  ought 
to  .look  a  little  further.  Trifling,  as  fome  Gentlemen 
may  now  affect  to  reprefent  the  Object  of  the  Jew 
Bill ;  yet  the  opening  the  Way,  and  throwing  out  the 
Temptation  to  rich  Jews  to  come  and  fettle  in  your 
Country,  is  a  Meafure  that  has  drawn  upon  you  the 
Attention  of  every  Politician  in  Europe.  I  fpeak  this, 
Sir,  in  fome  Degree,  from  my  own  Knowledge.  The 
bad  State  of  my  Health  has  obliged  me  to  pais  feveral 
Months  of  this  laft  Summer  in  foreign  Countries  ; 
and  I  can  allure  thofe  Gentlemen,  that  the  Jew  Bill  has 
not  been  more  the  Subject  of  Converfation  in  England^ 
than  it  has  been  in  thofe  Countries  among  Foreigners, 
whenever  an  Englijhman  happened  to  be  introduced. 
Countries,  Sir,  hitherto,  of  Prejudice,  of  Ignorance,, 
of  Bigotry  and  Superftition  ;  but  yet,  where  the  Light 
begins  to  dawn,  and  where  Principles  of  Commerce 
begin  to  be  underflood  :  I  declare,  Sir,  that  in  thofe 
Countries,  I  did  not  meet  a  fingle  Man,  (of  thofe,  I 
mean,  who  were  converfant  in  Principles  of  Govern- 
ment or  Commerce)  who  upon  hearing  the  Bill  flated, 
and  explained  upon  its  true  Principles,  did  not  feel 
and  confefs  that  it  was  a  great  Object,  and  envy  the 
Happinefs  of' thofe  Countries  where  fuch  Principles 
were  allowed  to  prevail. 

f  Having  thus  brought  upon  yourfelves,  Sir,  all 
this  Attention ;  having  propagated,  throughout  the 
commercial  World,  an  Opinion  of  your  Wifdom, 
and  of  the  Encouragement  you  were  ready  to  give  to 
commercial  People;  will  you,  Sir,  give  this  fudden 
Turn  to  their  Opinions  ?  Will  you  declare,  that  the 
Legiflature  is  fo  weak,  that  Government  is  fo  weak, 
nay,  to  defcend  ftill  lower,  that  Adminiftration  is  fo 
weak,  that  they  muft  recede  precipitately  from  their  moll 
folemn  and  deliberate  Refolutions,  and  cannot  ftand 
the  leaft  popular  Clamour?  If  you,  do,  Sir,  may  not 
this  Weaknefs  be  remembered  on  fome  future  Occa- 
fion  ?  And,  may  not  that  Confidence,  which  they 
ought,  and  which  they  are,  at  prefent,  difpofed  to 
place  in  your  Refolutions,  be  diminifhed  ? 

c  But,  Sir,  if  I  do  not  tire  the  Patience  of  the 
Houfe,  I  would  beg  Leave  to  confider  fome  of  the 
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principal  Reafons,  upon  which  thofe,  who  were  Pro-  Anno  1753, 
moters  of  the  Jew  Bill  laft  Seflion,  are  now  become 
Promoters  of  the  Repeal  of  it.  I  have  heard  it  faid, 
Sir,  by  fome  of  thefe,  that  the  Object  of  the  Jew 
Bill  is  in  itfelf  trifling  ;  rightly  founded  indeed  in 
Principle,  but  yet  of  little  Confequence ;  and  it  is 
not  worth  while  to  make  People  uneafy  for  Trifles. 
If  this  be  true,  Sir,  why  was  the  Bill  pafled  ?  Was 
there  no  Oppofition  made  to  it  at  that  Time  ?  Were 
there  no  Petitions  againft  it  ?  On  the  contrary,  were 
not  all  the  Arguments,  even  thofe  about  Religion, 
then  urged,  which  have  been  urged  fince  ?  Not  fo 
frequently,  indeed,  becaufe  there  was  not  Opportu- 
nity ;  but  has  any  thing  new  been  faid  which  was  not 
faid  then  ?  And  were  there  not  ferious  and  grave  Peo- 
ple, who  declared  publickly  their  Diflike  to  it  upon  a 
religious  Account  ?  What  was  the  Language  then 
ufed,  Sir,  in  anfwer  to  this  ?  Very  different,  furely, 
from  that  which  is  now  urged.  I  could  name  Names, 
Sir,  and  my  Memory  would  ferve  me  to  repeat  Ex- 
prefiions,  but  that  would  be  unparliamentary.  But 
I  may  fay,  in  general,  that  the  Language  then  held, 
was  fuch  as,  in  my  poor  Opinion,  did  Honour  to  him 
that  ufed  it,  and  to  the  Houfe  that  adopted  it :  The 
Object  was  not  then  counted  as  trifling,  and  of  no 
Confequence  ;  that  would  have  been  inconfiftent  with 
the  Bufinefs  of  that  Day. 

&  But,  then,  Sir,  it  is  faid,  that  the  Clamours 
which  have  been  raifed  fince,  are  fo  great,  that  the  A£k 
is  rendered  ufelefs,  becaufe  no  Jew  will  ever  think  of 
coming  here  to  apply  for  Naturalization  ;  and  how- 
ever good  the  Inftitution  was,  fince  it  is  become  ufe- 
lefs, we  may  as  well  quiet  the  Ferment,  by  repealing 
it.  This,  Sir,  is  an  Argument  which,  in  my  Opi- 
nion, does  no  Honour  to  Government.  If  the  Le- 
giflature  thinks  it  right  to  invite  rich  Jews  to  fettle 
here,  I  hope  Government  has  Power  to  protect  them 
as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  Subjects  of  this  Realm  ;  at 
leaft,  I  do  not  think  it  very  politic  to  declare,  tha^ 
Government  is  unable  to  do  it.  But,  Sir,  I  do  very 
readily  agree,  that  if  the  fame  Clamour  againft  Jews 
was  to  prevail  for  the  future,  which  has  prevailed  for 
five  Months   paft,  not  only  no  foreign  Jews  would 
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Anno  1753.  think  of  coming  over,  but  I  am  fincerely  perfuaded* 
that  many  of  thofe  rich  Jews,  who  are  now  eftablifh- 
ed  here,  would  retire  with  all  their  Effects  from  this 
State  of  Perfecution,  into  fome  more  reafonable,  more 
civilized  Country,  where  they  would  only  have  the 

Inquifition  to  fear. But,  Sir,  is  yielding,  is  giving 

way  to  Clamour,  the  Way  to  conquer  it  ?  Are  we  fo 
new  to  Popular  or  Election-Clamours,  as  to  have  loft 
our  Idea  of  the  very  Nature  of  them  ?  Are  they  likely 
to  continue  for  Ages,  or  even  for  Years  ?  And  is  it  not 
notorious,  that  we  fooner  receive,  and  fooner  get  rid 
of  Prejudices  than  any  People  under  the  Sun  ?  I  have 
heard,  Sir,  fome  of  thofe  who  are  frightened  at  the 
Clamour,  compare  it  to  that  which  was  raifed  for- 
merly about  the  Danger  of  the  Church.  In  one 
Refpect,  Sir,  I  think  it  to  be  very  like,  in  the  Non- 
fenfe  and  Abfurdity  of  it,  but  it  is  by  no  Means  like 
it  in  its  Extent,  nor  would  it  refemble  it  in  its  Conti- 
nuance. How  came  that  Clamour,  Sir,  to  be  continued 
fo  long  ?  Becaufe  the  whole  Kingdom  was  then  divided 
into  two  powerful  Factions ;  and  becaufe  the  Leaders 
of  each  Side  found  a  private  as  well  as  a  party  Account 
in  the  Continuance  of  Clamour.  They  were  kept  up 
by  Art,  Sir,  not  only  by  the  Side  clamouring,  but  by 
the  Side  clamoured  againft.  Little  Infults,  wanton 
Perfecutions,  Meafures  of  Violence  on  one  Side  and 
the  other,  were  fuggefted  by  cool  and  defigning  Men, 
and  heated  Imaginations  eafily  purfued  rhem.  The 
prefent  Situation  of  this  Country,  I  thank  God,  Sir,  af- 
fords no  parallel  Conjuncture.  Had  this  Bill  of  Re- 
peal been  propofed  only  by  the  feeble  Party  which  has 
promoted  the  Clamour,  had  the  Meafures  of  the  Le- 
giflature  been  fupported,  not  with  Violence  and  Arro- 

fance,  but  with  Calmnefs  and  Dignity,  and  with  that 
pirit  which  is  infeparable  from  Dignity;  had  Govern- 
ment, I  mean  the  executive  Power,  thrown  in  its 
Weight  as  it  ought  ever  to  do  in  Support  of  the  Legifla- 
ture,  I  will  venture  to  foretell,  without  claiming  any 
fupernatural  Power,  that  before  the  End  of  the  iirft 
Seflion  of  the  new  Parliament,  the  Name  oVJew  would 
have  been  as  much  forgot  in  this  Country,  as  that 
other  famous  Diilinction  which,  upon  a  former  parallel 
Oecafion,   branded   the  Name  of  many  an  honeft 

Englijbmmi 
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Englijhman  with  yellow  Letters.     That  Clamour  like   Anno  1755. 
this,  Sir,  had  its  Reign  ;   it  was  raifed  to  ferve  a  Pur-  ' 
pofe ;   it  did  the  Bufinefs  of  its  Day,   and  it  is  for- 
gotten. 

«  But  it  is  faid,  Sir,  this  Repeal  is  not  meant  as 
given  to  the  Clamours  of  the  Multitude,  it  is  given 
out  of  Regard  to  thofe  ferious,  well-meaning  Perfons 
who  really  think  this  Indulgence  to  the  yews  prejudi- 
cial to  Religion,  who  are  alarmed  at  it,  ana1  who, 
though  miftaken,  deferve  to  have  Relief  given  to  the 
Tendernefs  of  their  Conferences.  Relief  to  tender 
Confciences  !  Alas,  alas !  Sir,  furely  this  is  too  ftale 
a  Pretext.  It  is  a  Cloak  fo  threadbare,  it  has  been  fo 
hackneyed,  fo  worn  formerly,  by  Leaders  of  every 
Party,  to  cover  their  own  Ambition,  their  own  Dar- 
ingnefs,  that  there  is  not  now  a  (ingle  Tatter  left  to 
cover  our  Terrors  and  Timidity.— — But,  Sir,  to 
anfwer  this  Argument  with  more  Serioufnefs  than  I 
believe  it  has  ever  been  urged,  if  thefe  tender-con- 
fcienced  Perfons  are  Men  who  have  Serioufnefs  and 
real  Doubts,  if  they  are,  as  they  pretend  to  be,  true 
and  zealous  Sons  of  the  Church,  would  it  not  have 
been  fufficient  to  have  quieted  fuch  Doubts,  that  the 
Meafure  had  undergone  a  Reconfideration  in  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament ;  that  the  Heads  of  the  Church, 
fix-and -twenty  Archbifhops  and  Bifhops,  had,  upon 
the  mod  ferious  Deliberation,  pronounced  it  as  their 
unanimous  Opinion,  that  there  was  noticing  in  this 
Law  which  was  repugnant  to  the  Law  of  God,  no- 
thing which  was  inconfiftent  with,  nothing  which  was 
inconvenient  to  the  Principles,  the  Doctrines,  or  the 
Practices  of  Chriftianity  ?  Surely,  Sir,  fuch  an  Opi- 
nion, pronounced  by  fuch  Men,  might  have  calmed 
the  Doubts  of  any  private  Man,  who  does  not  con- 
ceive that  the  Rock  of  Infallibility  is  placed  withir* 
his  own  Bofom.  I  fay,  Sir,  pronounced  by  fuch 
Men.  There  was  a  Time  indeed,  Sir,  when  I  per- 
haps might  have  been  prejudiced  in  Favour  of  thofe 
who  were  at  the  Head  of  the  Church.  Unhappily 
for  me  that  Time  is  long  fince  paft,  and  I  can  now 
fay,  with  as  much  Impartiality  as  any  one  here,  (be- 
caufe  no  one  has  lefs  private  Connection  with  them) 
$at  a  Set  of  Men  of  more  exemplary  JLives  and  Cha- 
I  3  ractersj 
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Anno  1753.  rafters,  never  adorned  the  Stations  they  are  in.  Look 
upon  the  Bench,  Sir,  let  us  afk  our  own  Hearts,  whe- 
ther there  is  one  fingle  Man  who,  to  judge  from  the 
Courfe  of  Life  he  has  led,  can  be  fuppofed  capable  of 
proftituting  his  Function,  and  of  felling  that  Religion 
which  he  is  bound  in  fo  peculiar  a  Manner  to  defend, 
for  the  Sake  of  obtaining  a  minifterial  Smile,  or  an 
eafier  and  quicker  Promotion  ?  I  will  anfwer  the 
Queftion,  Sir,  I  am  fure  there  is  not  one.  I  do  not 
argue  from  hence,  Sir,  that  therefore  every  one  is 
upon  every  Occafion  to  be  bound  by  their  Opinions. 
No,  Sir,  Son  of  a  Churchman,  as  I  am,  I  was  never 
educated  in  fuch  Principles  ;  I  was  never  taught  to  pin 
my  Faith,  in  Matters  of  Faith,  on  any  Man's  Sleeve, 
but  in  Matters  which  are  not  of  Faith,  which  are 
mere  Matters  of  Convenience,  of  Utility,  of  good 
Policy  ;  furely,  Sir,  a  good  Son  of  the  Church  might 
acquiefce  under  men  Opinions  as  thefe,  even  though 
he  did  not  concur  in  them. But,  Sir,  if  he  can- 
not acquiefce,  if  his  Scruples  are  of  fuch  a  Nature 
that  they  cannot  be  fo  fatisfied,  it  is  abfolutely  im- 
poffible  the  Repeal  of  this  Bill  ihould  fatisfy  him. 
If,  inftead  of  confidering  this  as  a  mere  Matter  of 
Policy,  he  thinks  that  God  Almighty  has  exprefsly 
commanded,  that  no  Jew  fhail  have  a  legal  Settlement 
in  any  Country  whatfoever,  and  this  is  what  the  fcru- 
pulous,  upon  this  Occafion,  think,  or  pretend  to 
think,  the  repealing  this  Bill  is  nothing.  You  muft 
go  infinitely  further  :  You  muft  repeal  that  Law  paffed 
fo  many  Years  fince,  and  by  which  your  Plantations 
have  received  fuch  Advantages,  which  enables  Jews  to 
fettle  in  America :  You  muft  go  ftill  further,  you  muft 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  declare,  that  no  Jew  born  in  Eng- 
land may  purchafe  Lands,  as  undoubtedly  he  can  at 
prefent :  Nay,  you  muft  go  further  ftill,  and  muft  de- 
clare all  Purchafes  already  made  by  Jews  to  be  void, 
and  of  no  Effect.  I  fay,  Sir,  all  this  muft  be  done, 
if  there  is  any  Confiftency  in  thefe  fcrupulous  Per- 
fons. 

'  The  fcrupulous  Man  makes  no  Difference  between 
an  Englijh  born  Jew,  and  a  German  Jew  ;  between  a 
Jew  going  to  America  firft,  and  then  to  England  to  be 
naturalized^  or  coming  immediately  to  England-,  be- 
tween 
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tween  a  Purchafe  already  made  by  a  Jew,  or  to  be    Anno  1755, 

made  by  one.     It  is  the  Jew  he  objects  to,  and  his 

Principle  is  this :  They  are  a  People  curfed  by  God ; 

they  are  to  have  no  Eftablifhment  in  any  Country  ; 

and  the  differing  them  to  eftablifh  themfelves  here  or 

in  America,  or  to  remain  eftablifhed  here  or  there  till 

they  have  renounced  Judaifm,   and   confeffed  Chrift, 

is  equally   contrary  to   the  Dictates   of   Christianity. 

Sir,  I  do  not  fpeak  this  from  my  own  Imagination,  or 

from  my  own  Ideas  of  their  Scruples  ;  I  fpeak  what 

I  have  teen   in  print,  and  printed  by  an   Authority, 

which  the  Clamourers  on  this  Occafion  cannot  call  in 

Queftion,    I  mean,    the  London  Evening-Pojl.      The 

Paper  I  mean,  Sir,  is  that  of  November  20,   where, 

in  a  Letter  to  the  Author,  you  will  find  thefe  Extracts, 

which  I  now  beg  Leave  to  read  to  you. 

*f  I  believe  I  was  the  firft  who  writ  to  you  on  the 
cc  Subject,  of  the  Jew  Bill.  I  did  it  on  a  Principle  of 
cc  Confcience,  becaufe  I  thought  it  directly  contrary 
"  to  the  Decrees  of  God  recorded  both  in  the  Old  and 
"  New  Teftament,  and  the  Intereft  of  the  Chriftian 
■"  Religion,  that  the  Jews  Jhould  have  a  legal  Settlement 
c.c  in  any  Country  zvhatfoever,  and  wifhed  it  might  not 
"  be  attempted  in  this.  I  am  a  Clergyman  of  the 
cs  Church  of  England,  and  am  perfuaded,  in  my  Con- 
"  fcience,  that  it  is  not  confident  with  its  Principles 
cc  to  grant  them  a  Settlement  by  Law.  The  Queftion 
*6  was  fcarce  ftarted  before  it  was  turned  to  ferve  the 
"  Purpofes  of  a  General  Election,  and  thereby  made 
"  purely  political.— — It  is  poflible  it  may  be  confi- 
"  dered  in  both  Houfes  in  a  political  Light,  and 
<c  thofe  who  are  in  their  Confciences  perfuaded  there 
*c  was  no  Harm  in  the  former  Bill,  may  ftrive  who 
"  fhall  be  the  firft  to  move,  fecond,  or  third  the  Mo- 
*<  tion  for  a  Repeal  of  the  former  Act,  that  is,  to 
"  pleafe  the  Populace.  It  is  poflible  they  may  retain 
"  the  Claufe  to  difqualify  the  Jews  from  purchafing 
44  Advowfons  to  Livings,  with  a  View  to  pleafe  the 
"  Clergy,  and  to  obviate  one  Objection  to  the  BilL 
46  If  no  more  jhould  he  done,  the  main  Objection  to  the 
"  Bill  will  ftill  fubfift,  which  is,  that  it  gives  the 
44  Jews  a  Power  to  purchafe  Lands,  bV. — If  nothing 
44  more  than  this  is  done,  the  Queftion  whether  they 
I  4  «  had. 
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Anno  1753.  "  had,  before  the  late  A&,  a  Right  to  purchafe, 
lig...-y— *— '  "  ftands  as  it  did  before  :  Since,  therefore,  it  is  well 
"  known  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Law,  who  are  to  decide 
"  the  Queftion  if  brought  before  them,  are  of  Opinion 
"  they  had  fuch  a  Right  to  repeal  the  late  Bill,  without 
*J  making  an  exprefs  Law  againji  their  pretended  Right  to 

"  make  Purchafes,  will  be  deluding  the  People. 

cc  The  Opinion  of  Lawyers  is  of  no  Weight  in  the  prefent 
w  Cafe.     What  Right  they  had  before,  is  nothing  to  the 

"  Purpofe.-* The  Queftion  now  is,  not  whether  they 

"  had  a  Rights  but  whether,  if  they  had  this  Right, 
<c  they  ought  not  to  be  deprived  of  it,  becaufe  they  are 
"  difpofed  to  make  ufe  of  it." 

*  Thefe  few  Extracts,  Sir,  are  what  I  fhall  obferve 
upon.  They  manifestly  contain  the  Opinion  of  a 
fcrupulous  and  confcientious  Man;  and  the  whole 
Letter  is  wrote  with  lefs  Paflion  than  any  thing  I  have 
feen  on  that  Side  of  the  Queftion.  The  Writer  tells 
you,  that  he  is  a  Clergyman,  that  he  writes  for  Con- 
science Sake,  and  laments  the  political  Turn  which 
party  Purpofes  have  given  to  the  Queftion.  This, 
therefore,  is  plainly  one  of  thofe  ferious  and  fcrupu- 
lous Men  whom  the  Repeal  of  this  Bill  is  defigned  to 
fatisfy ;  one  of  thofe  who  are  convinced  in  their  Con- 
fciences,  that  they  are  bound,  by  our  holy  Religion, 
to  mark  out  fuch  and  fuch  as  the  Enemies  of  God 
Almighty  ;  and  with  great  Zeal  and  Chriftian  Meek- 
nefs  to  call  aloud  for  Perfecution.  But  thefe,  Sir,  as 
I  faid  before,  will  never  be  fatisfied  with  the  Repeal  of 
this  Bill.  The  Letter- writer  tells  you  they  cannot  be 
fo  fatisfied  ;  that  repealing  the  Bill  without  going  fur* 
ther,  is  deluding  the  People,  and  that  without  con- 
fidering  what  Rights  the  Jews  have  under  our  prefent 
Confutation  in  the  Opinions  of  all  the  Judges  (the 
only  Lawyers  that  determine  upon  Rights)  the  Parlia- 
ment ought  to  proceed  to  ftrip  them  of  their  Rights, 
till  they  fhall  be  reduced  to  fuch  a  Condition  as  the 
Letter-writer,  in  his  great  Charity,  fhall  think  fuit- 
able  to  the  Enemies  of  God  Almighty.  If  then,  Sir, 
this  is  the  leaft  that  is  expected  from  us ;  if  the  Scru- 
ples taken  up  upon  this  Occafion  are  of  fuch  a  Nature 
as  manifeftly  cannot  be  fatisfied  without  going  fuch 
Lengths,  as  are  totally  inconfiftent  with  the  Safety* 
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the  Honour,  the  Juftice  of  Government,  why  do  we    Anno  1755. 
give  way  to  them  in  the  firft  Inftance  ?  Why  do  we 
indeed  delude  the  People,  and  make  them  fufpect  that 
thefe  Scruples  are  well  founded,  by  fo  extraordinary 
an  Attempt  to  fatisfy  them  ?  Why  do  we  not  make 
our  Stand  here,  and  declare,  with  that  Dignity  and 
Authority  which  becomes  a  legiflative  Body,  that  thefe 
are  not  the  Scruples  of  true  Religion,  that  they  are 
the  Scruples  of  Weaknefs,  of  Ignorance,  of  Bigotry, 
and  of  Superftition  ;  and  that  they  lead  the  Way  to 
Doctrines  contrary  to   all  Chriftian  Charity  ?    This, 
Sir,  would,   in  my   Opinion,   have  been  the  proper 
Method  of  treating  Scruples,  which  we  cannot,  nay, 
which  we  do  not,  mean  to  fatisfy,  but  which  it  is 
more  than  poffible  we  may  encourage  by  giving  way 
to  :  Scruples  not  new,  not  invented  on  this  Occafion, 
and   againft  Jews  only;    but   the  Relicks   of  Anti- 
Toleration  Principles,  long  fince  worn  out  and  for- 
gotten, and  which  have  lurked  in  the  Minds  of  a  few, 
and,  in  my  Confcience,  I  believe  a  very  few  Individu- 
als.    But,  Sir,  if  defigning  Perfons  have  taken  Ad- 
vantage of  thefe  miferable  dying   Embers,   and  have 
blown  them  up  into  a  Flame  :  If  for  private  Intereft, 
and  for  bad  Views,    any  People  have  been  wicked 
enough  to  ingraft  Clamour  upon  Scruple,  do  not,  on 
the  other  Hand,  let  it  be  faid,    that  we  have  deviated 
from  the  Rules  of  found  Policy,  that  we  have  facri- 
ficed  a  Meafure  in  itfelf  juft  and  well  founded,  that 
we  have  fuffered  this  Stroke  to  be  given  to  the  Princi- 
ples of  Toleration,  thofe  great  Principles  upon  which 
the  Welfare  of  our  Country  depends,    for  the  Sake  of 
allaying  a  little  popular  Clamour  which  we  had  not 
Strength  of  Mind  and  Steadinefs  enough  to  face/  * 

In 

*  "  Sir  George  Lyttetten  (now  Lord  Lyttehon)  anfwered  Mr.  Potter 
(t  with  great  Temper,  in  amoft  excellent  Speech,  in  which  he  fhewed 
"  the  Folly  of  fupporting  an  Aft,  fo  indifferent  in  itfelf,  againft  the 
iC  Senfe  of  a  whole  People,  and  that  too  at  the  Eve  of  a  General 
"  Election.  He  mentioned,  very  properly,  that  a  learned  Divine 
ec  (Dr.  Delauny)  had  wrote  a  Book  againft  eating  Blood,  which,  in  his 
<(  own  Mind,  he  thought  to  be  a  Matter  of  great  Indifference $  but  if 
€t  it  fhould  fo  happen,  that  Addrefies  againft  eating  Blood  mould 
"  come  up  from  the  whole  Nation,  he  could  not  then  think,  it  a 
i(  Matter  of  Indifference,  becaufe  it  ceafed  to  be  Co  by  the  Co nfe- 
«  (juences  that  attended  it.     That,  with  Regard  to  the  Aft  itfelf,  he 

««  had 
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Anno  1753.  ^n  ^e  Committee,  the  Preamble  to  the  Bill  met 
with  foine  Oppofition.  It  was  as  follows  :  "  Where- 
"  as  an  AcT:  of  Parliament  was  made,  and  patted,  in 
cc  the  25th  Year  of  his  Majefty's  Reign,  intitled,  An 
*c  Aft  to  permit^  &c.  And  whereas  Occafion  has  been 
cc  taken  from  the  faid  A61,  to  raife  Difcontents  and 
"  Difquiets  in  the  Minds  of  man)/  of  his  Majefty's 
"  Subjects  ;  be  it  enacled." 

Some  Gentlemen,  who  had  all  along  oppofed  the 
Bill,  thought  that  thofe  Words  in  the  Preamble  con- 
tained an  indecent  Reflection  upon  the  almoft  univer- 
fal  Senfe  of  the  People  of  England.  Sir  Roger  New- 
dlgate,  therefore,  moved  to  leave  out  the  Words, 
**  Occafion  has  been  taken  to  raife  Difcontents  and 
cc  Difquietudes,"  and  to  infert  in  their  Stead,  "  Great 
<*  Difcontents  and  Difquietudes  had,  from  the  faid  Act, 
«c  arifen  in."  The  Friends  of  the  Bill,  however,  ftuck 
to  the  Preamble,  that  they  might  Cet  a  Note  of  Re- 
probation upon  the  factious  Spirit  of  the  Time,  even 
while  they  were  indulging  it.  Amongft  others  who 
fpc4ce  upon  this  Occafion,  was  Mr.  Sydenham,  who, 
though  a  violent  Churchman,  had  at  nrft  voted  for 
the  Bill  that  was  now  to  be  repealed  ;  becaufe  he 
thought  that  it  tended  to  bring  the  "Jews  within  the 
Pale  of  Chriftianity.  He  now  declared,  however, 
that  upon  confulting  fome  eminent  Divines,  he  had 
altered  his  Opinion.  After  a  long  Debate,  in  which 
feveral  Gentlemen,  who  were  apprehenfive  of  not  be- 
ing re-elected,  fpoke  againft  the  Bill,  and  for  the 
Repeal,  the  Amendment  was  rejected,  and  the  Repeal 
being  carried  through,  received  the  Royal  AlTent  the 
fame  Seflion. 

But  the  Enemies  of  the  Jew  Bill  carried  their  Re- 
sentment againft  it  farther  than  a  bare  Repeal.  By  an 
Aft  then  in  Force,  intitled,  "  An  AcT:  for  naturalizing 
<e  fuch  foreign  Protectants  and  others  therein  mentioned, 
*£  as  are  fettled,  or  (hall  fettle  in  any  of  his  Majefty's 
t£  Colonies  in  America"  all  Jews  complying  with  the 
Terms  of  that  Ac"r,  were  intitled,  to  all  Intents  and 

iC  bad  the  fame  Opinion  of  it,  as  he  had  when  he  voted  for  it ;  but 
"  he  thought  that  the  univerfal  Oppofition  it  met  with,  had  changed 
tl  its  Complexion,  and  that  therefore  he  would  be  heartily  for  the 
ic  Repeal.1'-     tfindag\ 

Purpofe§? 
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Purpofes,  to  be  naturalized  in'  England,  and  confe-  Anno  1753,, 
quently  the  Repeal  of  the  Act  might  be  of  very 
little  Signification.  Therefore  George  Cooke,  Efq; 
(Member  for  Middlesex)  moved  for  an  Addrefs  to  his 
Majefty,  that  he  would  give  Directions  for  laying 
before  that  Houfe  a  Copy  of  the  Lifts  tranfmitted  by 
the  Secretaries  of  his  Majefty's  refpective  Colonies  in 
America,  to  the  Office  of  the  Commiffioners  of  Trade 
and  Plantations,  containing  an  Account  of  the  Names 
of  all  fuch  Perfons  profeffing  the  Jewijh  Religion, 
who  had,  fince  June  1,  1740,  intitled  themfelves  to 
the  Benefit  of  the  faid  Act.  This  Motion  being 
agreed  to,  the  Papers  were  laid  before  the  Houfe  ;  but 
it  appeared,  that  very  few  Jews  had  taken  the  Benefit 
of  the  Act.  Lord  Harley,  however,  eldeft  Son  to  the 
Earl  of  Oxford,  upon  Confideration  that  a  great  Num- 
ber of  Jews  might  become  naturalized  Subjects  by 
that  Act,  and  that  thofe  who  did,  were  free  from  the 
Reftrictions  of  other  Acts  of  Naturalization,  moved 
for  Leave' to  bring  in  a  Bill,  to  repeal  fo  much  of  the 
faid  Act,  as  related  to  Perfons  profeffing  the  Jezuijh 
Religion,  who  mould  come  to  fettle  in  any  of  the  faid 
Colonies  after  a  Time  to  be  limited.  This  Motion 
occafioned  a  great  deal  of  Debate,  and  was  oppofed 
by  all  who  had  been  Friends  to  the  Bill  that  had  been 
repealed  ;  but  at  laft  it  was  rejected  by  a  Majority  of 
208  againft  88. 

The  Supplies  amounted  to  2,797,916/.  which  were 
raifed  by  the  Land-Tax  at  2  s.  in  the  Pound,  the  Malt- 
Tax,  and  other  ufual  Duties.  The  fame  Number  of 
Seamen  and  Land  Forces  as  were  voted  laft  Year, 
were  continued  this  Year. 

Every  Queftion  relative  to  the  Supplies  was  deter- 
mined without  a  Debate,  except  the  Refolution  for 
continuing  the  fame  Number  of  Land  Forces. 

Mr.  Bedford  moved  for  an  Amendment,  by  fubfti- 
tuting,  in  the  room  of  18,875  effective  Men,  the 
Number  15,000.  To  fupport  his  Motion,  he  {aid* 
That  a  {landing  Army  of  Mercenaries  had  at  laft  fub~ 
verted  the  Liberty  of  every  Country  in  which  they  had 
been  kept  up,  as  they  did  the  Liberty  of  England,  in 
the  Time  of  Charles  1.  and  would  again  in  the  Time 
j>f  James  II.  if  King  William  had  not  landed  with  a 

foreign 
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Ann®  1753.  foreign  Force.  He  therefore  propofed,  that  a  well- 
regulated  and  difciplined  Militia  might  be  fubftituted 
in  its  Stead.  Mr.  Bedford  was  feconded  by  Lord  Eg- 
mont,  who  obferved3  that  as  the  Revolution  and  the 
prefent  happy  jEftablifhment  are  founded  upon  Princi- 
ples of  Refiftance,  it  was  ridiculous  to  keep  up  fuch 
Force,  as  mud:  make  that  Refinance  impomble.  That 
our  King  was  fo  beloved  as  to  need  no  fuch  Army  for 
his  perfonal  Defence  :  That  our  Allies,  whom  we  had 
Stipulated  to  furnifh  with  Troops,  would  gladly  re- 
ceive an  Equivalent  in  Money  or  Ships ;  and  that  in 
Cafe  of  a  foreign  War,  we  might  have  Troops  to 
ferve  on  the  Continent,  for  lefs  than  we  can  maintain 
and  tranfport  a  franding  Army  of  our  own.  Befides9 
that  the  Army  propofed  confifted  of  fo  few  Men,  in 
proportion  to  the  Number  of  Regiments,  that  it  was 
capable  of  prodigious  Augmentations,  without  any 
new  A£t.  of  the  Legislature,  and  might  be  foon  made 
<equal  to  that  which  the  King  of  Prujfia  has  now  in 
a&ual  Pay. 

Mr.  Fox,  on  the  other  Side,  reminded  the  Houfe  of 
pur  Danger  in  1745,  and  obferved,  that  if  there  had 
then  been  3000  Men  more  in  Scotland,  the  Number 
now  difputed,  there  would  have  been  no  Rebellion : 
That  if  the  Troops  which  we  were  obliged  to  recall 
home  had  remained  in  Flanders,  France  might  have 
received  a  Stroke  from  which  fhe  would  never  have 
recovered  ;  and  if  they  had  been  delayed  by  contrary 
Winds,  no  Man  in  this  Kingdom  would,  at  this 
Time,  have  dared  to  difpute  what  Number  of  Troops 
the  new  Government  fhould  keep  up,  or  how  they 
Ihould  be  paid. 

Mr.  Pelham  concluded  the  Debate  by  faying,  that 
the  Noble  Lord  who  mentioned  Principles  of  Refin- 
ance as  the  Foundation  of  the  Revolution  and  prefent 
Eftablifhment,  fhould  have  diftinguifhed  between  a 
conftitutional  and  a  factious  Refiftance.  That  to  refift 
the  Execution  of  a  Meafure  which  has  been  taken  by 
the  King,  with  the  Approbation  of  a  Majority  in 
both  Houfes,  is  certainly  a  factious  Refiftance  ;  but  to 
refift  an  Attempt  to  govern  without  a  Parliament,  or 
to  procure  fuch  a  Parliament  as  will  implicitly  autho- 
rize whatever  is  propofeda  is  a  constitutional  Refift- 
ance * 
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ance;  a  Refinance  which  the  Army  now  propofed  Anno  1754, 
will  enable  the  People  of  England  to  make.  The 
Army  which  fubverted  our  Liberties  in  the  Time  of 
Charles  I.  was  raifed  with  a  Defign  to  fubvert  them, 
and  only  turned  the  Parliament  which  had  raifed  them 
out  of  Doors,  becaufe  they  were  about  to  effecT:  the 
fame  Purpofe  by  a  different  Method.  The  Army  in 
James's  Time  did  as  this  would  do ;  it  refufed  to  a£t 
againft  the  People  in  Support  of  Tyranny,  and  joined 
them  againft  the  Iting.  As  to  the  Expence,  fuch 
Meafures  have  been  taken,  that  the  Number  now  pro- 
pofed will  not  coft  fo  much  as  has  been  formerly  paid 
for  15  or  16,000.  And  whoever  confiders  the  Num- 
ber of  Troops  that  are  required  to  be  kept  about  Lon- 
don,  and  on  the  Sea-Coaft,  as  a  Check  upon  the 
Smugglers,  cannot  think  the  Number  propofed  too 
great. — The  Refolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

On  the  7th  of  February 1,  1754,  Sir  John  Barnard 
moved  for  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  fo  much 
of  an  A£t,  intitled,  "  An  A&  for  the  more  effectual 
f*  preventing  Bribery  and  Corruption  in  the  Election 
<c  of  Members  of  Parliament,"  as  required  the  Elec- 
tors of  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament  to  take  the 
Oaths  therein  mentioned,  if  demanded,  before  they 
were  admitted  to  poll.  The  Reafon  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman gave  for  his  Motion,  was,  that  Experience 
proved,  that  thofe  Oaths  were  of  no  Manner  of  Sig- 
nifieancy  for  the  Purpofes  they  were  intended  to  farve^ 
and  that  they  only  opened  a  Door  for  Perjury.  Though 
the  Truth  of  the  Obfervation  was  admitted,  yet  the 
Houfe  did  not  think  proper  to  agree  to  the  Motion, 
and  after  forne  Debate,  it  was  dropt. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  Mr.  Fox±  Secretary  at 
War,  and  Mr.  Hume,  were  ordered  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  punifhing  Mutiny  and  Defertion  of  Officers  and 
Soldiers  in  the  Service  of  the  Company  of  Merchants 
of  England  trading  to  the  Eaft-lndies,  or  at  the  Ifland 
of  St.  Helena.  This  Bill,  which  was  confefiedly  of  a 
very  unufual  Nature,  could  only  be  juftifled  by  the 
Neceffity  of  it,  and  it  met  with  a  very  Urong  Oppofi-^ 
tion.  All  the  Members,  who  were  in  and  about  Town, 
were  ordered  to  attend  the  fecond  Reading  of  it ;  and 
it  was  alfo  ordered3  that  all  Charters3  Comraiffions* 
Z  and 
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Anno  i75j.  and  Authorities,  by  which  any  Powers,  relative  to  a 
military  Jurifdiction,  or  to  the  Exercife  of  martial 
Law,  had  been  granted,  or  derived  from  the  Crown, 
to  the  faid  Company,  mould  be  by  them  laid  before 
the  Houfe.  Accordingly,  they  were  all  laid  before 
the  Houfe  on  the  18th,  and  after  a  Debate,  the  Bill 
was  committed  by  a  Majority  of  245  againft  50. 
Another  Debate  happened  upon  a  Motion  made  by 
Mr.  Nugent  (now  Lord  Clare)  to  render  the  Bill  tem- 
porary, but  that  likewife  pafled  in  the  Negative ;  and 
then  the  Bill  was  fent  to  the  Lords. 

Notwithstanding  the  particular  Care  taken  in  the 
Iaft  Sefiion  to  prevent  the  monopolizing  o^  Tickets  in 
the  State-Lottery,  all  thofe  Precautions  had  been  e- 
Iuded  in  a  fcandalous  Manner  by  certain  Individuals, 
entrufted  with  the  Charge  of  delivering  the  Tickets  to 
the  Contributors  according-  to  the  Intent  of  the  Act, 
which  exprefsly  declared,  that  no  Perfon  fhould  be 
allowed  to  contribute  towards  the  Lottery  for  more 
than  twenty  Tickets  :  And  another  Provifion  was 
made,  that  the  Subfcription  mould  continue  open  from 
the  14th  of  "June  to  the  26th  of  OSfober^  laft  Year,  for 
the  Conveniency  of  Perfons  of  all  Ranks.  Notwith- 
ftanding  all  thefe  Precautions,  the  Subfcription  was 
declared  to  be  full  in  a  few  Hours  after  it  was  opened, 
and  the  Rife  of  the  Tickets,  above  the  true  Value, 
was  as  high  as  ever.  The  Notoriety  of  all  this  was 
fuch,  that  Mr.  Cooke  complained  of  it  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  and  moved  that  the  Book,  intitled, 
"  An  Account  of  the  Contributors  to  the  Lottery, 
"  directed  by  an  Act  of  the  laft  Sefiion  of  Parliament, 
cc  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  a  Committee.5* 
Though  this  Motion  met  with  fome  Oppofition  from 
Sir  William  Tonge  and  others,  yet  it  was  carried  in  the 
Affirmative  without  a  Divifion,  and  a  Committee  was. 
appointed  to  examine  the  Book,  and  with  Power  to 
fend  for  Perfons,  Papers,  and  Records.     During  this 

Examination,  it  appeared  that  Mr.  L =  ,  one  of  the 

Receivers  of  the  Contributions  to  the  faid  Lottery,  had 
not,  as  fuch,  conformed  himfelf  ftrictly  to  the  Terms 
required  by  the  Act:  of  Parliament,  and  amongft  other 
Contraventions  of  it,  that  he  had  fold  to  one  Perfon, 
under  Names  which  he  knew  to  be  fictitious,  be- 
tween 


i   1*7    1 

tween  two  and  three  hundred  Tickets.     Upon  this,    An*o  1753. 
the  Committee  came  to  no  fewer  than  eighteen  Refo-  " 

lutions  againft  Mr.  L ,  and  voted  him  guilty  of  a 

direct.  Violation  of  the  Lottery-Acl:,  and  a  Breach  of 
Truft;  and  that  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to 
his  Majefty,  that  he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  di~ 
reel:  his  Attorney-General  to  profecute  in  the  moll 
effe&ual  Manner  the  faid  Mr.  L for  his  faid  Of- 
fences. In  Confequence  of  thofe  Refolutions,  they 
ordered  firft,  That  the  faid  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 
Majefty  by  fuch  Members  of  this  Houfe,,  as  are  of 
his  Majefty's  moft  honourable  Privy-Council.  Se- 
condly, That  the  faid  Refolutions  be  humbly  laid 
before  his  Majefty  at  the  fame  Time  with  the  Addrefs. 

The  Event  of  all  was,  that  Mr.  L~ being  profe- 

cuted  by  the  Attorney-General  in  the  Court  of  King's- 
Bench,  was  fined  1000/.  which  he  immediately  paid. 

On  Saturday  the  6th  of  April,  1754,  his  Majefty 
went  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  put  an  End  to  the 
Seflion  with  the  following  Speech. 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

c<  *\TOTHlNG  could  have  given  me  greater  Sa- 

"  X^f    tisfaction  at  this  Time,   than  the  Unanimity, 

<c  and  Difpatch,  with  which  you  have  gone  through 

"  the  Bufinefs  of  this  Seffion.     Though  no  particu- 

"  lar  Point  of  extraordinary  Moment  hath  offered  it- 

u  felf  to  your  Confederation,  yet  you  have  fhewn  the 

"  moft  attentive  Regard  to  every  Branch  of  the  pub- 

"  lie  Service.     As  to  foreign  Affairs,  I  fhall  fay  no- 

"  thing  at  prefent,  except,  that  it  is  my  fixed  Refo- 

"  lution  to  do  every  thing,  in  my  Power,  to  maintain 

*c  the  general  Tranquillity,    and  to  adhere   to  fuch 

M  Meafures,  for  that  Purpofe,  as  I  have  hitherto  pur- 

"  fued,  in  Ccnj  unction  with  the  Powrers  in  Alliance 

*c  with  me." 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

"  I  return  you  my  hearty  Thanks  for  the  Supplies 
cc  which  you  have  fo  chearfully  granted,  and  which 
"  are  the  more  acceptable  to  me,  as  they  have  brought 
"  no  new  Burden  upon  my  good  Subjects."  " 

«  My 
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€*  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
.nno  1754.  «  'p^g  Time  draws  near,  when  the  prefect  Parlia*. 
ment  muft  determine  by  Law;  and  it  i§  my  Inten- 
tion, very  fpeedily,  to  call  a  new  one  ;  But  it 
<c  would  be  unjuft  to  this,  not  to  give  it  a  public 
"  TefHmony  or  my  Approbation.  The  many  emi- 
tc  nent  Proofs,  which  you  have  given,  of  your  Duty 
4C  and  Affection  to  my  Perfon  and  Government  ;  of 
*c  your  Zeal  for  this  excellent  Constitution  ;  and  &jr 
*6  the  Security  of  the  prefent  Eftablimment ;  can 
<c  never  be  forgotten  by  me.  By  your  vigorous  Af- 
4C  fiftance,  under  the  Protection  of  the  Divine  Provi- 
**  dence,  I  was  enabled  to  put  an  End  to  an  expenfive 
<c  though  neceffary  War,  by  an  honourable  Peace, 
*c  which  you  have  greatly  contributed  to  preferve,  by 
cc  readily  and  uniformly  fupporting  my  Meafures. 
<c  You  have  gone  farther  j  and,  whilft  the  Difficulties 
**  arifing  from  the  War  were  fcarce  over,  feized  the 
**  firfl  Opportunity  to  perfect  one  of  the  greateft 
<c  Works  of  Peace,  by  concurring  in  the  moft  proper 
"  Means  for  a  gradual  Decreafe  of  the  National  Debt; 
"  and,  at  the  fame  Time,  raifing  the  public  Credit, 
<c  You  have  alfo,  by  feveral  new  Laws,  laid  a  Foun- 
"  dation  to  Strengthen  and  advance  the  Trade  and 
<c  Commerce  of  my  Kingdoms.  Such  a  Series  of 
<c  wife  and  fteady  Conduct:  cannot  fail  to  recommend 
<c  you  to  the  Good-Will  and  Efteem  of  your  Fellow- 
"  Subjects,  as  well  as  mine.  For  my  own  Part,  I 
"  fecurely  rely  upon  the  Loyalty,  and  good  Affection, 
<c  of  my  People,  and  have  no  other  Aim,  but  their 
M  lafting  Happinefs." 

On  Monday  the  8th,  a  Proclamation  was  iffued  for 
diffolving  the  Parliament. 


A  LIST  of  the  Public  ACTS  palled  during  this 
Seflion. 

AN  Act,  To  repeal  the  Aft  to  permit  Perfons  profef- 
fing  the  Jewifh  Religion  to  be  naturalized  by  Par~ 
liamenU 

An 
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An  A&,for  the  better  fecuring  to  Conjlables,  and  others,    Anno  1754. 
the  Expences  of  conveying  Offenders  to  Gaol,   and  allowing 
the  Charges  to  poor  Perfons  to  give  Evidence  againjl  Felons, 

An  Aft,  To  continue  the  Land-Tax  at  2  s.  in  the  Pound. 

An  Aft,  To  continue  the  Duty  on  Malt, 

An  Aft,  To  prevent  Mutiny  and  Defertion. 

An  Aft,  To  prevent  Frauds,  Sec.  committed  by  Perfons 
employed  in  making  Clocks  and  Watches. 

An  A  ft,  To  punijh  Mutiny  and  Defertion  in  the  Officers 
and  Soldiers  belonging  to  the  Eaft-India  Company. 

An  Aft,  To  repeal  a  Pro-vifo  for  more  eafy  recovering 
Servants  Wages. 

An  Aft,  For  granting  to  his  Majejly  a  certain  Sum  out 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  for  1754. 

An  Aft,  To  continue  feveral  Laws  relating  to  the  Di- 
Jlemper  now  raging  among  the  Horned  Cattle. 

An  Aft,  For  puniflnng  Perfons  defraying  Turnpikes, 
Locks,  and  other  Works  ereSied  by  Authority  of  Parliament, 
and  declaring  allAcls  made  for  erecling  Courts  of  Confcience 
to  be  public  Acls. 

An  Aft,  For  the  more  effectual  punijhing  wicked  and 
evil-difppfed  Perfons  going  armed  and  difguifed,  and  doing 
Injuries  and  Violences'  to  the  Perfons  and  Properties  of  his 
Majejly  s  Subjecls  \  and  for  the  fpeedy  bringing  Offenders 
to  fuftice. 

An  Aft,  For  the  more  eafy  and  effectual  proceeding  upon 
Diflreffes  to  be  made  by  Warrants  of  Ju/iices  of  the  Peace. 

An  Aft,  For  the  Amendment  and  Prefervation  of  the 
Public  Highways  and  Turnpike  Roads  of  this  Kingdo?n, 
and  for  the  more  effectual  Execution  of  the  Laws  relating 
thereto. 

An  Aft,  For  the  Encouragement  of  the  Coinage  of 
Money. 

An  Aft,  For  prohibiting  the  Importation  of  Books 
.printed  abroad,  but  firjl  ivritten  and  printed  in  Great- 
Britain. 
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A  LIST  of  the  Members  returned  to  ferve  in   this 
Parliament, 

Anno  1754.         Abingdon,   Berks,  Anglefea,  Wales, 

JOHN  Morton  Sir  Nicholas  Bayley,  Bart, 
Appleby,   JVeftmorehnd. 

Agmondefham,  Bucks,  Philip  Honywood 

William  Drake  William  Lee 
Ifaac  Whittington  Arundel,  SuJJex, 

Aldborough,   Suffolk,  George  Colebrooke 

William- Wyndham  Afhe  Thomas  Griffin 
Zach.  Philip  Fonnerau  Afhburton,  Devonjh, 

Aldborough,    Torkjh,  Lord  Middleton 

William  Pitt  John  Harris 
Andrew  Wilkinfon  ^  Aylefbury,  Bucks, 

Andover,  Hampjhire.  Thomas  Potter 

Francis-Blake  Delaval  John  Willes 
John-Whitwell  Griffin 

Banbury, 
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Banbury,  Oxford/b, 
Lord  North 

Barnftaple,  Devotijh. 
John  Harris 
George  Amyand 

Bath,  Somerfetjh. 
Sir  John  Ligonier,  K.Bath 
Robert  Henley 

Beaumaris,  Wales, 
Richard  Price 

Bedfordfhire. 
Earl  of  Upper- O (Tory 
Thomas  Alfton 

Bedford. 
Robert-Henley  Ongley 
Francis  Heme 

Bed  win,  Great  Wilts. 
Sir  Robert  Hildyard,  Bart. 
William  Sloper 

Berealflon,  Devonjb. 
Sir  Francis-Henry  Drake, 

Bart. 
John  Briftow 

Berkshire. 
Penyiton  Powney 
Henry  Pye 

Berwick. 
Thomas  Watfon 
John  Delaval 

Beverley,  Torkjh. 
Sir  Wil.  Codrington,  Bart. 
John-Joliiffe  Tuffnel 

Bev/dley,    Worcejierjh. 
William  Henry  Lyttelton 

Bifhops-Caftle,  Salop. 
John -Dam wood  King 
Barnaby  Backwell 

Bletchingly,  Surry. 
Sir  Kenrick  Clayton,  Bart. 
William  Clayton 

Bodmin,  Cornwall. 
Sir  William  Irby,  Bart. 
George  Hunt 
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Boroughbridge,  York.        Anno  175.4. 
Sir  William  Murray,  Knt. 
Lewis-Monfon  Watfon 
Boiiiney,  Cornwall, 
Edwin  Sandys 
Edward  Wortley,  jun. 
Bofton,  Lincolnjh, 
Lord  Robert  Bertie 
Charles  Amcotts 

Brackley,  Northamp, 
Marfhe  Dickinfon 
Thomas  Humberftone 

Brambe, 
Lord  Malpas 
Nathaniel  Newnham,  jun. 

Breconfhire. 
Thomas  Morgan 

Brecon  Town. 
Thomas  Morgan,  jun. 
Bridgnorth,    Salop, 
William  Whitmore 
John  Grey 

Bridgewater,  Somerfet, 
Earl  of  Egmont 
Robert  Balch 

B  rid  port,  Dorfet. 
John-Frederick  Pinney 
Thomas  Coventry 

Briftol. 
Robert  Nugent 
Richard  Beckford 

Buckinghamshire. 
Sir  Wil.  Stanhope,  K.  B. 
Richard  Lowndes 

Buckingham  Town. 
George  Grenville 
James  Grenville 
Bury. 
Lord  Peteriham 
Auguftus-john  Hervey 

Calne,  Wilts. 
Thomas  Duckett 
William  North  ey 

K  2  Cam-i 
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Cambridgefhire. 
Marquis  of  Granby 
Vifcount  Royfton 

Cambridge  Univerftiy. 
Thomas  Townfhend 
Edward  Finch 

Cambridge  Town* 
Vifcount  Dupplin 
Thomas  Bromley 

Camelford,  Cornwall. 
Samuel  Martin 
John  Lade 

Canterbury. 
Sir  James  Creed,  Knt. 
Mathew-Robinfon  Morris 

CardifTe,  Glamorgan/!). 
Herbert  Mackworth 
Cardiganmire. 
John  Lloyd 

Cardigan  Town. 
John  Symmons 

Carlifle,  Cumberland. 
Sir  Charles  Howard,  K.B. 
John  Stanwix 

Carmarthenfhire. 
George  Rice 

Carmarthen  Town. 
Griffith  Phillips 

Carnarvanfhire. 
Sir  John  Wynn,  Bart, 

Carnarvan. 
Sir  Will.  Wynn,  Knt.  dec. 

Caftlerifmg,  Norfolk. 
Thomas  Howard 
Charles-Horatio  Walpole 

Chefhire. 
Charles  Cholmondeley 
Samuel  Egerton 
Chefter. 
Sir  Rob.  Grofvenor,  Bart. 
Richard  Grofvenor     * 


3*     3 

Chichefrer,  Sujfex, 
Vifcount  Bury 
John  Page 

Chippenham,  Wilts. 
Edward-Baynton  Rolt 
Samuel  Fludyer 

Chip.  Wycomb,  Bucks. 
Earl  of  Shelburne 
John  Waller 

Chriftchurch,  Hants. 
SirTho.Robinfon,  K.B. 
John  Mordaunt 

Cirencefter,  Glouceft. 
Benjamin  Bathurft,  jun. 
John  Dawney 

Clithero,  Lancajh. 
Thomas  Lifter 
Afheton  Curzon 

Cockermouth,  Cumberl. 
Sir  John  Mordaunt,  K.  B. 
Fercy-Wyndam  Obrien 

Colchefter,  EJfex. 
John  Ohiiius 
Charles  Gray 

Corfcaftie,    Dorfet. 
Henry  Banks 
John  Bond 

Cornwall. 
Sir  John  Molefworth,  Bar. 
James  Buller 

Coventry,  Warwick. 
Samuel  Greathead 
William  Grove 

Cricklade,  Wilts. 
William-Rawlinfon  Earle 
Thomas  Gore 

Cumberland. 
Sir  James  Lowther,  Bart. 
Sir  John  Pennington,  Bart. 

Dartmouth. 
Walter  Cary 
John  Jcfferys 

Den- 
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Denbigfhire. 
Sir  L.  Salufbury  Cotton, 
Bart. 

Denbigh. 
Richard  Myddleton 
Derbyfhire. 
Lord  George  Cavendifh 
Nathaniel  Curzon 

Derby. 
Lord  Frederick  Cavendifh 
George- Venable  Vernon 

Devizes,  Wilts. 
John  Garth 
William  Willejr 

Devonfhire. 
Sir  Wil.  Courtenay,  Bart. 
Sir  Rich.  Warwick  Bamp- 
fylde,  Bart. 

Dorchefter. 
Lord  Milton 
John  Pitt 

Dorfetfhire, 
George  Pitt 
Humphry  Sturt 
Dover. 
Lord  George  Sackville 
William  Cayley 

Downton,  Wilts. 
James  Cope 
James  Hayes 

Droitwich,  Worcefter. 
Robert  Harley,  fen. 
Thomas  Foley 

Dunwich,  Suffolk. 
Sir  Jacob-Garrard  Down-? 

ing,  Bart. 
Soame  Jenyns 

Durham  County. 
Vifcount  Barnard 
George  Bowes 

Durham. 
John  Tempeft 
Henry  Lambton 
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Eaft-Grinftead. 
Jofeph  Yorke 
SirWhiftlerWebfter,Bar. 

Eaftlowe,  Cornwall* 
John  Buller 
Francis  Gafhry 
EfTex. 
Sir  John  Abdy,  Bart. 
William  Harvey 

Evefham,  Worcejlerjh. 
Sir  John  Rufhout,  Bart. 
J.  Porter 

Exeter* 
John  Tuckfield 
John-Rolle  Walter 
Eye,  Suffolk. 
Coulthorpe  Clayton 
Nicholas  Hardinge 
Flintfliire. 
Sir  Thomas  Moftyn,  Bart, 

Flint. 
Sir  John  Glynne,  Bart. 

Fowey,  Cornwall. 
Jonathan  Rafhleigh 
George  Edgecumbe 
Gatton,  Surry* 
James  Colebrooke 
Thomas  Brand 

Glamorganfhire. 
Charles  Edwin 

Glouditerfhire. 
Thomas  Chefter 
Norborne  Berkeley 
Gloucester. 
George-Auguftus  Selwyn 
Charles  Barrow 

Grampound,  Cornwall, 
Merric  Burrel 
jSimon  Fanfljaw 

Grantham,  Ltncolnjh. 
Lord  George  Manners 
{Sir  John  Cuft,  BartP 
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Grimfby,  Lincolnjh. 
William  Lock 
John  Gore 

Guildford,  Surry. 
Gen.  Richard  Onflow- 
Sir  John  Elwill,  Bart. 

Hants. 
Lord  Harry  Powlett 
Alexander  Thiftlethwayte 

Harwich,  EJJex. 
John  Phillipfon 
Wenman  Coke 

Haflemere,  Surry. 
Philip-Carteret  Webb 
J.  More  Molineux 

Haftings,  Sujfex. 
James  Pelham 
Andrew  Stone 

Haverford-weft,  Pemb. 
William  Edwards 

Hellion,   Cornwall 
Francis  Godolphin 
John  Evelyn 

Herefordfhire. 
Lord  Harley 
Velters  Cornwall 
Hereford. 
Charl.  Fitzroy  Scudamore 
John  Symmons 

Hertfordfhire. 
Paggen  Hale 
Charles  Gore 

Hertford. 
Nathaniel  BrafTey 
George  Harrifon 

Heydon,  Yorkjh. 
Charles  Saunders 
Peter  Denis 

Heytefbury,  Wilts. 
Pierce- Acourt  A  (he 
William  Acourt 

Higham-Ferrers. 
John  Yorke 
4 


Hindon,  Wilts. 
Bine  Richards 
James  Dawkins 

Honiton,  Devon. 
George  Yonge 
Hen.  Reginald  Courtenay 

Horfham,  Suffex. 
Sir  Lionel  Pilkin'gton,  Bt. 
Charles  Ingram 

Hull,  Tork/h. 
Lord  Robert  Manners 
Richard  Crowle 

Huntingdonfhire. 
Lord  Carysfort 
Coulfon  Fellowes 

Huntingdon. 
Edward  Montagu 
Robert  Jones 

Hythe,  Kent. 
William  Glanville 
Sir  Thomas  Hales,  Bart* 

Ilchefter,    Somerfet. 
Thomas  Locker 
John  Talbot 

Ipfwich,  Suffolk. 
Edward  Vernon 
Samuel  Kent 

Kellington,  Cornw. 
Sewallis  Shirley 
John  Sharpe 

Kent. 
Lewis -Monfon  Watfon 
Robert  Fairfax 

Knarefborough, 
Richard  Arundel 
Sir  Henry  Slingfby,  Bart, 

Lancamire. 
Lord  Strange 
r  Peter  Bold 

Lancafter. 
Francis  Reynolds 
^Edward  Marton 

Laun-< 
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Launcefton. 
Sir  George  Lee,  Knt. 
Humphry  Morice 

Leicefterfhire. 
Sir  Thomas  Palmer,  Bart. 
Edward  Smith 

Leicefter. 
George  Wrighte 
James  Wigley 

Leominfter,  Heref. 
Sir  Charles-Hanbury  Wil- 
liams, K.  B. 
Richard  Gorges 

Lefkard,  Cornwall 
Edmund  Nugent 
Philip  Stanhope 

Leflwithiel,  Cornwall 
James-Edward  Colleton 
Sir  Thomas  Clarke,  Knt. 

Lewes,  Sujfex. 
Sir  Francis  Pool',  Bar£. 
Thomas  Sergifon 

Lincolnfhire. 
Robert  Vyner 
Thomas  Whichcote 

Lincoln. 
George  Monfon 
John  Chaplin 

Litchfield,  Stafford, 
Vifcount  Trentham 
Thomas  Anfon 

Liverpool , 
John  Hardman 
Thomas  Salufbury 

LONDON. 
Sir  John  Barnard,  Knt. 
Sir  Robert  Ladbroke,  Knt 
Slingfby  Bethell 
William  Beckford 

Ludlow,  Salop, 
Richard  Herbert,  dec. 
Henry  Bridgman 
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Luggerfhal,  Wilts.  Anno  1754. 

Sir  John  Bland,  Bart. 
Thomas  Hayward 

Lyme,  Dorfetjh. 
Francis  Fane 
Thomas  Fane 

Lymington,  South. 
Sir  Charles  Powlett,  K.  B, 
Harry  Burrard 

Lynn-Regis,  Norfolk. 
Sir  John  Turner,  Bart. 
Horatio  Walpole,  jun, 
Maidftone,  Kent . 
Lord  Guernfey 
Gabriel  Hanger 

Maiden,  EJJex. 
Robert  Colebrooke 
John  Bullock 

Malmfbury,  Wilts. 
Lord  George  Bentinck 
Brice  Fifher 

Malton,  Yorkjh. 
John  Moftyn 
Henry  Finch 

Marlborough,   Wilts. 
Sir  J.  Hynde  Cotton,  Bart, 
John  Ward 

Marlow,  Bucks. 
Daniel  Moore 
Charles  Churchill 
Melcomb-Regis.     See 
Weymouth. 
Merionethfhire. 
William  Vaughari 
Middlefex. 
$ir   William  Beauchamp 

Proaor,  Bart. 
George  Cooke 

Midhurft. 
Sir  John  Peachy,  Bart, 
John  Sargent 

Milbourn-port? 
Edward  Walter 
Thomas  Medlycott 

K  4  Mm* 
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Anno  1754.        Minehead,  Somerset. 
Charles  Whitworth 
Daniel  Boone 

Monmouth. 
Benjamin  Bathurft,  fen. 

Monmouthfhire. 
William  Morgan 
Capel  Hanbury 

Mon  tgomery  fhire. 
Edward  Kynaflon 

Montgomery. 
William  Bodvelle 
Morpeth. 
Thomas  Duncombe 
Robert  Ord 

Newark. 
John  Manners 
Job-Staunton  Charlton 
NewcafUe,  Stafford. 
Baptift-Levefon  Gower 
John  Waldegrave 

Newcaftle-  upon-Tyne. 
Sir  Walter  Blacket,  Bart. 
Matthew  Ridley 

Newport,  Hants. 
Thomas-Lee  Dummer 
Ralph  Jenifon 

Newport,  Cornwall, 
John  Lee 
Edward  Bacon    ~ 

Newton,  Lancajh. 
Peter  Leigh 
Randle  Wilbraham 

Newton,  Hants. 
Sir  John  Barrington,  Bart, 
Harcourt  Powell 

Norfolk. 
George  Townfhend 
Armine  Wodehoufe 

Northallerton. 
Edwin  Lafcelles 
Daniel  Lafcelles 


Northamptonfhire. 
Sir  Edmund  Hham,  Bart. 
Valentine  Knightley,  dec. 

Northampton. 
George  Compton 
Charles  Montague 

Northumberland. 
SirW.  Middleton,  Bart. 
Sir  Henry  Grey,  Bart. 

Norwich. 
Lord  Hobart 
Horatio  Walpole,  fen. 
Nottinghamfhire. 
Lord  Robert  Sutton 
John  Thornhagh 

Nottingham. 
Lord  Howe 
SirWilloughbyAfton,  Bt. 

Oakhampton,  Devon, 
Sir  Geo.  Lyttelton,  Bart. 
Robert  Vyner,  jun. 
.  Orford,  Suffolk. 
Henry  Legge 
John  Oifley 

Oxfordfhire. 
Vifcount  Wenman 
Sir  James  Dafhwood,  Bart. 
Vifcount  Parker 
Sir  Edward  Turner,  Bart. 
(double  return. ) 
Oxford  Unherfity. 
Sir  Roger  Newdigate,  Bart. 
Peregrine  Palmer 

Oxford  City. 
Robert  Lee 
Thomas  Rowney 

Pembrokefhire. 
Sir  William  Owen,  Bart» 

Pembroke. 
Lewis  Barlow 

Penryn,  Cornwall. 
Richard  Edgcumbe 
George  Bofcawen 

Peter.* 
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Peterborough,  Northampt. 
Edward  Wortley,  fen. 
Matthew  Lamb 

Petersfield,  Southamp. 
Willi  am- Gerard  Hamilton 
William  Beckford 

Plymouth,  Devon. 
Vifcount  Barrington 
Samuel  Dicker 

Plympton,  Devon, 
George  Treby 
William  Baker 

Pontefraft,  York/hire. 
Vifcount  Gallway 
Sambrooke  Freeman 

Poole,  Dorfetjhire. 
Sir  Rich.  Lyttelton,  K.  B. 
Jofeph  Gulfton 

Portfmouth,  Hants. 
Sir  William  Rowley,  Knt. 
Sir  Edward  Hawke,  K.  B. 

Prefton,  Lane. 
Nicholas  Fazakerly 
Edmund  Starkie 

Queenborough,  Kent. 
Sir  Piercy  Brett,  Knt. 
Charles  Frederick 

Radnorfhire. 
Sir  Humphry  Howarth,Kt. 

Radnor  Town. 
Thomas  Lewis 

Reading,  Berks, 
Vifcount  Fane 
William  Strode 

Retford,  Nottingham. 
John  White 
John  Shelly 

Richmond,  York/hire. 
Earl  of  Ancram 
John  Yorke 

Rippon,  ditto. 
William  Aiflabie 
Sir  Charles  Vernon,  Knt. 


37    3 

Rochefter,  Kent, 
John  Byng 
Nicholas  Haddock 

Romney,  ditto. 
Sir  Francis  Dafhwood,  Bt* 
Henry  Furnefe 

Rutlandshire. 
Lord  Burghley 
Thomas  Noel 

Rye,  Suffix. 
Phillips  Gybbon 
George  Onflow 

Ryegate,  Surry. 
Charles  Yorke 
Charles  Cocks 

Saltafh,  Cornwall, 
Vifcount  Duncannon 
George  Clinton 

Sandwich,  Kent* 
John  Cleveland 
Claudius  Amyand 

Sar.um  Old. 
Vifcount  Pulteney 
Thomas  Pitt 

Sarum  New. 
William  r>ouverie 
( Julines  Beckford 
Wil.  Poore  ( double  return.} 

Scarborough,  Yorkjb. 
William  Olbaldefton 
Sir  Ralph  Milbanke,  Bart. 

Seaford,  Sujfix. 
William-Hail  Gage      ' 
William  Haye 

Shaftfbury,  Dorfet. 
Sir  Tho.  Clavenng,  Bart. 
James  Brudenell 

Shoreham,  Sujfex. 
Robert  iJriftow 
Richard  Stratton 

Shrewfbury. 
Robert  More 
Thomas  Hill 

Shrop- 
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Anno  1754.  Shropfhire. 

Sir  John  Aftley,  Bart. 
Richard  Lyfter 

Somerfetfhire. 
Sir  Charles  Kemys  Tynte, 

Bart. 
Thomas  Prowfe 

Southampton  Town. 
Anth.  Langley  Swimmer 
Hans  Stanley 

Southwark. 
William  Belchier 
William  Hammond 
St.  Albans. 
James  Grimfton 
James  Weft 

St.  Germains. 
Edward  Elliot 
Anthony  Champion 

St.  Ives. 
George  Hobart 
James  Whitmed 

St.  Maws. 
Robert  Nugent 
Henry  Conway 

St.  Michael. 
Robert  Clive 
John  Stephenfon 

Staffordfhire. 
William-Levefon  Gowtr 
William  Bagot 

Stafford. 
William  Chetwynd,  fen. 
William-Rich.  Chetwynd 

Stamford,  Lincolnjh. 
John-Harvey  Thurfby,  Bt. 
Robert  Barber 

Steyning,  Sujfex. 
Hitch  Young 
Alexander  Hume 

Stockbridge,  Hants. 
John  Gibbons 
George  Hay 


Sudbury,  Suffolk. 
Thomas  Fonnereau 
Thomas  Walpole 
Suffolk. 
Sir  Cordel  Firebrace,  Bart. 
John  Affleck 

Surry. 
Arthur  Onflow 
Thomas  Budgen 
Suffex. 
Thomas  Pelham 
John  Butler 

Tarn  worth. 
Thomas  Villiers 
Sir  Robert  Burdett,  Bart. 

Taviftock,  Devon. 
Richard  Rigby 
Jeffery  French,  dec. 

Taunton,  Somerfet. 
Lord  Carpenter 
J.  Halliday,  dec. 

Tewkefbury,  Glouce/i. 
John  Martin,  jun. 
Nicholfon  Calvert 

Thetford,  Norfolk. 
Lord  Harry  Beauclerk 
CharlesFitzroy  Scudamore 

Thirfk,  Torkjhlre. 
Thomas  Frankland 
Roger  Talbot 

Tiverton,  Devon. 
Sir  William  Yonge,  Bart« 

K.  B. 
Henry  Pelham 

Totnefs,  Devon. 
Sir  J.  Strange,  Knt.  dec. 
Browfe  Trift 

Tregony,  Cornwall, 
William  Trevanion 
John  Fuller 

Truro,  Cornwall. 
EdwardBofcawen 
John  Bofcawen 

W4- 
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Wallingford,  Berks. 
Richard  Nevil  Aldworth 
John  Harvey 

Wareham. 
John  Pitt 

William-Auguftus  Pitt 
Henry  Drax 

Thomas-Erie  Drax  (dou- 
ble return  J) 

Warwickshire. 
Sir  Charles  Mordaunt,  Bt. 
William  Craven 

Warwick. 
Earl  of  Hillfborough 
Henry  Archer 

Wells,  Somerfet. 
Lord  Digby 
Charles  Tudway 

Wendover,  Bucks. 
Earl  Verney 
John  Calvert 

Wenlock,  Salop* 
William  Forefter 
Brook  Forefter 

Weobly,  Hereford, 
Savage  Moftyn 
John  Crafter 

Weftbury,  Wilts. 
Chauncy  Townfend 
Peregrine  Bertie 

Weftlow,  Cornwall. 
John  Frederick 
William  Noel 

Weftminfter. 
Edward  Cornwall  is 
Sir  John  CrofTe,  Bart. 

Weftmoreland. 
Sir  George  Dalfton,  Bart. 
John  Dalfton 
Weymouth  and  Melcomb- 

Regis  (jointly  fend  four.) 
Lord  John  Cavendifb 
George  Dodington 


Welbore  Ellis  Anno  1754. 

John  Tucker 

Whitchurch,   Hants. 
William  Powlett 
Thomas  Towfhend,  jun. 

Wigan, 
Richard  Barry 
Sir  Wil.  Meredyth,  Bart. 

Wilton,  Wilts, 
Robert  Herbert 
Wijliam  Herbert 

Wiltfhire. 
Sir  Robert  Long,  Bart. 
Edward  Popham 

Winchelfea,  SuJ/ex. 
Thomas-Orby  Hunter 
Arnold  Nefbitt 

Winchefter,  Hants,, 
Marquis  of  Carnarvon 
Henry  Penton 

Windfor,  Berks, 
Henry  Fox 
John  Fitzwilliam 

Woodftock,  OxMt 
Vifcount  Bateman 
Anthony  Keck 

Worcefterfhire. 
John-Bulkely  Coventry 
Edmund  Pytts 

Worcefter. 
Thomas  Vernon 
Henry-Crabb  Boulton 

Wotton-Baffet. 
Tho.  Eftcourt  Creflwell 
John  Probyn 

Yarmouth,  Norfolk. 
Sir  Edw.  Walpole,  K.B. 
Charles  Townfhend 

Yarmouth,  Hants. 
Thomas  Holmes 
Henry  Holmes 

York- 
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Anno  i7w.  Yorkmire. 

Vifcount  Downe 
Sir  Conyers  Darcy,  K.  B« 

York. 
Sir  John  Armytage,  Bart. 
George-Fox  Lane 

SCOTLAND,  Shires 
and  Stewartries. 

Aberdeen. 
Lord  Adam  Gordon 

Air. 
James  Muir  Campbell 

Argyle'. 
Dugal  Campbell,  jun. 

Bamff. 
James  DufF 

Berwick. 
Alexand.  Hume  Campbell 

Bute  and  Cathnefs. 
John  Scott 

Clackmannan  andK\mofe. 
Robert  Colvile 

Dumbarton. 
General  John  Campbell 

Dumfries. 
Lord  Charles  Douglas 

Edinburgh. 
Robert  Dundas 
Elgin. 
Sir  Ludovick  Grant,  Bart. 

Fife. 
James  St.  Clair 

Forfar. 
Earl  of  Pan  mure 

Haddington. 
Sir  Hugh  Dairy  mple,  Bart. 

Invernefs. 
John  Campbell,  jun. 

Kincardin. 
Sir  James  Carnegie,  Bart. 

Kirkudbright. 
John  Mackye 


Lanerk. 
James  Vere 

Linlithgow. 
Charles-Hope  Wier 

Nairn  and  Cromartie. 
Sir  J.  Gordon,  Bart. 

Orkney. 
James  Douglas 

Peebles. 
John  Dickfon 

Perth. 
Lord  John  Murray 

Renfrew. 
William  Muir 

Rofs. 
Kenneth  Mackenzie,  call- 
ed Lord  Fortrofe 
Roxburgh. 
Walter  Scott 

Selkirk. 
Gilb.  Elliot,  jun.  of  Minto 

Stirling. 
James  Campbell 

Sutherland. 
George  Mackay 

Wigtoun. 
John  Stewart 

ROYAL  BURGHS. 

Aberdeen,   6fr. 
David  Scott 

Air,  fefo 
James-Stuart  Mackenzie 

Craill,  &c. 
Sir  Harry  Erfkine,  Bart. 

Dumfries,  &c. 
Archibald  Douglas 
Dyfart,  £*<:. 
James  Ofwald 

Edinburgh. 
Wijliam  Alexander 
Elgin,  Isc. 
William  Grant 

Forfar5 
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Forfar,  bV.  Innerkithen,  tsfc.            Anno  1754, 

Thomas  Leflie  George  Haldane                   <■     '■%-    *J 

Fortrofe,  &c.  Kirkwall,  &c. 

John  Campbell  Sir  Harry  Monrow,  Bart. 

Glafgow,  &c.  Selkirk,  &c. 
Lieut.  Col.  John  Campbell     John  Murray 

Haddington,  &c,  Wigtoun,  &c. 

Andrew  Fletcher,  jun.  John  Hamilton. 

On  Account  of  fome  Claufes  in  the  A8k  of  Regency, 
it  was  necefiary  to  call  the  Parliament  together  as  foon 
as  poffible  :  Accordingly,  on  the  31ft  of  May,  1754* 
the  firft.  Seffion  was  opened  by  Commiflion.  The 
Lord  Chancellor  made  a  Speech  to  both  Houfes,  ac- 
quainting them  by  the  King's  Command,  That  his 
Majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  give  them  this  early  Oppor- 
tunity of  coming  together,  in  order  that  certain  Par- 
liamentary Proceedings  may  be  gone  through,  which 
his  Majefty  judges  may  be  for  the  Satisfaction  of  his 
good  Subjects  to  have  completed  without  Lofs  of 
Time.  And  that  his  Majefty  did  not  think  proper 
now  to  lay  before  them  any  Points  of  general  Bufinefs, 
referving  every  thing  of  that  Nature  to  the  ufual 
Time  of  their  afTembling  in  the  Winter. — The  Houfe 
of  Commons  proceeded  to  the  Election  of  a  Speak- 
er.— The  firft  who  fpoke  on  this  Subject  was  the  Mar- 
quis of  Granby,  to  the  Effect  following. 

*  Mr.  Dyfon, 

*  As  it  is  necefTary,  before  we  proceed  in  any  Bufi-  Marquis  of 
nefs,  to  make  Choice  of  a  proper  Perfon  to  prefide  inGranby* 
our  future  Deliberations  and  Debates,  I  rife,  if  the 
Houfe  will  give  me  Leave,  in  order  to  propofe  one. 

4  The  Chair  is  not  a  Poft  of  Eafe  and  Repofe,  but 
of  great  Labour  and  Activity  :  It  requires  a  Perfon  of 
a  diftinguifhed  Character,  whofe  Authority  may  the 
better  fupport  the  Dignity  of  this  Houfe. 

4  It  is  of  the  greateft  Confequence,  that  we  chufe 
the  moft  able  Perfon  we  can  find  to  fupply  this  im-' 
portant  Office  ;  for  the  Qualifications  of  a  Speaker 
muft  necefTarily  have  great  Weight  and  Influence  in 
our  Proceedings  ;  and  the  public  Bufinefs,  as  the  Per- 
fon we  fhall  fix  on  may  prove  more  or  lefs  expert,  will 
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Anno  1754.   accordingly  be  either  facilitated  or  obflructed,   expe- 
dited or  perplexed. 

c  That  honourable  Chair,  Sir,  demands,  in  the 
Perfon  who  fhall  be  deflined  to  fill  it,  many  Talents 
and  many  Virtues  :  It  requires,  in  general,  great 
Abilities  j  it  requires,  in  particular,  an  exact  Skill  in 
the  Orders,  Rules  and  Methods  of  Parliament :  It 
requires  a  perfect  Knowledge  of  all  the  Powers  and 
Privileges  of  this  Houfe,  and  a  confummate  Experi- 
ence in  the  infinite  Variety  of  Bufinefs  neceffarily  to 
be  tranfacted  within  thefe  Walls.  Befides  thefe  Ta- 
lents, *  the  greateft  Integrity  and  Impartiality,  an  un- 
fhaken  Refolution,  and  fteady  Firmnefs  of  Mind,  are 
Virtues  that  ought  to  be  eminently  confpicuous  in  the 
Character  of  the  Speaker  of  this  Houfe. 

6  Very  difficult  indeed,  Sir,  it  is  to  find  fo  many 
great  Qualifications  united  in  any  one  Perfon  :  Yet  we 
have  the  Happinefs  of  having  one  Gentleman  amongfl 
us,  whom  Experience  has  fhewn  us,  on  many  Occa- 
fions,  to  be  equal,  in  every  Shape,  to  this  important 
Office  ;  one  whofe  great  Ability  and  Integrity  has  ap- 
peared, in  innumerable  Inftances,  through  the  Courfe 
of  feveral  fucceffive  Parliaments ;  one  whofe  zealous 
Attachment  for  our  prefent  happy  Eftablifhement,  and 
for  the  whole  Confutation  of  this  Nation  in  general,  is 
well  known ;  and  who  has  a  Heart  warm  with  that  Zeal 
and  Affection,  which  is  the  proper  Character  of  a 
Speaker  of  this  Houfe,  a  Zeal  and  Affection  for  the 
Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Commons  of  Great- 
Britain. 

*  I  perceive  every  Gentleman's  Eyes  are  already 
fixed  on  the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Onfloiv ;  I  do  not  doubt, 
therefore,  but  I  fhall  meet  with  the  unanimous  Appro- 
bation of  this  Houfe,  when  I  move,  That  Mr.  Onflow 
be  defired  to  accept  this  important  Truft  ;  and  that  he 
will  again  take  PofTeffion  of  that  Chair,  which  he  has 
filled,  in  four  fucceffive  Parliaments,  with  the  greateft 
Ability  and  Integrity,  with  fo  much  Honour  and  Re^ 
putation  to  himfelf,  to  the  Satisfaction  of  former  Par- 
liaments, and  to  the  Advantage  of  this  Kingdom. 

*  There  can  be  but  one  Doubt  occur  in  the  Choice 
of  Mr.  Onflow ;  and  that  is  how  far  he.  himfelf  can  be 
induced  to  accept   of  this   important  and    laborious 

Office  1 
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Office  ;  and  yet,  I  flatter  myfelf,  there  is  one  Argu-  Anno  1754, 
ment  refulting  from  his  own  Virtue,  and  Love  of  his  i—  ■,,—  ,J 
Country,  which  will  be  able  to  over-rule  this  Diffi- 
culty. There  is  no  Man  whofe  long  and  faithful 
Services  give  him  a  jufter  Title  to  Repofe  and  Dig- 
nity than  Mr.  Onflow  -,  no  Man  has  a.  ftri&er  or  more 
indifputable  Claim  to  every  Argument  of  Self-defence, 
that  can  poffibly  excufe  his  embarking  again  in  this 
laborious  Office;  no  Man  can  forego  the  Arguments 
with  greater  Grace  and  Dignity  ;  no  Man  fo  likely  to 
facrifice  every  Confideration  of  perfonal  Eafe  and  Ad- 
vantage to  the  Intereft  of  the  Public,  and  to  the  Im- 
portunities of  this  Houfe,  than  himfelf. 

'  I  therefore  move,  That  the  Right  Hon.  Arthur 
Onflow^  Efq;  be  defired  to  take  the  Chair  as  Speaker.' 

Then  Thomas  Pelham,  Efq;  (now  Lord  Pelham)  one 
of  the  Knights  of  the  Shire  for  the  County  of  Su/fex, 
addreffing  himfelf  likewife  to  the  Clerk  (who,  {land- 
ing up,  pointed  to  him,  and  then  fat  down),  fpoke  to 
the  following  Effect,  viz, 
<  Mr.  Dyfon, 
*  I  rife  up  to  fecond  the  Motion  made  by  the  NobleTho.  Pelham, 
Lord,  who  has  fo  perfectly  and  elegantly  defcribed  theEflj 
eminent  Virtues  and  Abilities  of  my  very  Hon.  Friend, 
that  he  has  fcarce  left  Room  for  me  to  fay  any  thing, 
but  to  teftify  my  ftrongeft  Approbation,  and  to  declare 
the  high  Veneration  and  Efteem  I  bear  his  Name  and 
Perfon. 

<  This  Acknowledgment  is  particularly  due  from 
me,  as  the  ftrongeft  Union  and  Friendmip  has  ever 
fubfifted  betwixt  his  Family  and  mine,  connected  by 
the  fame  Principles,  rivetted  by  the  fame  Views,  the 
Services  of  their  King,  and  the  Good  of  their  Country. 
6  I  am  particularly  happy  in  being  able  to  dedicate 
my  firft  Attempt  of  this  Kind  to  a  Perfon  of  fuch 
high  Worth,  and  in  a  Caufe  fo  highly  to  be  approved 
of  by  every  one  in  this  Houfe,  that  it  reflects  Honour 
on  me,  though  I  prove  very  unequal  to  the  Tafk. 

*  It  would  be  extremely  unnecefTary,  as  well  as  pre- 
sumptuous, in  me,  to  aim  at  a  Detail  of  my  very  Hon. 
Friend's  Excellencies,  as  every  one  here  muft  be  tho- 
roughly fenfibie  of  the  great  Benefits  we  have  reaped 

from 
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Anne  1754.  from  his  inceffant Services  and  Abilities;  and,  I  hope, 
W  ■  ■yi^  will  readily  join  in  intreating  him  once  more  to  accept 
of  that  Office,  which  he  has  filled  for  fo  many  Parlia- 
ments fucceffively,  with  fo  much  Honour,  Steadinefs, 
and  Integrity. 

*  I  beg  Leave  therefore,  Mr.  Dyfon,  to  affift  the 
Noble  Lord  in  replacing  Mr.  Arthur  Onflow  in  the 
Chair.' 

The  Houfe  calling  Mr.  Onflow  to  the  Chair,  he 
flood  up  in  his  Place,  and  faid, 
<  Mr.  Dyfon, 
Arthur  Onflow,     *  Every  Gentleman  here  mull  be  fenfible  of  the 
E%  great  Honour  I  have  received  by  the  Motion  the  Noble 

Lord  and  the  Worthy  Gentleman  have  juft  now  made ; 
and  it  will  not  be  thought  Arrange  to  any  one,  that  I 
ftiould  extremely  value  myfelf,  as  indeed  I  do,  upon  their 
favourable  Thoughts  of  me,  and  their  Recommendation 
of  me  to  the  Favour  of  the  Houfe :  If  the  Length  of 
Time  through  which  I  have  already  paffed  in  this  high 
and  painful  Office,  fhould  create  in  Gentlemen  an  Argu- 
ment for  my  being  called  to  it  again,  does  it  not  alfo, 
Sir,  fuggeft  fome  very  ftrong  Reafons  againft  another 
Undertaking  of  it  by  me  now  ?  I  am  fure  it  does.— I 
am  fure  it  ought  to  do  fo  with  me:  But,  however, 
Sir,  I  will  not  difpute  with  the  Houfe  in  their  Com- 
mands; I  am  theirs,  to  be  difpofed  of  as  they  fhall 
think  proper ;  and  fhall  deem  it  a  Duty  to  fubmit,  in 
every  thing,  my  Will  to  their  Direction.' 

The  Houfe  again  calling  Mr.  Onflow  to  the  Chair, 
he  was  taken  out  of  his  Place  by  the  Lord  Marquis 
of  Granby  and  Mr.  Pelhamy  who  led  him  from  thence 
to  the  Chair  ;  where,  upon  the  firft  Step,  he  faid, 

4  It  is  my  Duty  to  inform  Gentlemen,  that  it  is 
yet  in  their  Power  to  reconfider  what  they  have  done, 
by  calling  me  back  to  the  Place  from  whence  I  have 
been  brought  hither.' 

But  the  Members  cried,  «  No  !  No  !' 

Whereupon  Mr.  Onflow  afcended  the  upper  Step  of 
the  Chair,  and  {landing  there,  faid, 

'  Since  Gentlemen  have  commanded  me  to  the 
Place  I  am  now  in,  it  becomes  me  to  return  the  Houfe, 

as 
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as  I  do,  my  humbled  Thanks  for  this  frefh  Mark  of    Anno  1754. 
their  kind  Regard  and  Favour  to  me.' 

And  thereupon  he  fat  down  in  the  Chair. 

And  then  the  Mace,  which  before  lay  under  the 
Table,  was  laid  upon  the  Table. 

Then  the  Right  Hon.  Wills  Earl  of  Hillfborough, 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland^  one  of  the  BurgefTes  for 
the    Borough   of   Warwick^   and    Comptroller  of  his 
Majefty's  Houfhold,  faid, 
6  Mr.  Speaker, 

*  I  ftand  up  only  to  make  the  ufual  Motion  of  Ad- Earl  of  HHlfbo- 
journment,  after  the  Election   of  a   Speaker;    but  IrouSh« 
cannot  deny  myfelf  the  Pleafure  of  taking  this  Oppor- 
tunity to  exprefs  the  high  Satisfaction  I  feel  in  feeing 

you,  Sir,  again  raifed  to  that  great  and  important 
Office  :  The  uncommon  Ability,  and  invariable  Inte- 
grity, with  which  I  have  had  the  Honour  to  fee  you 
difcharge  the  Duties  of  it,  in  two  fucceffive  Parlia- 
ments, are  the  Foundation  of  that  Satisfaction. 

6  I  beg  Leave,  Sir,  to  congratulate  the  Houfe  on 
their  having  placed  in  the  Chair  one  who  is  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  Constitution  of  this  Country, 
and  with  the  Laws  and  Privileges  of  Parliament ;  and 
who  has  always  placed  his  Glory  in  the  Defence  and 
Support  of  them. 

f  I  congratulate  the  elder  Part  of  the  Houfe,  whofe 
particular  Duty  is  to  fupport  and  advife  the  Chair, 
when  there  is  Occafion  for  it,  on  the  Eafe  and  Secu- 
rity they  will  feel  in  the  Confederation,  that  the  Bull- 
nefs  of  Parliament  is  to  pais  through  your  Hands  ;  and 
that  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  this  Houfe  are  the 
immediate  Objects  of  your  Attention. 

*  Thofe  Members  who  have  never  before  fat  in  Par- 
liament, and  the  younger  Part  of  the  Houfe,  will 
give  me  Leave  to  congratulate  them  on  the  Indulgence 

you  will  mew  them Indulgence  which  I  have  often 

experienced,  and  hope  you  will  ftill  continue  to  me 3 
and  on  the  Inftruction  you  are  always  willing  to  give 
in  every  Way,  and  conftantly  do  give  in  the  moil 
pleafing  and  efficacious  Way,  that  of  Example. 

c  Sir,  I  congratulate  the  Nation  in  general ;  for, 

o-ive  me  Leave  to  fav,  that  you  are  called  to  that  Chair 

Vol,  V,  L  by 
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Ann©  1754.  by  the  unanimous  Voice  of  the  collective  Body  of  the 
People,  as  well  as  by  that  of  their  reprefentative. 

'  We  have  received  the  King's  Command  to  pre^ 
fentthe  Speaker  to  his  Majefty  To-morrow :  You  will 
then,  Sir,  be  confirmed  in  your  high  Office.  His 
Majefty  will  confirm  you,  Sir,  as  one  whom  he  knows 
to  be  a  true  and  fteady  Friend  to  Liberty,  and  to  this 
Conftitution,  and,  of  Confequence,  zealoufly  attached 
to  his  Royal  Perfon  and  Family. 

6  And  now,  Sir,  give  me  Leave  to  congratulate 
you  upon  the  greater!:  human  Reward  Virtue  and  Merit 
can  receive,  the  concurrent  Approbation  of  the  befl 
of  Kings,  and  of  all  your  Fellow- Subj eels. 

■  I  move  you,  Sir,  That  this  Houfe  do  adjourn  till 
To-morrow  Morning,    Eleven  o'Clock/ 

And  the  Houfe  was  adjourned  accordingly. 

Next  Day,  the  Houfe  being  met,  and  the  Speaker 
elect,  having  taken  the  Chair,  a  MeiTage  was  brought 
by  the  Hon.  Sir  Henry  Bellendm^  Gentleman-Ufher  of 
the  Black  Rod. 

6  Mr.  Speaker, 
c  The  Lords,  authorifed  by  Virtue  of  his  Majefryrs 
Commimon,  defire  the  immediate  Attendance  of  this 
Hon.  Houfe  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers.' 

Accordingly,  Mr.  Speaker  'elect:,  with  the  Houfe, 
went  up  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers.  Where  Mr.  Speaker 
elect  fpoke  to  the  Effect  following,  viz, 
<  My  Lords, 
c  His  Majeity's  faithful  Commons,  in  Parliament 
?.ffembled,  have,  in  Purfuance  of  his  Royal  Direction, 
and  according  to  their  ancient  Right,  proceeded  to  the 
Election  of  one  of  their  Members  to  be  their  Speaker 
in  this  Parliament ;  and  their  Choice  has  again  fallen 
upon  me  for  this  great  Trufl. 

<  From  what  has  palled  in  feveral  former  Parlia- 
ments, with  regard  to  myfelf,  I  did  not  prefume  to 
difpute  the  Commands  of  the  Commons  upon  this 
Occafion  :  It  is  for  the  fame  Reafons,  and  from 
the  like  Principle  of  Duty,  I  forbear  to  urge  anything 
here,  againft  their  prefent  Refolution,  but  refign  my- 
felf intirely  to  his  Majefly's  Pleafure ;  well  knowing 
his  own  Royal  Wifdom  can  have  befl  determined  his 
4  own 
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own  Choice,  either  to  approve  or  difapprove  what  his  Anno  1754, 
Commons  have  now  done/ 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor  laid, 

c  Mr.  Onflow^ 
*  The  King  has  had  fuch  ample  and  fatisfa&ory 
Experience  of  your  great  Abilities  and  Zeal  for  the 
Service  of  himfelf,  and  your  Country,  in  the  im- 
portant Station  to  which  you  are  now  a  fifth  Time 
called  by  the  general  Voice  of  his  faithful  Commons, 
that  his  Majefty  has  commanded  us  to  let  you  know, 
that  he  intirely  approves  the  Choice  which  his  Com- 
mons have  made  :  And  we  do,  by  Virtue  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Commiffion,  and  in  his  Name,  allow  and  con- 
firm you  to  be  their  Speaker.' 

Then  Mr.  Speaker  faid, 

<  My  Lords, 
6  Since  his  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  approve  the 
Choice  the  Commons  have  made  of  me  to  be  their 
Speaker,  it  becomes  me  to  fubmit  to  his  Royal  Deter- 
mination, and  to  receive,  with  all  Humility  and 
Thankfulnefs,  this  frefh  Inftance  of  his  Royal  Grace 
and  Favour  to  me  ;  and,  for  my  Encouragement  there- 
in, I  have  an  humble  Hope  of  the  Continuance  of 
his  Pardon  of  my  Failings  and  Infirmities  in  it ;  at 
leaft  that  .they  will  not,  in  any  wife,  be  imputed  by 
his  Majefty  to  his  faithful  Commons  :  And  that  they 
may  be  the  better  enabled  to  perform  their  Duty  to 
his  Majefty,  and  their  Country,  I  do,  in  their  Name7 
and  on  their  Behalf,  by  humble  Petition  to  his  Majefty, 
lay  claim  to  all  their  ancient  Rights  and  Privileges  % 
particularly,  that  they,  their  Servants,  and  Eftates9 
may  be  free  from  Arrefts,  and  all  other  Moleftati- 

ons That  they  may  enjoy  Freedom  of  Speech 

in  their  Debates,  and  have  Accefs  to  his  Royal  Perfon, 
as  Occafion  fhall  require- — And  that  all  their  Pro- 
ceedings may  receive  from  his  Majefty  the  raoft  fa- 
vourable Confc-ruction/ 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor  faid, 

L  2  «  Mr, 
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Anno  1754.  (*  Mr.  Speaker, 

*  We  have  it  in  Command  from  the  King  to  Ac- 
quaint you,  that  his  Majefty  is  fully  perfuacled  of  the 
Prudence  and  Temper  of  his  Houfe  of  Commons, 
as  well  as  of  their  Loyalty  and  Duty. 

e  And  we  do  by  Virtue  of  his  Majefty's  Commif- 
fion,  and  in  his  Name,  declare  to  you,  that  the  King 
grants  and  allows  to  them  all  their  Privileges,  in  as 
full  and  ample  Manner,  as  they  have  at  any  Time 
heretofore  been  granted  or  allowed  by  his  Majefty,  or 
any  of  his  Royal  Predeceftbrs. 

*  As  to  what  you,  Sir,  have  defired  on  your  own 
Behalf,  the  King  has  never,  through  a  long  Courfe  of 
Years,  had  any  Reafon  to  apprehend,  that  you  can 
fland  in  need  of  fuch  an  Indulgence;  but  his  Majefty 
has  commanded  us  to  aflure  you  of  his  gracious  Sup- 
port in  the  Difcharge  of  your  great  and  arduous  Trull: ; 
and  that  he  will  put  the  moft  favourable  Conftruclion 
both  upon  your  Words  and  Actions.' 

The  Houfe  being  returned, 

Mr.  Speaker  reported,  That  the  Houfe  had  been  in 
the  Houfe  of  Peers  ;  where  his  Majefty,  by  his  Com- 
miffioners,  had  been  pleafed  to  approve  of  the  Choice 
the  Houfe  had  made  of  him  to  be  their  Speaker;  and 
that  he  had  in  their  Name,  and  on  their  Behalf,  by 
humble  Petition  to  his  Majefty,  laid  Claim  to  all  their 
ancient  Rights  and  Privileges  ;  particularly  that  they, 
their  Servants,  and  Eftates,  may  be  free  from  Arrefts, 
and  all  other  Moleftations That  they  enjoy  Free- 
dom of  Speech  in  their  Debates,  and  have  Accefs  to 

his  Royal  Perfon  as  O'ccafion  fhall  require And 

that  all  their  Proceedings  may  receive  from  his  Majefty 
the  moft  favourable  Conftru£Hon  ;  which,  he#  laid, 
his  Majefty,  by  his  faid  Commiilioners,  had  con* 
firmed  to  them,  by  granting  and  allowing  their  Privi^ 
leges  in  as  ample  Manner  as  ever  they  were  granted  or 
allowed  by  his  Majefty,  or^  any  of  his  Royal  Prede- 
ceffors. 

Then  Mr.  Speaker  did  again  return  his  humble 
Thanks  to  the  Houfe  for  the  very  great  Honour,  they 
had  now  done  him  ;  and  did  aflure  them  of  a  Conti- 
nuance of  his  Fidelity  in  their  Service ;  humbly  re- 
queuing 
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quefting  the  Continuance  of  their  Protection,  and  Anno  1754. 
Affiftance  to  him  in  the  Difcharge  of  this  great  Truft, 
and  of  their  Indulgence  to  him  in  the  Pardon  of  hi3 
Failings  and  Imperfections  in  it;  which,  he  faid,  he 
had  now  much  more  Reafon  to  defire  of  them  than 
ever  before,  as  his  Age,  and  the  Infirmities  attending 
that,  did  the  more  require  it. 

He  then  put  them  in  mind  of  their  Duty,  to  ob- 
serve and  keep  ftriclly  to  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  the 
Houfe,  and  particularly  to  avoid  all  perfonal  Alterca- 
tion, and  whatever  mall  lead  to  that  in  their  Debates. 

He  laftly  recommended  to  Gentlemen  an  earlier 
Attendance  upon  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Houfe  ;  the 
Neglect  of  which,  he  took  Notice,  had  grown  to  a 
Degree  of  late,  that  had  rendered  the  proper  doing  of 
Bufinefs  almoft  impracticable;  and  wifhed  therefore, 
that  againft  the  next  Seffion,  Gentlemen  would  think 
of  fome  effectual  Methods  to  prevent  the  Continuance 
of  fo  great  an  Evil. 

After  which  Mr.  Speaker  put  the  Houfe  in  mind, 
that  the  firft  Thing  to  be  done  was  to  take  the  Oaths, 
and  make  and  fubfcribe  the  Declaration,  and  to  take 
and  fubfcribe  the  Oath  of  Abjuration,  by  JL.aw  required. 

And  thereupon  Mr.  Speaker  iirft  alone,  ftanding 
upon  the  upper  Step  of  the  Chair,  took  the  faid  Oaths, 
and  made  and  fubfcribed  the  Declaration,  and  tGok 
and  fubfcribed  the  faid  Oath  of  Abjuration. 

And  after  him,  feveral  other  Members  took  the 
faid  Oaths,  and  made  and  fubfcribed  the  faid  Decla- 
ration, and  took  and  fubfcribed  the  faid  Oath  of  Ab^ 
juration. 

One  Bill  for  the  Naturalization  of  a  Perfon  was 
then  pa{Ted  by  both  Houfes,  and  received  the  Royal 
Affent  by  Commimon  :  After  which  the  Parliament 
was  prorogued  till  Winter. 

On  the  14th  of  November  the  Parliament  fat  for 
public  Bufinefs,  when  his  Majefty  went  to  the  Houfe 
of  Peers,  and  made  the  following  Speech. 


it 


c<  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

IT  is  with  great  Pleafure  that  I  meet  you  in  Par- 
liament, at  a  Time,  when  the  late  Elections 
have  afforded  my  People  an  Opportunity  of  giving 
"  L  1  "  frefh 
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Anno  1754.  ««  frefh  Proofs  of  their  Duty  and  Affection  to  my  Perfon 
"  and  Government,  in  the  Choice  of  their  Repre- 
<c  fentatives. 

"  The  general  State  of  Affairs  in  Europe  has  re- 
<c  ceived  very  little  Alteration  fince  your  laft  Meet- 
Ci  ing.  But  I  have  the  Satisfaction  to  acquaint  you, 
«  that  I  have  lately  received  the  ftrongeft  Aflurances 
"  from  my  good  Brother  the  King  of  Spain,  of  his 
"  firm  Refolution  to  cultivate  Friendfhip  and  Confi- 
™  xlence  with  me,  with  reciprocal  Acts  of  Harmony 
<c  and  good  Faith ;  and  that  he  will  perfevere  in  thefe 
16  Sentiments.  It  fhall  be  my  principal  View,  as 
<c  well  to  ftrengthen  the  Foundations,  and  fecure  the 
cc  Duration  of  the  General  Peace,  as  to  improve  the 
<c  prefent  Advantages  of  it,  for  promoting  the  Trade 
<s  of  my  good  Subjects,  and  protecting  thofe  Poflef- 
**  fi6ns,  whiqh  make  one  great  Source  of  our  Com- 
"  merce  and  Wealth. 

"  The  Plan  formed  by  the  laft  Parliament  for  ap- 
"  propriating  the  forfeited  Eftates  in  the  Highlands 
iC  to  the  public  Benefit,  appears  to  be  of  fuch  national 
**  Importance,  that  I  am  perfuaded  you  will  not  omit 
6C  any  proper  Opportunity  of  completing  it.  Let  me 
*c  alfo  recommend  it  to  you,  to  make  fuch  further  Pro- 
*£  vifions,  as  may  be  expedient  for  perpetuating  the 
"  due  Execution  of  the  Laws,  and  the  juft  Authority 
"  of  my  Government,  in  that  Part  of  the  united 
"  Kingdom." 

cc  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
iC  I  have  ordered  the  Eftimates  for  the  enfuing  Year 
"  to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  you.  The  Supplies 
"  which  I  have  to  afk  of  you,  are  fuch  as  fhall  be 
cc  necefTary  for  the  ordinary  Services  ;  for  the  Exe- 
cc  cution  of  fuch  Treaties  as  have  been  communi- 
iC  cated  to  you,  for  confolidating  and  maintaining 
«c  that  Syftem  of  Tranquillity,  which  is  my  great 
"  Object ;  and,  at  the  fame  Time,  for  fecuring  our- 
6C  felves  againft  any  Encroachments. 

"  The  gradual  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt, 
iC  which  has  been  fo  wifely  and  fuccefsfully  begun» 
iC  will,  I  make  no  Doubt,  have  your  ferious  and 
>f  cohftant  Attention." 

«c  My 
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cc  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  ^nno  ,754, 

44  It  is  unneceffary  for  me  to  ufe  any  Arguments 
*4  to  prefs  upon  you  Unanimity  and  Difpatch  in  your 
u  Proceedings.  I  have  had  fuch  ample  Experience 
44  of  the  Fidelity,  Zeal,  and  good  Difpofition  of  my 
44  Parliaments,  during  the  Courfe  of  my  Reign,  that 
44  I  truft  there  is  a  mutual  Confidence  eftablifhed  be- 
4<  tween  us ;  the  fureft  Pledge  of  my  own,  and  my 
"  People's  Happinefs." 

The  following  Addrefs  was  moved  by  Sir  George 
Lee,  who  was  feconded  by  Colonel  (now  General) 
Conway  5  and  unanimoufly  agreed  to. 

The  humble  ADDRESS    of  the   Houfe   of  Commons 
to  the  KING. 

44  Moll  Gracious  Sovereign, 

<C  \X7"^  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
"  VV  Subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain^ 
*4  in  Parliament  aiTembled,  beg  Leave  to  return  your 
44  Majefty  our  unfeigned  Thanks  for  your  moft  gra- 
44  cious  Speech  from  the  Throne  ;  and  to  afTure  your 
44  Majefty,  that  your  faithful  Commons  will  gladly 
44  embrace  every  Opportunity  of  teftifying  their  in- 
44  violable  Attachment  and  Duty  to  your  Royal  Per- 
44  fon,   Family,  and  Government. 

44  It  gives  us  the  greateft  Satisfaction  to  find,  that 
44  the  wife  Meafures  your  Majefty  fyas  purfued,  for 
4«  ftrengthening  and  fecuring  the  General  Peace,  have 
44  been  attended  with  fo  explicit  a  Declaration  on  the 
44  Part  of  the  King  of  Spain,  of  his  Refolution  to 
44  cultivate  Friendfhip  and  Confidence  with  your 
44  Majefty. 

44  We  acknowledge,  with  the  higheft  Senfe  of 
44  Gratitude,  your  Majefty's  conftant  and  uniform 
44  Endeavours  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  public  Tran- 
44  quillity,  at  the  fame  Time,  that  your  Majefty  has 
44  not  fufTered  your  Attention  to  be  diverted  from  the 
*4  neceffary  Confideration  of  Self-Defence;  and  we 
44  afTure  your  Majefty,  that  we  will  fupport  your 
44  Majefty,  and  chearfully  grant  fuch  Supplies,  as 
44  may  give  Weight  and  Efficacy  to  your  Majefty's 
L  4  44  Meafures, 
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Anno  1754.  **  Meafures,  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  General 
Peace,  and  enable  your  Majefty  to  vindicate  your 
46  juft  Rights  and  Pofleffions  from  all  Encroachments. 
"  We  beg  Leave  to  allure  your  Majefty,  that  no- 
"  thing  mall  be  wanting,  on  our  Parts,  to  complete, 
"  and  render  effectual  to  the  common  Benefit  of  the 
4C  united  Kingdom,  that  falutary  Plan,  formed  by  the 
"  laft  Parliament,  for  appropriating  the  forfeited 
"  Eftates  in  the  Highlands  to  the  Ufes  of  the  Public  ; 
"  and  we  allure  your  Majefty,  that  the  gradual  Re- 
cc  du&ion  of  the  National  Debt,  and  the  Improve- 
<c  ment  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  fo  effential  to  the 
"  Strength  and  Power  of  this  Kingdom,  (hall  be  the 
"  Objects  of  our  ferious  and  conftant  Attention/' 

His  MAJESTY'S  ANSWER. 
"  Gentlemen, 
«c   T  Return  you  my  Thanks  for  your  moft  dutiful 
"   X  an^  loyal  Addrefs. 

"  So  early  and  unanimous  a  Mark  of  the  Truft 
"  and  Confidence  which  my  faithful  Commons  repoie 
€i  in  me,  gives  me  the  greateft  Satisfaction. 

"  You  may  rely  on  the  Continuance  of  my  Endea- 
"  vours  to  preferve  the  public  Tranquillity,  to  afFert 
"  and  vindicate  the  juft  Rights  and  PofTeffions  of  my 
"  Subjects,  and  to  do  every  Thing  on  my  Part,  which 
"  can  render  this  Nation  happy  and  flourishing,  both 
"  at  home  and  abroad." 

As  there  appeared,  foon  after  the  Beginning  of  this 
SefHon,  fo  great  a  Probability  of  our  being  obliged  to 
declare  War  againft  France,  in  order  to  prevent  their 
fending  Reinforcements  or  Supplies  to  America,  where 
they  had  made  an  open  and  violent  Attack  upon  us, 
befides  having  before  erected  feveral  Forts  within  the 
Territories  properly  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  Great- 
Britain,  and  befides  having  made  feveral  Encroach- 
ments upon  our  Trade  in  that  and  other  Parts  of  the 
World,,  all  the  Refolutions  both  of  the  Committee 
of  Supply,  and  that  of  W ays  and  Means,  were  agreed 
to  without  any  great  Oppofition ;  and  all  the  Bills 
brought  in  purfuant  to  thofe  of  the  latter  were  patted 
into  Laws  with   the  fame  Unanimity  5  fo  that  v/ith 

Regard. 
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Regard  to  public  Affairs,  no  Seffion  ever  patted  over  Anno  1754, 
more  quietly  :  But  fome  of  the  contefted  Elections  gave 
them  a  good  deal  of  Disturbance,  particularly  that  for 
the  County  of  Oxford,  where  the  Sheriff  had  returned 
four  inftead  of  two  Knights  of  the  Shire,  confequent- 
ly  no  one  of  them  could  fit  or  take  his  Place  in  the 
Houfe,  and  that  County  of  courfe  was  to  remain  with- 
out a  Reprefentative  in  Parliament  until  this  Affair 
was  decided. 

In  Conformity  with  feveral  old  Precedents,  this  Af- 
fair might  have  been  introduced  the  very  firft  Day  of 
the  Semon,  becaufe  any  Member  might  have  flood  up 
and  complained  that  there  appeared  to  be  no  Knight 
properly  returned  for  Oxfordjhire,  and  the  only  Motion 
he  could  upon  fuch  a  Complaint  have  concluded  with, 
was,  that  the  Sheriff  of  that  County  might  be  or- 
dered to  attend  the  Houfe  forthwith,  to  give  an  Ac- 
count why  he  had  returned  four  inftead  of  two 
Knights  for  that  Shire,  contrary  to  the  exprefs  Tenor 
of  the  Writ;  but  as  no  Member  thought  fit  to  make 
this  Complaint,  the  Affair  lay  dormant  till  the  18th 
of  November,  when  there  were  feverally  prefented  to 
the  Houfe,  a  Petition  of  the  Right  Hon.  nomas 
Parker,  commonly  called  Lord  Vifcount  Parker,  and 
Sir  Edward  Turner,  Bart,  two  of  the  Gentlemen  re- 
turned by  the  Sheriff;  and  alfo  a  Petition  of  theRight 
Hon.  Philip  Wenman,  Lord  Vifcount  Wernmn,  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  Sir  "James  Dajhwood,  Bart. 
the  two  other  Gentlemen  returned  by  the  Sheriff;  and 
alfo  a  Petition  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and  other 
Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Oxford,  whofe  Names 
were  thereunto  fubfcribed  ;  all  complaining  of  an  un- 
due Elecfion  and  double  Return  for  the  faid  County. 

The  Moment  thefe  Petitions  were  all  read,  a  Mo- 
tion was  made  by  the  Friends  of  the  two  firft  men^ 
tioned  Gentlemen,  whofe  Caufe  had  in  Oxfordjhire 
been  called  the  New  Intereft,  That  the  Matters  of 
the  faid  Petitions,  and  of  the  faid  double  Return, 
mould  be  heard  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe.  But  the 
Friends  of  the  two  laft  mentioned  Gentlemen,  whofe 
Caufe  had  in  Oxford/hire  been  called  the  Old  Intereft, 
being  of  Opinion,  that  the  Merits  of  the  Return 
ought  to  be  firft  heard  and  determined,   they  were 

againft 
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Afino  1754.  againft  the  Qiteftion's  being  put  upon  this  Motion, 
and  therefore  they  moved  for  the  previous  Queftion, 
viz.  Whether  the  Queftion  upon  this  Motion  fhould 
be  now  put,  or  no.  Becaufe,  if  the  previous  Quef- 
tion had  been  carried  in  the  Negative,  they  would 
have  had  an  Opportunity  to  have  moved  for  appoint- 
ing a  fhort  Day  to  confider  of  the  Return  for  Oxford- 
Jhire,  and  for  ordering  the  High-Sheriff  to  attend,  in 
order  to  give  his  Reafons  why  he  had  returned  four 
inftead  of  two  Knights  for  that  Shire.  But  this  the 
Friends  of  the  New  Intereft  were  refolved  to  prevent, 
therefore  they  infifled  upon  their  Motion,  and  as  they 
were  joined  by  almoft  all  the  Courtiers,  the  previous 
Queftion,  which,  when  moved  for,  muft  always  be 
firft  put,  was,  after  a  long  Debate,  carried  in  the 
Affirmative  by  a  great  Majority ;  whereupon  the 
Queftion  was  put  of  courfe  upon  their  Motion,  and 
likewife  carried  in  the  Affirmative ;  after  which  the 
Matters  of  the  faid  Petitions,  and  of  the  faid  Rouble 
Return,  were  ordered  to  be  heard  at  the  Bar  of  that 
Houfe,  upon  Tuefday  the  3d  of  December  then  next. 

November  20,  it  v/as  ordered,  that  the  Petitioners  in 
each  of  the  feveral  Petitions,  complaining  of  an  undue 
Election  and  double  Return  for  the  County  of  Oxford^ 
fhould  by  themfelves,  or  by  their  Agent,  or  Agents,  mu- 
tually deliver  to  each  other,  or  to  the  refpective  Agent 
or  Agents  of  each  other,  a  Lift  or  Lifts  of  the  Perfons 
objected  to,  who  voted  for  the  Candidates,  whofe 
Election  and  Return  were  contefted  by  fuch  Petition- 
ers refpectively ;  giving,  in  the  faid  Lift  or  Lifts,  the 
feveral  Heads  of  Objection,  and  diftinguifhing  the 
fame  againft  the  Names  of  the  Voters  excepted  to  ; 
and  that  the  faid  Lifts  fhould  be  delivered  by  the 
28th  of  November.  And  it  was  alfoor^ge'd,  that  the 
Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Crown  mould  atten^Pfeat  Houfe  on 
the  3d  of  December  then  next,  with  the  Return,  made  by 
the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Oxford^,  to  the  Writ  iftued 
for  electing  two  Knights  of  the  Shire,  to  ferve  in  the 
then  prefent  Parliament  for  the  faid  County.  After 
which  a  Motion  was  made  by  the  Friends  of  the  Old 
Intereft,  That  Thomas  Blackall^  Efq;  High-Sheriff  for 
the  County  of  Oxford^  fhould  attend  that  Houfe  upon 
Tuefday  the  3d  of  December  then  next  5  but  this  being 

oppofed 
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oppofed   by  the  Friends  of  the   New  Intereft,    the   Anno  1754. 
Queftion  was,    after  a  long  Debate,    carried  in  the  " 
•Negative. 

December  3,  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Hearing  of  the  Matters  of  the  faid  three 
Petitions,  and  of  the  faid  double  Return  ;  and  the 
Counfel  being  called  in,  the  faid  three  Petitions  were 
read,  after  which  were  read  the  {landing  Order  of  the 
Houfe,  made  the  1 6th  of  January,  1735,  for  retrain- 
ing the  Counfel  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe,  or  before 
the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  from  of- 
fering Evidence  touching  the  Legality  of  Votes  for 
Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  any  County, 
Shire,  City,  Borough,  Cinque-Port,  or  Place,  con- 
trary to  the  laft  Determination  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons :  As  alfo  the  {landing  Order  of  the  Houfe, 
made  the  18th  of  March,  1727,  That  in  all  Cafes  on 
double  Returns,  where  the  fame  fhali  be  controvert- 
ed, either  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe,  or  in  Committees 
of  Privileges  and  Elections,  the  Counfel  for  fuch 
Perfon,  who  fhali  be  firffc  named  in  fuch  double  Re- 
turn, or  whofe  P.eturn  fhali  be  immediately  annexed 
to  the  Writ,  or  Precept,  fhali  proceed  in  the  firft 
Place.  Upon  this  the  Return  being  looked  into,  it 
from  thence  appeared,  that  the  Lord  fflenman  was  flrft 
named  therein,  and  his  Counfel  having  declared  that 
they  were  alfo  Counfel  for  Sir  'James  Dafhvjood,  and 
for  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and  other  Freeholders  of 
Oxford/hire,  whofe  Cafe  was  the  fame  with  that  of 
Lord  Wenman,  they  were  directed  to  proceed.  Ac- 
cordingly they  began  with  opening  the  general  Nature 
of  their  Cafe,  after  which  the  Return  was  read,  and 
the  Poll-Books  produced,  from  whence  they  alledged, 
that  the  Lord  Wenman  and  Sir  James  Dajhwood  had  the 
Majority  of  Votes  upon  the  Poll,  which  being  admit- 
ted by  the  Counfel  on  the  other  Side,  they  then  proved 
by  feveral  WitnefTes,  that  after  clofing  the  Pol],  the 
Sheriff  did  declare  the  Majority  of  Votes  to  be  in 
Favour  of  thefe  two  Gentlemen,  and  that  he  then 
adjourned  the  Court  from  the  23d  of  April  to  the  8th 
of  May,  fo  that  the  Scrutiny,  demanded  and  granted 
on  the  Behalf  of  the  Lord  Parker  and  Sir  Edward 
^furrier,  did  not  begin  till  May  the  o,th3  when  a  Difpute 

arofe 
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Anno  1754.  ^rofe  about  the  Method  of  carrying  it  on ;  for  it  wat 
propofed  by  Lord  Wenman  and  Sir  James  Dajhwoody 
that  the  Sheriff  fhould  carry  it  on  by  allowing  each 
refpective  Side  to  object  to  one  Vote  alternately,  and 
to  examine  and  determine  every  Vote  thus  objected  to, 
before  proceeding  to  another;  or  otherwife,  that  he 
fhould  carry  it  on  either  by  Plundreds  or  by  Parifhes, 
and  that  one  Hundred,  or  one  Parifn,  fhould  be  fully 
fcrutinized  by  both  Sides  before  proceeding  to  another. 
On  the  other  Hand,  the  Sheriff  propofed  to  allow 
Lord  Parker  and  Sir  Edward  Turner  to  make  all  their 
Objections  through  the  whole  Poll  againft  the  Voters 
for  their  Antagonifts,  who  fhould  then  be  allowed  to 
anfwer  thefe  Objections,  and  then  to  make  their  Ob- 
jections through  the  whole  Poll  againft  the  Voters  for 
Lord  Parker  and  Sir  Edward  Turner^  which  Objecti- 
ons Lord  Parker  and  Sir  Edward  Turner  fhould  in  the 
Jail  Place  have  Leave  to  anfwer ;  which  Method  was 
objected  to  by  Lord  Wenman  and  Sir  James  Dajhwoody 
becaufe  it  might  induce  the  other  Side  to  make  fuch  a 
Number  of  frivolous  Objections,  that  they  could  not 
have  Time  to  anfwer  one  Half  of  them,  much  lefs  to 
make  any  Objections  of  their  own,  as  the  Writ  was 
returnable  the  31ft  of  that  Month  :  Neverthelefs  the 
Sheriff  infifted  upon  his  own  Method,  but  declared, 
that  if  the  Scrutiny  fhould  not  be  finifhed  on  both 
Sides,  before  the  Return  of  the  Writ,  it  would  b? 
fmitJefs, 

They  further  proved,  that  as  Lord  Wenman  and  Sir 
James  Dajhwood  had  foretold,  the  Objections  made  to 
their  Voters  were  fo  numerous,  that  though  moft  of 
them  appeared  to  be  frivolous,  even  by  the  Witneffes 
Brought  to  prove  them,  yet  they  took  up  the  Time  of 
the  Court  until  the  27th  of  May  inclufive  ;  fo  that 
they  did  not  begin  to  anfwer  any  of  thefe  Objections 
•ftntil  the  28th,  and  on  the  30th,  before  they  had  an- 
fwered  the  Objections  to  any  more  than  between  fifty 
and  fixty  of  their  Voters,  the  Sheriff  put  an  End  to 
the  Scrutiny,  and  made  the  Return  which  was  then 
before  the  Houfe.    ■ 

After  having  brought  this  Proof,  the  Counfel  in- 
fifted, that  as  they  had  eftablifhed  a  Majority  upon  the 
Poll,  and  fhewn  that  this  Majority  neither  was,  nor 

could 
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could  be  overthrown  by  fuch  an  unfmifhed  Scrutiny,  Anno  1754. 
it  was  incumbent  upon  the  Counfel  on  the  other  Side 
to  proceed  upon  the  Merits  of  the  Election,  by  en- 
deavouring to  overthrow  that  Majority  which  they 
were  in  PolTeftion  of,  and  confequently  the  Objecti- 
ons to  the  Qualifications  of  the  Voters  ought  to  begin 
on  the  other  Side. 

Upon  this  the  Counfel  on  both  Sides  being  directed 
to  withdraw,  a  long  Debate  enfued  upon  the  Queftion, 
Whether  the  Counfel  for  Lord  Wenman,  &c.   fhould 
be  directed   to  proceed  now  upon  the  whole   of  the 
Merits  of  the   laid  Election   on  their  Part ;    which 
Queftion  was  at  laft  carried  in  the  Affirmative  by  262 
to  117.     And  the  Counfel  on  both  Sides  being  called 
in,  and  acquainted  with  this  Refolution,  the  Counfel 
for  Lord   JVenman9    &c.   proceeded    accordingly,  and 
propofed   to  difqualify  540   of  the  Voters   for   Lord 
Parker  and  Sir  Edward  Turner  ;  but  it  being  then  late, 
the  further  Hearing  of  this  Affair  was  adjourned -till 
the  5th,  when  the  Lifts  of  the  Perfons  objected  to  on 
both  Sides  were  delivered  in  by  the  refpedtive  Coun- 
fel, and  the  Counfel  for  Lord  lVenman9  &c.  examined 
feveral   Witneffes   for  proving  the  Partiality   of   the 
Sheriff  in  Favour  of  Lord  Parker  and   Sir  Ed-ward 
Turner ;  and  for  proving  that  the  faid   Lord  Parker 
and  Sir  Edward  Turner,  and  their  Agents,  had  been 
guilty  of  Bribery  •  for  "which  Purpofe  they  likewife 
produced  a  Letter,  which  they  proved  to  be  the  Hand- 
writing of  the  faid   two    Gentlemen.     Then,   upon 
their  acquainting   the  Houfe   that  they  had  fmifhed 
their  general   Evidence,    and  that  they    propofed    to 
proceed  next  to  difqualify  particular  Voters,  the  fur- 
ther Hearing  of  this  Affair  was  adjourned  to  the  10th, 
when    they    began    to    difqualify   particular    Voters, 
which  they  continued  doing  on  the  12th,   17th,   19th, 
January  9th,   nth,   14th,   16th,  20th,  and  21ft;  on 
the  laft  of  which  Days  they  finifhed  and  fummed  up 
their  Evidence  :  And  on  January  23,  the  Counfel  for 
Lord  Parker  and  Sir  Edward  Turner  begs::  to  anfWer 
the  Objections  that  had  been  made  to  the  Partiality  of 
the  Sheriff,  to  their  having  been  guilty  of  Bribery, 
•with  which  they  alfo  charged  the  other  Side,  and  to 
their  feveral  particular  Voters,  which  they  continued 

to 


[     158    ] 

Anno  3754.   to  do  on  the  28th,  and  on  February  the  iff,  4th,  6tht 
8th,   nth,  and  13th,  on  the  laft  of  which  Days  they 
produced  Evidence  to  prove  that  cuftomary  Freeholds, 
or  cuftomary  Holdings,  had  voted  at  Elections  in  the 
Counties  of  Glamorgan,    Monmouth,  Ghucejler,  Wilts^ 
and  Hereford ;  and  that  the  cuftomary  Tenants  of  the 
Manor  of  Wood/lock,  in  Qxfordjhire,  had  been  reputed 
to  have  a  Right  to  vote,  and  had  voted  at  Elections  for 
that  County.     February  15,  they  continued  to  anfwer 
the  Objections  to  their  particular  Voters,  as  they  did 
on  the  1 8th  and  22d,  when  they  finifhed  their  Anfwer, 
and  began  to  produce  Evidence  for  proving  their  Ob- 
jections to  522  of  the  Perfons  who  had  voted  for  Lord 
Wenman  and  Sir  James  Dajhwood,  which  they  conti- 
nued to  do  on  the  25th,  27th,  March  the  ift,  6th, 
8th,  nth,  13th,  15th,  1 8th,  20th,   and  22d,  when 
they  finifhed  their  Objections,  and  fummed  up  their 
Evidence ;  and  April  the  7th,  the  Counfel  for  Lord 
Wenman,  &c.   began  to  anfwer  the  Objections  that 
had  been  made  to  their  Conduct  at  the  Election,  to 
reply  to  what   had  been   offered  in   relation  to  the 
cuftomary  Freeholders  in  Wiltjhire,  and  to  anfwer  the 
Objections  to  their  particular  Voters,  which  they  con- 
tinued to  do  on  the  8th,  gth,  12th,   14th,  15th,  16th, 
1 8th,  and  19th,  when  they  finifhed  their  Reply  -9  and 
the  further  Hearing  of  this  Affair  was  adjourned  to 
the  23d,  when  an  End  was  to  be  put  to  this  tedious 
Affair  :  But  we  muft  firft  obferve,  that  during  the' 
Courfe  of  thefe  Proceedings   many   particular   Que- 
ftions  were  debated,  moft,  if  not  all,  of  which  were 
determined,  by  a  great  Majority,  in  Favour  of  Lord 
Par  for  and  Sir  Edward  Turner ;  and  on  the  faid  23d 
of  April,  after  the  Counfel  for  thefe  two  Gentlemen 
had  been  heard,  in  Anfwer  to  the  Evidence  which  the 
Counfel  on  the  other  Side  had  produced  in  their  Reply, 
a  Motion  was  made  by  the  Friends  of  the  Old  Inte- 
reft,    "  That  all  Copyholders,  holding  their  Eftates 
w  by  Copy  of  Court  Roll,  riot  having  the  Words, 
<c  ad  Voluntate?n  Domini  ^  or,  at  the  JVill  of  the  Lord, 
"  inferted  in  the  Copies  by  which  fuch  Eftates  are 
<c  holden,    have  a   Right  to   vote   at   Elections    for 
"  Knights   of  the  Shire  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for 
"  that  Part  of  Great-Britain  called  England,  within 
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«f  the  Intent  and  Meaning  of  the  Laws  confining  the   Anno  1754. 
"  faid  Right   of   Election   to   Eftates   of    Freehold 
"  only." 

This  Motion  was  made  on  purpofe  to  have  a  Nega- 
tive put  upon  it ;  but  this  the  Friends  of  the  New 
Intereft  did  not  think  proper  to  have  done  upon  the 
prefent  Occafion,  and  therefore  they  moved  the  pre- 
vious Queftion,  which  was  carried  in  the  Negative  ; 
after  which  they  moved,  That  the  Right  Hon.  Philip 
JVenman,  Lord  Vifcpunt  TVenman,  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Ireland^  is  duly  elected  a'Knight  of  the  Shire  to  ferve 
in  this  prefent  Parliament  for  the  County  of  Oxford', 
whereupon  the  previous  Queftion  was  moved  for  by 
the  other  Side,  which,  after  a  long  Debate,  was  car- 
ried in  the  Affirmative,  by  233  to  105,  and  the  Que- 
ftion being  then  put  upon  the  Motion,  it  was  carried 
in  the  Negative ;  after  which  the  Lord  Parker  was 
voted  duly  elected,  Sir  James  Dafhwood  not  duly 
elected,  and  Sir  Edward  Turner  duly  elected  for  the 
faid  County  !  Whereupon  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
was  ordered,  and  he  according  amended  the  Return, 
by  erazing  the  Names  of  Lord  Wenman  and  Sir  James 
Dajhivood. 

There  were  fome  other  contefted  Elections  deter- 
mined during  this  Seilion,  but  nothing  very  remark- 
able happened  in  any  of  them,  except  that  for  the 
Borough  of  Mitchell^  m  Cornwall,  which,  in  the 
Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections, _  was  deter- 
mined in  Favour  of  the  fitting  Members  ;  but  upon 
the  Report,  which  was  by  Order  made  on  Monday^ 
March  24,  it  was  determined  by  the  PXoufe  in  Favour 
of  the  Petitioners,  and  the  Return  amended  accord- 
ingly, by  erazing  the  Names  of  Robert  Clivey  Efq; 
and  John  Stephenfon,  Efqj  and  inferting  the  Names  of 
Simon  Luttrelly  Efq;  and  Richard  HuJJey,  Efq;  in  their 
ftead. 

The  Total  of  the  Supply  granted  this  Seffion,  was 
4,073,779/.  one  Million  of  which  was  granted  to  his 
Majefty  for  enabling  him  to  augment  his  Forces  by 
Land  and  by  Sea,  20,000/.  Subfidy  was  granted  to 
the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  and  32,000/.  to  the  King  of 
Poland.  Little  or  no  Oppofition  Was  made  in  the 
Committee  of  Supply  to  thofe  Grants.     It  was  well 
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Anno  1754.  known  that  the  French  were  exerting  themfelves  at 
Brejl,  and  other  of  their  Ports,  in  fitting  out  a  pow- 
erful naval  Armament,  on  board  of  which  a  p-reat 
Body  of  Land  Forces  v/as  to  be  embarked ;  and  they 
made  no  Secret,  that  the  whole  was  defigned  to  fup~ 
riort  their  Settlements  in  North- America.  It  was  evi- 
dent, that  the  Court  of  VerfaUles  would  never  have 
ventured  upon  this  bold  Meafure  in  the  then  imperfect 
State  of  their  Marine,  had  they  not  trufted  to  the  Su- 
periority of  their  Land  Force  in  Europe  for  invading 
his  Majefly's  German  Dominions,  and  thereby  en- 
gaging him  to  make  a  Peace  upon  their  own  Terms. 
For  this  Reafon  it  was  that  thofe  foreign  Subfidies 
met  with  no  Oppofition  in  the  Committee  of  Supply. 
Amongft  the  other  Refolutions  made  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  for  paying  this  Money,  one  was, 
cc  That  a  Sum  of  Money,  not  exceeding  one  Million, 
be  raifed  by  Way  of  Lottery;  100,000/.  thereof  to 
be  deducted  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Public,  and  the  re- 
maining 900,000/.  to  be  charged  on  the  Produce  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  at  the  Rate  of  3/.  per  Cent,  per 
Annum,  to  commence  from  the  5th  of  Ja?mary  1756. 
The  Tickets  to  be  10/.  each;  two  Pounds  whereof 
to  be  paid  down  at  the  Time  of  fubfcribing  by  Way 
of  Depofit;  fuch  Subfcription  to  be  finally  clofed  at 
Five  o'Clock  in  the  Afternoon  of  the  15th  of  this 
inftant  April ;  and  in  Cafe  a  larger  Sum  than  the  faid 
Million  (hall  be  fubfcribed  within  the  faid  Term,  a 
proportionable  Reduction  upon  fuch  Excefs  fhali,  as 
near  as  poffible,  be  made  out  of  each  Subfcriber's 
Share."  This  Particular  is  mentioned  here,  as  a 
Proof  of  the  Diftrefs  the  Government  was  at  this 
Time  under  to  raife  Money.  And  indeed  the  Lottery 
did  not  pafs  the  Houfe  of  Commons  without  fome 
Animadverfion ;  particularly  the  following  Speech 
which  was  made  againft  it. 

e  Mr.  Speaker, 
c  We  are  now  called  upon  by  our  Sovereign,  and, 
perhaps,  required  by  the  State  of  our  Affairs,  to  form 
fome  Scheme  for  the  Supply  of  extraordinary  Ex- 
pences, 

«  To 
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*  To  contrive  any  new  Means  of  fupplying  the  Anno  1754. 
Wants  of  the  Government,  muff,  be  allowed  to  be 
very  difficult  in  a  State  like  that  of  the  Brit ijh  Nation; 
a  Nation  overwhelmed  with  Taxes,  which,  if  we 
may  judge  of  the.  future  by  the  pail,  are  never  to  be 
remitted  ;  and  encumbered  with  Debts,  which  no 
Continuance  of  JPeace  is  likely  to  make  lefs,  though 
not  only  every  War,  but  every  diftant  Sound  of  War, 
is  fuffered  to  increafe.  Some  Expedient  muft,  how- 
ever, be  found  in  Days  of  Neceffity,  even  by  thofe 
who  have  negligently  fuffered  all  Expedients  to  be  ex- 
haufted.  We  are  told  that  the  Danger  of  pur  Coun- 
try now  urges  us  to  raife  Money,  and  the  only  Que- 
stion is,  by  what  Means  it  fhall  be  raifed. 

'  Our  Undertakers  of  pecuniary  Bufinefs  do  not9 
Indeed,  feem  to  think  with  much  Intenfenefs  upon 
this  Exigence,  however  perplexing  and  diftrefsful  to 
vulgar  Understandings.  They  may  perhaps  talk  of 
Enquiry  and  Deliberation,  but  under  all  the  Gravity 
of  public  Counfellors,  they  are  probably  laughing  at 
thofe  whofe  Inexperience  in  minifteriai  Practices,  or 
Zeal  for  the  general  Intereft,  difpofes  them  to  enquire 
with  Sollicitude,  or  deliberate  with  Serioufnefs.  The 
Factors  between  the  Treafury  and  the  Public  are  never 
without  a  Scheme  fufficient  for  the  prefent  Purpofe, 
and  therefore  proportionate  to  the  Wilhes  of  Men, 
who  provide  only  for  the  prefent  Hour  5  and  while 
they  can  fupply  the  Demand  of  the  Year,  are  little 
inclined  to  look  forward  to  another.  While  others 
are  endeavouring  to  difcover  how  the  State  may  be 
iupplied,  without  Injury  to  Individuals,  thefe  Men 
repofe  at  Eafe  upon  a  Support  which  never  fails  ;  and 
at  laft  expect,  the  Thanks  of  the  Public  for  preparing 
a  Lottery. 

c  On  this,  therefore,  as  on  former  Occafions,  a 
Lottery  is  to  be  tried*  I  am  fo  far  of  the  fame  Opi- 
nion with  thofe  whom  I  oppofe,  that  I  believe  a  Lot- 
tery likely  to  produce  the  Sum  defired,  perhaps  a  much 
greater  Sum,  and  in  much  lefs  Time  than  the  Term 
limited.  The  Efficacy  of  their  Scheme  I  readily  ad- 
mit, but  the  moil  efficacious  Methods  are  not  always 
thofe  which  ought  firft  to  be  tried,  or  to  be  made  ufe- 
lefs  by  frequent  Practice;  they  are  more  properly  re- 
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Anno  1754.  ferved  to  Times  of  Danger,  as  the  laft  Refuge  oF 
Diftrefs,  and  to  be  tried  only  when  others  have 
failed.  To  no  fuch  Time,  Sir,  are  we  yet  come, 
and  therefore  I  am  unwilling  yet  to  raife  Money  by  a 
Lottery. 

6  It  is  known  to  every  Man  who  looks  upon  the 
World,  that  Vice,  like  other  fublunary  Things,  has 
its  Variations  and  Viciffitudes,  that  at  certain  Times 
a  particular  Species  of  Wickednefs  grows  unfafhion- 
able  and  obfolete,  and  fome  new  Mode  of  Licentiouf- 
nefs  rifes  up  by  Accident  or  Example,  which  for  a 
Time  feduces  a  Community,  and  then  gives  Way  to 
fome  Crime  of  more  Novelty  and  greater  Attraction. 
The  great  Duty  of  Government  is  to  obferve  the  pre- 
dominant Corruption,  and  to  provide  Antidotes  for 
the  prefent  epidemical  Difeafe  of  their  Morals ;  nor 
can  any  Man  more  grofly  betray  his  Truft,  than  he, 
who  being  placed  as  the  Superintendant  of  the  People, 
fhall  inflame  a  Paffion  already  too  hot  to  be  reftrained 
by  the  Laws,  and  diffufe  the  Contagion  of  a  Vice 
which  is  already  catching  Man  after  Man,  and  fpread- 
ing  from  one  Rank  of  the  Community  to  another. 

6  The  mortal  Difeafe  of  the  prefent  Generation  is 
Well  known  to  be  the  Love  of  Gaming ;  a  Defire  to 
emerge  into  fudden  Riches  ;  a  Difpofition  to  ftake  the 
future  againft  the  prefent,  and  commit  their  Fortunes, 
themfelves,  and  their  Pofterity  to  Chance.  The  Con- 
fequence  of  this  pernicious  Paffion  is  hourly  feen  in 
the  Diftrefs  of  Individuals,  the  Ruin  of  Families,  the 
Extravagance  and  Luxury  of  the  fuccefsful,  and  Ragec 
and  Fraud  of  thofe  that  mifcarry ;  this,  therefore,  is 
the  Vice,  at  leaf!  one  of  the  Vices,  againft  which  the 
whole  Artillery  of  Power  mould  be  employed.  From 
Gaming  the  People  mould  be  difluaded  by  Inftru&ion, 
withdrawn  by  Example,  and  deterred  by  Punifnment, 
To  game,  whether  with  or  without  good  Fortune, 
fhould  be  made  ignominious  ;  he  that  grows  rich  by- 
it  ought  to  be  deemed  as  a  P^obber,  and  he  that  is  im- 
peverifhed  as  a  Murderer  of  himfelf. 

<  Yet,  what  are  the  Men  entrufted  with  the  Adm?- 
niftration  of  the  Public  now  propofing  ?  What,  but 
to  increafe  this  Luft  of  irregular  Acquifition,  and  to 
■  invite  the  whole  Nation  to  a  Practice  which  the  Laws 
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condemn,  which  Policy  difapproves,  and  which  Mo-   Anno  1754* 
rality  abhors  ?  For  what  is  a  Lottery  but  a  Game  ? 

c  Let  us  confider  the  Motives  that  fill  every  Lottery 
with  Subfcribers,  who  feldom  know,  or  care  to  know, 
the  Terms  on  which  they  advance  their  Money,  or 
number  the  Chances  of  Gain  or  Lois.  The  Ground 
of  this,  as  of  every  other  Adventure,  is  the  Hope  of 
Profit.  But  in  other  Adventures  the  Poflibility  of 
Profit  is  in  exact  Proportion  to  the  Share  of  the  capi- 
tal Stock,  and  therefore  Hope  has  lefs  Opportunity  to 
delude  with  Dreams  of  Wealth  ;  but  in  a  Lottery  the 
whole  Distribution  is  given  up  to  Chance,  with  whom 
every  Man  is  at  Liberty  to  believe  himfelf  a  Favour- 
ite, and  whofe  Bounty  he  therefore  anticipates  in  Pro- 
portion to  the  natural  Sanguinenefs  of  his  Temper. 

6  The  Perfons  who  rifk  their  Money  in  Lotteries 
are,  I  believe,  for  the  moft  Part,  the  needy  or  extra- 
vagant ;  thofe  whom  Mifery  makes  adventurous,  or 
Expence  makes  greedy.  And  of  thefe,  the  needy  are 
often  ruined  by  their  Lofs,  and  the  luxurious  by  their 
Gain.  He  whofe  little  Trade,  induftrioufly  purfued, 
would  find  Bread  for  his  Family,  diminifhes  his  Stock 
to  buy  a  Ticket,  and  waits  with  Impatience  for  the 
Hour  which  mail  determine  his  Lot ;  a  Blank  deflroys 
all  his  Hopes,  and  he  finks  at  once  into  Negligence 
and  Idlenefs.  The  Spendthrift,  if  he  mifcarries,  is 
not  reclaimed;  but  if  he  fucceeds,  is  confirmed  in  his 
Extravagance,  by  finding  that  his  Wants,  however 
multiplied,  may  be  fo  eafily  fupplied. 

*  It  is  univerfaily  allowed,  that  Reward  mould  be 
given  only  to  Merit,  and  that  as  far  as  human  Power 
can  provide,  every  Man's  Condition  mould  be  regu- 
lated by  his  Merit.  This  is  the  great  End  of  efta- 
blifhed  Government,  which  Lotteries  feem  purpofely 
contrived  to  counteract.  In  a  Lottery,  the  good  and 
bad,  the  worthlefs  and  the  valuable,  the  ftupid  and 
wife,  have  all  the  fame  Chance  of  Profit.  That 
Wealth  which  ought  only  to  be  the  Reward  of  hcneft 
Induflry,  will  fall  to  the  Lot  of  the  Drone,  whofe 
whole  Merit  is  to  pay  his  Stake  and  dream  of  his 
Ticket. 

c  If  yet  the  whole  Mifchief  is  the  Riches  of  a  few 

Sluggards,  this  Practice,  though  it  could  not  be  com- 
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Anno  1754.  mended,  might  be  borne  ;  but  it  is  dangerous  to  teach 
Mankind  a  Way  to  Riches,  which  requires  neither 
Skill  nor  Induftry  to  travel.  All  Men  naturally  de- 
fire  Wealth,  and  moft  Men  are  naturally  averfe  from 
Labour ;  and  therefore  eafily  encourage  the  Hops 
which  promifes  the  Attainment  of  what  they  wifh., 
and  an  Efcape  from  what  they  dread.  The  Sight  of 
one  thus  fortuitouily  blefted  with  Affluence  and  riot- 
ing in  Plenty,  which  was  the  Gift  of  a  lucky  Moment, 
will  flop  Hundreds  in  the  Career  of  Diligence  ;  they 
will  gaze  a  while  with  Envy,  and  then  think  on 
Imitation;  they  will  grow  impatient  of  the  flow  Profit 
of  their  Callings,  and  refolve  to  wait  upon  that  for- 
tunate Wheel,  which  can  at  once  fet  them  free  from 
their  irkfome  Bufmefs3  and  make  Life  a  perpetual 
Holiday. 

c  Of  thefe  the  greater  Part  will  necefTarily  be  difap^ 
pointed,  but  their  Frenzy  is  Md^m  cured,  they  con- 
tinue to  defpife  Labour,  and  live  on  with  indolent 
Expectation  of  another  Lottery,  which,  like  the 
former,   mocks  them  with  Difappointment. 

'  Induftry  and  Frugality  are  the  only  Caufes  of 
national  WTealth  ;  but  Lotteries  lure  the  diligent  from 
their  Work,  and  entice  the  frugal  to  Expence.  ■  Lot- 
teries may  be  truly  faid  to  have  made  many  poor,  but 
none  rich.  The  Prefents  of  Fortune  are  feldom  huf- 
banded  with  much  Care,  or  employed  to  any  other 
Purpofe  than  that  of  expensive  Vanity,  or  luxurious 
Vice.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  I  fhall  not  be  cenfured 
as  oppo'flng  the  Miniftry  from  Perverfenefs  or  Caprice,, 
if  I  declare,  that  I  am  defirous  to  raife  the  Sum  now 
required  rather  by  any  other  Method  than  that  of  a 
Lottery/ 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  r ,000,000/.  Ster- 
ling was  granted  to  his  Majefty,  to  enable  him  to 
augment  his  Forces  by  Land  and  by  Sea.  This  was 
in  confequence  of  a  Meflage  which  Sir  Thomas  Robin- 
fori,  Secretary  of  State,  brought  from  the  King  on  the? 
27th  of  March,  which  was  as  follows  :  "  His  Majefty' 
having,  at  the  Beginning  of  this  Sefiion,  declared, 
that  his  principal  Object  was  to  preferve  the  public 
Tranquillity,  and  at  the  fame  Time  to  protect  thofe 
1     '  Poffef- 


PoiTeffions  which  make  one  great  Source  of  the  Com-   Anno  1754, 
merce  and  Wealth  of  "his  Kingdoms,   now  finds  it 
neceffary  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Commons,   that 
the  prefent  Situation  of  Affairs  make   it  requisite  to 
augment  his  Forces  by  Sea  and  by  Land,  and  to  take 
fuch  other  Meafures,  as  may  bell  tend  to  preferve  the 
general  Peace  of  Europe ,  and  to  fecure  the  juft  Rights 
and  PofTemons  of  his  Crown  in  America,  as  well  as  to 
jepel  any  Attempts  whatfoever  that  may  be  made  t© 
fupport  or  countenance  any  Defigns  which  may  be 
formed  againft  his  Majefty  and  his  Kingdoms  ;  and 
iiis  Majefty  doubts  not,  but  his  faithful  Commons  (©a 
whofe  Affection  and  Zeal  he  entirely  relies)  will  en- 
able him  to  make  fuch  Augmentation,  and  to  take 
fuch  Meafures  for  the  Support  of  the  Honour  of  his 
Crown,  and  the  true  Interefts  of  his  People,  and  for 
the  Security  of  his  Dominions  in  the  prefent  critical 
Conjuncture,    as  the  Exigency  of   Affairs    may  re- 
quire ;  in  doing  which,  his  Majefty  will  have  as  much 
Regard  to  the  Eafe  of  his  good  Subjects,  as  (hall  be 
confiftent  with  their  Safety  and  "Welfare." 

As  foon   as  it  was  read,    Mr.   Secretary  Roblnfon 
irood  up,  and  after  a  fhort  Speech,  fhewing  the  Wif- 
dom  of  his  Majefty's  Meafures,  moved  ,as  follows : 
6C  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty  5 
to  return  him  the  Thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  his  mofl 
gracious  Meflage;  and  to  exprefs  the  entire  Confi- 
dence this  Houfe  has  in  his  Majefty's  conftant  Atten- 
tion to  preferve  the  public  Tranquillity,  to  maintain' 
the  Commerce  and  true  Interefts  of  his  People,  and 
to  fecure  the  juft  Rights  and  PofTemons  of  his  Crown, 
againft  all  Attempts  whatfoever;  to  affure  his  Majefty, 
that  his  faithful  Commons  will,  with  the  utmoft  Zeal 
and  Affection  for  his  Royal  Perfon,  Family,  and  Go- 
vernment, effectually  enable  his  Majefty  to  make  fuch 
Augmentation  of  his  Forces,  by  Sea -and  Land,  and 
to  take  fuch  Meafures  for  the  Security  of  his  Domi- 
nions, the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  his  People,  and 
the  juft  Rights  and  PofTemons  of  his  Crown,  as  mall 
be  found  neceffary  in  the  prefent  Conjuncture ;  and 
that  they  will,  with  the  greateft  Vigour  and  Refolu- 
tion,  ftand  by  and  fupport  his  Majefty,  in  repelling 
every  Attempt  that  may  be  made  to.  countenance  or 
M  3  fuppoit 
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Anno  1755.   fupport  any  Defigns,  which  may  be  formed  againft: 
'  his  Majefty  and  his  Kingdoms." 

This  was  agreed  to  nemine  contradicente,  and  an  Ad- 
drefs  purfuant  thereto  drawn  up  and  prefented  next  Day 
by  the  whole  Houfe.  To  which  his  Majefty  returned 
a  moll  gracious  Anfwer  as  follows,  viz, 

<c  Gentlemen, 
"  I  return  you  my  Thanks  for  this  very  feafonable 
<c  and  affectionate  Addrefs.  The  Chearfulnefs  and 
ee  Unanimity  with  which  you  have  alfured  me  of  your 
<c  Zeal  and  Readinefs  to  enable  me  to  maintain  the 
<c  juft  Rights  of  my  Crown,  and  the  Interefts  of  my 
cc  Subjects,  give  me  the  greateft  Satisfaction  ',  and 
*c  you  may  rely  upon  my  beft  Endeavours  to  attain 
"  the  great  and  national  Ends,  which  are  fo  effenti- 
u  ally  neceflary  to  the  Welfare  of  my  People." 

And  this  Menage  being  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Supply,  the  faid  Sum  was  granted  in  purfuance 
thereof. 

On  the  15th  of  November,  prefently  after  the  Com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs  to  be 
prefented  to  his  Majefty,  Mr.  William  Pitt,  Paymafter- 
General,  ftood  up,  and  very  pathetically  fet  forth  the 
Hardfliips  to  which  the  Out-penfsoners  of  Chelfea- 
College  were  then  expofed,  by  the  Method  of  paying 
their  Penfions ;  for  after  a  poor  fuperannuated  or  dis- 
abled Soldier  was  admitted  to  the  Penfion,  by  the  then 
Method,  no  Part  of  it  was  to  be  paid  to  him,  until  a 
Year  after  his  Admifiion,  by  which  he  was  laid  under 
a  Neceffity  to  borrow  Money  for  his  prefent  Subfift- 
ence,  on  Terms  of'en  oppreftive  and  ufurious,  from 
ferfons  whom  they  for  that  Reafon  called  their  Ufu- 
rers  ;  and  being  thus  at  firft  laid  under  this  fatal 
Neceflity,  they  continued  under  it  as  long  as  they 
lived,  as  few,  if  any,  of  them  could  ever  in  one  Year 
fave  as  much  out  of  what  they  borrowed  from  their 
Ufurer,  as  was  fufficient  for  fupporting  them  for  the 
following.  To  remedy  this  Grievance,  which  lay  fo 
heavy  upon  thefe  poor  deferring  Men,  he  propofed  to 
have  it  enacted,  that  all  Alignments,  Sales,  Orders, 
or  Securities  of  Money  to  become  due,  on  Account 

of 
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»f  the  faid  Penfion,*  to  be  granted  by  any  Out-pen-  Anno  1754. 
floner,  who  fhould  be  admitted  thereto  after  December 
25.,  17545  fhould  be  null  and  void;  and  that  every 
fuch  renfioner  fhould  on  his  Admiffion  receive  in 
Advance  fuch  Proportion  of  the  Pennon,  as  fhould 
be  equal  to  the  remaining  Number  of  Days  of  the 
current  hajf  Year  then  unexpired,  after  which  he 
fhould  on  his  Appearance,  or  Affidavit  that  he  was 
living  during  the  Whole  or  Part  of  the  half  Year 
preceding,  and  reciting  the  Place  of  his  Abode,  con- 
tinue to  receive  the  faid  Penfion  in  Advance  by  half 
yearly  Payments.  And  as  to  Penfioners  then  already 
admitted,  or  that  fhould  be  admitted,  on  the  Penfion- 
Lift  before  December  2^,  1754,  he  propofed,  that  they 
fhould  receive  their  Penfions  according  to  the  Rules 
and  Regulations  then  eftablifhed,  until  that  Day,  and 
from  thenceforth  to  receive  the  fame  in  Advance,  as 
before  propofed,  and  that  all  Securities  for  Money  to 
become  due  on  the  faid  advanced  half  yearly  Payments 
fhould  be  declared  to  be  null  and  void.  He  further 
propofed,  that  in  order  to  defray  the  Expence  of  re- 
ceiving and  paying  thefe  Penfions  regularly,  one  Shil- 
ling in  the  Pound  fhould  be  deducted  out  of  all  Monies 
applicable  thereto,  to  be  difpofed  of  as  his  Majefty  by 
'his  Sign  manual  fhould  direct  ;  and  that  if  any  Agent 
or  Clerk  fhould  exadt  any  Fee  or  Gratuity  on  any 
Account  whatfover,  relative  to  the  faid  Penfion,  he 
fhould  forfeit  his  Office,  together  with  the  Sum  of 
100/.  and  be  deemed  incapable  of  ferving  his  Majefty 
in  any  Office  or  Employment  whatfoever.  And  he 
concluded  with  moving  for  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  the  Relief  of  the  Out- penfioners  of  the  Royal 
Hofpital  at  Cbelfea,  which  was  immediately  granted, 
and  he,  the  faid  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  James  Grenville,  Col. 
Conway,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Se- 
cretary at  War,  Mr.  Attorney-Genera],  and  Mr. 
'Xbornhaugh,  were  ordered  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
fame.  Accordingly,  the  Bill  was  prefented  by  the 
faid  Mr.  Pitt  on  the  19th,  afterwards  pafled  both 
Houfes  without  the  leaft  Oppofition,  and  received  the 
Royal  Affeiit  December  1 9,  to  the  great  Joy  of  all  the 
poor  Out-penfioners,  and  the  equal  Difappointment  of 
their  old  Ufurers. 

M  4  Jfcy* 


[    i68    ] 

Anno  1754.  Nov.  28,  Leave  was,  upon  Motion,  given  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  punifhmg  Mutiny  and  Defertion,  and  for 
the  better  Payment  of  the  Army,  and  their  Quarters  ; 
and  Mr.  Secretary  at  War,  Mr.  Thomas  Gore,  and 
Mr.  Nugent,  were  ordered  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
fame.  December  3,  it  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Gore,  read  a  firfc  Time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
fecond  Time  :  The  5th,  it  was  read  a  fecond  Time, 
and  committed  :  The  9th,  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  Committee  on  the  faid  Bill,  and  made  fome 
Progrefs  ;  and  on  the  nth,  after  reading  the  Order 
of  the  Day,  a  Motion  was  made,  and  it  was  ordered, 
that  it  be  an  Inftruction  to  the  laid  Committee,  that 
they  have  Power  to  receive  a  Claufe,  or  Clanles,  to 
provide  that  all  Officers  and  Soldiers,  of  any  Troops 
being  muttered  and  in  Pay,  which  are,  or  fbali  be 
raifed  in  any  of  the  Brltljh.  Provinces  in  America,  by 
Authority  of  the  refpeciive  Governors  or  Govern- 
ments'thereof,- fhall,  at  all  Times,  and  in  all  Places, 
when  they  happen  to  join,  or  act  in  Conjunction  with 
his  Majeily's  Brltijh  Forces,  be  liable  to  martial  Law 
and  Difcipline,  in  like  Manner^  to  all  Intents  and 
Purpofes,  as  the  Britijh  Forces  are,  and  fliall  be  fub- 
jecVto  the  fame  Trial,  Penalties,  and  Punifhments  ; 
after  which  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Commit- 
tee on  the  faid  Bill,  and  went  through  the  fame  with 
feveral  Amendments,  and  with  the  Addition  of  a 
Claufe  in  purfuance  of  this  Instruction  ;  and  on  the 
14th,  the -Report  was,  according  to  Order,  made  by 
Mr.  Weft,  when  the  Amendments,  of  which  this  ad- 
ditional Claufe  was  one,  were  agreed  to,  and  the  B1.1J 
ordered  to  be  ingrolled.  On  the  16th,  a  Motion  be- 
iag  made,  that  the  faid  ingroffed  Bill  mould  be  now 
read  a  third  Time,  a  Petition  of  William  Bollan,  Efqj 
Agent  for  his  Majcfty's  Province  of  Maffachufefs  Bay, 
in  America,  relating  to  the  faid  additional  Claufe,  was 
offered  to  be  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  a  Motion 
made  for  bringing  it  up,  but  after  feme  Debate,  the 
Queftion  Wfcs  carried  in  the  Negative ;  and  the  Bill 
being  re?d  a  third  Time,  was  palled  and  fent  to  the 
Lords  ;  where  it  was  pafied  without  any  Amendment^ 
and -received  the  Royal  Aflent  on  the  J9t.l1. 
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January  15,  there  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  Anno  1755. 
read,  a  Petition  of  the  Merchants  and  others  con- 
cerned in  the  Whale-Fifhery,  reciting  the  feveral  A£ts 
paired  for  the  Encouragement  of  that  Fifhery,  by 
granting  a  Bounty  of  405.  per  Ton,  upon  all  Ships 
employed  therein ;  which  faid  Bounty  was  to  have 
Continuance  until  the  25th  of  December,  1757,  and 
from  thenceforth  to  the  End  of  the  then  next  Sef- 
fion  of  Parliament;  and  fetting  forth  the  great  Sue- 
cefs  of  that  Branch  of  Commerce,  and  the  many  Ad- 
vantages attending  it,  but  that  if  the  Bounty  was  not 
further  continued,  many  Perfons  would  be  deterred 
from  engaging  in  it,  and  thofe  then  concerned  therein 
could  not  poftjbly  continue  to  carry  it  on,  againft  the 
fuperior  Skill  and  Dexterity  of  the  Dutch,  acquired 
by  their  long  Experience  in,  and  almoft  fole  Enjoy- 
ment of,  that  valuable  and  important  Branch  of  Com- 
merce ;  whereas,  if  Provifion  was  made  to  continue 
the  Bounty  for  a  further  Term,  under  the  then  pre- 
fent,  or  fuch  other  Regulations,  as  the  Houfe  mould 
think  fit,  it  would  give  great  Power  to  the  Efforts  of 
the  Perfons  concerned,  and  greatly  increafe  the  Num- 
ber of  Adventurers  ;  and  that  if  a  further  Duty  was 
laid  on  all  foreign  Whalebone  imported,  and  no  Draw- 
back allowed  upon  the  Exportation  of  the  fame,  it; 
would  be  a  great  Benefit  to  that  Trade,  and  prevent 
feveral  Frauds  that  might  otherwife  be  committed  ; 
and  therefore  praying  the  Houfe  to  take  the  Premifes 
into  Confideration,  &c. 

This  Petition  being  referred  to  a  Committee,  a  Pe- 
tition was  the  fame  Day  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and 
read,  from  Thomas  'Hood,  'James  Manby,  and  Leonard 
Bowles,  of  London,  Merchants,  fetting  forth,  that 
each  of  them  had  fitted  out  a  Ship  the  preceding 
Spring,  which  three  Ships  being  every  Way  fitted  out 
according -to  Law,  had  failed  in  April  for  the  Whale- 
Fifhery  in  the  Greenland  Seas,  but  were  all  unfortu- 
nately, and  unavoidably  loft,  with  three  Whales  on 
board ;  and  exprefling  their  Hope,  that  the  Owners 
of  fuch  Ships,  fo  unfortunately  loft,  would  be  deemed 
equally  deferving  of  the  Encouragement  given  by 
JLaw,  with  the  Owners  of  Ships  which  had  made 
prosperous    and    fuccefsfu!   Voyages  y    and    therefore 
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Anno  1755.  Pray*ng  tne  Houfe  to  take  their  unhappy  Cafe  into 
Confideration,  &c. 

This  Petition  was  likewife  referred  to  a  Committee, 
and  February  11,  Mr.  Cooke  made  the  Report  from 
this  laft  Committee,  which  was  referred  to  the  Con- 
fideration of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe.  The 
next  Day  Mr.  Ofwald  made  the  Report  from  the 
former  Committee,  which  v/as  likewife  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  :  And  the  flrft  of  thefe 
Reports  having  been  taken  into  Confideration  by  the 
Committee  on  the  17th,  the  Houfe  the  next  Day, 
upon  the  Report,  agreed  to  their  Refolutions,  which 
were,  that  the  faid  three  Ships  were  properly  fitted  out 
for  a  Voyage  to  the  Greenland  Seas,  and  there  unavoid- 
ably loft ;  and  that  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Treafury 
be  impowered  to  direct  (if  they  think  fit)  the  Pay- 
ment of  the  Bounty  which  the  Petitioners  would  have 
been  intitled  to,  in  cafe  the  faid  Ships  had  performed 
their  Voyages,  and  all  Matters  required  by  the  Acts 
of  Parliament  had  been  performed.  The  19th  the 
Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  to  confider  of 
the  fecond  of  thefe  Reports  ;  and  the  next  Day,  upon 
a  Report  from  this  Committee,  made  by  Mr,  Hardinge, 
their  Refolutions  were  agreed  to,  which  were,  that  an 
Act.  made  in  the  2 2d  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent 
Majefty,  for  the  further  Encouragement  and  Enlarge-* 
ment  of  the  Whale-Fifhery,  which  was  to  be  in  Force 
unto  December  25,  1757,  and  from  thence  to  the  End 
of  the  then  next  Seilion  of  Parliament,  be  further 
continued;  and  that  the  Bounty  of  405.  ^r Ton,  on 
all  Ships  employed  in  the  Whale-Fifhery,  according 
to  the  Directions  of  the  Acts  relating  thereto,  and 
which  is  payable  by  the  Receivers-General  of  the 
Cufloms  in  England  and  Scotland  refpectively,  be  paid 
by  the  faid  Receivers  out  of  any  Monies  remaining  in 
their  Hands.  After  which,  the  faid  Act  of  the  2 2d 
of  his  prefent  Majefty  being  read,  it  was  ordered,  that 
Leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  purfuant  to  the  faid 
Refolutions,  and  to  explain  and  amend  the  faid  Act ; 
and  that  Mr.  Hardinge  and  Mr.  Ofwald  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  fame. 

Accordingly,  March  3,  Mr.  Hardinge  prefented  to  the 
Koufe,  a  Bill  for  continuing^  explaining  and  amending 
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the  feveral  Acls  of  Parliament  made  for  the  further  En-   Anno  175?; 
couragement  of  the  Whale-Fifhery,  carried  on  by  his 
Majefty's  Subjects  ;  which  was  then  read  a  firft  Time, 
and  on  the  5th  it  was  read  a  fecond  Time,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe.     March  10, 
after  reading  the  Refolutions  relating  to  the  three  loft 
Ships,  it  was  ordered,  That  it  be  an  InftrucYion  to 
the  Committee  on  the  faid  Bill,  that  they  have  Power 
to  receive  a  Claufe,  or  Claufes,  purfuant  to  the  laft  of 
the  faid  two  Refolutions.      On  the  17th  there  was 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read,  a  Petition  of  feveral 
Merchants  and  Owners  of  Ships,  alledging,  thatfmall 
Ships,    under  200  Tons,    are  lefs  expensive  to   the 
Nation,   much   fitter  for  the  faid  Trade,    a   greater 
Nurfery  for  Sailors,    and  under  lefs  Temptation  to 
commit   Frauds,    than    large  Shipping;    and  fetting 
forth,  that  two  fmall  Ships  were  fent  out  laft  Year 
without  the  Bounty,  to  try  the  Experiment,  by  which 
Means  the  Ufefulnefs  of  fmall  Shipping  in  the  faid 
Trade  was  found    out ;    and  therefore   praying   the 
Houfe  to  grant  the  Petitioners  fuch  Encouragement, 
as  to  the  Houfe  may  feem  fit :  Which  Petition  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Confideration  of  a  Committee ;  and  on 
the    22d,    Mr.   Alderman  Baker  made   the    Report, 
which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 
On  the  26th,  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid 
Committee,  and  nextDay  their  Refolutions  were  agreed 
to  by  the  Houfe,  as  follow :   That  Ships  under  the 
^Burthen  of  200  Tons,  have  by  Experience  been  found 
fit  to  fifh  for  Whales  in  Davis's  Streights,  and  the 
Greenland  Seas  ;    and  that  the  Bounties  of  40  s.  per 
Ton,  now  given  to  Ships  of  200  Tons,  and  upwards, 
be  granted  and  paid  to  Ships  under  that  Burthen,  irt 
Proportion  to  their  Tonnage ;  fuch  Ships  conforming 
to  the  Regulations  prefcribed  to  Ships  of  200  Tons : 
After  which  an  Inftruction  was  given  to  the  Commit- 
tee upon  the  Bill,  that  they  have  Power  to  receive  a 
Claufe,  or  Claufes,  purfuant  to  the  faid  Refolutions. 
April  10,  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
on  the  Bill,  and  having  gone  through  the  fame,  with 
feveral  Amendments,  Mr.  Hardinge  made  the  Report 
the  14th,  when  the  Amendments  were  agreed  to;  but 
the  Houfe  bems;  informed,  that  another  Amendment 
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Afina  1755.  might  be  proper  to  be  made,  the  Bill  was  recommitted, 
with  Refpect  thereunto,  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  into  which  the  Houfe  immediately  refolved  it- 
felf,  and  made  the  Amendment  propofed,  which  Mr. 
Weft,  by  Order,  reported  the  next  Day,  when  the 
fame  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill  ordered  to  be  in- 
grofTed,  the  following  Words,  viz.  and  to  authorize 
the  Payment  of  the  Bounty  to  Thomas  Hood,  and  other s9 
upon  three  Ships  fitted  out  for  the  f aid  Fijhery,  and  loft  in 
the  Greenland  Seas,  having,  been  added  to  the  Title 
hy  the  Committee.  On  the  17th,  the  Bill  was  read 
the  third  Time,  and  fent  to  the  Lords,  where  it  was 
agreed  to  without  any  Amendment,  and  received  the 
Royal  Affent  at  the  End  of  the  Sellion. 

By  this  Act  the  feveral  former  Acts  for  encouraging 
the  Whale-Fifhery  were  continued  to  December  25, 1 764, 
and  from  thence  to  the  End  of  the  next  Seffion  of 
Parliament ;.  and  the  moll  material  new  Regulations 
introduced  by  this  Act  are,  That  every  Ship  mail 
have  on  board  an  Apprentice  indentured  for  three 
Years  at  leaft  for  every  50  Tons  Burthen ;  that  no 
Ship  fhall  be  intitied  to  the  Bounty  for  above  400 
Tons,  but  no  Ship  above  that  Burthen  obliged  to  fit 
out  and  be  manned  otherwife  than  as  a  Ship  of  400 
Tons  ;  that  Ships  under  the  Burthen  of  200  Tons 
Should  be  intitied  to  the  Bounty  in  the  Terms  of  the 
Inflection  before  mentioned ;  and  that  the  Owner  of 
any  Ship  to  be  employed  in  this  Fifhery,  as  by  Law 
directed,  may  infure  the  Bounty  to  which  he  would 
be  intitied  upon  the  Return  of  the  Ship.  But  the  Houfe 
very  wifely  refufed  to  comply  with  the  laffc  Requeft 
of  the  Petitioners  which  related  to  foreign  Whalebone, 
as  it  would  have  been  giving  a  Sort  of  Monopoly  to 
our  own  People,  and  might  have  been  of  bad  Confe- 
rence to  our  Tranfport  Trade, 

•  January  16,  there  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and 
read,  a  long  Petition  of  the  Society  of  the  Free  BritiJJj 
Fifhery,  letting  forth  ibrne  Difputes  between  them 
•and  the  Commrffioners  of  the  Cuftoms,  about  paying 
the  3/.  per  Cent,  allowed  them  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
on  all  Sums  actually  employed  by  them  in  the  Fifhery; 
together  with  fome  other  Hardships  they  laboured  un- 
der; and  praying  Relief.     This  Petition  was. at  firft 
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•rdered  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ;  but  on  February  19,    Anno  1755* 
it  was  again  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  ;  and  March  3,  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf 
into   the  faid  Committee,    when  feveral  Refolutions 
were  agreed  to  in  the  Committee,  and  being  reported 
en  the  5th  by  Mr.  Alderman  Bethell,  they  were  all 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  and  were  as  follow  :  Firft,  That 
the  Payment  of  the  Intereft  of  3/.  per  Cent,  per  Annum  on 
the  Sum  of  104,509  /.  computed  from  Ottober  1 1,  1750, 
to  Gclober  11^   1752,  made  to  the  Petitioners,  by  the 
Commiiiioners  of  his   Majefty's   Cuftoms,  under  the 
Act  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intitled,  An  Acl;  for  the 
Encouragement   of   the   JBritifh    White-Herring- Fijhery9 
fhall  be  deemed  a  good  and  valid  Payment,  and  that 
the  faid  Society  fhall  not  be  liable  to  any  Deduction 
from,   or  Reimburfement  of,  the  faid  Sum,    or  any 
Part  thereof.     Secondly,  That  all   future  Computa- 
tions of  Intereft,  payable  to  the  Society  of  the  Free 
Britijh  Fifhery,   in  Refpect  of  any  additional   Sums 
already  paid  in,  or  hereafter  to  be  paid  in,  over  and 
above  the  faid  104,509/.  ought  to  be  made  from  the 
Day,  or  Days,  on  which  each  Sum  refpecti  vely  was, 
or  fhall  be,  paid  into  the  Bank  of  England*,  in  order 
to  be  expended  or  employed    in    the   faid  Fiiheries. 
Thirdly,  That  fo  much  of  the  faid  Acl:,*  as  directs 
that  no  Transfer  fhall  be  made  of  any  of  the  Stock  or 
Share  of,  or  in  the  Share  of  500,000/.  directed  by  the 
faid  Act  to  be  the  capital  Stock  of  the  Society  of  the- 
Free  Britijh  Fifhery,  for  the  Space  of  five  Years,  from 
the  Date  of  their  Charter  *,  be  continued  for  the  Space 
of  five  Years,  from  and  after  the  Expiration  of  the  faid 
Term  of  five  Years.     Fourthly,  That  the  Allowance 
of  3/.  per  Cent,  and  the  Bounty  of  30  s.  per  Ton,  grant- 
ed by  the  faid  Act  to  the  faid  Society,  fhall  be  paid  to 
them  yearly,  for  and  during  the  Space  of  three  Years, 
from  the  Expiration  of  the  fourteen  Years  limited  by 
the  faid  Act.     Fifthly,    That  the  Petitioners   be  at 
Liberty  to  lett  out  to  Hire  to  any  private  Perfons,  any 
of  their  Bufies,    to  be  employed  in  the  faid  Fifhery 
only,  under  fuch  Regulations  and  Reftrictions,  as  the  ' 
Petitioners  are  fubject  to.     Sixthly,  That  the  Peti- 
tioners be  at  Liberty  to  fim  in  any  Part  of  the  narrow 

*  nth  of  Ociobsr,   1750. 

Seas, 
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Anno  1755.  Seas.  Seventhly,  That  the  Petitioners  ought  not  t<* 
be  liable  to  a  Forfeiture  of  the  Bounty  of  505.  per 
Ton,  given  by  the  faid  Acl:,  in  refpe£t  only  of  their 
not  arriving  at  one  of  the  Places  by  the  faid  Act  ap- 
pointed for  the  Rendezvous  of  the  VefTels  employed 
in  the  faid  Fifhery,  on  the  Days  for  that  Purpofe 
named  and  appointed  by  an  Aft  of  the  26th  of  his 
prefent  Majefty,  made  for  amending  and  explaining 
the  faid  Acl;  of  the  23d  of  his  faid  Majefty,  provided 
fuch  VefTels  do  take  their  Departure  for  fuch  refpeclive 
Places  of  Rendezvous,  at  leaft  ten  Days  before  the 
refpe&ive  Days,  in  and  by  the  faid  laft-mentioned 
Acl:,  named  and  appointed  for  their  being  at  fuch 
refpeclive  Places  of  Rendezvous,  and  that  the  faid 
VefTels  be  fitted  out  in  all  Refpec~ts  conformable  to  the 
Regulations  of  the  faid  Acl.  Eighthly,  That  in  the 
Abfence  of  the  Governor,  Prefident,  and  Vice-Prefi- 
dent  of  the  faid  Society,  from  any  Meeting  of  the 
Court  of  the  Council  of  the  faid  Society,  the  Mem- 
bers then  prefent,  being  at  leaft  feven  in  Number,  be 
at  Liberty  to  chufe  one  of  their  Number  to  prefide  for 
that  Time,  in  fuch  Court  of  the  Council,  and  that 
all  Acts  done  by  fuch  Court  of  the  Council,  be  as- 
good  and  valid,  to  all  Intents  and  Purpofes,  as  if  fuch 
Governor,  Prefident,  or  Vice-Prefident,  or  one  of 
them,  had  been  prefent  at  fuch  Court  of  Council. 

Thefe  Refolutions  being  all  thus  agreed  to,  it  was 
ordered,  that  Leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfu- 
ant  thereunto ;  and  that  Mr.  Alderman  Bethell,  Sir 
John  Philipps,  the  Lord  Ditpplin,  Mr.  Nortbey,  Sir 
Walter  Blackett,  Mr '.  Townjhend,  Mr.  Chancellor 'of  the 
Exchequer,  Mr.  Alderman  Bedford,  Mr.  Alderman 
Richard  Bedford,  and  Sir  James  Creed,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  fame.  On  March  14,  an  Account  of  Re- 
ceipts and  Difburfements  by  the  faid  Society,  from  De~ 
cember  31,  1753,  to  December  31,  1754,  was  prefented  to 
the  Houfe,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table ;  and  on 
the  19th  Mr.  Alderman  Bethel/  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
(according  to  the  faid  Order)  a  Bill  for  further  explain- 
ing, amending,  and  rendering  more  effectual  an  A£t,  made 
in  the  23d  Year  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intitled,  An 
An  for  the  Encourage?nent  of  the  BritifTi  White -Herring-' 
Flfjcry,  and  for  giving  further  Encouragement  for  the; 

carrying 
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carrying  on  the  faid  Fifhery,  and  for  other  Purpofes  Anno  1755. 
therein  mentioned  ;  which  Bill  was  then  read  a  firft 
Time  :  On  the  21ft  it  was  read  a  fecond  Time,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  ;  and 
on  the  25th  an  Instruction  was  ordered  to  the  faid 
Committee,  that  they  have  Power  to  receive  a  Claufe, 
or  Claufes,  to  prevent  any  Difficulties  in  afcertaining, 
getting  in,  and  receiving,  all  fuch  Sums  of  Money  as 
fhould  for  the  future  become  due  and  payable  by  Law, 
as  a  Duty  of  6d.  per  Month,  from  all  Seamen,  who 
were  or  mould  be  employed  in  the  Service  of  the 
Britijh  White  -Herri  ng-Fimery,  for  the  Support  of  the 
Royal  Hofpital  at  Greenwich.  On  the  27th  the  Com- 
mittee went  through  the  Bill  with  feveral  Amend- 
ments, which  were  reported  by  Mr.  Alderman  Betbell, 
April  3,  and  being  all  agreed  to,  the  Bill,  with  the 
Amendments,  was  ordered  to  be  ingrofTed.  On  the 
8th,  it  was  read  a  third  Time,  pafTed,  and  fent  to  the 
Lords,  where  it  was  agreed  to  without  Amendment, 
and  received  the  Royal  AiTent  at  the  End  of  the 
Seflion. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  1755,  his  Majefty  went  to 
the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  put  an  End  to  the  Seffior* 
with  the  following  Speech. 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"  r  I ~^HE  many  eminent  Proofs  which  you  hav* 
6C  JL  given  of  your  Duty  and  Affection  to  my 
"  Perfon  and  Government,  during  the  Courfe  of 
•?  this  Seflion  of  Parliament,  have  afforded  me  the 
cc  greatefr.  Satisfaction ;  and  the  Zeal  you  have 
4£  fhewn  for  fupporting  the  Honour,  Rights,  and 
<c  Poffellions  of  my  Crown,  has  been  no  lefs  agree- 
<e  able  to  me. 

<c  My  Defire  to  preferve  the  public  Tranquillity 
"  has  been  fincere  and  uniform  :  I  have  religioufly 
"  adhered  to  the  Stipulations  of  the  Treaty  of  Aix- 
<c  la-Chapelle,  and  made  it  my  Care  not  to  injure  or 
**  give  juft  Caufe  of  Offence  to  any  Power  whatfo- 
*'  ever  j  but  I  could  never  entertain  a  Thought  of 
ci  purchafmg  the  Name  of  Peace  at  the  Expence  of 
M  fuffering  Encroachments  upon,  or  of  yielding  up, 

"  what 
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Anno  1755.  cc  what  is  juftly  belonging  to  Great-Britain,  either  bf 
ancient  Poueflion  or  by  folemn  Treaties :  Your 
"  Vigour  and  Firmnefs  on  this  important  Qccafioir 
6C  have  enabled  me  to  be  prepared  for  fuch  Contin- 
<c  gencies  as  may  happen.  If  reafonable  and  honour- 
<c  able  Terms  of  Accommodation  can  be  agreed  up- 
"  on,  I  fliall  be  fatisfied  in  all  Events.  I  mail  rely 
"  on  the  Juflice  of  our  Caufe,  the  effectual  Support 
"  of  my  People,  and  the  Protection  of  the  Divine 
f6  Providence." 

tc  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

<c  I  return  you  my  Thanks  for  the  neccfiary  Pro- 
<c  viflons  you  have  made  for  the  Service  of  the  cur- 
<c  rent  Year :  The  extraordinary  Supply  which  you 
"  have  granted  me  towards  augmenting  my  Forces  by 
ec  Sea  and  Land,  is  fuch  a  Proof  of  your  Confidence 
"  in  me,  and  of  your  conftant  Attention  to  the  Ser- 
**  vice  of  your  Country,  that  I  cannot  fufficiently 
<c  exprefs  the  Satisfaction  I  take  in  this  feafonable 
*c  Care  of  the  Safety  of  my  Kingdoms  and  Domini- 
"  ons,  or  in  the  Evidence  it  has  produced  of  the  Ex- 
cc  tent  of  our  public  Credit,  and  of  the  Zeal  of  my 
"  Subjects  in  this  Conjuncture. " 

<c  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

<c  I  have  nothing  to  defire  of  you,  but  Readily  ta 
cc  purfue  thofe  good  Principles  which  you  have  fo 
«c  folemnly  profeffed  to  me,  and,  with  fo  much  Ho- 
*c  nour  to  yourfelves,  adhered  to.  ; 

<c  Let  it  be  your  Endeavour  to  maintain  Tranquil- 
cc  lity  and  good  Order  in  your  feveral  Counties,  and 
"  to  cultivate  in  my  good  Subjects  juft  Notions  of  my 
<c  Government  and  Meafures,  which  are,  and  fliall 
"  always  be  directed  to  their  Happinefs  and  Profpe- 
«  rity." 


A  LIST 
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A  LIST  of  the  Public  ACTS  puffed  during  this 
Semon. 

AN  Act,    For  granting  an  Aid  to  his  Majefly   by    Anno  175^ 
a  Land-Tax  of  2s.   in  the  Pound. 

An  Act,  For  continuing  and  granting  Duties  upon 
Malt,  Mum,  Cyder  and  Perry. 

An  Act,  For  punifhing  Mutiny  and  Defertion^  and  for 
the  better  Payment  of  the  Army  in  their  Quarters. 

A  Bill,  For  the  Relief  of  the  Out- Penfi oners  of 
Chelfea-Hofpital. 

A  Bill,  To  indemnify  Members  of  Corporations,  who 
have  omitted  to  take  the  Oaths  of  Office,  and  allowing  them 
further  Time  for  that  Purpofe. 

An  Act,  For  vefing  Montague-Houfe  in  Trujlees^ 
and  enabling  them  to  convey  it  to  the  Trujlees  of  the 
Britim  Mufeum  for  a  general  Rep&ftory. 

An  Act,  For  preventing  the  holding  of  any  Market  in 
the  High  Street  in  the  Borough  of  Southwark. 

An  Act,  For  e/iablijhing  a  Ferry  acrofs  the  Thames 
from  Ratcliff  to  Rotherhithe. 

An  Act,  For  enlightening  the  Streets,  Sec.  efSt.  Bar- 
tholomew the  Great,  in  the  City  of  London. 

An  Act,  For  enlightening  the  Streets,  ejlablijhing  d 
Watch,  Sec.  in  the  City  of  Briftol. 

An  Act,  For  enlightening  the  Streets,  Sid  at  Leeds j 
in  Yorkfhire. 

An  Act,  For  allowing  further  Time  for  the  Inrollmeni 
of  Deeds  and  Wills  made  by  Papifts. 

An  Act,  For  raifng  One  Million,  by  Way  of  Lottery^ 

An  Act,  For  granting  a  certain  Sum  out  of  the  Sinking 
Fund. 

An  Act,  For  Relief  of  infolvent  Debtors* 

An  Act,  For  building  a  Square  in  and  near  Dean's- 
Yard,  Weftminfter. 

An  Act,  For  regulating  his  Majeflfs  Marine  Forces 
while  on  Shore. 

An  Act,  For  regulating  Places  of  public  Entertain** 
ment,  he. 

An  Act,  For  enabling  the  Inhabitants  of  South wark 
to  hold  a  Market  within  the  laid  Parijhi 

Vox,  Y\  N  An 
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Anno  1755.  An  A&,  For  the  letter  Supply  of  Mariners  and  Sea* 
men. 

An  A&,  For  encouraging  the  White  Herring  and 
Whale  Fijheries. 

An  A&,  For  the  Prefervation  of  the  Game. 

An  A&,  For  the  Prefervation  of  the  Roads. 

An  A&,  For  preventing  thefpreading  of  the  Dijlemper 
among-  the  Homed  Cattle, 
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THE 

Hiftory   and  Proceedings 

O  F    T  H  E 

SECOND    SESSION 

OF    THE 
Eleventh  Parliament  of   Great-Britain* 

On  the  13th  of  November,  1755,  the  Parliament  met  at 
Weftminfter,  when  his  Majejly  went  to  the  Houfe  of 
Peers)  and  made  the  following  Speech* 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"  rT^HE  prefent  critical  Conjun&ure  of  Affairs,  ^Anno  1755* 
"     JL     and  my  conftant  Inclination  to  have  the  Ad- 
"  vice  and  Afliftance  of  my  Parliament  on  all   im- 
"  portant  Occafions,  have  made  me  defirous  to  meet 
"  you  here  as  early  as  poffible, 

"  Since  your  laft  Seffion,  I  have  taken  fuch  Mea- 
<c  fures  as  might  be  moft  conducive  to  the  Protection 
"  of  our  PofTeffions  in  America,  and  to  the  regaining 
"  of  fuch  Parts  thereof,  as  had  been  encroached  up- 
"  on,  or  invaded,  in  Violation  of  the  Peace,  and 
"  contrary  to  the  Faith  of  the  moft  folemn  Treaties. 

"  For  this  Purpofe,  the  maritime  Force  of  this 
ic  Kingdom  has  been  got  ready  with  the  utmoft  Ap- 
"  plication  and  Expedition,  and  been  principally  em- 
<c  ployed  ;  fome  Land  Forces  have  been  fent  from 
"  hence  to  North  America  \  and  all  proper  Encourage- 
"  ment  has  been  given  to  the  feveral  Colonies  there, 
<c  to  exert  themfelves  in  their  own  Defence,  and  in 
"  the  Maintenance  of  the  Rights  and  PofTeffions  of 
<c  Great-Britain. 

"  With  a  fincere  Defire  to  preferve  my  People  from 

**  the  Calamities  of  War,  as  well  as  to  prevent,  in 

N  2  «  the 


[    i8o    ] 

Anno  1755.  cc  the  midft  of  thefe  Troubles,  a  general  War  from 
being  lighted  up  in  Europe^  I  have  been  always  ready 
™  to  accept  reasonable  and  honourable  Terms  of  Ac- 
"  commodation ;  but  none  fuch  have  hitherto  been 
"  propofed  on  the  Part  of  France.  I  have  alfo  con- 
"  fined  my  Views  and  Operations  to  hinder  France 
€c  from  making  new  Encroachments,  or  Supporting 
sc  thofe  already  made  ;  to  exert  our  Right  to  a  Satis- 
"  faction  for  Hoit-ilities  committed  in  a  Time  of  pro- 
"  found  Peace ;  and  to  difappoint  fuch  Defigns,  as, 
<c  from  various  Appearances  and  Preparations,  there 
64  is  Reafon  to  think,  have  been  formed  againft  my 
it  Kingdoms  and  Dominions. 

61  By  thefe  Methods,  I  have  purfued  the  Plan  which 
cc  I  formerly  pointed  out  to  you,  and  for  which  I  had 
ee  the  Satisfaction  to  receive  the  ftrongeft  AiTurances 
"  of  your  vigorous  Support. 

<c  What  other  Power  can  object,  to  Proceedings  fo 
"  abfolutely  necefTary  to  our  own  Defence  and  Secu- 
"  rity  ?  My  good  Brother,  the  King  of  Spain^  fees  with 
€c  Concern  thefe  Differences,  and  the  Part  which  he 
*'  generoufly  takes  in  the  common  Welfare  of  Europe^ 
"  makes  him  earneftly  wifh  the  Prefervation  of  the  p'uh- 
"  lie  Tranquillity.  He  has  alfo  given  Afiurances,  that 
<c  he  will  continue  jn  the  fame  pacific  Sentiments.  * 

45  In  purfuing  thefe  great  Ends,  I  make  no  Doubt 
"  of  the  vigorous  and  chearful  Support  of  my  Parlia- 
«c  ment ;  and  that  whilft  I  am  engaged  in  this  juft  and 
*£  national  Caufe,  the  affectionate  Afiurances  which 
4£  they  gave  me  the  laft  Seffion,  will  be  effectually 
<c  made  good.  In  Confequence  thereof  I  have  greatly 
<£  increafed  my  naval  Armaments,  augmented  my 
"  Land  Forces  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  might  be  the 
u  leaf!;  burthenfome,  ,and  have  concluded  a  Treaty 
<c  with  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  and  another  with  the 
"  Landgrave  of  Hejfe-Cajjel,  which  fhall  be  laid  be- 
'"  fore  you." 

ci  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

lc  I  have  ordered  the  proper  Officers  to  lay  before 
u  you  Eftimates  for  the  Service  of  the  enfuing  Year, 
<c  and  likewife  Accounts  of  the  extraordinary  Ex- 
"  peaces  which  have  been  made  this  Year,  inrurfu- 

ance 
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cc  ance  of  the  Power  given  me  by  Parliament.     I  fee   Anno  1755. 

"  with   great  Concern,    that  the   necefTary   Services 

"  before-mentioned  will  require  large  Supplies.    Ia(k 

"  only  fuch  as  mall  be  requifite  for  the  efre&ual  car- 

Ci  rying  on  of  thofe  Meafures,  which  mall  be  necef- 

"  fary  to  fupport  what  has  been  begun,  according  to 

<c  your  Inclination,  for  the  Security  of  my  Kingdoms 

*c  and  Dominions,,  and    for  the  Purpofes  which  have 

ec  been   already  mentioned  to    you.     Whatever  you 

"  grant  mail,  with  the  ftri<5teft  CEconomy,  be  *ap- 

"'  plied  to  thofe  Ufes  only  for  which  it  fhall  be  given. '* 

*c  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

cc  I  rely  upon  your  Duty  and  good  AfFe&fons, 
cc  which  I  have  fo  often  experienced.  There  never 
"  was  a  Situation  in  which  my  Honour  and  the  eiTen- 
<c  tial  Interefts  of  Great-Britain,  called  more  ftrongly 
"  for  your  Zeal,  Unanimity,  and  Difpatch." 

The  Houfe  of  Commons,  after  a  Debate,  agreed 
to  the  following  Addreft* 

The  bumble  ADDRESS    of  the   Houfe   ef  Common:* 
to  the  KING. 

"  Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

*'  \lirE  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
cc  yy  Subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain^ 
"  in  Parliament  affembled,  beg  Leave  to  return  your 
"  Majefty  our  humble  Thanks  for  your  moft  gra- 
*'  cious  Speech  from  the  Throne  ;  and  to  congratu- 
*e  late  your  Majefty  upon  your  fafe  and  happy  Return 
"  into  thefe  Kingdoms. 

"  With  Hearts  full  of  Gratitude  we  offer  to  your 
cc  Majefty  our  dutiful  Acknowledgements  for  your 
"  paternal  Care  and  Endeavours  to  preferve  to  your 
"  People  the  Bieilings  of  Peace ;  and  when  Terms 
■"  connftent  with  the  true  Intereft  of  this  Kingdom 
*c  could  not  be  obtained,  for  the  great  Expedition 
<c  with  which  your  Majefty  caufed  your  naval  Force 
"  to  be  got  ready ;  and  the  Magnanimity  and  Refo- 
"  lution  your  Majefty  has  ftiewn,  at  the  Hazard  of 
*<  all  Events,  to  defend  the  Britifi  Dominions  in 
N  3  "  America^ 
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Aniio  X755.  <c  America,  not  only  encroached  upon,  but  openly 
<c  attacked,  by  the  French,  in  a  Time  of  full  Peace, 
"  and  further  threatened  and  endangered  by  a  large 
"  Embarkation  of  Troops  from  Europe. 

"  We  are  truely  fenfible  of  your  Majefty's  great 
<c  Wifdom  and  Moderation,  in  being  defirous,  though 
*c  fo  highly  provoked,  to  liften  to  a  reafonable  Ac- 
<c  commodation;  and  in  endeavouring  to  avoid  the 
*<  Calamities  of  a  general  War,  by  confining  your 
"  Operations  to  Meafures  neceflary  for  Defence ;  a 
<c  Conduct  which  muft  demonftrate  to  the  other 
"  Powers  of  Europe,  the  Uprightnefs  of  your  Maje- 
<c  fty's  Intentions,  and  convince  them,  that  your 
*c  Majefty  is  not  the  Aggreflbr. 

"  The  King  of  Spain's  generous  Concern  for  the 
*c  common  Welfare  of  Europe,  and  the  Affurances  he 
ci  has  given  your  Majefty  of  his  Defire  to  preferve  the 
f*  public  Tranquillity,  give  us  the  greateft  Satis? 
«c  faction. 

-"  We  beg  Leave  to  aflure  your  Majefty,  that  your 
<c  dutiful  and  faithful  Commons  will  vigorously  and 
"  chearfully  fupport  your  Majefty  in  all  fuch  wife 
"  and  neceflary  Meafures  and  Engagements,  as  your 
"  Majefty  may  have  taken,  to  vindicate  the  juft  Rights 
*c  and  PofTeflions  of  your  Crown,  and  to  guard  againft 
"  any  Attempts  which  France  may  make,  on  Account 
"  of  your  Majefty's  not  having  fubmitted  to  her  un- 
*c  juftifiable  Encroachments  ;  and  that  we  think  our- 
cc  felves  bound  in  Juftice  and  Gratitude  to  aflift  your 
"  Majefty  againft  Infults  and  Attacks,  that  may 
<c  be  made  upon  any  of  your  Majefty's  Dominions, 
"  though  not  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  Great- 
"  Britain,  in  Refentment  of  the  Part  your  Majefty 
"  has  taken  in  a  Caufe,  wherein  the  Interefts  of  this 
"  Kingdom  are  immediately,  and  fo  efientially  con- 
u  cerned. 

"  We  are  humbly  thankful  to  your  Majefty,  for 
*«  your  tender  Care  in  directing  the  neceflary  Aug- 
<c  mentation  of  your  Land  Forces  to  be  made  in  the 
"  Manner  the  leaft  burthenfome  to  your  People. 

cc  We  aflure  your  Majefty,  that  your  faithful  Com- 
*c  mons  will  grant  your  Majefty  fuch  Supplies  as  fhall 
^  be  found  neceflary  in  this  great  Conjuncture;  and 

"  tha| 
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u  that  we  will,  in  all  our  Deliberations,  manifeft  to  the  Anno  1755; 
C€  World,  that  we  have  fincerely  at  Heart  the  Honour  \      -u-    _' 
"  of  our  King,  the  Support  of  his  Government,  and 
"  the  true  Intereft  of  this  Country." 

His  MAJESTY'S  ANSWER. 
<c  Gentlemen, 

c*  I  thank  you  for  this  dutiful  and  loyal  Addrefs. 
«  You  may  be  affured,  although  I  wifh  for  nothing 
«  more  than  a  fafe  and  honourable  Accommodation, 
"  I  am  determined  to  protect  and  maintain  the  valua- 
"  able  and  undoubted  Rights  and  Poftemons  of  my 
<c  Crown. 

"  Your  AiFurances,  that  you  will  affift  me  in  the 
"  Defence  of  my  foreign  Dominions,  if  they  mould 
"  be  attacked,  on  Account  of  the  Meafures  I  am 
"  purfuing  for  the  true  Intereft  of  thefe  Kingdoms, 
"  are  fuch  Proofs  of  your  Affection  to  me,  and  of 
"  your  Regard  to  my  Honour,  as  give  me  the  greateft 
«  Satisfaaion." 

The  critical  Situation  of  public  Affairs,  the  Pro- 
fpect  of  a  War,  and  the  Difagreements  among  the 
Minifters,  occafioned  great  Confufion  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  It  was  generally  thought  that  the  public 
Bufinefs  could  not  go  on  unlefs  another  Secretary  of 
State  was  appointed  in  the  Room  of  Sir  Thomas  Robin- 
fori)  now  Lord  Grantham,  becaufe  though  Mr.  Pitt 
and  Mr.  Fox  agreed  in  nothing  elfe,  they  united  in 
oppoflng  his  Meafures,  and  their  Intereft  was  fo  great 
in  the  Houfe,  and  their  Abilities  fo  univerfally  ac- 
knowledged, though  of  very  different  Kinds,  that 
every  Queftion  the  Court  got,  was  in  Fact  lofing  it. 
It  was  a  Thing  very  unufual  for  Gentlemen  who  held 
fuch  Pofts,  to  oppofe,  upon  every  Occafion,  a  Secre- 
tary of  State,  who  was  fuppofed  to  know  and  to  fpeak 
his  Mafter's  Sentiments.  This,  however,  was  the 
Cafe,  when  the  Treaties  of  Rujfia  and  HeJJe-Caffel 
v/ere  concluded  ;  but  to  take  off  one  Part  of  the  Op- 
pofition,  Sir  Thomas  Robin/on,  very  prudently,  the 
fecond  Day  of  the  Seflion,  refigned  the  Seals  of  Se- 
cretary of  State  into  his  Majefty's  Hands,  who  deli- 
N  4  vered 
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1 '..  ,-.-,'  j  Time,  having  declared  him felfagainft  the  new  Syftem 
of  foreign  Meafures,  was  fucceeded,  as  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  by  Sir  George  Lyttelton  (now  Lord 
Lyttelten)  ',  and  Lord  Barrington  fucceeded  Mr.  Fox  as 
Secretary  at  War. 

On  the  24th  of  November,  50,000  Seamen,  in- 
eluding  9138  Marines,  were  voted  for  the  Service  of 
the  Year  1756,  in  the  Committee  of  Supply,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe  upon  the  Report.  After  this, 
100,000/.  was  voted  as  a  Subfidy  to  the  Emprefs  of 
Rtijfia,  54,140/.  was  voted  to  the  Landgrave  of  Hejfe- 
CaJJel,  and  1 0,000 /.  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria.  But 
all  this  was  not  done  without  ftrong  Debates ;  for 
when  the  Treaties  with  Ruffia  and  Heffe-Cajfel  came  to 
be  confidered,  the  referring  them  to  a  Committee  was 
oppofed  in  both  Houfes :  In  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
they  were  approved  of  by  a  Majority  of  318  againft 
126  ;  and  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  by  84  againft  n. 

On  the  28th  of  November  his  Majefty  fent  the  fol- 
lowing MefTage  to  both  Houfes  refpecting  the  Earth- 
quake at  Lljbon. 

"  His  Majefty  having  received,  from  his  Ambafla- 
*lor  at  Madrid,  a  certain  Account  of  the  fatal  and 
deplorable  Event  that  happened  at  Lijbon  on  the  Firft 
inftant  by  an  Earthquake,  which  laid  wafte  almoft  all 
the  City,  and  deftroyed  many  Thoufands  of  the  Inha- 
bitants, in  Confequence  whereof,  thofe  who  remain, 
muft  be  reduced  to  the  utmoft  Diftrefs.  And  his 
Majefty  being  moved  with  the  greateft  Concern  for  fo 
good  and  faithful  an  Ally  as  the  King  of  Portugal,  and 
with  the  utmoft  Compailion  for  the  Diftrefies  to  which 
that  City  and  Kingdom  mull  be  reduced,  wherein  a 
great  Number  of  his  Majefty's  own  Subjects  were  refi- 
tlent,  and  many  more  interefted,  recommends  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  this  dreadful  and  extenfive  Calamity, 
which  cannot  fail  deeply  to  affect  the  Hearts  of  all 
Perfons  who  have  any  Senfe  of  Religion  or  Humanity  5 
and  defires  the  Concurrence  and  Aftiftance  of  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  in  fending  fuch  fpeedy  and  effectual 
Relief,  as  may  be  fui  tabic  to  fo  affecting  and  preiiing 
gj?  Exigency." 

This 
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This  Menage  produced  an  unanimous  Addrefs,  Anno  1755. 
thanking  his  Majefty  for  the  fame ;  and  on  the  8th  of 
December,  100,000/.  was  voted  in  the  Committee 
of  Supply,  for  aflifting  the  diftreffed  People  of  Por- 
tugal. As  they  flood  in  need  of  NecefTaries  of  Life 
as  well  as  the  Money,  great  Part  of  the  Sum  was  fent 
in  Rice,  Corn,  Flour,  a  large  Quantity  of  Beef  from 
Ireland,  and  many  other  NecefTaries  for  their  Relief. 
This  Supply,  which  was  fent  when  the  People  of 
England  were  themfelves  greatly  diftreffed  for  want  of 
Corn,  came  very  feafonably  to  the  Portugueze ;  and 
that  King  ordered  Mr.  Cajlres,  the  Britijh  Refident  at 
his  Court,  to  give  the  Preference  in  the  Diftribution 
to  the  Britijh  Subjects  who  had  fufTered  by  the  •  late 
Earthquake.  Accordingly,  about  a  thirtieth  Part  of 
the  Provifions,  and  2000/.  in  Money,  was  fet  apart 
for  that  Purpofej  and  his  Portugueze  Majefty  returned 
his  Thanks,  in  very  warm  Terms,  to  the  Britijh 
Crown  and  Nation. 

On  the  22d  of  'January,  the  Lord  Barrington,  Se- 
cretary at  War,  prefented  to  the  Houfe  an  Eftimate 
for  defraying  the  Charge  of  ten  new  Regiments  of 
Foot  for  the  Year  1756  ;  and  thofe  Regiments  were 
an  Addition  to  34,263  Land  Soldiers,  who  were  voted 
for  the  Service  of  the  fame  Year.  On  the  28th  of 
"January,  Mr.  Fox  prefented  to  the  Houfe  the  follow- 
ing Menage  from  his  Majefty  :  «  G.  R.  His  Majefty 
being  fenfible  of  the  Zeal  and  Vigour  with  which  his 
faithful  Subjects,  of  certain  Colonies  in  North  America, 
have  exerted  themfelves  in  Defence  of  his  Majefty 's 
juft  Rights  and  Poffeffions,  recommends  it  to  this 
Houfe  to  take  the  fame  into  their  Confideration,  and 
to  enable  his  Majefty  to  give  them  fuch  Affiftance, 
as  may  be  a  proper  Reward  and  Encouragement. " 
This  Meffage  being  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Supply,  they  voted  115,000/.  upon  that  Account,  and 
5000/.  to  Sir  William  Johnfon  in  America,  whom  his 
Majefty  had  lately  created  a  Baronet  for  his  good 
Services. 

The  Report  of  the  Intention  of  France  to  invade 
Great-Britain  increafing  every  Day,  it  was  thought 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  augment  the  Army.  It  was 
with  this  View,  that  92,000/.  had  been  voted  by  the 
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Anno  1755.  Committee  of  Supply  for  the  ten  new  Regiments  of 
Foot ;  and  upon  .another  Eftimate,  prefented  by  Lord 
Barringion,  49,628 1,  was  voted  for  defraying  the 
Charges  of  eleven  Troops  of  Light  Dragoons  for 
1756,  and  81,178/.  was  voted  for  the  Charge  of  a 
Regiment  of  Foot  to  be  raifed  in  America  for  1756. 
A  great  many  other  Sums,  for  defraying  the  Expence 
of  the  Navy  and  Army,  were  likewife  voted  this 
Year,  as  fliall  be  taken  Notice  of  in  their  proper 
Places.  It  is  fufricient  to  fay  here,  that  the  Total  of 
the  Supply  granted  this  Seffion,  amounted  to  no  lefs 
than  7,229,117/.  4 s.  6%d. 

On  the  23d  of  March  the  following  MelTage  was 
fent  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament. 

GEORGE,  REX, 

"  %  J" IS  Majefly  has  received  repeated  Advices, 
"  JlI  fr°m  different  Places  and  Perfons,  that  a 
«6  Defign  has  been  formed  by  the  French  Court  to 
"  make  an  hoflile  Invafion  upon  Great-Britain  or 
cc  Ireland-,  and  the  great  Preparations  of  Land  Forces, 
*c  Ships,  Artillery  and  warlike  Stores,  now  notori- 
"  oufly  making  in  the  Ports  of  France oppofite  to  the 
e<  Britijh  Coafts,  together  with  the  Language  held  by 
"  the  French  Miniflers  in  fome  foreign  Courts,  leave 
"  little  Room  to  doubt  of  the  Reality  of  fuch  a  De- 
"  fign :  His  Majefty  has  therefore  judged  it  necef- 
"  fary  to  acquaint  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  with 
"  Intelligence  of  fuch  high  Importance  to  the  Safety 
<c  and  Well-being  of  thefe  Nations  ;  and  at  the  fame 
"  Time  to  inform  them,  that,  in  Purfuance  of  the 
"  Advice  and  AfTurances  of  his  Parliament,  he  has 
<c  augmented  his  Forces  by  Sea  and  Land,  and  taken 
"  proper  Meafures  and  Precautions  for  putting  his 
"  Kingdom*  in  a  Pofture  of  Defence,  againft  fo  un- 
"  juft  and  defperate  an  Enterprize,  projected  in  Re- 
"  venge  for  thofe  juft  and  neceiTary  Meafures  which 
"  have  been  taken,  for  maintaining  the  Rights  and 
"  PoiTefrions  of  his  Crown  and  Subjects  in  North 
"  Jmerica :  That  in  order  further  to  ftrengthen  him- 
"  felf,  his  Majefty  has  made  a  Requifition  of  a  Body 
"  of  Hcjjian  Troops,  purfuant  to  the  Treaty  lately 
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<c  made  with  the  Landgrave  of  HeJJe-CajJel,    to  be    Anno  175;. 

"  forthwith  brought  over  hither  ;  for  which  Purpofe, 

"  Tranfports  are  ordered.     His  Majefty  trufting  in 

"  the  Divine  Protection,  and  in  the  good  Affections, 

*'  Zeal,  and  Fidelity  of  his  People,  which  he  has  fo 

"  often   experienced,    is    determined    to    neglect  no 

<c  Means   of   Defence,    but  to  exert  all    the  Force 

<c  which  God  has  put  into  his  Hands,  to  repel  fo 

<c  daring  an  Attempt :  And  his  Majefty  doubts  not 

"  that  he  will  be  enabled  and  fupported  by  his  faith- 

u  ful  Parliament,  in  taking  all  fuch  Meafures  as  may 

*c  be  conducive  to  an  End  fo  eiTential  to  the  Honour 

**  of  riis  Crown,  the  Prefervation  of  the  Proteftant 

<c  Religion,    and   the  Laws   and  Liberties  of  thefe 

"  Kingdoms." 

This  Meffage  was  no  fooner  received,  than  both 
Houfes  voted,  compofed,  and  prefented  very  warm 
and  affectionate  Addreffes,  in  which  his  Majefty  was 
thanked  for  the  Requifttion  he  had  made  of  the  Hejfian 
Troops ;  a  Meafure  which  at  any  other  Time  would 
have  been  ftigmatized  with  all  the  Satire  and  Rhetoric 
of  the  Oppofition. 

Even  this  Precaution  was  not  thought  fufficient  to 
fecure  the  Kingdom,  and  quiet  the  Terrors  of  the 
People.  In  a  few  Days  Mr.  Fox,  encouraged  by  the 
Unanimity  which  had  appeared  fo  confpicuous  in  the 
Motions  for  the  late  Addreffes,  ventured  to  move 
again,  that  another  Addrefs  Ihould  be  prefented  to  the 
King,  befeeching  his  Majefty,  that  for  the  more  ef- 
fectual Defence  of  this  Ifland,  and  for  the  better  Se- 
curity of  the  Religion  and  Liberties  of  his  Subjects,, 
againft  the  threatened  Attack  by  a  foreign  Enemy,  he 
would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  order  twelve  Battalions 
of  his  electoral  Troops,  together  with  the  ufual  De- 
tachment of  Artillery,  to  be  forthwith  brought  into 
this  Kingdom.  There  was  a  confiderable  Party  in  the 
Houfe,  to  whom  fuch  a  Motion  was  odious  and  deteft- 
able :  But,  confidering  the  critical  Situation  of  Af- 
fairs, they  were  afraid  that  a  direct  Oppofition  might 
expofe  them  to  a  more  odious  Sufpicion  :  They  there- 
fore moved  for  the  Order  of  the  Day,  and  infilled  on 
the  Queftion's  being  put  upon  that  Motion  j  frut  it 
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Ann©  1755.  Was  carried  in  the  Negative  by  a  confiderable  Majority, 
which  alfo  agreed  to  the  other  Propofal.  The  Refo- 
lution  of  the  Houfe  was  communicated  to  the  Lords, 
who  unanimously  concurred ;  and  their  joint  Addrefs 
being  prefented,  his  Majefty  allured  them  he  would 
immediately  comply  with  their  Requeft.  Accord- 
ingly, in  the  Courfe  of  the  next  Month  both  Hano- 
verians and  Heffians  arrived  in  England,  and  encamped 
in  different  Parts  of  the  Kingdom. 

A  Treaty  with  Ruffia  having  been  concluded,  the 
fame  was  laid  before  Parliament  on  the  13th  of  May, 
together  with  a  Meffage  from  his  Majefty,  confifting 
of  two  Parts ;  the  firft  was  as  follows  :  "  That  his 
Majefty  being  defirous  to  be  prepared  againft  all  At- 
tempts and  Defigns  whatfoever  that  may  be  formed 
by  his  Enemies  in  the  prefent  critical  Juncture,  and 
confidering  that  fudden  Emergencies  may  arife,  which 
may  be  of  the  utmoft  Importance,  and  may  be  attended 
with  the  moft  pernicious  Confequences,  if  proper 
Means  mould  not  be  immediately  applied  to  prevent 
or  defeat  them  ;  his  Majefty  hoped  that  he  mould  be 
enabled  by  his  Parliament  to  concert  and  take  fuch 
Meafures,  as  may  be  neceflary  to  difappoint  or  defeat 
any  Enterprizes  or  Defigns  of  his  Enemies,  and  as 
the  Exigency  of  Affairs  may  require." 

The  fecond  Part  of  the  Meflage  was  as  follows  : 
cc  His  Majefty  having  concluded  a  Treaty  with  the 
King  of  PruJJia,  has  ordered  the  fame,  together  with 
the  Declaration  figned  at  the  fame  Time,  to  be  laid 
before  this  Houfe,  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  make 
good  the  Engagements  he  has  thereby  entered  into." 

This  Meffage,  which  was  fent  to  both  Houfes,  pro- 
duced an  Addrefs  of  Thanks  to  his  Majefty ;  and  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  unanimoufly  referred  both  the 
Meffage  and  the  Treaty  to  the  Committee  of  Supply, 
who,  upon  the  13th  of  May,  voted  upon  Account 
1,000,000  of  Money,  for  fuch  Meafures  as  may  be 
neceffary  for  defeating  the  Enemy's  Defigns,  and  as 
the  Exigency  of  Affairs  may  require  ;  and  on  the  17th 
of  the  fame  Month,  they  voted  20,000/.  more,  for 
making  good  his  Majefty's  Engagements  with  the 
King  of  P ruffia. 

A  Bill 
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A  Bill  was  brought  in  this  Sefllon,  which,  though    Anno  1755s 
it  had  not  the  good  Fortune  to  pals  into  a  Law,  yet  it  <*——>■— .—J 
deferves  to  be  taken  Notice  of.     It  was  intitled,  J  Bill 
for  the  better  ordering  of  the  Militia  Forces  in  the  fever al 
Counties,  of  that  Part  of  Great-Britain,  called  England. 
On  Monday,  December  %>  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt, 
Efq;  flood  up,  and  after  fliewing  the  bad  State  of  the 
Militia  of  this  Kingdom,  and  the  Necefiity  we  were 
under  of  having  .fome  Sort  of  Militia  regularly  efta- 
blifhed,  and  properly  armed  and  difcipiined,  he  con- 
cluded with   a  Motion  to  refolve,    That  the   Houfe 
would,  on  the  18th,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  Laws  in  being, 
which  relate  to  the  Militia  of  this  Kingdom ;  which    . 
Motion  was  agreed  to  nemine  contradicente ;  and  it  was 
refolved  accordingly  -3  but  on  that  Day  the  Order  was 
put  off  to  January  21,  when  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf 
into  the  faid  Committee,  and  came  to  a  Refolution, 
which     being    prefently    reported     by    Mr.    Charles 
Town/hend,    was   agreed   to,    and    it  was  accordingly 
thereunto  refolved   by  the   Houfe  item.  con.   that  the 
Laws  then  in  being,  for  regulating  the  Militia,  were 
ineffectual ;  whereupon  it  was  ordered  likewife  nem. 
con.  That  Leave  fhouid  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
the  better  ordering  the  Militia  Forces,  in  the  feveral 
Counties  of  that  Part  of  Great-Britain^  called  Eng- 
land.   » 

As  upon  fuch  an  important  Sub]  eel:  the  Sentiments 
of  Gentlemen  muft  always  be  widely  different,  and 
as  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  contrive  how  to  eftablifh 
-any  Sort  of  Militia  that  fhall  be  ufeful,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  of  no  dangerous  Confequence  to  our  Li- 
berties, it  was  fo  long  before  the  Model  of  this  Bill 
could  be  fettled,  that  it  was  March  12,  before  it  was 
brought  in,  when  it  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Tcwnjbend9 
read  a  firft  Time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  Time, 
and  to  be  printed.  On  the  19th  it  was  read  a  fecond 
Time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe ;  and  on  the  25th  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into 
a  Committee  upon  the  faid  Bill,  which  it  likewife  did 
on  the  30th  ;  and  having  gone  through  the  Bill  with 
feveral  Amendments,  the  Report  was  ordered  to  be 
received    next   Morning.      Accordingly   Mr.   Potter 
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Anno  1755.  made  the  Report  next  Morning,  when  the  Bill  was 
recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  and 
the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee  on 
April  5,  as  it  likewife  did  on  the  7th,  8th,  and  9th, 
when  they  went  through'  the  Bill,  and  Mr.  Bacon  made 
the  Report,  which  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  Con- 
fideration  on  the  28th,  but  was  then  put  off  to  May  5, 
when  fome  of  the  Amendments  were  difagreedto,  and 
the  reft,  with  Amendments  to  feveral  of  them,  agreed 
to,  and  a  Claufe  was  added,  and  feveral  Amendments 
were  made  by  the  Houfe;  after  which  the  Bill  was 
ordered  to  be  ingrofTed,  and  on  the  10th  it  was  read  a 
third  Time,  when  feveral  new  Amendments  were 
made,  and  the  Bill  was  paffed  with  little  or  no  Oppo- 
fition,  and  Mr.  Town/bend  ordered  to  carry  it  to  the 
Lords,  where  it  met  with  more  Objections,  and  was 
at  length  thrown  out. 

When  the  Money  Bills  were  prefented,  at  the  Clofe 
of  this  Seffion,  for  the  Royal  Affent,  the  Speaker  ad- 
drefTed  his  Majefty  as  follows  : 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty y 
"  \/OUR  faithful  Commons,  juftly  fenfible  of 
<c  \  the  Bleflings  they  have  enjoyed  under  your 
"  happy  Reign,  in  juft  Indignation  at  every  Attempt 
"  to  difturb  it,  have  exerted  themfelves  to  the  utmoft 
<c  of  their  Abilities,  to  fupport  your  Majefty  in  the 
<c  juft  War,  which  the  Ambition  and  Perfidy  of 
«  France  have  obliged  you  to  enter  into,  by  giving, 
<c  for  the  Service  of  this  Year,  ordinary  and  extraor- 
"  dinary,  ten  Millions,  befides  a  Vote  of  Credit  to 
cc  anfwer  any  unforefeen  Emergency. 

"  They  beg  Leave  moft  humbly  to  fay — they 
5C  hope  the  Sword  you  have  fo  bravely  drawn,  and 
*c  they  fo  effectually  fupported,  will  be  entrufted  only 
*c  in  brave,  capable,  and  honeft  Hands ;  that  fo  the 
"  naval,  the  natural  Strength  of  England^  will  make 
*'  a  Figure,  will  do  Service,  as  much  greater,  as  it  is 
ic  exalted  higher  than  ever  before. 

They  apprehend,  the  prefent  critical  Juncture  con- 

"  vinces,  that  Alliances  on  the  Continent,  as  they 

*'  are  unnatural,    fo  they  muft  ever  be  prejudicial  to 

"  the  truelntereft  of  England  \  that  there  is  no  Gra- 

2  "  t'tud* 
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€i  titude  to  be  expected  from,  no  Dependence  to  be   Anno  1755, 

<c  had   on   fuch   Allies:  Allies,  who   though    faved, 

*'  fupported,  fubfifting  by  the  Blood  and  Treafure  of 

"  this  Kingdom  for  more  than  an  Age,  have  taken 

<e  the  Opportunity   of  the  firft  ProfpecT:  of  prefent 

"  Profit,  to  break  through  every  Tie. 

"  Not  difcouraged  by  the  Ingratitude  of  Allies, 
<c  nor  the  Ambition  of  Enemies,  they  have,  with 
"  Pleafure,  beheld  the  Sword  drawn  to  vindicate  your 
M  Honour,  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of  England;  con- 
"  vinced,  and  proud  to  let  all  the  World  fee,  that 
"  England  is  able  to  fight  her  own  Battles,  to  ftand 
"  by  her  own  natural  Strength,  againft  all  her  Ene- 
"  mies. 

"  Though  ever  attached  to  your  Majefty's  Perfon, 
<c  ever  at  Eafe  under  your  juft  Government,  they 
"  cannot  forbear  taking  Notice  of  fome  Circum- 
<c  ftances  in  the  prefent  Situation  of  Affairs,  which 
<c  nothing  but  the  Confidence  in  your  Juftice,  your 
"  Love  to  the  People  devoted  to  you,  could  hinder 
<c  from  alarming  their  moft  ferious  Apprehenfions ; 
cc  and  to  whom  fhould  they  make  their  Fears  known, 
c<  to  whom  fhould  they  complain,  but  to  their  Pro- 
<c  te£tor,  their  Guardian,  and  their  Father  ! — Sub- 
<c  fidies  to  foreign  Princes r  when  already  burthened 
<c  with  a  Debt  fcarce  to  be  borne,  cannot  but  be 
<c  feverely  felt ;  an  Army  of  foreign  Troops,  a  Thing 
<c  unprecedented,  unheard  of,  unknown,  brought 
**  into  England,  cannot  but  alarm ;  but  ftill  they  de- 
<6  pend,  ftill  they  confide  in  your  Majefty,  and  only 
*c  beg  Leave  moft  humbly  to  fay,  they  hope  that 
"  their  Burthen  may  be  lightened  ;  their  Fears  re- 
<c  moved,  as  foon  as  pofiible ;  and,  in  the  mean  Time, 
*'  that  the  Sword  of  thefe  Foreigners  fhould  not  be 
"  entrufted  a  Moment  out  of  your  own  Hand,  to  any 
*'  other  Perfon  whatfoever." 

On  the  17th  of  May,  his  Majefty  went  to  the  Houfe 
of  Peers,  and  put  an  End  to  the  Seilion  with  the  fol- 
lowing Speech : 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"      AFTER  fo  long  and  unwearied  Application  to 
M  Xjl.  t^e  public  Bufmefs,  it  is  reafonable  that  I 

"  fhould 
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Anno  1755.    <c  fhould  give  you  fome  Recefs  :   I  mull,  at  the  fame 

L    -y~+~J  "  Time,  return  you  my  hearty  Thanks  for  the  vigo- 

"  rous  and  effectual  Support  you  have  given  me,   in 

"  maintaining  that  juft  and  national  Caufe  in  which 

cc  I  am  engaged. 

"  The  Injuries  and  Hoftilities  which  have  been  for 
cc  fome  Time  committed  by  the  French,  againft  my 
"  Dominions  and  Subjects,  are  now  followed  by  the 
"  actual  Invafion  of  the  Ifland  of  Minorca,  which 
"  ftands  guarantied  to  me  by  all  the  great  Powers  in 
<c  Europe,  and  in  particular  by  the  French  King.  I 
"  have  therefore  found  myfelf  obliged,  in  Vindica- 
<c  tion  of  the  Honour  of  my  Crown,  and  of  the 
*c  Rights  of  my  People,  to  declare  War  in  Form 
<c  againft  France :  I  rely  on  the  Divine  Protection, 
"  and  the  vigorous  Affiftance  of  my  faithful  Subjects, 
"  infojuft  a  Caufe." 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

"  I  return  you  my  hearty  Thanks  for  the  Readi- 
<c  nefs  and  Difpatch  with  which  you  have  granted  me 
<c  fuch  large  Supplies  ;  you  may  depend  on  their  be- 
"  ing  ftrictly  applied  to  the  good  Purpofes  to  which 
"  they  were  given." 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

<c  Nothing  has  givefi  me  more  inward  Satisfaction 
<c  than  the  Confidence  which  you  repofe  in  me :  It  is 
"  the  moft  acceptable  Return  you  could  make  me  ; 
<c  and  you  may  be  allured  fhall  be  made  ufe  of  only 
*<  for  your  Good  :  The  Prefervation  of  your  Reli- 
cc  gion,  Liberties,  and  Independency,  is,  and  al- 
"  ways  fhall  be,  my  great  Aim,  and  I  truft  you  will 
"  not  be  wanting  to  yourfelves." 
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A  LIST  of  the  Public  ACTS  pafTed  during  this 
Selfioru 

AN  Act,    For  granting  an  Aid  to  his  Majefly   by    Anno  1755, 
a  Land-Tax  of  4s.    in  the  Pound. 

An  Act,  For  continuing  and  granting  Duties  upon 
Malt,  Miim^  Cyder  and  Ferry. 

An  Act,  For  punijhing  Mutiny  andDefertion,  and  for 
the  better  Payment  of  the  Army  in  their  Quarters. 

An  Act,  For  granting  a  Duty  of  20  s.  on  Ah 
Licences. 

An  Act,  For  granting  an  additional  Duty  on  Cards 
and  Dice.  , 

An  Act,  For  taking  off  the  Duties  on  the  Importation 
tf  foreign  raw  Linen  Tarns  made  of  Flax.       t  v 

An  Act,  For  the  better  Supply  of  Mariners  and  Sea- 
men to  ferve  in  his  Majefly  s  Ships  of  War. 

An  Act,  To  prevent  his  Majefly  s  Subjects  from  ferving 
as  Officers  under  the  French  King. 

An  Act,  To  impower  his  Majefly  to  prohibit  the  Ex- 
portation of  Salt-Petre,  and  to  enforce  the  Law  for  im- 
powering  his  Majefly  to  prohibit  the  Exportation  of  Gun- 
!er,   or  any  Sort  of  Arms  and  Ammunition. 

An  Act,  To  impower  fudges  of  Courts  of  Record  in 
Cities  and  Towns  corporate,  to  fet  Fines  on  Perfons  fum- 
moned  to  ferve  upon  Juries  in  fuch  Courts ,  vjhojhall  neglecl 
to  attend. 

An  Act,  To  obviate  a  Doubt  arifen  on  an  Acl,  made 
in  the  lafl  Sejjion  of  Parliament,  intitled,  An  Acl  for 
Relief  of  infolvent  Debtors,  and  for  Relief  of  Sheriffs 
and  Keepers  of  Prifons,  in  refpecl  to  Ef capes  of  fuch 
Perfons  as  were  prevented  by  the  faid  Doubt  from  being 
dij charged  under  the  faid  Acl. 

An  Act,  For  granting  Two  Millions ,  to  be  raifed  by 
Way  of  Annuities  and  a  Lottery. 

An  Act,  To  enable  his  Majefly  to  grant  Gommiffiom 
to  a  certain  Number  of  foreign  Proieflants  to  ferve  in 
America. 

An  Act,  To  oblige  Ships  more  effectually  to  perform 
Quarantine. 

Vol.  V,  ^  O  An 
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Anno  1755.        An  Aft,  For  the  more  fpeedy  recruiting  his  Majeflfs 
Land  Forces  and  Marines, 

An  Aft,  For  regulating  his  Majeflys  Marine  Forces 
while  on  Shore. 

An  Aft,  For  making  a  new  Road  from  Paddington  to 
Iflington. 

An  Aft,  For  building  a  new  Bridge  from  Blackfriars 
to  the  oppofite  Shore. 

An  Act,  For  repairing  and  widening  London-Bridge. 
[The  refpeftive  Commiffioners  are  impowered  to 
raife  Money  for  thefePurpofes  by  feparate  Tolls.") 
An  Aft,  For  planting  Commons ,  and preferving  Trees, 
An  Act,  For  Encouragement  of  Seamen. 
An  Act,  For  extending  the  Aft  for  the  Government  of 
the  Navy  to   Veffels  employed  on  the  Rivers,  La  fas,  and 
ereat  Waters  in  North  America. 

v    An  Aci,  For  the  better  recruiting  his  Majeflys  Forces* 
mid  preventing  Defertion  there. 

An  Aft,  For  encouraging  the  Sugar  Colonies. 
An  Aft,    For  preventing    unlawful  Combinations  of 
Workmen  c?nployed  in  the  Woollen  Manufactory,  and  the 
better  Payment  of  their  Wages, 

An  Aft,  For  enabling  Infants?  Lunatics,  and  Femes 
covert  to  furrender  Leaf es,  and  renew  the  fame. 

An  Aft,  For  encouraging  the  Fijheries  in  Scotland. 
An  Aft,  For  granting  to  his  Majejiy  fever  al  Rates  and 
Duties  on  Silver  Plate. 

[By  this  Aft  5  s.  is  to  be  paid  for  every  hundred 
Ounces  as  far  as  400c,  and  all  Perfons  within  the 
Diftrift  of  the  chief  Office  of  Excife  in  London,  are 
to  enter  their  Plate  at  that  Office,  and  all  other  Per- 
fons at  the  next  Office  to  where  they  live,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  to  pay  the  Duty,  and  to  pay  every  Year 
within  thirty  Days  after  the  Commencement  of  the 
Year.  The  firft  Entry  to  be  made  within  forty  Days 
after  the  5th  of  July  next,  under  the  Penalty  of  20/. 
Half  to  the  Informer ;  to  be  determined  in  London  before 
the  Commiffioners  of  the  Excife,  or  in  any  Court  of 
Record,  with  Liberty  cf  Appeal  from  the  Commiffion- 
ers of  Excife  to  thofe  of  Appeal,  and  all  other  Places 
in  England,  by  two  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  with  Ap- 
peal to  the  Quarter  Seffions,  The  Forfeitures  are  to 
be  levied  by  Diflrefs  on  Goods ;  but  if  no  Goods  are 

found. 
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found,  then  the  Perfon  to  be  committed  to  Gaol  till   Anno  4755, 

the  Money  is  paid.     No  Notice  or  Entry  is  necefiary 

for  any  new  Acquifition  of  Plate  within  the  Year. 

Perfons.  receiving  Plate  in  Pawn,  without  ufing  of  it? 

are  not  liable  to  pay  the  Duty,  but  the  Owners  thereof 

are.     Church  Plate  not  to  pay  the   Duty;  nor  the 

Stock  in  Trade  of  any  Goldfmith  or  Manufacturer  of 

Plate,  except  for  what  (hall  be  ufed  by  them  or  their 

Families.     No  Oath  is  to  be  taken  at  the  Entry  of 

any  Plate,  nor  Officer  authorifed  to  enter  any  Houfe 

to  fearch  for  Plate.] 

An  Act,  For  rendering  more  effectual  the  Acl  for  making 
mfree  Market  for  Fijh  at  Weftminfler. 

An  Act,  For  preventing  the  Jlealing  of  Lead,  Iron, 
Copper,  Brafs,  Bell-Metal,  or  Solder,  and  the  buying  or 
receiving  the  fame. 

An  Act,  For  relieving  Debtors  with  refpecl  to  the  Im~ 
prifonment  of  their  Perfons. 

An  Act,  For  appointing  Conftables,  and  for  compelling 
jurymen  to  prefent  Nufances  in  Weftminfter. 

An  Act,  For  indemnifying  Perfons  zvho  have  omitted 
to  qualify  themf elves  for  Offices,  and  concerning  the  Admif 
fion  of  Officers  and  Members  of  Corporations. 

An  Act,  For  granting  his  Majejly  certain  Sums  out  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  and  applying  the  Monies  remaining  in 
the  Exchequer  to  the  Service  of  the  current  Tear. 

An  Act,  For  raifing  One  Million  by  Loans  or  Exche* 
qtter  Bills. 

An  Act,  For  widening  the  Ways  from  Charing-Crofs 
to  the  Parliament- Houfe,  and  granting  further  Powers  t& 
thi  Commijftoners  of  Weftminfler-Bridge, 
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Hiilory   and  Proceedings 

O  F     T  H  E 

THIRD  '  SESSION 

OF    THE 

Eleventh   Parliament   of   Great-Britain. 

On  the  id  jf  December,  1756,  the  Parliament  met  at 
Weftminfter,  when  his  Majefly  went  to  the  Honfe  of 
Peers,  and  made  the  following  Speech, 


6  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen* 

^^mlliiC  T  -^ave  calfed  you  together  in  a  Conjuncture* 
J[  which  highly  requires  the  Deliberation,  Ad- 
cc  vice,  and  Affiftance  of  Parliament;  and  I  truft, 
u  that  (under  the  Guidance  of  Divine  Providence) 
*'  Union  and  Firmnefs  in  my  affectionate  People, 
cc  will  carry  me  with  H onour  through  all  Difficulties* 
"  and  finally  vindicate  the  Dignity  of  my  Crown, 
cc  and  its  indubitable  Rights,  againft  the  ancient  Ene- 
*c  my  of  thefe  Kingdoms. 

<c  The  Succour  and  Prefervation  of  America  cannot 
*c  but  conflitute  a  main. Object  of  my  Attention  and 
cc  Solicitude ;  and  the  growing  Dangers,  to  which 
"  our  Colonies  may  ftand  expofed,  from  our  late 
"  Lofles  in  thofe  Parts,  demand  Refolutions  of  Vi- 
"  gour  and  Difpatch. 

"  An  adequate  and  firm  Defence  at  home  mult 
**  have  the  chief  Place  in  my  Though  to  ;  and  in  this 
cc  great  View,  I  have  nothing  fo  much  at  Heart,  as 
tc  that  no  Ground  of  DifTatisfaction  may  remain  in 
:c  my  People, 

"  To 
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tc  To  this  great  End,  a  national  Militia,  planned  Anno  1756, 
<c  and  regulated  with  equal  Regard  to  the  juft  Rights 
"  of  my  Crown  and  People,  may,  in  Time,  become 
"  one  good  Refource,  in  Cafe  of  general  Danger ; 
"  and  I  recommend  the  framing  of  fuch  a  Militia  to 
€c  the  Care  and  Diligence  of  my  Parliament. 

"  The  unnatural  Union  of  Councils  abroad  ;  the 
*c  Calamities  which,  in  Confequence  of  this  unhappy 
<c  Conjunction,  may,  by  Irruptions  of  foreign  Ar- 
"  mies  into  the  Empire,  make  its  Conflitution,  over- 
<c  turn  its  Syftem,  and  threaten  Oppreffion  to  the 
<c  Protectant  Interefr.  there,  are  Events  which  muft 
"  fenfibly  affect  the  Minds  of  this  Nation,  and  have 
"  fixed  the  Eyes  of  Europe  on  this  new  and  dangerous 
«  Crifis. 

"  The*Body  of  my  electoral  Troops,  which  I  or- 
"  dered  hither  at  the  Defire  of  my  Parliament,  I  have 
*c  directed  to,  return  to  my  Dominions  in  Germany, 
<c  relying,  with  Pleafure,  on  the  Spirit  and  Zeal  of 
*c  my  People,  in  Defence  of  my  Perfon  and  Realm." 

«  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
«  1  will  order  the  proper  Eftimates  to  be  laid,  in 
cc  due  Time,  before-  you  ;  and  I  rely  on  your  Wif- 
*c  dom,  that  you  will  prefer  more  vigorous  Efforts 
<c  (though  attended  with  large  Expence)  to  a  1'efs  ef- 
"  fectual,  and  therefore  lefs  frugal,  Plan  of  War. 

<c  I  have  placed  before  you  the  Dangers  and  Necef- 
"  fities  of  the  Public  5  it  will  be  your  Care  to  lay, 
<c  in  fuch  a  Manner,  the  Burdens  you  may  judge  un- 
"  avoidable,  or  will  lead  diftrefs  and  exhauft  my 
«  People." 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"  I  cannot  here  be  unmindful  of  the  Sufferings  of 
*c  the  poorer  Sort,  from  the  prefent  high  Price  of  Corn, 
"  and  the  Diflurbances  which  have  arifen  therefrom  ; 
"  and  I  recommend  to  you  to  confider  of  proper  Pro- 
"  vifions,  for  preventing  the  like  Mifchiefs  hereafter. 

"  Unprofperous  Events  of  War  in  the  Mediterra~ 

"  nean  have  drawn  from  my  Subjects  fignal  Proofs, 

<c  how  dearly  they  tender  my  Honour,  and  that  of 

*<  my  Crown  ;  and  they  cannot,  on  my  Part,  fail  to 

O  3  "  meet 
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Anno  1756.  «  meet  with  juft  Returns  of  unwearied  Care  and  un- 
"  ceafing  Endeavours,  for  the  Glory,  Profperity, 
u  and  Happineis  of  my  People." 

The  Commons  agreed  to  the  following  Addrefs, 
which  was  moved  by  the  late  Right  Hon.  Charles 
Townjhend. 

Moll  gracious  Sovereign, 
"  1I7E  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
«  yy  Subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain, 
*c  in  Parliament  affembled,  beg  Leave  to  return  your 
"  Majefty  our  humble  Thanks  for  your  moft  gracious 
*c  Speech  from  the  Throne. 

*s  Your  faithful  Commons,  excited  by  Duty,  and 
"  warm  with  Gratitude,  do  from  our  Hearts  acknow- 
"  ledge  the  paternal  Care,  and  royal  Condefcenfion 
*6  of  your  Majefty,  in  pointing  out,  from  the  Throne, 
*'  fuch  a  Plan  of  Force  for  our  Defence,  as  may  beft 
4)6  tend  to  the  Satisfaction  of  your  People,  and,  in 
cc  particular,  a  well-modelled  national  Militia,  as 
cc  one  proper  Security  for  your  Majefty's  Perfon  and 
«  Realm. 

"  In  this  prefent  arduous  Conjuncture,  yourfaith- 
*c  ful  Commons,  next  after  Divine  Providence,  rely 
€C  on  your  Majefty's  Wifdom  and  Magnanimity,  re- 
iC  membering  Britijh  Efforts  in  Times  paft,  under 
"  Princes,  whofe  firft  Glory  was  to  found,  like  your 
<c  Majefty,  the  Strength  of  their  Government  in  the 
*'  Contentment  and  Harmony  of  their  Subjects. 

"  Thus  united,  and  thus  animated,  this  Houfe  will 
*c  chearfully  fupport  your  Majefty  through  all  Diffi- 
<c  culties,  and  vindicate,  to  the  utmoft,  the  Dignity 
"  of  your  Crown,  and  its  indubitable  Rights,  againft 
"  the  ancient  Enemy  of  thefe  Kingdoms, 

tc  We  truft,  your  Majefty,  ftrong  at  home,  will 
«c  find  yourfelf  revered  abroad,  and  in  a  Condition  to 
"  fupport  that  Weight  and  Confideration  in  Europe, 
"  which  belong  to  a  King  of  Great-Britain,  not- 
"  withftanding  the  unnatural  and  unhappy  Union  of 
<c  Councils,  which  have  formed,  on  the  Continent, 
*c  fo  new  and  dangerous  a  Crifis. 

"  This  Houfe  thinks,  with  Pain,  on  the  fad  Events 
"  of  War    in  the    Mediterranean,   and    in    America: 

"  They 
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*  They  will  take  thefe  affecting  Matters  into  their  Anno  1756. 
<c  moft  ferious  Confideration,  not  imputing  Blame  to 
Ci  any  unheard  ;  and  will,  with  all  Confidence,  Ala- 
Ci  crity,  and  Difpatch,  fecond  your  Majefty's  royal 
4C  Care  for  the  fpeedy  Succour  and  Preservation  of 
**c  America^  under  the  growing  Dangers  to  which 
*c  thofe  invaluable  Pofleffions  {land  expofed. 

**  We  beg  Leave  to  aflure  your  Majefty,  that  your 
"  faithful  Commons  will  confider  of  proper  Provisions 
*c  for  the  Relief  of  the  poorer  Sort  from  the  prefent 
*c  high  Price  of  Corn,  and  for  preventing  the  like 
<e  Mifchiefs  hereafter,  according  to  the  royal  and 
*<  .companionate  Recommendation  of  your  Majefty." 

To  which  Addrefs  his  Majefty  returned  the  follow- 
ing Anfwer. 

"  Gentlemen, 
"   T  Return  you  my  Thanks  for  this  dutiful  and  loyal 
"   J^  Addrefs  :    Nothing  can  give  me  fo  great  Satis- 
*'  faction,   or  tend  fo  much  to  the  public  Safety,  as 
**  Union  and  Harmony  amongft  my  Subjects. 

"  You  may  rely  on  my  conftant  Care  and  Atten- 
ds tion  to  the  Welfare  of  my  People." 

As  foon  as  the  Addrefs  was  agreed  to,  Admiral  Bof- 
caiven  flood  up  in  his  Place,  and  informed  the  H'oufe 
from  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  that  the  King  and  the 
Board  having  been  difTatisfied  with  the  Conduct  of 
Admiral  Byng,  in  a  late  Aclion  with  the  French  Fleet 
in  the  Mediterranean^  and  for  the  Appearance  of  his 
not  having  acted  agreeably  to  his  Inftrue~tions  for  the 
Relief  of  Minorca^  he  was  then  in  Cuftody  of  the 
Marfhal  of  the  Admiralty,  in  order  to  be  tried  by  a 
Court-Martial  :  That  although  this  was  no  more  than 
what  was  ufual  in  like  Cafes,  yet  as  Admiral  Byng  was 
then  a  Member  of  theHoufe,  and  as  his  Confinement 
might  detain  him  fome  Time  from  his  Duty  there, 
the  Board  of  Admiralty  thought  it  a(Refpe£t  due  to  the 
Houfe  to  inform  them  of  the  Commitment  and  De- 
tainer of  the  faid  Admiral.  ThisMelTage  beino-  deli- 
vered, the  Journal  of  theHoufe  in  Relation  to  Admi- 
ral Knowles  was  read,  and  what  Mr.  Bofcawcn  now 
communicated  was  alfo  inferted. 

O  4  The 


[      200      ] 

Anno  1756.  The  Committees  of  Supply,  and  of  Ways  andl 
Means,  being  appointed,  took  into  Confideration  the 
Necefiities  of  the  State,  and  made  very  ample  Provi- 
fibn  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  maintain  the  War 
with  Vigour.  They  granted  55000  Men  for  the  Sea- 
fervice,  including  11419  Marines  ;  and  for  the  Land- 
iervice  49749  effective  Men,  comprehending  4008 
Invalids,  and  voted  8,355,325/.  9^.  3^.  for  the  Sup- 
port of  the  fame. 

An  Army  of  Obfervation  was  this  Year  formed  in 
Germany ,  and  the  Article  of  Supply  for  that  Army 
took  its  Rife  from  a  MefTage  figned  by  his  Majefty, 
and  prefented  by  Mr.  Pitt,  now  promoted  to  the  Office 
of  Principal  Secretary  of  State ;  a  Gentleman  who 
had,  upon  fundry  Occafions,  combated  the  gigantic 
Plan  of  continental  Connexions  with  all  the  Strength 
of  Reafon,  and  all  the  Powers  of  Eloquence.  He 
now  imparted  to  the  Houfe  an  Information,  import- 
ing, It  was  always  with  Reluctance  that  his  Majefty 
aflced  extraordinary  Supplies  of  his  People ;  but  as  the 
united  Councils,  and  formidable  Preparations  of  France 
and  her  Allies,  threatened  Europe  in  general  with  the 
moft  alarming  Confequences  ;  and  as  thefe  unjuft  and 
vindictive  Defigns  were  particularly  and  immediately 
bent  againft  his  Majefty's  electoral  Dominions,  and 
thofe  of  his  good  Ally  the  King  of  PruJJia,  his  Ma- 
jefty confided  in  the  experienced  Zeal  and  Affection 
of  his  faithful  Commons,  that  they  would  chearfully 
affift  him  in  forming  and  maintaining  an  Army  of  Ob- 
fervation, for  the.  j  uft  and  neceffary  Defence  and  Pre- 
fervation  of  thofe  Territories,  and  enable  him  to  fulfil 
his  Engagements  with  his  Prufjian  Majefty  for  the 
Security  of  the  Empire  againft  the  Irruption  of  foreign 
Armies,  and  the  Support  of  the  common  Caufe. 

The  King's  Meffage  met  with  a  very  favourable 
Reception.  It  was  read,  together  with  a  Copy  of 
the  Treaty  between  his  Majefty  and  the  King  of 
PrnJJia,  including  the  fecret  and  feparate  Article,  and 
the  Declaration  figned  on  each  Side  by  the  Plenipo- 
tentiaries at  Wejimmjier  :  The  Requeft  was  granted, 
and  the  Convention  approved. 

On  the  16th  of  May,  1757,  his  Majefty  fent 'the 
following  Meffage  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

GEORGE, 
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GEORGE,  R. 

cc   TJIS  Majefty,  being  defirous  that  his  faithful    Anno  1756. 

"   Jl"  L  Subjects  in  his  Provinces  of  North  and  South  f 

"  Carolina,  and  Virginia,  in  America,  fhould  receive  a 

**  proper  Recompence  for  fuch  Services,   as,  with  the 

"  Approbation  of  the  Commander  in  chief  of  his 

"  Forces  in  America,   they  refpe£tively  mail  have  per- 

cc  formed,  or  mail  perform,  either  by  putting  the  faid 

cc  Provinces  in  a  State  of  Defence,  or  by  acting  with 

"  Vigour  againft  the  Enemy,   recommends  it  to  this 

"  Houfe  to  take  the  fame  into  their  Confideration,  and 

"  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  give  them  a  proper  Recom- 

*c  pence  for  fuch  Services.    His  Majefty  alfo  acquaints 

"  this  Houfe,  that  a  Battalion  of  his  Forces,  which 

"  has  been  employed  in  the  Settlements  of  the  United 

"  Company  of  Merchants  of  England,  trading  to  the 

"  Eaft-Indies,    is,    by   his    Order,    withdrawn    from 

"  thofe  Settlements,  and  therefore  recommends   it  to 

<c  this  Houfe,  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  affift  the  faid 

<c  Company  in  defraying  the  Expence  of  a  military 

"  Force  in  the  Eaji- Indies,  to  be  maintained  by  them, 

*c  in  Lieu  of  the  faid  Battalion." 

And  on  the  17th  of  the  faid  Month  his  Majefty  fent 
the  following  Meffage  by  Lord  Vifcount  Bateman. 

GEORGE,  R. 
* c  TT I S  Majefty,  relying  on  the  experienced  Zeal 
"  Jl  L  an^  Affedfcion  of  his  faithful  Commons,  and 
"  confidering  that  in  this  critical  Conjuncture  Emer- 
<c  gencies  mayarife,  which  may  be  of  the  utmoft  Im- 
"  portance,  and  be  attended  with  the  moft  pernicious 
"  Confequences,  if  proper  Means  mould  not  imme- 
"  diately  be  applied  to  prevent  or  defeat  them,  is 
*'  defirous,  that  this  Houfe  will  enable  him  to  defray 
"  any  extraordinary  Expences  of  the  War  incurred 
¥  or  to  be  incurred  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1757, 
"  and  to  take  all  fuch  Meafures,  as  may  be  necellary 
"  to  difappoint  or  defeat  any  Enterprizes  or  Defigns 
¥  of  his  Enemies,  and  as  the  Exigency  of  Affairs 
I*  may  require." 

In 
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Anno  1756.  In  Confequence  of  the  above  MefTages,  a  Refolu- 
tion  pafled  the  Commons,  for  granting  a  Million  on 
Credit,  to  be  applied  as  the  Exigencies  of  the  State 
may  require ;  30, 000  /.  for  the  Americans ;  and  20,000/. 
for  the  Eaji-India  Company. 

On  the  14th  of  December,  1756,  the  Hon.  George 
Tozunjhend,  (now  Lord  Vifcount  Toivnjhend)  moved 
the  famous  Militia  Bill. 

While  the  Militia  Bill  remained  under  Confidera- 
tion  of  the  Houfe,  a  Petition  for  a  conftitutional  and 
well-regulated  Militia  was  prefented  by  the  Mayor, 
Jurats,  and  Commonalty  of  the  King's  Town  and 
Parifh  of  Maidftone  in  Kent,  in  Common-council  af- 
fembled.  At  the  fame  Time  Remonftrances  were 
offered  by  the  Proteftant  Diffen.ting  Minifters,  of  the 
three  Denominations,  in  and  about  the  Cities  of 
London  and  Wejtminjhr  ;  by  the  Proteftant  DifTenterS 
of  Shrew/bury  ;  the  Diffenting  Minifters  of  Devon/hire  ; 
the  Proteftant  DifTenters,  being  Freeholders  and  Sur- 
geries of  the  Town,  and  County  of  the  Town  of 
Nottingham,  joined  with  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Church  of  England;  expreffing  their  Apprehenfion, 
that,  in  the  Bill  then  depending,  it  might  be  propofed 
to  enact,  that  the  faid  Militia  mould  be  exercifed  on 
the  Lord's  Day,  'commonly  called  Sunday ;  and  pray- 
ing, that  no  Ciaufe  for  fuch  Purpofe  might  pafs  into 
a  Law. 

After  mature  Deliberation,  and  divers  Alterations, 
it  pafTed  the  Lower  Houfe,  and  was  fent  to  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  where  it  underwent  feveral  Amendments, 
one  of  which  was  the  Reduction  of  the  Number  of 
Militia  Men  to  one  Half  of  what  the  Commons  had 
propofed  ;  namely,  to  32,340  Men  for  the  whole 
Kingdom  of  England  and  Wales.  The  Amendments 
being  canvafled  in  the  Lower  Houfe,  met  with  fome 
Oppofition,  and  divers  Conferences  with  their  Lord- 
mips  enfued  :  At  length,  however,  the  two  Houfes 
agreed  to  every  Article,  and  the  Bill  foon  received  the 
royal  Sanction. 

No  Step  taken  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  the 
Courfe  of  this  Seffion,  was  more  interefting  to  the" 
People,  than  the  Enquiry  into  the  Lofs  of  Minorca, 
which  had  excited  fuch  loud  and  univerfal  Clamour. 

By 
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By  AddrefTes  to  the  King,  unanimoufly  voted,  the  Anno  1756. 
Commons  requefted  that  his  Majefty  would  give  Di- 
rections for  laying  before  them  Copies  of  all  the  Let- 
ters and  Papers,  containing  any  Intelligence  received 
by  the  Secretaries  of  State,  the  Commiflioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  or  any  others  of  his  JVIajefty's  Minifters, 
in  Relation  to  the  Equipment  of  the  French  Fleet  at 
Toulon,  or  the  Defigns  of  the  French  on  Minorca,  cr 
any  other  of  his  JVIajefty's  PofTeflions  in  Europe,  ftnce 
the  Firft  Day  of  January,  in  the  Year  1755,  to  the 
Firft  Day  of  laft  Auguft.  They  likewife  defired  to 
perufe  a  Lift  of  the  Ships  of  War  that  were  equipped 
and  made  ready  for  Sea,  from  the  Firft  of  Auguft,  in 
the  Year  1755,  to  the  30th  Day  of  April  in  the  fol- 
lowing Year  ;  with  the  Copies  of  all  Sailing  Orders 
fent  to  the  Commanders  during  that  Period  :  As  alfo  the 
State  and  Condition  of  his  Majefty's  Ships  in  the  fe~ 
veral  Ports  of  Great-Britain,  at  the  Time  of  Admiral 
Byng's  Departure,  with  the  Squadron  under  his  Com- 
mand, for  the  Relief  of  Fort  St.  Philip,  during  this 
Period  of  Time  above-mentioned,  according  to  the 
monthly  Returns  made  to  the  Admiralty,  with  the 
Number  of  Seamen  muftered  and  borne  on  board  the 
refpedtive  Ships.  They  demanded  Copies  of  all  Or- 
ders and  Inftructions  given  to  that  Admiral,  and  of 
Xetters  written  to  and  received  from  him  during  his 
Continuance  in  that  Command,  either  by  the  Secre- 
taries of  State,  or  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  relating 
to  the  Condition  of  his  Squadron,  and  to  the  Execu- 
tion of  his  Orders.  In  a  Word,  they  required  the 
Infpeclion  of  all  Papers  which  could,  in  any  Manner, 
tend  to  explain  the  Lofs  of  Minorca,  and  the  Mifcar- 
riage  of  Mr.  Byng's  Squadron.  His  Majefty  com- 
plied with  every  Article  of  their  Requefts  :  The 
Papers  were  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  Table  for  the  Perufal  of  the  Members,  and 
finally  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe. 

In  the  Courfe  of  their  Deliberations  they  addrefled 
his  Majefty  for  more  Information,  till  at  length  the 
Truth  feemed  to  be  fmothered  under  fuch  an  enor- 
mous Burthen  of  Papers,  as  the  Efforts  of  a  whole 
Seffion  could  not  have  properly  removed. 

Several 
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Anno  1756.  Several  Refolutions  were  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee, though  fome  of  them  were  not  carried  by  the 
Majority  without  violent  Difpute  and  fevere  Alterca- 
tion. The  firft  and  laft  of  their  Refolutions  require 
particular  Notice. 

By  the  former  it  appeared  to  the  Committee,  that 
his  Majefty,  from  the  27th  Day  of  Augujl,  in  the  Year 
1755,  to  the  20th  Day  of  April  in  the  fucceeding 
Year,  received  fuch  repeated  and  concurrent  Intelli- 
gence, as  gave  juft  Reafon  to  believe  that  the  French 
King  intended  to  invade  his  Dominions  of  Great* 
Britain  or  Ireland. 

In  the  latter  they  declared  their  Opinion,  that  no 
greater  Number  of  Ships  of  War  could  he  fent  into 
the  Mediterranean,  than  were  actually  fent  thither 
under  the  Command  of  Admiral  Byng ;  nor  any  greater 
Reinforcement  than  the  Regiment  which  was  fent,- 
and  the  Detachment,  equal  to  a  Battalion,  which  was 
ordered  to  the  Relief  of  Fort  St.  Philip,  confiftently 
with  the  State  of  the  Navy,  and  the  various  Services 
effential  to  the  Safety  of  his  Majefty's  Dominions, 
and  the  Interefts  of  his  Subjects. 

When  Sentence  had  been  pafTed  on  Admiral  Byng, 
a  Member  of  the  Court-Martial,  who  was  alfo  a 
Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  (Admiral  Keppell) 
flood  up  in  his  Place,  and  made  Application  to  the 
Houfe  in  Behalf  of  himfelf  and  fome  other  Members 
of  the  Court-Martial,  praying  the  Aid  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  be  releafed  from  the  Oath  of  Secrecy  impofed 
on  Courts-Martial,  that  they  might  difclofe  the 
Grounds  on  which  Sentence  of  Death  had  palled  on 
Admiral  Byng;  and  perhaps  difcover  fuch  Circum- 
itances  as  might  mew  the  Sentence  to  be  improper. 

Although  this  Application  produced  no  Refolution, 
yet  the  Day  following  (February  26,  1757)  the  Right 
Hon.  William  Pitt  (now  Earl  of  Chatham)  prefented, 
by  his  Majefty's  Order,  the  following  Meffage  to  the 
Hon.  Houfe  of  Commons  : 

GEORGE,  R. 
"   TT I S  Majefty,  agreeably  to  his   Royal  Word, 
<c   JlJI    f°r  fhe  Sake  of  Juftice,  and  of  Example  to 
«  the  Difcipline  of  the  Navy,  and  for  the  Safety  and 

"  Honour 
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rt  Honour  of  the  Nation,  was  determined  to  have  let  the   Anno  1756, 
*c  Law  take  its  Courfe  with  Relation  to  Admiral  Byng9  {    >  -j-   —  / 
M  as  upon  Monday  next  5  and  refilled  all  Solicitations 
M  to  the  contrary. 

cc  But  being  informed,  that  a  Member  of  the  Houfe 
<c  of  Commons,  who  was  a  Member  of  the  Court- 
*c  Martial,  which  tried  the  faid  Admiral,  has,  in  his 
*<  Place,  applied  to  the  Houfe,  in  Behalf  of  himfelf, 
<c  and  feveral  other  Members  of  the  faid  Court,  pray- 
"  ing  the  Aid  of  Parliament  to  be  releafed  from  the 
"  Oath  of  Secrecy  impofed  on  Courts-Martial,  in 
"  order  to  difclofe  the  Grounds  whereon  Sentence  of 
"  Death  paffed  on  the  faid  Admiral,  the  Refult  of 
"  which  Difcovery  may  fhew  the  Sentence  to  be  im- 
cc  proper ;  his  Majefly  has  thought  fit  to  refpite  the 
"  Execution  of  the  fame,  in  order  that  there  may  be 
**'  an  Opportunity  of  knowing  by  the  feparate  Exa- 
<c  mination  of  the  Members  of  the  faid  Court,  upon 
"  Oath,  what  Ground  there  is  for  the  above  Sug- 
"  geftion." 

"  His  Majefty  \s  determined  ftill  to  let  this  Sen- 
<c  tence  be  carried  into  Execution,  unlefs  it  fhall  ap- 
cc  pear,  from  the  faid  Examination,  that  Admiral 
"  Byng  was  unjuftly  condemned.  G.  R.'* 

In  Confequence  of  this  Meflage,  a  Motion  was 
made  for  bringing  in  a  Bill  to  releafe  from  the  Obli- 
gation of  the  Oath  of  Secrecy,  the  Members  of  the 
Court-Martial  appointed  for  the  Trial  of  Admiral 
Byng,  purfuant  to  the  Exception  contained  in  the  faid 
Oath  ;  and  Mr.  Potter,  and  Sir  Francis Dajhwood 'being 
ordered  to  prepare  the  fame,  it  was  accordingly  pre- 
pared, prefented,  read,  amended,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrofled  all  in  one  Day. 

This  Bill  met  with  fome  Oppofition  from  Fetters 
Cornwall,  Efq;  who  made  the  following  Speech  a- 
gainft  it. 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 

*  It  is  now  fome  Time  fince  I  have  been  able  to  at-vdters  Corn* 
tend  my  Duty  here,  and  I  am   fure,    by  my  prefentwall,  Efqj 
Appearance,  you  will  judge  I  had  hardly  attended  To- 
day, had  it  not  been  on  this  very  new  and  very  extra- 
ordinary Bill,  of  wh;ch  I  will  firft  try-  to  ftate  the 

Cafe, 
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Anno  1756.   Cafe,  were  it  merely  to  be  fet  right,  if  I  do  not  truly 
*  apprehend  it. 

«  The  Law  for  regulating  Courts-Martial  by  Sea, 
fays,  that  no  Member  of  the  Court  fhall,  after  Sen- 
tence, be  at  Liberty  to  difclofe  the  Reafons  on  which 
he  voted,  unlefs  enabled  and  obliged  thereto  by  Act  of 
Parliament ;  and  now,  Sir,  what  comes  next  ?  Why 
truly,  a  Member  of  a  late  Court-Martial,  who  is  alfo 
a  Member  of  this  Houfe,  ftands  up  in  his  Place  (a 
Fortnight  at  leaft  after  a  late  Sentence)  and  declares, 
that  though  the  Court  was  then  unanimous,  yet,  that 
himfelf  and  feveral  others  have  now  great  Trouble  of 
Mind,  which  he  cannot  reveal,  as  the  Law  now 
ftands.  Nothing  more  \s  then  faid  or  done,  but  the 
Houfe  proceeds  to  other  Bufinefs.  To-day  a  MefTage 
comes  from  the  Crown,  that  his  Majefty,  on  hearing 
what  pafled  in  the  Houfe,  had  refpited  the  Execution 
of  Admiral  Byng9  to  give  the  Parliament  Time  for 
taking  this  Matter  into  Confideration ;  and  he  pro- 
mifes,  that  Execution  fhall  go  at  the  End  of  that 
Time,  unlefs  the  Legiflature  fhould  fee  Caufe  to  the 
contrary. 

c  And  how  is  this  MefTage  ufhered  into  the  Houfe  ? 
A  certain  Gentleman  ftands  up,  and  fays,  that  he  went 
to  the  King  laft  Night,  told  him  what  had  pafTed  in 
the  Houfe  the  Day  before,  and  had,  in  Confequence 
of  it,  advifed  his  Majefty  to  fend  this  MefTage.  And 
fuch,  Sir,  is  my  Opinion  of  the  very  Hon.  Gentle- 
man, that  I  am  fure  his  Good-nature  muft  have  con- 
quered his  Prudence,  and  the  preiling  Inftances  of 
Friends  muft  for  once  have  got  the  better  of  his  Duty 
to  the  Houfe ;  for,  according  to  Order,  no  Member 
ought  to  tell  even  his  Friend  what  paries  in  this  Houfe; 
and  furely,  Sir,  one  of  your  own  principal  Members 
is  not  to  ftep  into  the  Clofet  the  Moment  we  are  up, 
to  reveal  there  an  Incident  of  this  great  Importance. 
."But  let  us  fee,  Sir,  how  far  a  ConducT:  like  this  may 
go  :  It  divulges  not  only  all  our  Intentions,  whilft 
they  are  in  Embryo,  to  the  Throne,  but  fuch  hafty 
MefTages  may  flop,  by  Prorogations  or  DifTolutions, 
all  our  Schemes  under  Confideration  for  carrying  on 
Government  and  the  public  Good,  and  may  blunt,  if 
not  break,   even  the  Sword  of  Impeachment  itfelf, 

which 
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which  nobody  but  ourfelvcs  can  draw,  and  which  is   Anno  1756. 
our  only  Defence  againft  evil  and  corrupt  Minifters. 
But  alas  !  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  now  to  fay  by  whom 
this  has  been  done.     The  worthy  Gentleman  is  in  my 
Eye,  and  fits  over  againft  me,  and  I  will  do  him  the 
Juftice  to  fay,  that  I  think  him  the  moft  uncorrupt, 
as  well  as  the  moft  popular  Minifter  we  ever  had  ;  but, 
perfpicacious  as  he  is,  he  mull  fuffer  his  Friend,  who 
is  only  a  Stander-by,  to  tell  him,  that  the  unhappy- 
Man/ who  is  the  chief  Object  of  this  Menage,    and 
of  the  very  abfurd   Bill  in  Confequence  of  it,    and 
which   is  upon  full  Speed  here,  has  demolifhed  one 
Miniftry,    and  will,    I  now  prophecy,  overturn  an- 
other.    But  if  he  muft  be  pardoned,  (and  who  ever 
heard  or  read  of  an  Admiral's  being  executed  ?)  let  his 
Majefty  do  it  by  Virtue  of  his  Royal  Prerogative,  and 
then  the  Sentence,  legal  as  it  is,  and  the  Severity  of 
the  Articles  of  War  will  be  no  longer  fo  unjuftly  cen- 
fured  ;  and  fince  they  are,  it  is  impoilible  for  me  to 
fit   (till,    who  caufed  the   Severity.     You,    Sir,    and 
many  now  in  the  Houfe,  remember  that  I  had  the 
Honour  to  move  to  be  in  the  Chair  in  a  former  Medi- 
terranean Enquiry,  in  the  laft  War,  when,  if  Officers 
had  done  their  Duty,  Millions  had  been  faved,  and  a 
much  better  Peace,  without  any  French  War,  had  en- 
fued.     And  if,  from  fraternal  Affection,  I  may  be  al- 
lowed to  connect  fmall  Things  with  great,  my  neareft 
Relation  might  have  been  now  alive  in  the  Service  of 
his  Country ;  and  the  ccftly  and  unanimous  Reward 
of  the  Legiilature  had  never  been  fo  gracioufly  be- 
llowed upon  his  Memory.     But  how,  Sir,  will  mili- 
tary Service  be  carried  on  with  Spirit,   unlefs  we  mew 
our  Officers  that  we  can  punifb  as  well  as  reward  ? 
And  though  more  notorious  Cowardice  than  that  of 
Kirkby  and  Wade  under  Admiral  Bemboiv,  appeared  in 
the  late  War,  yet  one  poor  Lieutenant  was  the  fingle 
Scape-goat.     And  pray,  where  has  been  our  Courage 
in  this  ?  Nothing  like  it  appeared  in  the  Perfon  lately 
tried.     We  learn,     Sir,    from  the  Judge-Advocate's 
Account,    the  new    Terms   of  muzzling,    lafquing, 
and  angling;  nay,  I  feel  too,  that, in  fpeaking  againft 
the  Bill,  I  muft  be  muzzled,  or  thought  fanguinary, 
efpecially  as  you  know,  Sir,  tliat  I  formerly  moved  to 

leave 
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Anno  1756.  leave  out  thofe  lenient  Words  in  the  old  Bill ;  for  I 
faw  plainly,  that  nobody  fo  high  as  a  Captain  would 
ever  be  fhot,  as  long  as  Courts-Martial  had  a  Power 
to  inflict  Death,  or  fuch  other  Punifhment  as  to  them 
fhould  feem  meet.  And  now  truly,  the  juft  Sentence 
that  is  pafTed  on  the  moft  flagrant  Guilt,  is  interlarded, 
as  we  are  told,  with  a  Defire  of  Mercy,  which,  on 
Doubts  arifing  in  the  Royal  Breaft,  is  referred  to  the 
Judges,  who  pronounce  it  legal.  What  follows  ?  A 
new  Twig  is  catched  at;  one  of  the  Court  complains, 
is  repentant,  wants  a  new  Kind  of  papal  Authority  to 
clear  up  his  Confcience  ;  and  it  hurts  me  much  to  in- 
fift,  that  this  ill-concerted  MefTage  is  built  on  this 
fandy  and  deftrud-tive  Foundation,  which  you,  Sir, 
have  pronounced,  ex  Cathedra^  to  be  moft  new  and 
dangerous,  and  a  learned  Gentleman,  very  high  in  the 
Law,  told  us  juft  now,  that  the  whole  was  abfurd  and 
illegal ;  nor  can  I  have  fat  here  towards  forty  Years, 
without  knowing  it  to  be  unprecedented  and  unpar- 
liamentary ;  and  though  there  has  been  no  Divifion 
this  whole  Seflion,  I  will  divide  the  Houfe  To-night, 
though  the  Minority  mould  confift  of  three  only, 
which  I  once  remember  to  have  been  the  Cafe,  and 
who  were  then  faid  without  Doors  to  have  been  in  the 
right. 

But  mould  this  Meafure  be  ever  fo  much  prede- 
termined here,  there  is  another  Houfe  that  will  take 
nothing  for  granted,  merely  becaufe  it  comes  from 
this,  and  where  no  tender-confcienced  Lord  can  be 
the  Foundation  of  fuch  a  Superftructure.  Upon  the 
whole,  Sir,  I  truft,  they  will  reject  the  Bill  for  its 
Novelty  and  want  of  Evidence,  if  not  for  many  other 
expreffed  and  implied  Reafons,  which  the  Managers 
for  the  Commons  muft,  on  a  Conference,  acknow- 
ledge, or  quarrel  with  the  other  Houfe,  which  will 
now  be  of  worfe  Confequence,  and  full  as  ridiculous 
as  the  clerical  and  parliamentary  Difputes  amongft 
oldeft  and  moft  bitter  Enemies.  So  I  only  repeat  what 
I  faid  before,  that  if  this  unhappy  Man  can  himfelf 
wiih  to  live,  let  him  drag  on  a  miferable  Life,  under 
the  all-powerful  and  too  benign  Shelter  of  the  Royal 
Prerogative.' 

February 
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February  28,  the  Bill  was  read  a  third  Time,  .and  Anno  1756. 
pafled  ;  and  Mr.  Potter  was  ordered  to  carry  it  to  the 
Lords  *  ;  who,  after  examining  the  feveral  Members  of 
the  faid  Court-Martial  upon  Oath,  unanimoufly  re- 
jected the  faid  Bill.  The  principal  Queftions  put  to 
the  feveral  Members  were  thefe  : 

I.  Whether  you  know  any  Matter  that  palTed  pre- 
vious to  the  Sentence  pronounced  upon  Admiral  Byng> 
which  may  fhew  that  Sentence  to  have  been  unjuft? 

II.  Whether  you  know  any  Matter  that  paffed  pre- 
vious to  the  faid  Sentence,  which  may  fhew  that  Sen- 
tence to  have  been  given  through  any  undue  Practice 
or  Motive  ? 

III.  Whether  you  are  defirous  that  the  Bill  now 
under  the  Confideration  of  the  Houfe,  for  difpenfing 
with  the  Oath  of  Secrecy,  mould  pafs  into  a  Law  ? 

IV.  Whether  you  are  of  Opinion,  that  you  have 
any  Particulars  to  reveal,  relative  to  the  Cafe  of,  and 
the  Sentence  pafTed  upon,  Admiral  Byng,  which  you 
judge  neceflary  for  his  Majefty's  Information,  and 
which  you  think  likely  to  incline  his  Majefty  to 
Mercy  ? 

The  nrft  and  fecond  Queftions  were  unanimoufly 
anfwered  in  the  Negative,  and  the  third  and  fourth 
were  alfo  anfwered  in  the  Negative  by 


Vice- Admiral  Smith,  the 
Prefident  of  the  Court- 
Martial. 

Rear- Admiral  Halbourne. 

Rear- Admiral  Broderkk. 

Captain  Holmes. 


Captain  Geary, 
Captain  Boys. 
Captain  Simcot. 
Captain  Douglas, 
Captain  Beniley. 
Captain  Denis, 


To  the  third,  Rear- Admiral  Norris*,  Captain  Mcore^ 
and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Keppel  anfwered  in  the  Affirmative. 
The  feveral  Anfwers  of  the  fame  Gentlemen  to  the 
fourth,  were  as  follows  : 

Rear- Admiral  Norrls.]  At  the  Time  I  faid  I  was 
defirous  the  Act  mould  take  Place,  I  underftood  that 
we  fhould  have  an  Opportunity  of  delivering  our  par- 
ticular Reafons,  for  figning  the  Sentence,  and  Letter 
of  Recommendation. 

Captain  Moore."]  I  do  not  think  myfelf  at  Liberty, 
while  I  am  under  this  Oath,  to  anfwer  that  Quefiion. 

*  On  the  2d  of  Manb,  the  Lords  took  this  Bill  into  Confideration. 

Vox^V,  P  *  The 
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Am%  1756.  The  Hon.  Mr.  keppeL]  I  think  that  I  cannot  a*i~ 
fwcr  that  Queflion  without  particularizing  the  &ea-> 
fons  for  my  Vote  and  Opinion. 

On  Monday  the  4th  of  Julyy  his  Majefty  put  an, 
End  to  the  Seifion  with  the  following  Speech. 

44  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

M  A  FTER  fo  long  and  diligent  an  Attendance 
44  jf\,  upon  the  public,  Bufinefs,  it  is  Time  that  I 
*c  (hould  give  you  fome  Recefs.  But  I  cannot  put  an 
44  End  to  the  Seffion,  without  exprefling  my  entire 
44  Satisfaction  in  the  many  Proofs  I  have  received  of 
44  your  Zeal  and  Affection  fof  my  Perfon  andGovern- 
44  ment,  and  for  your  unfeigned  Concern  for  my 
44  Honour  and  real  Support. 

4S  The  Succour  and  Prefervation  of  my  Dominions 
ic  in  America  have  been  my  conftant  Care.  And,  next 
"  to  the  Security  of  my  Kingdoms,  they  fhall  con- 
44  tjnue  to  be  my  great  and  principal  Obje£t :  And  I 
44  have  taken  fuch  Meafures,  as  I  truft,  by  the  Blef- 
44  fing  of  God,  may  effe&ually  difappoint  the  Defigng 
44  of  my  Enemies  in  thofe  Parts. 

44  I  have  had  no  other  View,  but  to  vindicate  the 
*c  juft  Rights  of  my  Crown  and  Subjects  from  the 
44  moft  injurious  Encroachments ;  to  preferve  Tran- 
4C  quillity,  as  far  as  the  Circumftance^s  of  Things 
44  might  admit ;  and  to  prevent  our  true  Friends,  and 
44  the  Liberties  of  Europe ,  from  being  oppreffed  or 
44  endangered  by  any  unprovoked  and  unnatural  Con- 
44  junaion." 

:    4<  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

4C  I  thank  you  for  the  large  Supplies  which  you 
*c  have  fo  chearful.lv  and  unanimously  given  me.  It 
"  affords  me/great  fleafure,  that  the  frugal  Ufe  mad* 
44  of  the  Confidence  repofed  in  me  the  laft  Year,  has 
44  been  an  Inducement  to  you  to  renew  the  fame  ;  and 
"  you  may  be  affured^  that  it  fhall  be  applied  only  to 
44  the  Purpofes  for  which  it  was  intended. 

4C  I  fhall  be  particularly  attentive  to  reduce  all  un- 
4<  neceflary  Expences,  in  order  the  better  to  provide 
44  for  the  great  and  requifite  Services  of  the  War." 
a  '  "  My 
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*£  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen* 
*e  I  have  nothing  to  defire  of  you,  but  what  is  ^nno  1756. 
ft  equally  efiential  to  your  own  Intereft,  and  to  my 
u  Service.  Let  it  be  your  conftant  Endeavour  to 
**  promote  Harmony  and  good  Agreement  among  my 
*c  faithful  Subjects  j  that,  by  our  Union  at  home, 
**  we  may  be  the  better  able  to  repel  and  fruftrate 
"  abroad  the  dangerous  Defigns  of  the  Enemies  of 
u  my  Crown," 


A  LIST  of  the  Public  ACTS  patted  during  tnis 
Sefiion. 

AN  Act,  For  raiftng  the  Sum  of  1,056,005!.  by  way 
of  Lottery. 

An  Act,  To  difcontinue  for  a  limited  Time  the  Duties 
upon  Corn  and  Flour  imported,  and  alfo  upon  fuch  Corn 
and  Flour  as  jball  be  taken  from  the  Enemy,  and  brought 
into  this  Kingdom. 

An  Act,  To  prohibit  for  a  limited  Time  the  Exportation 
ef  Corn,  Grain,  Meal,  Malt,  Flour,  Bread,  Bifcuity 
Starch,  Beef,  Pork,  Bacon,  and  other  Victual  (except 
Fijh,  and  Roots,  and  Rice,  to  be  exported  to  any  Part  of 
Europe  Southward  of  Cape  Finifterre)  from  his  Ma* 
jejlfs  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  America,  unlefs  to 
Great-Britain  or  Ireland,  or  to  fome  of  the  fold  Colonies 
and  Plantations ;  and  to  permit  the  Importation  of  Corn 
and  Flour  into  Great-Britain  and  Ireland  in  neutral 
Ships  -,  and  to  allow  the  Exportation  of  Wheat,  Barley, 
Oats,  Meal,  and  Flour,  from  Great -Britain  to  the  Ifta 
of  Man,  for  the  life  of  the  Inhabitants  there. 

An  Act,  For  .punijhing  Mutiny  and  Defertion,  and  for 
the  better  Payment  of  the  Army  and  their  Quarters. 

An  Act,  For  the  fpeedy  and  effectual  recruiting  of  his 
Majeflfs  Land  Forces  and  Marines. 

An  Act,  For  granting  an  Aidto  his  Majejly  by  a  Land- 
Tax  of  4s.  in  the  Pound. 

An  Act,  For  .continuing  and  granting  Duties  upon 
Malt,  Mum,  Cyder  and  Perry. 

An  Act,  For  granting  additional  Duties  on  Nexus- 
Papers,  Advertifemtnts9  Licences,  he.  The  Militia  Acl. 
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Anno  1756.^       Ah  A&,  To  enable  his  Majefy  to  ra'ife  One  Million. 
An  A£l,  For  granting  a  Bounty  on  the  White-Herring- 
Fijhery. 

An  Aft,  For  granting  a  Sum  out  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
to  pay  the  Hanoverian  Troops. 

An  Ac\  To  prevent  the  Mi/behaviour  of  Drivers  of 
Carts. 

An  Act,  For  preventing  thefpreading  of  the  Dijlemper 
among  the  Horned  Cattle. 

An  AcT:,  To  punijh  Perfons  who  Jhatl  attempt  to  attain 
Pojfejfion  of  Goods  or  Money  by  falfe  Pretences,  and  to 
prevent  unlawful  pawning  of  Goods  ;  and  gaming  in  Pub- 
lic Houfes. 

An  A&>  To  prohibit  the  making  Low  Wine  and  Spirits 
from  Wheat,  Barley,  or  Malt.  , 

An  A£t,  For  the  better  Regulation  of  the  Marines  on- 
shore. 

An  A&,  To  rectify  a  Mi/lake  in  a  Recruiting  Aft  % 
for  continuing  for  a  longer  Term  the  Diftillers  Aft. 

An  A£fc,  For  difcontinuing  for  a  longer  Time  the  Duties 
upon  Corn,  &c.  taken  from  the  Enemy^  and  brought  into 
ibis  Kingdom. 

An  A£t,  For  extending  the  Liberty  of  importing  Bar- 
Iron  from  his  Majejlfs  Colonies  in  America,  to  all  the 
Ports  of  Great-Britain. 

An  A£tj  For  enlarging  the  Term  for  repairing  and  im- 
proving the  Haven  of  Southwold  in  Suffolk. 

An  A£t*  For  the  afcertaining  the  Poor's-Rates,  and 
regulating  the  Poor,  in  St.  Luke,  Middlefex. 

An  Act,  To  amend  an  Aft  29  George  II.  to  prevent 
unlawful  Combinations  of  Workmen  employed  in  the  Wool- 
len Manufactures,  and  for  better  Payment  of  their 
Wages,  &c. 

An  Ac~t,  For  Varying  certain  Limitations  in  a  Grant 
made  by  King  Charles  IL  of  a  Duty  on  Coals,  to  Charles 
late  Duke  of  Richmond,  for  enabling  the  prefent  Duke 
to  make  a  fointure  on  his  intended  Marriage  with  Lady 
Mary  Bruce. 

[King  Charles  II.  granted  to  his  Son  Charles  Duke 
of  Richmond  and  Lenox,  and  his  Heirs,  the  Sum  of 
12  d.  on  every  Chaldron  of  Coals  fhipped  at  NewcaflU 
to  be  fpent  in  England,  and  alfo  the  yearly  Sums  of 
1838/.  12  s.  6  d.  and  612/.  17^.  6d.  payable  to  his 
5  &i& 
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faid  Majefty  on  feveral  former  Demifes  of  the  faid    Anno  1756. 

Duty,    fubjeft  to  the  yearly  Payment  of  500/.   to  Sir 

Tho?nas  Clarges,    his    Heirs  and  Affigns,   and  of  1/. 

6  s.  8d.  to  his  Majefty  and  his  Heirs.     The  Intention 

of  this  Act  is  to  limit  the  faid  Coaj  Duty  to  the  male 

Line,  in  order  to  fupport  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of 

the  Title ;   and  to  enable  Lady  Mary  Bruce,  a  Minor, 

on  her  Marriage  with  his  Grace,  to  accept  of  a  Grant 

of  3000/.  a  Year,    payable  out  of  the  faid  Duty  in 

Lieu   and  Bar  of    her  Dower,    and  Thirds  pf  hi 9 

Grace's  Eftate.] 

An  Act,  For  fettling  a  certain  yearly  Sum  upon  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Cbuntefs  of  Eufton,  out  of  certain  yearly 
Penfions  iffuin^  out  of  the  hereditary  Revenue  of  the  Excife. 

[King  Charles  II.  granted  a  yearly  Penfion  of  3000/? 
to  each  of  his  three  Sons,  Charles  Earl  of  Southamp^ 
ton,  Henry  Earl  of  Eufton,  and  George,  then  Earl  of 
'Northumberland,  and  their  Heirs  male ;  by  which 
Grant,  upon  the  Death  and  Failure  of  Iffue  male  of 
any  of  the  faid  Sons,  his  yearly  Penfion  was  limited 
over  in  Moieties  to  the  two  remaining  Sons,  and  their 
Heirs  male  refpe&ively.  The  late  Duke  of  Grafton 
was  pofTeffed  of  one  of  the  three  faid  yearly  Penfions, 
and  alfo  of  a  Moiety  of  the  other;  and  the  Intention 
of  this  Acl:  was  to  enable  the  prefent  Duke  to  fettle 
1500/.  a  Year,  Part  of  the  faid  Penfion,  upon  the 
Hon.  Anne  Liddel%  only  Child  of  the  Right  Hon, 
Lord  Ravenfworth  (with  whom  his  Lordfhip  received 
40,000/.  as  a  Marriage  Portion)  in  Part  of  hey 
Jointure.]  J, 

An  A<5,  For  vefting  the '  EJlaie  and  Inter  eft  late  of 
Robert  Cheatham,  Efq\  deceafed,  in  the  Duties  granted 
by  Parliament  for  maintaining  Edyftone  Light-houfe,  in 
Truftees,  to  raife  Money  to  rebuild  the  faid  Light-houfe. 

An  Acl:,  To  enable  Mary  Jeffreys,  the  Wife  of  Jef- 
frey Jeffreys,  Efq\  a  Lunatic,  and  the  Co?nmittee  of  his 
Eftate  for  the  Tune  being,  to  make  Lmfes  thereof,  &c« 
during  the  Continuance  of  the  faid  Lunatic's  Inter  e/i 
therein. 

An  Acl:,  To  empower  the  Warden  and  Society  of  the 
King's  Town  of  Sutton  Coldfield  in  Warwickfhire,  to 
grant  Part  of  a  Common  called  Sutton  Coldfield-Park* 
unto  Simon  Luttrell,  Efq-,  noiu  Lord  Irnham, 
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Hiftory   and  Proceedings 

OF    THE 

FOURTH    SESSION 

O  F    T  H  E 
Eleventh  Parliament   of   Great-Britain. 

On  the  Firjl  of  December,  1757,  the  Parliament  met  at 
Weftminfter,  when  his  Mtyefty  went  to  the  Houfe  of 
Peers,  and  made  the  following  Speech* 


"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

757-   «   JT  would  have  given  me  the  greateft  Pleafure  to 

'x    1^  have  acquainted  you,  at  the  Opening  of  this 

;<  Seffion,  that  our  Succeis  in  carrying  on  the  War 

:'  had  been  equal  to  the  Juftice  of  our  Caufe,  and  the 

Extent  and  Vigour  of  the  Meafures  formed  for  that 

Purpofe. 

"  I  have  the  fjrmeffc  Confidence,  that  the  Spirit 
and  Bravery  of  this  Nation,  fo  renowned  in  alj 
Times,  and  which  have  formerly  furmounted  fo 
many  Difficulties,  are  not  to  be  abated  by  fome 
Difappointments.  Thefe,  I  trufl,  by  the  BlelHng 
of  God,  and  your  Zeal  and  Ardour  for  my  Ho- 
nour, and  the  Welfare  of  your  Country,  may  be 
retrieved.  -It  is  my  Ext  Refolution  to  apply  my 
utmoft  Efforts  for  the  Security  of  my  Kingdoms, 
and  for  the  Recovery  and  Protection  of  the  Poifef- 
fions  and  Rights  of  my  Crown  and  Subjects  in 
America ,  and  elfewhere ;  as  well  by  the  ftrongeft 
Exertion  of  our  naval  Force,  as  by  all  other  Me^ 
thods.  Another  great  Object,  which  I  have  at 
Heart,  h  the  Preiervation  of  the  Proteftant  Reli~ 
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*f  gion,  and  the  Liberties  of  Europe  %    and  in  that    Anno  1757, 
*<  View,  to  adhere  to,  and  encourage  rny  Allies. 

<c  For  this  Caufe,  I  mall  decline  no  Inconvenien- 
<l  cies  ;  and,  in  this  Caufe,  I  earneftly  defire  your 
*•■  hearty  Concurrence,  and  vigorous  Affiftance.  The 
"  late  ngnal  Succefs  in  Germany  has  given  a  happy 
**  Turn  to  Affairs,  which  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to 
"  improve ;  and,  in  this  critical  Conjuncture,  the 
cc  Eyes  of  all  Europe  are  upon  you.  In  particular, 
*c  I  mult  recommend  it  to  you,  that  my  good  Bro- 
*c  ther  and  Ally  the  King  of  PruJJta,  may  be  fup- 
<c  ported  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  his  Magnanimity  and 
%  active  £eal  for  the  common  Caufe  deferve." 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

<c  It  gives  me  the  utmoft  Concern,  that  the  large 
€i  Supplies,  which  yoa  have  already  granted  for  car- 
<5  rying  on  the  War,  have  not  produced  all  the  good 
"  Effects  we  had  Reafon  to  hope  for.  But  I  have  fo 
<c  great  a  Reliance  on  your  Wifdom,  as  not  to  doubt 
«*  of  your  Perfeverance,  I  only  defire  fuch  Supplies 
"  as  fhall  be  neceffary  for  the  public  Service ;  and,  to 
**■  that  End,  have  ordered  the  proper  Eftimates  to  be 
u  laid  before  you.  You  may  depend  upon  it,  that 
«  the  beft  and  moft  faithful  CEconomy  fhall  be  ufed.** 

u  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

<c  I  have  had  fuch  ample  Experience  of  the  Loyalty 
<c  and  good  Affections  of  my  faithful  Subjects  towards 
"  me,  my  Family,  and  Government,  in  all  Circum- 
*.<  ftances,  that  I  am  confident  they  are  not  to  be 
<c  fhaken.  But  I  cannot  avoid  taking  Notice  of  that 
<c  Spirit  of  Diforder,  which  has  {hewn  itfelf  amongft 
M  the  common  People,  in  fome  Parts  of  the  Kingdom. 
**  Let  me  recommend  it  to  you,  to  do  your  Part  in 
"  difcouraging  and  fupprefllng  fuch  Abufes,  and  for 
<c  maintaining  the  Laws,  and  lawful  Authority.  If 
<c  any  thing  mail  be  found  wanting,  to  explain  or 
*6  enforce  what  may  have  been  mifunderftood  or  mif- 
"  reprefented,  I  am  perfuaded  it  will  not  efcape  your 
"  Attention. 

"  Nothing  can  be  fo  conducive  to  the  Defence  of 

*c  all  that  is  dear  to  us,  as  well  as  for  reducing  our 

P  4  "  Enemie- 
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Anno  1757.   "  Enemies  to  Reafon,  as  Union  and  Harmony  amongft 
"  ourfelves." 

The  following  Addrefs  was  agreed  to  without  Op* 
pofition. 

The  humble  ADDRESS  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

"  Moil  Gracious  Sovereign, 

"  "IITE  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
"  VV  Subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain 
"  ia  Parliament  afferabled,  return  your  Majefty  our 
<c  humble  Thanks  for  your  moil  gracious  Speech 
<c  from  the  Throne. 

"  We  beg  Leave  to  afltire  your  Majefty,  that  this 

"  Houfe  fees,  with  the  deepeft  Concern,   the  Succefs 

"  of  your  Majefty's  Arms  fo  unequal  to  the  Juftice 

"  of  your  Caufe,  and  to  the  Extent  and  Vigour  of 

.  "  the  Meafures  formed  for  that  Purpofe. 

"  Your  faithful  Commons  firmly  rely,  that,  as 
"  your  Majefty  in  your  royal  Juftice  has  endeavoured 
"  to  trace  the  Caufes  of  paft  Difappointments,  your 
"  Majefty  will  alfo  in  your  high  Wifdom  open  better 
•"Hopes  of  future  Profperities,  by  invigorating  our 
"  Enterprizes,  and  animating  the  Attempts  of  the 
"  Britijh  Arms  :  And  in  this  Confidence,  they  will 
"  chearfully  fupport  your  Majefty  in  the  utmoft  Ef- 
**  forts  for  the  Security  of  your  Kingdoms,  and  for 
"  the  Recovery  and  Protection  of  the  PofTeflions  and 
.  "  Rights  of  your  Crown  and  Subjects  in  America,  and 
"  el fe where ;  as  well  by  the  ftrongeft  Exertion  of 
"  your  Majefty's  naval  Force,  as  by  all  other  adequate 
"  Methods. 

"  Permit  us  to  afTure  your  Majefty,  that  your 
"  faithful  Commons,  excited  by  Zeal  for  the  Pro- 
ct  teftant  Caufe  and  the  Liberties  of  Europe,  do,  with 
"  moft  unfeigned  Joy,  humbly  offer  their  Congratu- 
"  lations  to  your  Majefty  on  the  late  fignal  Succefs 
"  in  Germany ;  and  that  they  will  vigoroufly  and  ef- 
"  fe£tually  enable  your  Majefty  to  improve  the  happy 
"  Turn  of  Affairs  there,  and,  in  particular,  to  fup~ 
"  port  your  good  Ally  the  King  of  Pruffia,  in  fuch  a 
*s  Manner,  "as  the  Magnanimity  and  unexampled  Ef- 

*"  forts 
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u  forts  of  that  great  Prince,  in  Defence  of  the  reli-  Anno  1757. 
"  gious  and  civil  Liberties  of  Europe,  deferve  and  re- 
u  quire. 

"  We  fhould  be  wanting  to  ourfelves,  and  to  thofe 
"  we  reprefent,  not  to  acknowledge,  with  all  dutiful 
<c  Gratitude,  your  Majefty's  paternal  and  feafonable 
**  Care  for  the  interior  Tranquillity  and  Safety  of 
"  your  Subjects,  in  having  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
*'  recommend  to  us  to  do  our  Part  for  maintaining 
"  the  Laws  and  lawful  Authority  againft  that  Spirit 
*c  of  Diforder  which  has  fhewn  itfelf  amongft  the 
"  lower  People  in  fome  Parts  of  the  Kingdom  ;  and 
"  we  will  not  fail,  in  due  Time,  to  take  into  ourmoft 
<c  ferious  Confideration  the  propereft  Methods  for  dif- 
•*  couraging  and  fuppreffing  fuch  Abufes,  and  for 
*c  preventing  the  Caufes  of  the  like  Mifchiefs  here- 
in after." 

His  MAJESTY'S  ANSWER. 

M  Gentlemen, 

"  T  Return  you  my  Thanks  for  your  dutiful  and 
*<  J  [  affectionate  Addrefs  ;  and  for  this  unanimous 
"  Mark  of  your  Zeal  for  the  Honour  of  my  Crown, 
*'  and  the  Support  of  the  common  Caufe,  and  parti- 
«'  cularly  of  my  good  Brother  and  Ally  the  King  of 
«  Pruffia. 

"  You  may  depend  on  my  conftant  Endeavours  for 
<c  the  Safety  and  Welfare  of  my  Kingdoms,  and  for 
t<  the  Prefervation  of  the  Liberties  of  Europe," 

The  Supplies  this  SeiHon  amounted  in  the  whole  to 
ten  Millions  four  hundred  eighty-fix  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  fifty- feven  Pounds. 

The  Supply  which  the  Commons  granted  for  the 
Subfiftence  of  the  Hanoverian  Army  was  in  Purfuance 
of  the  following  MefTage  from  the  King,  which  was 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt. 

GEORGE,  R. 

tc  T  fI3  Majefty  having  ordered  the  Army,  formed 
*c  J  iTl  1^  Year  in  his  electoral  Dominions,  to  be 
*c  put  again  into  Motion  from  the  28th  of  November 

«  lair, 
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Anno  1757.  "  laft,  and  to  act  with  the  utmoft  Vigour  againftthe 
u  common  Enemy,  in  Concert  with  his  good  Brother 
"  and  Ally  the  King  of  Pruffia ;  and  the  exhaufted 
"  and  ruined  State  of  that  Electorate,  and  of  its 
"  Revenues,  having  rendered  it  impoflible  for  the 
"  fame  to  maintain  and  keep  together  that  Army,  un- 
"  til  the  further  necenary  Charge  thereof,  as  well  as 
u  the  more  particular  Meafures  now  concerting  for 
**  the  effectual  Support  of  the  King  of  Pruffia ,  can 
"  be  laid  before  this  Houfe  ;  his  Majeity,  relying  on 
*c  the  conftant  Zeal  of  his  faithful  Commons,  for  the 
*'  Support  of  the  Proteftant  Religion,  and  of  the 
"  Liberties  of  Europe^  againft  the  dangerous  Deiigns 
**  of  France  and  her  Confederates,  finds  himfelf,  in 
"  the  mean  Time,  under  the  abfolute  Neceffity  of  re- 
ct  commending  to  this  Houfe  the  fpeedy  Confederation 
*'  of  fuch  a  prefent  Supply,  as  may  enable  his  Ma- 
4t  jefty,  in  this  critical  Emergency,  to  fubfift  and 
•**  keep  together  the  faid  Army." 

In  Confequence  of  this  Meflage,  100,000/.  was 
tmanimoufly  granted,  to  be  taken  immediately  out  of 
the  Supplies  of  laft  Year  unapplied,  and  to  be  remit- 
ted with  all  poffible  Difpatch. 

The  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  was  never  known 
to  be  fo  unanimous  as  at  this  Time.  There  were  no 
Debates  this  Seffion  on  any  public  Topic :  So  that 
there  is  nothing  to  record  in  this  Work  but  an  Ac- 
count of  the  feveral  Laws  which  they  made. 

The  Treaty  with  Pruffia  was  renewed,  and  approved 
by  Parliament.  An  Act  was  made  to  remedy  fome 
Defects  which  had  been  found  in  the  laft  Militia  Act. 

In  the  Beginning  of  this  Seflion  the  Lord  Barrings 
ton,  as  Secretary  at  War,  informed  the  Houfe,  by  his, 
Majefty^s  Command,  that  Lieutenant-General  Sir 
John  Mor daunt i  a  Member  of  that  Houfe,  was  in  Ar- 
reft  for  Difobedience  of  his  Majefty's  Orders,  while 
employed  on  the  late  Expedition  to  the  Coaft  of 
France.  The  Commons  immediately  refolved,  That 
an  Addrefs  fhould  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  return- 
ing him  the  Thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  his  gracious 
Meffage  of  that  Day5  in  the  Communication  he  had 

been 
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been  pleafed  to  make  of  the  Reafon  for  putting  Lieu-   4«no  mp. 
tenant-General  Sir  John  Mor daunt  in  Arreft. 

Among  the  various  Objects  of  Commerce  that  em- 
ployed the  Attention  of  the  Houfe,  orte  of  the  moft 
confiderable  was  the  Trade  to  the  Coaft  of  Africa,  for 
the  Protection  of  v/hich  an  annual  Sum  had  been 
granted  for  fome  Years,  to  be  expended  in  the  Main- 
tenance and  Repairs  of  Caftles  and  Factories.  While 
a  Committee  was  employed  in  perufing  the  Accounts 
relating  to  the  Sum  granted  in  the  preceding  Sefiion 
for  this  Purpofe,  a  Petition  from  the  Committee  of 
the  African  Company,  recommended  in  a  MefTage 
from  his  Majefty,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  foli- 
citing  further  Affiftance  for  the  enfuing  Year.  In  the 
mean  Time  a  Remonftrance  was  offered  by  certain 
Planters  and  Merchants  interested  in,  and  trading  to, 
the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies  in  America^  alledging,  that 
the  Price  of  Negroes  was  greatly  advanced,  fince  the 
Forts  and  Settlements  on  the  Coaft  of  Africa  had  been 
under  the  Direction  of  the  Committee  of  the  Com- 
pany of  Merchants  trading  to  that  Coaft ;  a  Circum- 
stance that  greatly  diftrelTed  and  alarmed  the  Petition- 
ers, prevented  the  Cultivation  of  the  Britijh  Colonies, 
and  was  of  great  Detriment  to  the  Trade  and  Naviga- 
tion of  the  Kingdom  :  That  this  Misfortune,  they 
believed,  was  in  fome  Meafure  owing  to  the  ruinous 
State  and  Condition  of  the  Forts  and  Settlements  : 
That,  in  their  Opinion,  the  moft  effectual  Method 
for  maintaining  the  Intereft  of  that  Trade  on  a  re- 
spectable Footing,  next  to  that  of  an  incorporated 
Joint-ftock  Company,  would  be  putting  thofe  Forts 
and  Settlements  under  the  fole  Direction  of  the  Com- 
miflioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations :  That  the  Pre- 
servation or  Ruin  of  the  American  Sugar-Colonies 
went  Hand  in  Hand  with  that  of  the  Slave-Trade  to 
Africa:  That,  by  an  Act  paffed  in  the  Year  1750, 
for  extending  and  improving  this  Trade,  the  Britijh 
Subjects  were  debarred  from  lodging  their  Slaves  and 
Merchandize  in  the  Forts  and  Settlements  on  the 
Coaft  :  They  therefore  prayed,  that  this  Part  of  the 
Act  might  be  repealed :  That  all  Commanders  of 
Britijh  and  American  VefTels,  free  Merchants,  and  all 
ttfcer  his  ,Majefty's   Subjects,  who  were   fettled,   or 

might. 
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Anno  1757.   might  at  any  Time  thereafter  fettle,  in  Africa,  mould 
have  free  Liberty,  from  Sun-rife  to  Sun-fet,  to  enter 
the  Forts  and  Settlements,  and  to  depofit  their  Goods 
and  Merchandize  in  the  Warehoufes  thereunto  be- 
longing ;  to  fecure  their  Slaves,  or  other  Purchafes, 
without  paying  any  Confideration  for  the, fame  ;  but 
the  Slaves  to  be  victualled  at  the  proper  Coft   and 
Charges    of   their  refpective  Owners.      The   Houfe 
having  taken  this   Petition  into   Confideration,   en- 
quired into  the  Proceedings  of  the  Company,    and 
revifed  the  Act  for  extending  and  improving  the  Trade 
to  Africa,  refolved,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Afri* 
can  Company  had  faithfully  difcharged  the  Truft  re^ 
pofed  in  them  ;  and  granted  10,000/.  for  maintaining 
the  Britijh  Forts  and  Settlements  in  that  Part  of  the 
World.   '  Without   all    Doubt,    the  Committee   had 
executed  their  Truft-  and  Fidelity  in  expending  the 
Sum  granted  by  Parliament :  But  every  Perfon,  ac^ 
quainted  with  the  great  Importance  of  the  African 
Trade,  will  reflect,  with  Aftonifhment,  that  although 
the  Forts  and  Settlements  upon  which  that  Commerce 
entirely  depends,  cannot  poffibly  be  maintained  in  a 
Pofture  of  Defence  for  the  annual  Sum  granted  by 
Parliament,  and  therefore  are  altogether  untenable  ; 
and  it  is  plain,  to  Demembration,  that  the  Addition 
of  5000  /.  to  the  yearly  Allowance,  would  render  it 
fumcient  for  the  Support  of  the  Caftles,  and  the  Se^ 
curity  of  the  Traders;  the  whole  Commerce  to  the 
Coait  of  Guinea,  fo  beneficial  to  the  Britijh  Manu- 
facture,   and  fo  eflential  to  the  very  Being   of  the, 
Sugar-Plantations  in  the  Weft-, Indies,  hath  been,  for 
a  Series  of   Years,   expofed   to  the  moft   imminent 
Danger  of  total  Ruin,  by  with-holding  fuch  a  paultry 
Sum  ;  while  Millions  are  lavimed  away,  without  Re- 
morfe,    upon   Schemes  of  unavailing  Conqueft,   and 
Objects  that  have  fcarce  the  flighteft  Connexion  with 
the  Interefts   of    Great-Britain.     The   Enemy   were 
perfe£tly  well  acquainted  with  the  Weaknefs'of  the 
Britifi  Catties  on  the  Coaft  of  Africa ;  and  had  they 
known  as  well  how  to  execute  with  Spirit  as  to  plan 
with  Sagacity,  the  Attempt  which,  in  the  Courfe  of 
the  preceding  Year,    they  made  upon  the.  principal 
Britijh  Fort  in  Guinea,  would  have  fucceeded,  and  all 

the 
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the  other  Settlements  would   have  fallen' into   their   Anno  1757. 
Hands  without  Oppofition. 

The  only  Debate  which  happened  this  Seffion, 
arofe  from  a  Motion  for  Leave  to  Bring  in  a  Bill  for 
ihortening  the  Term  and  Duration  of  future  Parlia- 
ments :  A  Meafure  truly  patriotic,  againfl  which 
no  fubftantial  Argument  could  be  produced,  although 
the  Motion  was  rejected  by  the  Majority,  on  Pretence, 
that  whilft  the  Nation  was  engaged  in  fuch  a  dan- 
gerous and  expenfive  War,  it  would  be  improper  to 
think  of  introducing  fuch  an  Alteration  in  the  Form 
of  Government. 

In  Confequence  of  a  Motion  made  by  Mr.  Gren~ 
ville,  a  Bill  was  prepared  and  brought  in  for  the  En- 
couragement of  Seamen  employed  in  the  Royal  Navy, 
eftablifhing  a  regular  Method  for  the  punctual,  fre- 
quent, and  certain  Payment  of  their  Wages ;  enabling 
them  more  eafily  and  readily  to  remit  Money  for  the 
Support  of  their  Wives  and  Families,  and  preventing 
Frauds  and  Abufes  attending  fuch  Payments.  This 
Bill,  having  paffed  the  Lower  Houfe,  engaged,  in  a 
very  particular  Manner,  the  Attention  of  the  Lords, 
who,  by  diyers  MefTages  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
defired  the  Attendance  of  feveral  Members.  Thefe 
MefTages  being  taken  into  Confideration,  feveral  Pre-* 
cedents  were  recited ;  a  Debate  arofe  about  their 
Formality,  and  the  Houfe  unanimouily  refolved,  that 
a  MefTage  fhould  be  fent  to  the  Lords,  acquainting 
them,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  not  being  fuffi- 
ciently  informed  by  their  MeiTages  upon  what  Grounds, 
or  for  what  Purpofes,  their  Lordfhips  defired  the 
Houfe  would  give  Leave  to  fuch  of  their  Members,  as 
w'ere  named  in  the  faid  MefTages,  to  attend  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  in  order  to  be  examined  upon  the  feccnd 
•reading  of  the  Bill ;  the  Commons  hoped  their  Lord- 
fhips would  make  them  acquainted' with  their  Inten- 
tion. The  Lords,  in  Anfwer  to  this  Intimation, 
gave  the  Commons  to  underftand,  that  they  defired 
the  Attendance  of  the  Members  mentioned  in  their 
Meflages,  that  they  might  be  examined  as  WitnefTes 
upon  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Bill.  This  Explana- 
tion being  deemed  fatis  factory,  the  Members  attended 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  where  they  were  carefully  and 

fully 
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Aarto  ?757.  fully  examined,  as  Perfons  converfant  in  Sea-AfFair^ 
touching  the  Inconveniencies  which  had  Formerly  at* 
tended  the  Sea-Service,  as  well  as  the  Remedies  now 
pro^ofed;  and  the  Rill  having  palTed  through  their 
Houfe,  though  not  without  warm  Oppofition,  was 
*nacted  into  a  Law,  by  his  Majefty's  Afient.  How 
defective  and  imperfect  foever  this  Act  may  appear  to 
thofe  who  have  accurately  and  maturely  confidered 
the  Subject,  it  certainly  flowed  from  a  Principle  of 
Humanity  ;  and  the  falutary  Effects  of  it  foon  ap- 
peared, in  confiderable  Sums  of  Money,  which  even 
the  common  Seamen  remitted  to  their  poor  Families, 
in  difFerent  Parts  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland. 

Sir  "John  Philips ,  Bart,  moved  for  Leave  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  that  mould  obviate  any  Doubts  which  might 
arife  concerning  the  Electors  of  Knights  of  the  Shire, 
to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  England,  and  further  regu- 
late the  Proceedings  of  fuch  Elections.  He  was  ac- 
cordingly permitted  to  bring  in  fuch  a  Bill,  in  Con- 
junction with  Mr.  Townjhend,  Mr.  Cornwall,  the 
Lords  North  and  Carysfort ;  and  in  the  ufual  Courfe, 
the  Bill  being  prepared,  was  palTed  into  a  Law  under 
the  Title  of,  An  Acl  for  further  explaining  the  Laws 
touching  the  Eleclors  of  Knights  of  the  Shire  to  ferve  in 
Parliament  for  that  Part  of  Great-Britain  called  Eng- 
land. The  Preamble  fpecified,  That  though,  by  an 
Act  palled  in  the  eighteenth  Year  of  the  prefent  Reign, 
it  was  provided,  that  no  Perfon  might  vote  at  the 
Election  of  a  Knight  or  Knights  of  a  Shire,  within 
England  or  Wales,  without  having  a  Freehold  Eftate, 
4n  the  County  for  which  he  votes,  of  the  clear  yearly 
Value  of  405.  over  and  above  all  Rents  and  Charges, 
payable  out  of,  or  in  Refpect  to  the  fame  j  neverthe- 
Jefs  certain  Perfons,  who  hold  their  Eftates  by  Copy 
of  Court-Roll,  pretend  to  a  Right;  of  voting,  and 
Jiave,  at  certain  Times,  prefumed  to  vote  at  fuch 
Elections  :  This  Act  therefore  ordained,  that  from 
and  after  the  29th  Day  of  June,  in  the  prefent  Year, 
no  Perfon,  who  holds  his  Eftate  by  Copy  of  Court- 
Roll,  mould  be  intitled  thereby  to  vote  at  the  Elec- 
tion of  any  Knight  or  Knights  of  a  Shire  within 
England  or  Wales ,  but  every  fuch  Vote  fhould  be 
void,  and  the  Perfon  fo  voting  mould  forfeit  50/.  to 

any 
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any  Candidate  for  whom  fuch  Vote  mould  not  have  Anno  17 57. 
been  given,  and  who  fhould  firft  fue  for  the  fame,  to 
be  recovered  with  full  Coils,  by  Action  of  Debt,  in 
any  Court  of  Judicature.  So  far  the  Act,  thus  pro- 
cured, may  be  attended  with  falutary  Confequences : 
But,  in  all  Probability,  the  Intention  of  its  firft 
Movers  and  Patrons  was  not  fully  anfwered  ;  inaf- 
much  as  no  Provifion  was  made  for  putting  a  Stop  to 
that  Spirit  of  Licence,  Drunkennefs,  and  Debauchery, 
which  prevails  at  almoft  every  Election,  and  has  a 
very  pernicious  Effect  upon  the  Morals  of  the  People*. 

oome  of  the  Bills  which  mifcarried  this  Seffion, 
turned  on  Points  of  great  Confequence  to  the  Com- 
munity. Lord  Barrington,  Mr.  "Thomas  Gore,  and 
Mr.  Charles  Townjhend,  were  ordered  by  the  Houfe  to 
prepare  a  Bill  for  the  fpeedy  and  effectual  recruiting  of 
his  Majefty's  Land  Forces  and  Marines,  which  was 
no  more  than  a  Tranfcript  of  the  temporary  Act  pafled 
ki  the  preceding  Semon  under  the  fame  Title  ;  but  the 
Majority  were  averfe  to  its  being  continued  for  ano- 
ther Year,  as  it  was  attended  with  fome  Prejudice  to 
the  Liberty  of  the  Subject 

Numberiefs  Frauds  having  been  committed,  and  in- 
ceffant  Law-uiits  produced,  by  private  and  clandeftine 
Conveyances,  a  Motion  was  made,  and  Leave  given 
to  form  a  Bill  for  the  public  regiftering  of  all  Deeds, 
Conveyances,  Wills,  and  other  Incumbrances,  that 
might  affect  any  Honours,  Manors,  Lands,  Tene- 
ments, and  Hereditaments,  within  the  Kingdom  of 
England^  wherein  public  Regifters  were  not  already 
appointed  by  Act  of  Parliament :  But  this  Meafure, 
fo  necefiary  to  the  Afcertainment  and  PofTeflion  of 
Property,  met  with  a  violent  Oppofition  ;  and  was 
finally  dropped,  as  fome  People  imagine,  through  the 
Influence  of  thofe  who,  perhaps,  had  fome  particular 
Reafons  for  countenancing  the  prefent  myfterious 
Forms  of  conveyancing.  Such  a  Bill  muft  alfo  have 
been  disagreeable  and  mortifying  to  the  Pride  of  thofe 
Landholders  whofe  Eftates  were  incumbered,  becaufe, 
in  Confequence  of  fuch  a  Regifter,  every  Mortgage,. 
under  which  they  laboured,  would  be  exactly  known. 

The  Occafion  that  produced  the  next  Bill  which 
mifcarried,  we  fhall  explain,  as  an  Incident  equally 

extra- 
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Anno  1757.  extraordinary  and  interesting.  By  an  Act  paffed  iri 
the  preceding  Seffion,  for  recruiting  his  Majefty's 
Land  Forces  and  Marines,  we  have  already  obferved, 
that  the  Commiffioners,  thereby  appointed,  were  vefted 
with  a  Power  of  judging  ultimately  whether  the  Per- 
fons  brought  before  them  were  fuch  as  ought,  by  the 
Rules  prefcribed  in  the  Act,  to  be  impreffed  into  the 
Service :  For  it  Was  exprefsly  provided  that  no  Perfon, 
fo  impreffed  by  thofe  CommifHoners,  fhould  be  taken 
out  of  his  Majefty's  Service  by  any  Procefs,  other 
than  for  fome  criminal  Accufation.  During  the  Re- 
cefs  of  Parliament,  a  Gentleman  having  been  impref- 
fed before  the  Commiffioners,  and  confined  in  the; 
Savoy  1  his  Friends  made  Application  for  a  Habeas 
Corpus,  which  produced  fome  Hefltation,  and  in- 
deed an  infurmountable  Difficulty  :  For,  according  to 
the  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  paffed  in  the  Reign  of 
Charles  II.  this  Privilege  relates  only  to  Perfons  com- 
mitted for  criminal,  or  fuppofed  criminal  Matters, 
and  the  Gentleman  did  not  ftand  in  that  Predicament. 
Before  the  Queftion  could  be  determined  he  was  dif- 
charged,  in  Confequence  of  an  Application  to  the 
Secretary  at  War;  but  the  Nature  of  the  Cafe  plainly 
pointed  out  a  Defect  in  the  Act,  feemingly  of  the  moft 
dangerous  Confequence  to  the  Liberty  of  the  Subject. 
In  order  to  remedy  this  De£ecl:,  a  Bill  for  giving  a  more 
fpeedy  Remedy  to  the  Subject,  upon  the  Writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus,  was  prepared,  and  prefented  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  which  formed  itfelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee, and  made  feveral  Amendments.  It  imported, 
that  the  feveral  Provifions  made  in  the  aforefaid  Act, 
paffed  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  II.  for  the  awarding  of 
Writs  of  Habeas  Corpus,  in  Cafes  of  Commitment^ 
or  Detainer,  for  any  criminal  or  fuppofed  criminal 
Matter,  fhould,  in  like  Manner,  extend  to  all  Cafes 
where  any  Perfon,  not  being  committed  or  detained 
for  any  criminal  or  fuppofed  criminal  Matter,  mould 
be  confined,  or  retrained  of  his  or  her  Liberty  under 
any  Colour  or  Pretence  whatsoever  :  That,  upon  Oath 
■  made  by  fuch  Perfon  fo  confined  or  reftrained,  or  by 
any  other  Perfon  on  his  or"  her  Behalf,  of  any  actual 
Confinement  or  Reftraint,  and  that  fuch  Confinement: 
or  Reftraint,  to  the  beft  of  the  Knowledge  and  Belief 

of 
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Of  the  Perfon  fo  applying,  was  not  by  Virtue  of  any  Anna  1757, 
Commitment. or  Detainer  for  any  criminal  or  fuppofed  ■____  „  - .  ■  . 
criminal  Matter  ;  an  Habeas  Corpus,  directed  to  the 
Perfon  or  Perfons  fo  confining  or  retraining  the  Party, 
as  aforefaid,  mould  be  awarded  and  granted  in  the 
fame  Manner  as  is  directed,  and  under  the  fame  Pe- 
nalties as  are  provided  by  the  faid  Act,  as  in  the  Cafe 
of  Perfons  committed  and  detained  for  any  criminal  or 
fuppofed  criminal  Matter :  That  the  Perfon  or  Perfons 
before  whom  the  Party  fo  confined  or  reftrained  mould 
be  brought,  by  Virtue  of  any  Habeas  Corpus  granted 
in  the  Vacation-Time,  under  the' Authority  of  this 
Ac!:,  might  and  mould,  within  three  Days  after  the 
Return  made,  proceed  to  examine  into  the  Facts  con- 
tained in  fuch  Return,  and  into  the  Caufe  of  fuch 
Confinement  and  RefTraint ;  and  thereupon  either  dif- 
charge,  or  bail,  or  remand  the  Parties  fo  brought 5  as 
the  Cafe  ihould  require,  and  as  to  Juftice  fhould  ap- 
pertain. The  reft  of  the  Bill  related  to  the  Return 
of  the  Writ  in  three  Days,  and  the  Penalties  incurred 
by  thofe  who  mould  neglect  or  refufe  to  make  the  due 
Return,  or  to  comply  with  any  other  Claufe  of  this 
Regulation.  The  Commons  feerned  hearty  in  rearing 
up  this  additional  Buttrefs  to  the  Liberty  of  their  Fel- 
low-Subjects,  and  pafTed  the  Bill  with  the  moft  laudable 
Alacrity :  But  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  fuch  a  great 
Number  of  Objections  was  ftarted,  that  it  funk  at 
the  fecond  Reading,  and  the  Judges  were  ordered  to 
prepare  a  Bill  for  the  fame  Purpofe,  to  be  laid  before 
that  Houfe  in  the  next  Seffion. 

On  the  20th  of  Juney  1758,  the  Seffion  ended3 
when,  his  Majefty  being  indifpofed,  the  Lords  Corn- 
miilioners  made  the  following  Speech  to  both  Houfes. 

cc  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

€<  'Xll'Z"^'  ^ave  reCeive&  the  King's  Commands, 
(,(,  yy  upon  this  Occafion,  toaflureyou,  that  his 
"  Majefty  has  the  deepeft  Senfe  of  the  Loyalty  and 
'*  good  Affections  demonftrated  by  his  Parliament, 
"  throughout  the  whole  Courfe  of  this  Seffion.  The 
"  Zeal  which  you  have  (hewn 'for  his  Majefty's  real 
"  Honour  and  Intereil  in  all  Parts,  your  Earneftnefs 
Vol.  V,  Q^  «  to 
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Anno  1757,  c<  to  furmount  every  Difficulty,  and  your  Ardour  fb 
cc  carry  on  the  War  with  the  utmoft  Vigour,  in  ordeF 
"  to  a  fafe  and  honourable  Peace,  muft  convince  all 
<c  the  World,  that  the  ancient  Spirit  of  the  Britijh 
^  Nation  is  ftill  fubfifting  in  its  full  Force. 

"  His  Majefty  has  alfo  commanded  us  to  acquaint 
*c  you,  that  he  has  taken  all  fuch 'Meafures,  as  have 
«c  appeared  to  be  moft  conducive  to  anfwer  your  pub- 
',•  lic-fpirited  Views  and  Wifties.  Through  your  AC- 
4C  fiftance,  and  by  the  Bleffing  of  God  upon  the  Con- 
*c  duel:  and  Bravery  of  the  combined  Army,  his 
*c  Majefty  has  been  enabled  not  only  to  deliver  his 
"  Dominions  in  Germany  from  the  Oppreflions  and 
4C  Devaluations  of  the  French,  but  to  pufh  our  Ad- 
*c  vantages  on  this  Side  the  Rhine. 

**  His  Majefty  has  cemented  the  Union  between 
*e  him  and  his  good  Brother  the  King  of  Frujfia,  by, 
<c  new  Engagements,  with  which  you  have  been  al~ 
**  ready  fully  acquainted. 

"  Our  Fleets  and  Armies  are  now  actually  em-. 
<c  ployed  in  fuch  Expeditions,  as  appeared  likely  to> 
"  annoy  the  Enemy  in  the  moft  fenfible  Manner ;  to 
"  promote  the  Welfare  and  Profperity  of  thefe  King- 
*c  doms ;  and  particularly  to  preferve  our  Rights  and 
*c  PofFeflions  in  America  5  and  to  make  France  feel 
<c  our  juft  Weight  and  real  Strength  in  thofe  Parts* 
<c  His  Majefty  trufts  in  the  Divine  Providence,  thafe 
cc  they  may  be  blefled  with  fuch  S-uccefs,  as  will 
«c  moft  effectually  tend  to  thefe  great  and  deniable 
«  Ends." 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

<c  We  are  particularly  commanded  by  the  King, 
<c  to  return  you  his  Thanks  for  thofe  ample  Supplies, 
<c  which  you  have  fo  freely  and  unanimoufly  given. 
cc  His  Majefty  grieves  for  the  Burdens  of  his  People  5 
lc  but  your  Readinefs  in  fupporting  the  War  is  the 
cf  moft  probable  Means  the  fooner  to  deliver  you  from 
*'  it.  You  may  be  allured,  that  nothing  will  be 
"  wanting,  on  his  Majefty's  Part,  to  fecure  the  moft 
*4  frugal  Management;" 
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*c  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

M  His  Majefty  has  directed  us  to  repeat  his  Recom-  Anno  1757. 
<c  mendation  to  you,  to  promote  Harmony  and  good 
"  Agreement  amongft  his  faithful  Subjects ;  and  to 
<c  make  the  Uprightnefs  and  Purity  of  his  Intentions 
**  and  Meafures  rightly  underftood.  Exert  yourfelves 
"  in  maintaining  the  Peace  and  good  Order  of  the 
"  Country,  by  enforcing  Obedience  to  the  Laws  and 
**  lawful  Authority ;  and  by  making  the  People  fen- 
*'  fible,  how  much  they  hurt  their  own  true  Intereft 
**  by  the  contrary  Practice. 

"  For  their  Sakes,  the  King  has  commanded  us  to 
<c  prefs  this  upon  you  j  for  their  true  Intereft  and 
cc  Happinefs  are  his  Majefty's  great  and  conftant  Ob- 


A  LIST  of  the  Public  ACTS  pafTed  during  this 
SeiHon. 

AN  Act,  For  prohibiting  the  Exportation  of  Corn, 
An  Ac~tj   For- continuing  the  Land-Tax, 

An  Act,  For  punifiing  Mutiny  and  Defertion. 

An  Act,  For  granting  to  his  Majefty  fever al  Rates  and 
Duties  upon  Offices  and  Pen/ions,  and  upon  Houfes,  Win- 
dows, or  Lights,  for  raifing  Five  Millions  by  Annuities 
and  a  Lottery,  to  be  charged  on  the  faid  Duties. 

An  Act,  For  annexing  certain  forfeited  Efiates  in  Scot- 
land to  the  Crown,  and  applying  the  Rents  and  Profits  for 
the  better  civilizing  and  improving  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland. 

An  Act,  For  the  Encouragement  of  Seamen  employed  in 
the  Royal  Navy. 

An  Act,  For  further  explaining  the  Lavjs  touching  the 
Eleclors  of  Knights  of  the  Shire  in  this  prefent  Parliament 
for  that  Part  of  Great-Britain  called  England. 

An  Act,  For  the  Settlement  of  the  Poor,  fo  far  as  re- 
lates to  Apprentices  gaining  a  Settlement  by  Indenture  ;  and 
to  impower  Juflices  of  the  Peace  to  determine  Differences 
between  Maflers  and  Mijlreffes,  and  their  Servants,  in 
Hufbandry,  touching  Wages. 

Q.2  An 
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Anno  1757.  An  Aft,  For  allowing  further  Time  for  the  Inrollment 
of  Deeds  and  Wills  made  by  Papi/ls,  and  for  Relief  of 
Protejiant  Pur  chafers. 

An  Aft,  For  appointing  a  fufficient  Number  of  Con* 
Jl. able s  for  the  Service  of  the  City  0/*  Weftminfter,  andtt? 
compel  proper  Perfons  to  take  upon  them  the  Office  of  Jury* 
men  to  prefent  Nufances^  he.  within  the  f aid  City. 

An  Aft,  To  encourage  the  Cultivation  of  Madder. 

An  Aft,    To  encourage  the  Exportation  of  Culm 
Lifbon. 

An  Aft,  For  granting  to  his  Majejly  certain  Sums  of 
Money  out  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 

An  Aft,  For  enabling  his  Majejly  U  raife  8 00)000  /. 
for  Ufes  and  Purpofes  mentioned. 

An  Aft,  For  repealing  the  Duty  on  Silver  Plate. 

An  Aft,  For  applying  the  Money  granted  towards  de~ 
fraying  the  Charge  of  Pay  and  Cloathing  for  the  Militia 
for  1758,  and  for  defraying  the  Expences  incurred  on  Ac* 
fount  of  the  Militia  in  1757. 

An  Aft,  For  the  due  making  of  Breads  and  to  regulate 
the  Price  and  Ajfize  thereof  he. 

An  Aft,  To  prevent  the  Importation  of  falted  Beefy 
Pork,  and  Butter ',  from  Ireland,  for  a  limited  Time. 

An  Aft,  For  repealing  an  Atl  rejlraining  the  InfuranceS 
4n  foreign  Ships  trading  to  the  Eaft- Indies, 
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Eleventh  Parliament  of   Great-Britain. 

On  the  23d  of  November,  1758,  the  Parliament  met  at 
Weftminfter,  when  the  Sejjion  was  opened  by  Commif- 
fion  with  the  following  Speech  delivered  by  the  Lord*. 
Keeper* 


<c  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"  IN  Purfuance  of  the  Authority  given  to  us  by  Anno  1758. 
"  JL  kis  Majefty's  Commiffion  under  the  Great  Seal, 
iC  amongft  other  Things  to  declare  theCaufes  of  his 
<c  holding  this  Parliament,  his  Majefly  has  been  gra- 
**  cioufly  pleafed  to  direct  us  to  allure  you,  that  he 
<c  always  receives  the  higher!  Satisfaction,  in  being 
<c  able  to  lay  before  you  any  Events,  that  may  pro- 
*c  mote  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of  his  Kingdoms. 

w  That,  in  Confequence  of  your  Advice,  and  en- 
<c  abled  by  that  Affiftance  which  you  unanimoufly 
"  gave  him,  his  Majefty  has  exerted  his  Endeavours 
*c  to  carry  on  the  War  in  the  moll  vigorous  Manner, 
"  in  order  to  that  defirable  End,  always  to  bewifhed; 
<c  a  fafe  and  honourable  Peace.  It  has  pleafed  the 
<c  Divine  Providence  to  blefs  his  Majefty's  Meafures 
*c  and  Arms  with  Succefs  in  feveral  Parts;  and  to 
*c  make  our  Enemies  feel,  that  the  Strength  of  Greats 
*c  Britain  is  not  to  be  provoked  with  Impunity. 

"  We  have  it  alfo  in  Command  from  his  Majefly, 

"  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  Conquer!  of  the  ftrong 

i$  Fortrefs  of  Louifboitrg^  with  the  lilands  of  Cape- 

0.3  !s  Breton 
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Anno  1758.  c<  Breton  and  St.  John ;  the  taking  of  Frontenac,  of 
the  higheft  Importance  to  our  Operations  in  North 
44  America,  and  the  Reduction  of  Senegal;  cannot  fail 
44  to  bring  great  Diftrefs  upon  the  French  Commerce, 
44  and  Colonies  j  and,  in  Proportion,  to  procure 
4c  great  Advantages  to  our  own.  That  Nation  has 
44  alfo  been  made  fenfible,  that,  whilft  their  Forces 
44  are  fent  forth  to  invade  and  ravage  the  Dominions 
44  of  their  Neighbours,  their  own  Coafts  are  not  in- 
44  acceffible  to  his  Majefty's  Fleets  and  Armies.  This 
44  they  have  experienced  in  the  Demolition  of  their 
44  Works  at  Cherbourg,  erected  at  a  great  Expence, 
44  with  a  particular  View  to  annoy  this  Country;  and 
44  in  the  Lofs  of  a  great  Number  of  Ships  and  VefTeJs  ; 
44  but  no  Treatment,  however  injurious  to  his  Majefty, 
44  could  tempt  him  to  make  Retaliation  on  the  inno- 
44  cent  Subjects  of  that  Crown. 

44  In  Germany,  his  Majefty's  good  Brother  the  King 
44  of  PruJJta,  and  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  have 
44  found  full  Employment  for  the  Armies  of  France^ 
"  and  her  Confederates  ;  from  which  our  Operations, 
"  both  by  Sea,  and  in  America,  have  derived  themoffc 
44  evident  Advantage.  Their  SucceiTes,  owing,  un- 
44  der  God,  to  their  able  Conduct,  and  the  Bravery  of 
44  his  Majefty's  Troops  and  thofe  of  his  Allies,  have 
44  been  fignal  and  glorious. 

44  His  Majefty  has  further  commanded  us  to  ob-» 
44  ferve  to  you,  that  the  common  Caufe  of  Liberty 
sc  and  Independency  is  ftill  making  noble  and  vigo- 
*4  rous  Efforts,  againft  the  unnatural  Union  formed 
44  to  opprefs  it.  That  the  Commerce  of  his  Subjects, 
"  the  Source  of  our  Riches,  has,  by  the  vigilant 
44  Protection  received  from  his  Majefty's  Fleet,  flou^ 
Ci  rimed  in  a  Manner  not  to  be  paralleled  during 
^  fuch  Troubles.  In  this  State  of  Things,  his  Ma- 
14  jelly,  m  his  Wifdom,  thinks  it  unneceflary  to  ufe 
44  many  Words  to  perfuade  you  to  bear  up  againft  all 
44  Difficulties  ;  effectually  to  ftand  by,  and  defend 
ie  his  Majefty ;  vigoroufly  to  fupport  the  King  of 
^  Pruffia,  and  the  reft  of  his  Majefty's  Allies  y  and 
"'  to  exert  yourfelves  to  reduce  our  Ensmies  to  equi- 
*'  table  Terms  of  Accommodation/' 

:?.  ««  Gen- 
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.    <e  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

"  The  uncommon  Extent  of  this  War,  in  different  Anno  175?. 
"  Parts,  occafions  it  to  be  uncommonly  expenfive. 
<c  This  his  Majefty  has  ordered  us  to  declare  to  you, 
*<  that  he  fincerely  laments,  and  feels  deeply  for  the 
**  Burdens  of  his  People.  The  feveral  Eftimates  are 
<c  ordered  to  be  laid  before  you ;  and  his  Majefty  de- 
"  fires  only  fuch  Supplies,  as  mail  be  requifite  to  pufh 
"  the  War  with  Advantage,  and  be  adequate  to  the 
€i  neceflary  Services.'5 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"  His  Majefty  has,  in  the  laft  Place,  gracioufly 
<c  commanded  us  to  allure  you,  that  he  takes  fo  much 
"  Satisfaction  in  that  good  Harmony  which  fubfifts 
-"  amongft  his  faithful  Subjects,  that  it  is  more  pro- 
"  per  for  him  now  to  thank  you  for  it,  than  to  repeat 
<c  his  Exhortations  to  it.  This  Union,  neceflary  at 
<c  all  Times,  is  more  efpecially  fo  in  fuch  critical 
<c  Conjunctures;  and  his  Majefty  doubts  not,  but  the 
"  good  Effects  we  have  found  from  it,  will  be  the 
c<  ftrongeft  Motives  to  you  to  purfue  it." 

The  Commons,  without  any  Debate,  agreed  upon 
the'  following  Addrefs. 

iC  Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

•  \)17^  ^our  ^ajefty's  mo^  <*utifvil  and  loyal 
"  W  Subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great-Britai?:? 
cc  in  Parliament  aflembled,  return  your  Majefty  our 
"  moft  fincere  and  hearty  Thanks  for  the  Speech  de- 
**  livered  by  your  Majefty's  Command,  to  both  Houfes 
"  of  Parliament. 

"  We  beg  Leave  to  congratulate  your  Majefty, 
"  with  Hearts  full  of  the  moft  unfeigned  Joy,  upon 
"  the  many  fignal  SuccelTes,  with  which  it  has  pleafed 
"  Divine  Providence  to  blefs  your  Majefty's  Meafures 
"  and  Arms  in  feveral  Parts  of  the  World  ;  particu- 
<c  larly  in  the  important  Conqueft  of  the  ftrong  For- 
<c  trefs  of  Louijbourgi  with  the  Iilanda  of  Cape-Breton 
C6  and  St.  John ;  the  taking  of  Frontenac,  fo  effential 
<6  to  our  Operations  in  North  America ;  the  Reduction 
0.4  "  tf 
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^■-■v-n— «.■■' "  Demolition  of  the  Harbour  and  Works  of  Cher- 
"  ldurg9  erected  at  fo  great  Expence  by  the  Enemy, 
"  with  a  particular  View  to  annoy  this  Country  ;  and 
"  the  Definition  of  the  Shipping  and  Privateers  in 
«  the  Ports  of  France. 

"  Your  Majefly's  faithful  Commons  feel,  with  the 
cc  highefl  Satisfaction,  how  greatly  thefe  Events  re- 
cc  dound  to  the  Honour  and  Interefls  of  your  Ma- 
cc  jefly's  Kingdoms,  to  the  upholding  the  Reputation 
<c  of  the  Britijk  Arms,  and  to  the  maintaining  and 
"  extending  the  Glories  of  your  Majefly's  Reign. 

cc  We  have  the  mofl  lively  Senfe  of  the  happy 
cc  Confequences  ( under  God)  of  your  Majefly's  Wif- 
"  dom  in  the  powerful  Exertion  of  the  naval  Force 
44  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  to  the  Annoyance  and  Diftrefs 
"  of  the  Fleets,  Trade,  and  Navigation  of  France^ 
c6  whilil  the  Commerce  of  Great-Britain  fiourifhes  in 
cc  full  Protedion  and  Security ;  and,  at  the  fame  Time, 
"  of  your  Majefly's  Juflice  and  Magnanimity,  in 
tc  fleadily  fupporting  your  Allies,  and  in  carrying  on 
"  with  Vigour,  in  all  Parts,  this  arduous  and  necef- 
«  fary  War. 

^  It  is  with  Joy  and  Admiration  we  fee  the  glori- 
ec  gus  Efforts  made  in  Germany ,  by  your  Majefly's 
«c  great  Ally  the  King  of  PruJJia,  and  thofe  made  by 
«c  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick^  feconded  by  the 
<c  Valour  of  your  Majefly's  Troops,  and  thofe  of 
c  i  your  Allies  \  and  that  full  Employment  has  thereby 
"  been  given  to  all  the  Armies  of  France^  and  of  her 
"  Confederates  :  From  which,  our  Operations,  both 
"  by  Sea  and  in  America  ^  have  received  the  mofl  evi-* 
«<  dent  and  important  Advantages. 

"  Permit  us  to  affure  your  Majefly,  that  your 
"  faithful  Commons,  juftly  animated  in  Defence  of 
"  the  Rights  of  your  Majefly's  Crown,  and  of  the 
<c  Proteflant  Religion,  and  the  common  Caufe  of  Li- 
"  berty  and  Independency,  againfl  the  dangerous 
"  Union,  which  hath  been  formed  to  opprefs  them, 
"  will  bear  up  againfl  all  Difficulties,  and  exert 
"  themfelves  to  the  utmofl,  by  granting  to  your 
cc  Majefly  fuch  Supplies  as  mall  be  necefTary,  efFec~lu- 
u  ally  to  fland  by,  and  defend  your  Majefly,  and  vi- 
5  "goroufly 
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u  goroufly  to  fuppcrt  the  King  of  Prujfia?  and  the  reft   Anno  1758, 

<c  of  your  Majefty's   Allies  ;    firmly  relying   on  the 

u  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  of  your  Majefty,  that  the 

<c  fame  will  be  applied,  in  the  propereft  Manner,  to 

*c  pufh  the  War  with  Advantage,  and  to  reduce  the 

"  Enemy  to  equitable  Terms  of  a  fafe,  honourable, 

<c  and  lafting  Peace. 

<c  We  beg  Leave,  alfo,  to  exprefs  our  moft  grate- 
"  ful  Senfe  of  the  paternal  Satisfaction  your  Majefty 
"■  takes,  in  that  good  Harmony,  which  fubfifts  amongft 
"  your  faithful  Subjects ;  and  of  your  Majefty's  gra- 
"  cious  Acceptance  of  the  univerfal  Zeal  and  Affec- 
"  tion  of  your  People ;  which  falutary  Union  hath 
"  enabled  us  fo  effectually  to  exert  our  Strength 
"  abroad,  and  hath  preferved,  at  home,  Tranquil- 
"  lity,  Safety,  and  public  Credit ;  and  we  truft,  that 
"  the  Continuance  of  the  fame  truly  national  Spirit 
iC  will,  by  the  Bleffing  of  God,  be  attended  with  the 
i6  like  happy  Effects  for  the  future." 

His  MAJESTY'S  moft  gracious  ANSWER, 
"  Gentlemen, 
«  T  Return  you  my  Thanks  for  your  dutiful  and 
ec  j  [  affectionate  Addrefs  ;  and  for  this  frefh  Mark  of 
<c  your  unanimous  Zeal  in  Defence  of  me  and  my 
"  Crown,  and  of  my  good  Brother  the  King  of 
$c  Prujfia,  and  the  reft  of  my  Allies. 

*c  You  may  depend  on  my  conftant  Endeavours  for 
<c  the  Prefervation  of  my  Kingdoms,  their  Trade,  and 
i\  Colonies  3  and  for  the  Liberties  of  Europe" 

The  Supplies  thisSeiKon  amounted  to  twelve  Mil- 
lions, feven  hundred  fixty-one  Thoufand,  three  hun- 
dred and  eleven  Pounds. 

This  Seffion  was,  if  poffible,  more  remarkable  for 
Unanimity  than  the  laft. 

Tuefday^  December  12,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  Purfuance 
of  a  Refolution  of  the  Houfe,  addreffed  himfelf  to 
Admiral  Bofcawen^  and  gave  him  the  Thanks  of  the 
Houfe,  as  he  ftood  in  his  Place,  in  the  following 
Terms : 

Admiral 
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*  The  Houfe  have  unanimoufly  refolved,  that  their 
Thanks  mould  be  given  to  you  for  the  Services  you 
have  done  to  your  King  and  Country  in  North  Ame- 
rica ;  and  it  is  my  Duty  to  convey  their  Thanks  to 
you. 

6  I  wifh  I  could  do  it  in  a  Manner  fultable  to  the 
Occafion,  and  as  they  ought  to  be  given  to  you,  now 
ilanding  in  your  Place,  as  a  Member  of  this  Houfe. 

<  But  were  I  able  to  enumerate  and  fet  forth,  in  the 
beft  Manner,  the  great  and  extenfive  Advantages  ac- 
cruing to  this  Nation  from  the  Conqueft  of  LouiJbourgy 
with  the  Iflands  of  Cape-Breton  and  St.  John\  I  could 
only  exhibit  a  Repetition  of  what  has  already  been, 
and  is,  the  genuine  and  uniform  Senfe  and  Language 
of  every  Part  of  the  Kingdom. 

«  Their  Joy  too  has  been  equal  to  their  Sentiments 
upon  this  interefting  Event ;  and  in  their  Sentiments 
and  Joy  they  have  carried  their  Gratitude  alfo  to  you, 
Sir,  as  a  principal  Instrument  in  thefe  moft  important 
Acquiiitions. 

6  You  are  now  therefore  receiving  the  Acknow- 
ledgements of  the  People,  only  in  a  more  folemn 
Way — by  the  Voice,  the  general  Voice,  of  their  Re- 
prefentatives  in  Parliament — the  moft  honourable 
Fame  that  any  Man  can  arrive  at,  in  this,  or  any 
other  Country.  It  is,  on  thefe  Occafions,  a  national 
Honour,  from  a  free  People ;  ever  cautioufly  to  be 
conferred,  in  order  to  be  the  more  efteemed — to  be 
the  greater  Reward  ;  and  Which  ought  to  be  referved 
for  the  moft  fignal  Services  to  the  State,  and  the  moft 
approved  Merit  in  them  ;  fuch  as  this  Houfe  has  ufu- 
ally,  and  very  lately,  made  their  Objedls  of  public 
Thanks. 

c  The  Ufe,  I  am  perfuaded,  you  will  make  of  this 
juft  Teftimony,  and  high  Reward  of  your  Services 
and  Merit,  will  be  the  prcferving  in  your  Mind  a  laft- 
tflg  Impreffion  of  what  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain 
2xz  now  tendering  to  you,  and  in  a  conftant  Continue 
ance  of  the  Zeal  and  Ardour  for  the  Glory  of  your 
King  and  Country,  which  you  have  made  to  deferve  it, 

*  In  Obedience  to  the  Commands  of  the  Houfe  I 
doj  with  great  Pieafure  to  my  (elf,  give  you  the  Thanks 

of 


[    235    1 

of  the  Houfe,  for  the  Services  you  have  done  to  your   Anno  i75i. 
King  and  Country  in  Noih  America,9 

Upon  which  Admiral  Bofcawen  faid, 
<  Mr.  Speaker, 

c  lam  happy  in  having  been  able  to  do  my  Duty  : 
But  have  not  Words  to  exprefs  my  Senfe  of  the  di- 
ftinguiming  Reward,  that  has  been  conferred  upon 
me  by  this  Houfe  :  Nor  can  I  enough  thank  you,  Sir, 
for  the  polite  and  elegant  Manner  in  which  you  have 
been  pleafed  to  convey  to  me  the  Refolution  of  the 
Houfe.' 

On  the  26th  of  April,  1759,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  prefented  to  the  Hoafe  two  Meflages,  figned 
by  his  Majefty;  one  in  Favour  of  his  Subjects  in 
North  America,  and  the  other  in  Behalf  of  the  Eajl- 
India  Company  :  The  former  recommending  to  their 
Confideration  the  Zeal  and  Vigour  with  which  his 
faithful  Subjects  of  North  America  had  exerted  them- 
felves,  in  Defence  of  his  juft  Rights  and  PofTeflions ; 
defiring  he  might  be  enabled  to  give  them  a  proper 
Compenfation  for  the  Expences  incurred  by  the  re- 
fpective  Provinces  in  levying,  cloathing,  and  paying 
the  Troops  raifed  in  that  Country,  according  as  the 
active  Vigour  and  ftrenuous  Efforts  of  the  feveral 
Colonies  fhould  appear  to  merit.  In  the  latter,  he 
defired  the  Houfe  would  impower  him  to  affifl  the  Eafl- 
India  Company  in  defraying  the  Expence  of  a  mili- 
tary Force  in  the  E eft- Indies,  to  be  maintained  by 
them  in  Lieu  of  a  Battalion  of  regular  Troops  with- 
drawn from  thence,  and  returned  to  Ireland,  Both 
thefe Meflages  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply, and  produced  the  proper  Refolutions  upon  each. 
Subject. 

The  Attention  of  the  Commons  was  chiefly  taken 
up  this  SeiHon  with  providing  for  the  Exigencies  of 
the  War. 

On  the  22d  of  May,  1 759,  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt 
communicated  to  them  a  Meffage  from  the  King, 
couched  in  thefe  Terms  :  "  His  Majefty,  relying  on 
the  experienced  Zeal  and  Affection  of  his  faithful 
Commons,  and  confidering  that,  in  this  critical  Con- 

juncture. 
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Anno  175S.  jun&ure,  Emergencies  may  arife,  which  may  be  of 
the  utmoft  Importance,  and  be  attended  with  the  moil 
pernicious  Confequences,  if  proper  Means  fhould  not 
immediately  be  applied  to  prevent  or  defeat  them,  is 
defirous,  that  this  Houfe  will  enable  him  to  defray 
any  extraordinary  Expences  of  the  War  incurred, 
or  to  be  incurred,  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1759, 
and  to  take  all  fuch  Meafures,  as  may  be  neceffary  to 
difappoint  or  defeat  any  Enterprizes  or  Defigns  of  his 
Enemies,  and  as  the  Exigencies  of  Affairs  may  re- 
quire." 

This  Meffage  being  read,  a  Motion  was  made,  and 
agreed  to  famine  contradicente,  that  it  fhould  be  referred 
to  the  Committee,  who  forthwith  formed  upon  it  the 
Refolution,  whereby  One  Million  was  granted,  to  be 
raifed  by  Loans,  or  Exchequer-Bills,  chargeable  on 
the  nrft  Aids  that  fhould  be  given  in  the  next  Seffion. 

May  30,  1759,  the  following  MefTage  from  his 
Majefty  was  communicated  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
hy  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt, 

GEORGE,  R, 
"  fT^HE  King  has  received  Advices  that  the 
"  A  French  Court  is  making  Preparations  with  a 
cc  Defign  to  invade  this  Kingdom  ;  and  though  his 
"  Majefty  is  perfuaded,  that,  by  the  united  Zeal  and 
*c  Affection  of  his  People,  any  fuch  Attempt  muft, 
«  under  the  Bleftlng  of  God,  end  in  the  Deftruc~tion 
5C  of  thofewhofhall  be  engaged  therein  ;  yet  his  Ma- 
«c  jefly  apprehends  that  he  fhould  not  acl:  confidently 
f  with  that  paternal  Care,  and  Concern,  which  he 
ct  has  always  fhewn  for  the  Safety  and  Prefervation  of 
4C  his  People,  if  he  omitted  any  Means  in  his  Power, 
*c  which  may  be  neceffary  for  their  Defence.  There- 
*c  fore  in  Purfuance  of  the  late  Adt.  of  Parliament, 
*6  his  Majefty  acquaints  the  Houfe  of  Lords  with  his 
cc  having  received  repeated  Intelligence  of  the  actual 
*c  Preparations  making  in  the  French  Ports  to  invade 
*c  this  Kingdom,  and  of  the  imminent  Danger  of 
cc  fuch  Invafion  being  attempted ;  to  the  End  that 
<c  his  Majefty  may  (if  he  {hall  think  proper)  caufe 
*c  the  Militia,  or  fuch  Part  thereof  as  fhall  be  necef- 

M  fary^ 
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<*  fary,  to  be  drawn  out,  and  embodied,  and  to  march    Anno  175S. 
"  as  Occafion  mail  require."  * — 

Refolved,  nemine  coniradicente, 

That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  presented  to  his  Majefty, 
to  return  his  Majefty  our  dutiful  Thanks  for  graci- 
oufly  communicating  to  this  Houfe,  that  he  has  re- 
ceived repeated  Intelligence  of  the  actual  Preparations 
making  in  the  French  Ports  to  invade  this  Kingdom, 
and  of  the  imminent  Danger  of  fuch  Invafion  being 
attempted ;  and  for  his  Majefty's  paternal  and  timely 
Care  of  the  Safety  and  Prefervation  of  his  People  ;  to 
affure  his  Majefty  that  this  Houfe  will,  with  their 
Lives  and  Fortunes,  fupport  and  ftand  by  his  Majefty, 
againft  all  Attempts  whatever  ;  and  that  his  faithful 
Commons,  with  Hearts  warm  with  Affection  and  Zeal 
for  his  Majefty's  facred  Perfon  and  Government,  and 
animated  by  Indignation  at  the  daring  Defigns  of  art 
Enemy,  whofe  Fleet  has  hitherto  fhunned,  in  Port, 
the  Terror  of  his  Navy,  will  chearfully  exert  the  ut- 
moft  Efforts  to  repel  all  Infults,  and  effectually  enable 
his  Majefty,  not  only  to  difappoint  the  Attempts  of 
France,  but,  by  the  Blefting  of  God,  to  turn  them  to 
their  own  Confufion. 

Refolved,  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to 
his  Majefty,  that  he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give 
Directions  to  his  Lieutenants  of  the  feveral  Counties, 
Ridings,  and  Places,  within  that  Part  of  Great- 
Britain,  called  England,  to  ufe  their  utmoft  Diligence 
and  Attention  to  carry  into  Execution  the  feveral  A£ts 
of  Parliament,  made  for  the  better  ordering  the  Mili- 
tia Forces  of  that  Part  of  Great- Britain  called  Eng- 
land. 

To  the  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  his  Ma- 
jefty was  pleafed  to  give  this  Anfwer. 

cc  T  Return  you  my  Thanks  for  your  dutiful  and  af- 
«*  \_  feclionate  Addrefs,  and  for  this  frefh,  and  very 
*c  particular,  Mark  of  your  unanimous  Zeal  in  De- 
"  fence  of  me  and  my  Crown. 

cc  You  may  rely  on  my  conftant  Endeavours  for 
J£  the  Prefervation  and  Safety  of  my  Kingdoms/' 
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Anno  175S.  No  other  material  public  Bufinefs  was  tranfa&ed 
this  Seffion,  which  ended  on  the  2d  ofjune,  1759, 
when  his  Majefty  ftill  continuing  to  be  fomewhat  in- 
difpofed,  the  Lord-Keeper  and  others,  by  Commif- 
fion,  made  the  following  Speech. 

cc  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

<c  rT^HE  King  has  commanded  us  to  put  an  End 
"  J[  to  this  Seffion  of  Parliament;  and,  at  the 
"  fame  Time,  to  afiure  you,  that  as  your  Conduct, 
C6  during  the  Courfe  of  it,  has  highly  deferved  his 
*'  Royal  Approbation,  fo  his. Majefty  now  returns 
<c  you  his  hearty  Thanks  for  it. 

46  At  the  Opening  of  the  Seffion,  his  Majefty  ex- 
c<  horted  you  to  bear  up  againft  all  Difficulties ;  ef- 
"  fe&ually  to  ftand  by,  and  defend,  his  Majefty ; 
"  and  vigoroully  to  fupport  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and 
<c  the  reft  of  his  Allies.  The  King  has  commanded 
<c  us  to  acquaint  you,  that  his  Hopes  of  furmounting 
"  thofe  Difficulties  was  founded  on  the  Wifdom, 
*4  Zeal,  and  Affection,  of  fo  good  a  Parliament ;  and 
•c  that  you  have  fully  anfwered  his  Expectations. 
cc  You  have  confidered  the  War  in  all  its  Parts  ;  and, 
4C  notwithstanding  the  long  Continuance  of  it,  through 
€C  the  Obftinacy  of  our  Enemies,  have  made  fuch 
*c  Provifion  for  the  many  different  Operations,  as 
<c  ought  to  convince  the  Powers  engaged  againft  us, 
<c  that  it  will  be  for  their  Intereft,  as  well  as  for  the 
"  Eafe  and  Relief  of  all  Europe,  to  come  to  equita- 
"  ble  and  honourable  Terms  of  Accommodation. 

<c  By  your  Affiftance  the  combined  Army  in  Ger- 
<e  many  has  been  completed :  Powerful  Squadrons, 
44  as  well  as  great  Numbers  of  Land  Forces,  are  em- 
44  ployed  in  America,  in  order  to  maintain  the  juft 
<c  Rights  and  Pofleffions  of  his  Majefty  and  his  Peo- 
44  pie ;  and  to  annoy  the  Enemy  in  the  moft  fenftble 
44  Manner  in  thofe  Parts  •,  and,  as  France  is  now 
44  making  confiderable  Preparations  in  her  Ports,  his- 
44  Majefty  has  taken  Care  to  put  his  Fleet  at  home  in 
44  the  belt  Condition,  both  of  Strength,  and  Situa- 
*f  tion,  to  guard  againft,  and  repel  any  Attempts, 
44  tha$  may  be  meditated  againft  his  Kingdoms. 

44  The 
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u  The  l£ing*s  Meafures  have  all  been  directed  to  Anno  175S. 
%i  afTert  the  Honour  of  his  Crown ;  to  preferve  the 
.*'  effential  Interefts  of  his  faithful  Subjects;  and  to 
c*  fupport  the  Caufe  of  the  Proteftant  Religion,  and 
cc  public  Liberty.  His  Majefly  therefore  trufts  that 
cc  the  Uprightnefs  of  his  Intentions  will  draw  down 
**  the  Bleffing  of  Heaven  upon  his  Endeavours. 

c«  We  have  it,  alfo,  in  Command  from  his  Majefty, 
€C  to  let  you  know,  that  he  hopes  the  Provifions  you 
cc  have  made  to  prevent  and  correct  the  Exceffes  of 
**  the  Privateers,  will  be  effectual  to  that .  defirable 
*c  End.  The  King  has  had  it  much  at  Heart :  For 
*c  though  his  Majeity  is  fenfible  of  the  Utility  of  fchat 
"  Service,  when  under  proper  Regulations,  he  is 
*c  determined  to  do  his  utmoit,  to  prevent  any  Inju- 
<c  jies,  or  Hardfhips,  being  done  to  the  Subjects  of 
'*  neutral  Powers,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  and 
*c  confiftent  with  his  Majeity 's  juft  Right  to  hinder 
"  the  Trade  of  his  Enemies  from  being  coliuuvely 
tc  and  fraudulently  covered." 

«*  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

cc  We  are  commanded  to  allure  you,  that,  when 
*<  his  Majefty  confiders  the  large  Supplies  which  you 
<c  have  fo  unanimoufly  given,  he  feels  himfelf  under 
<c  the  ftrongeft  Obligations,  not  only  to  thank  you 
<c  for  them,  but  alfo  to  applaud  the  Firmnefs  and 
*c  Vigour,  with  which  you  have  atted ;  as  well  as 
"  your  Prudence  in  judging,  that,  notwithstanding 
<c  the  prefent  Burdens,  the  making  ample  Proviilons 
<c  for  carrying  on  the  War  is  the  moft  probable 
*c  Means  to  bring  it  to  an  honourable  and  happy  Con- 
**  cluuon.  No  Attention  will  be  wanting  on  his 
<c  Majefty's  Part  for  the  faithful  Application  of  what 
ft  you  have  granted." 

«4  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

*c  His  Majeity  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  order 
<€  us  to  add,  that  he  has  nothing  more  to  defire  of 
**  you,  but  that  you  would  carry  down  the  fame  good 
**  Difpofitions,  and  propagate  them  in  your  feveral 
"  Countries,  which  you  have  fhewn  in  your  Proceed- 
u  ings  during  your,  fitting:  here," 
r  A  LIST 
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A  LIST  of  the  Public  ACTS  pafled  during  this 
Seffion. 

Anno  1758.      A    N  Act,  -  For  taking  off  the  Prohibition  of  Corn, 
'  XJL  Malty  Mealy  Floury  Bread,  Bifcuity  and  Starch, 

An  Act,  For  punijhing  Mutiny  and  Defertion, 

An  Aft,  For  regulating  his  Majejlfs  Marine  Forces 
while  on  Shore. 

An  Act,  For  indemnifying  Perfons  zuho  have  omitted 
to  qualify  themf elves  for  Employments. 

An  Act,  For  explaining  an  Acl  of  the  lid  of  his  pre* 
fent  Majejly  y  for  the  more  eafy  Recovery  of  fmall  Debts , 
in  the  Borough  of  South wark. 

An  Acl:,  For  granting  an  Aid  to  his  Majejly  by  a 
Land-Tax  of  4  s.   in  the  Pound. 

An  Act,  For  granting  to  his  Majejly  a  Subfidy  of 
Poundage  on  certain  dry  Goods  imported,  and  an  additional 
Inland  Duty  on  Coffee  and  Chocolate ;  and  for  raifing 
certain  Annuities  and  a  Lottery, 

[Five  per  Cent,  additional  on  all  dry  Goods  imported, 
and  is.  per  Pound  on  Coffee  and  Chocolate.] 

An  Act,  For  the  free  Importation  of  live  Cattle  from 
Ireland  for  a  limited  Time, 

[For  five  Years,  to  commence  from  the  Firft  of 
May,   1759.] 

An  Act,  For  the  free  Importation  of  Irifh  Tallow. 

[For  the  fame  Time,  but  an  Entry  to  be  made 
thereof  at  the  Cuftom-Houfe,  and  to  be  landed  in  the 
Prefence  of  an  Officer,  under  Penalty  of  paying  the 
Duty.] 

An  Act,  For  the  more  eafy  collecling  Sheriffs  Poji 
Fines, 

An  Act,  For  granting  certain  Sums  out  of  the  Sink* 
ing  Fund,  and  for  applying  Monies  in  the  Exchequer  for 
the  Service  of  the  Tear  1 759. 

An  Act,  For  enabling  his  Majejly  to  raife  the  Sum  of 
One  Million, 

An  Act,  To  amend  an  Acl  of  the  lajl  SeJJionfor  repeal' 
ing  the  Duty  on  Silver  Plate. 

An  Act,  For  augmenting  the  Salaries  of  the  Puifne 
Judges  in  the  J  ever  al  Courts  of  Great-Britain. 

An 
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An  Acl,    For  confoli  dating  the  Annuities  granted  in   Anno  175S. 
1757,  with  the  joint  Stock  of  3  per  Cent.  Annuities  aU 
ready  confolidated. 

An  Act,  For  continuing  fever  al Laws  relating  to  Draw- 
lacks  upon  Exportation  of  Copper  Bars,  and  other  R4er- 
chandizes  ;  for  the  Encouragement  of  the  Silk  Manufac- 
tures ;  and  reducing  the  Duties  on  Ma/is,  Yards,  and 
Botufprits,  Tar,  Pitch,  and  Turpentine  ;  for  the  encou- 
raging the  Growth  of  Coffee  in  his  Majefys  Plantations  ; 
for  the  fecuring  the  Duties  upon  foreign  made  Sail-Cloth^ 
and  charging  foreign  made  Sails  with  a  Duty,  &c. 

An  A cT:,  To  amend  the  Acl  for  granting  his  Majefly 
federal  Duties  upon  Offices  and  Pen/ions,  and  upon  Houfes, 
Windows,  or  Lights,  fo  far  as  the  fame  relates  to  the 
Hates  and  Duties  on  Offices  and  Penfions. 

An  A £t.  To  amend  the  Acl  relating  to  Stamp  Duties. 
.  An  Acl,  To  amend  the  Acl  for  the  Encouragement  of 
Seamen,  and  the  Prevention  of  Piracies  by  private  Ships 
of  War. 

An  A<5t3  For  applying  the  Money  granted  for  the  Mi- 
litia. 

An  Acl,  For  enforcing  the  Laivs  relating  to  the  Mi- 
litia. 

An  Acl,  For  making  Compenfation  to  the  Proprietors 
of  Lands  purchafed  for  enlarging  the  Docks  at  Chatham, 
rortfmouth,  and  Plymouth,  QV, 

An  Aft,  For  applying  a  Sum  of  Money  towards  forti- 
fying Mil  ford  Haven. 

An  Act,  For  preventing  the  Importation  of  the  Wool- 
len Manufactures  of  France  into  any  of  the  Ports  in  the 
Levant  Sea,  by  his  Majefiys  Subjecls. 

An  Act,  For  preventing  the  fraudulent  Importation  of 
Cambricks  and  French  Lawns. 

An  Act,  For  regulating  the  Potuer  of  taking  Samples 
of  foreign  Spirituous  Liquors  by  Excife  Officers. 

An  Act,  For  regulating  Forfeitures  incurred  by  the 
Laws  of  Excife. 

An  Act,  For  the  further  Punijhment  of  Perfons  going 
armed  or  difguifed,  in  Defiance  to  the  Laws  of  CuJlo?nsy 
or  Excife,  and  for  appropriating  certain  Penalties  mentioned 
in  an  Acl  of  the  lajl  Scffionfor  the  due  making  of  Bread. 

An  Acl:,  For  Relief  of  Debtors  with  refpecl  to  the  Im- 
frifonment  of  their  Perfons* 
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Anno  1758.       An  A&,  For  the  letter  regulating  of  Lqftage  and  BaU 
lajiage  in  the  Thames,  &c» 

An  Act,  To  prevent  the  Frauds  committed  in  the  Ad± 
meafurement  of  Coals  in  the  City  and  Liberty  of  Weft- 
minfter. 

An  Act,  For  the  Prefervation  of  Turnpike  Roads  in 
Scotland. 

An  A£t,  For  improving  the  Navigation  of  the  River 
Clyde  to  the  City  of  Glafgow,  and  for  building  a  Bridge 
there. 

An  Act,  For  completing  the  Navigation  of  the  River 
Wear. 

An  Act,  For  the  better  Improvement  of  the  River  and 
Tort  and  Haven  of  Sunderland. 

An  A  61,  For  ere  cling  a  Workhoufe  at  Plymouth,  fet~ 
ting  the  Poor  at  Work,  and  maintaining  them  there* 

An  Act,  For  difcharging  the  Inhabitants  ^Manches- 
ter from  the  Cujlom  of  grinding  their  Corn  at  the  School 
Mills. 

An  Act,  For  efiablijhing  a  nightly  Watch  at  Guildford 
In  Surrey. 

An  Act,  For  laying  a  Duty  of  Two  Pennies  Scots, 
upon  every  Scots  Pint  of  Ale,  Porter,  and  Beer,  which 
Jhall  be  brewed  for  Sale  within  the  Town  of  Kelfo,  in  the 
Shire  of  Roxburgh,  towards  finijhing  a  Bridge  crofs  the 
Riv&r  Tweed, 
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Hiftory   and  Proceedings 

O  F    T  H  E 

SIXTH     SESSION 

OF    THE 
Eleventh  Parliament  of  Great-Britain. 

On  the  1 3th  of  November,  1759,  the  Parliament  met  at 
Weftminfter.  The  Sejfion  zvas  opened  by  Commijfion 
with  the  following  Speech* 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen 


N  Purfuance  of  the  Authority  given  to  us,   by  Anno  1759; 


"  T 

<c  J  L  his  Majefty's  Commiffion,  under  the  Great  Sea 
<c  amongft  other  Things,  to  declare  the  Caufe  of  his 
"  holding  this  Parliament,  his  Majefty  has  been  gra- 
cc  cioufly  pleafed  to  direct  us  to  allure  you,  that  he 
*c  efteems  himfelf  particularly  happy,  in  being  able 
<c  to  call  you  together,  in  a  Situation  of  Affairs,  fo 
<c  glorious  and  advantageous  to  his  Crown  and  King- 
*c  doms. 

"  His  Majefty  fees,  and  devoutly  adores,  the  Hand 
<c  of  Providence,  in  the  many  fignal  SuccefTes,  both 
<c  by  Sea  and  Land,  with  which  his  Arms  have  been 
<c  blefled,  in  the  Courfeof  the  laft  Summer;  and,  at 
<c  the  fame  Time,  his  Majefty  reflects,  with  much 
"  Satisfaction,  on  the  Confidence" which  you  placed 
*<  in  him,  by  making  fuch  ample  Provifions,  and  in- 
*c  trufting  him  with  fuch  extenfive  Powers  for  carry- 
*'  ing  on  a  War,  which  the  Defence  of  our  valuable 
<c  Rights  and  PofTeffions,  and  the  Prefervation  of  the 
<c  Navigation  and  Commerce  of  his  Majefty's  People^ 
"  had  made  both  juft  and  neceffary. 
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Anno ^759-  «  We  have  it  alfo  in  Command  from  his  Majefty 
"  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  happy  Progrefs  of  our 
€C  SuccefTes,  from  the  taking  of  Goree,  on  the  Coaft 
*c  of  Africa,  to  the  Conqueft  of  fo  many  important 
**  Places  in  America,  with  the  Defeat  of  the  French 
<c  Army  in  Canada ,  and  the  Reduction  of  their  capi- 
4C  tal  City  of  Quebec,  effected  with  fo  much  Honour 
"  to  the  Courage  and  Conduct  of  his  Majefty's  Offi- 
€§  cers  both  at  Sea  and  Land;  and  with  fo  great 
*c  Luftre  to  his  intrepid  Forces;  together  with  the 
<c  important  Succefs  obtained  by  his  Majefty's  Fleet 
*c  off  Cape  Lagos  \  and  the  effectual  blocking  up,  for 
*c  fo  many  Months,  the  principal  Part  of  the  Navy 
"  of  France,  in  their  own  Ports ;  are  Events,  which 
"  muft  have  filled  the  Hearts  of  all  his  Majefty's 
Ci  faithful  Subjects,  as  well  as  his  own,  with  the  fin- 
*c  cereft  Joy  ;  and,  his  Majefty  trufts,  will  convince 
*c  you,  that  there  has  been  no  Want  of  Vigilance, 
"  or  Vigour,  on  his  Part,  in  exerting  thofe  Means, 
*c  which  you,  with  fo  much  Prudence,  and  public- 
ic  fpirited  Zeal,  put  into  his  Majefty's  Hands* 

"  That  our  Advantages  have  extended  farther ;  and 
cc  the  Divine  Bleffing  has  favoured  us  in  the  Eaft- 
"  Indies,  where  the  dangerous  Defigns  of  his  Majefty's 
<c  Enemies  have  mifcarried  ;  and  that  valuable  Branch 
*c  of  our  Trade  has  received  great  Benefit  and  Pro- 
**  tection. 

"  That  the  memorable  Victory  gained  over  the 
<c  French,  near  Minden,  has  long  made  a  deep.  Im- 
€C  preflion  on  the  Minds  of  his  Majefty's  People* 
*6  And  that,  if  the  Crifis  in  which  that  Battle  was 
*«  fought,  the  fuperior  Numbers  of  the  Enemy,  and 
*<  the  great  and  able  Conduct  of  his  Majefty's  Gene- 
<c  ral,  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  are  confidered  ; 
*c  that  Action  muft  be  the  Subject  of  lafting  Admira^ 
i6  tion  and  Thankfulnefs.  That,  if  any  thing  could 
ic  fill  the  Breafts  of  his  Majefty's  good  Subjects  with 
4<  ftill  farther  Degrees  of  Exultation,  it  is  the  diftin- 
w  guifhed  and  unbroken  Valour  of  his  Majefty's 
"  Troops  ;  owned  and  applauded  by  thofe  whom  they 
"  overcame.  The  Glory  they  have  gained  is  not 
<c  merely  their  own  ;  but,  in  a  national  View,  is  one 
"  of  the  moil  important  Circumftances  of  our  Suc- 

m  cefs, 
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u  cefs,  as  it  muft  be  a  ftriking  Admonition  to  our    Ann0  '759- 
•*  Enemies,  with  whom  they  have  to  contend, 

"  That  his  Majefty's  good  Brother  and  Ally  the 
"  King  of  PruJJia^  attacked  and  furrounded  by  fa 
*c  many  confiderable  Powers,  has,  by  his  Magnani- 
"  mity  and  Abilities,  and  the  Bravery  of  his  Troops, 
"  been  able,  in  a  furprizing  Manner,  to  prevent  the 
<c  Mifchiefs  concerted  with  fuch  united  Force  againft 
"  him. 

"  His  Majefty  has  farther  commanded  us  to  obferve 
<c  to  you,  that  as  his  Majefty  entered  into  this  War% 
"  not  from  Views  of  Ambition,  fo  he  does  not  wifh 
<c  to  continue  in  it,  from  Motives  of  Refentment. 
"  The  Defire  of  his  Majefty's  Heart  is,  to  fee  a  Stop 
"  put  to  the  Effufion  of  Chriftian  Blood.  When- 
<c  ever  fuch  Terms  of  Peace  can  be  eftablimed,  as 
<c  fhall  be  juft  and  honourable  for  his  Majefty,  and 
"  his  Allies ;  and,  by  procuring  fuch  Advantages, 
cc  as,  from  the  Succefles  of  his  Majefty's  Arms,  may, 
"  in  Reafon  and  Equity,  be  expected,  mail  bring 
<c  along  with  them  full  Security  for  the  future  ;  his 
<c  Majefty  will  rejoice  to  fee  the  Repofe  of  Euro-pi 
*c  reftored,  on  fuch  folid  and  durable  Foundations  ; 
"  and  his  faithful  Subjects,  to  whofe  liberal  Support 
"  and  unfhaken  Firmnefs  his  Majefty  owes  fo  much, 
**  happy  in  the  Enjoyment  of  the  Bleflings  of  Peace 
"  and  Tranquillity.  But  in  order  to  this  great  and 
<c  defirable  End,  his  Majefty  is  confident  you  will 
*<  agree  with  him,  that  it  is  neceffary  to  make  ample 
"  Provifion  for  carrying  on  the  War,  in  all  Parts, 
*'  with  the  utmoft  Vigour." 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

*c  We  are  commanded  by  his  A^ajefty  to  allure  you, 
(c  that  the  great  Supplies,  which  were  given  the  laft  Sef- 
*c  fion,  have  been  faithfully  employed  for  the  Purpofes 
"  for  which  they  were  granted;  but  the  uncommon 
"  Extent  of  this  War,  and  the  various  Services  necef- 
"  fary  to  be  provided  for,  in  order  to  fecure  Succefs 
**  to  his  Majefty's  Meafures,  have  unavoidably  occa- 
"  fioned  extraordinary  Expencesj  an  Account  of 
"  which  will  be  laid  before  you. 

R  3  «  His 
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Anno  1759^  «  His  Majefty  has  alfo  ordered  the  proper  Eftimate^ 
for  the  Service  of  the  enfuing  Year  to  be  prepared 
<<  and  laid  before  you  ;  and  his  Majefty  deftres  you 
f  to  grant  him  fuch  Supplies,  as  fhall  be  necefTary  to 
"  fuftain  and  prefs,  with  Effec"t,  all  our  extenfive 
**  Operations  againft  the  Enemy  ;  and,  at  the  fame 
*c  Time,  by  the  Bleffing  of  God,  to  repel  and  fruf- 
"  trate  their  daring  Defigns  againft  his  Majefty's 
«  Kingdoms."  •  ' 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

<c  His  Majefty  has,  in  the  laft  Place,  been  graci- 
fc  oufly  pleafed  to  command  us  to  repeat  to  you,  the 
fc  AfTurances  of  the  high  Satisfaction  his  Majefty 
?<  takes  in  that  Union,  and  good  Harmony,  which  is 
<€  fo  confpicuous  amongft  his  faithful  Subjects  ;  hap- 
? c  py  in  feeing  it  continued  and  confirmed  ;  and  to 
€C  obferve  to  you,  that  Experience  has  fhewn  how 
<c  much  we  all  owe  to  it ;  and  that  nothing  ^Ke  can 
*s  effectually  fecure  the  true  Happinefs  of  his  People." 

His  Royal  Highnefs,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  took  his 
Seat  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers  this  Day. 

the  humble  ADDRESS    of  the   Houfe  of  Commons 
to  the  KING. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 
t6  11TE  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
k<<  YV  Subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain, 
4<  in  Parliament  afTembled,  return  your  Majefty  our 
U  moft  humble  Thanks  for  the  Speech  delivered  by 
"  your  Majefty's  Command,  to  both  Houfes  of  Par- 
*6  liament. 

"  Permit  us,  Sir,  with  the  fincereft  Zeal  and  Duty, 
cc  to  congratulate  your  Majefty  on  the  glorious  and 
<c  uninterrupted  Series  of  Succefs  and  Victory,  which 
«c  hath  attended  your  Majefty's  Arms,  during  the 
<c  whole  Courfe  of  this  diftinguifhed  and  memorable 
"  Year. 

"  With  the  deepeft  Reverence,  and  moft  devout 
"  Gratitude  to  Divine  Providence,  we  acknowledge 
cc  that  inanifeft  Bleffing  and  Protection,   which  God 

"  hath 
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<6  hath  vouchfafed  to  beftow  upon  your  Majefty's 
"  Counfels  and  Arms,  and  offer  up  our  molt  ardent 
•*  Vows  and  Prayers  for  its  Continuance. 

"  Your  Majefty's  faithful  Commons  will  not  at- 
"  tempt  to  enumerate  all  the  Advantages  and  Glories 
"  derived  to  your  Majefty,  and  thefe  Kingdoms,  from 
<c  the  various  Succeftes,  which  have  been  extended 
<c  into  every  Quarter  of  the  World  ;  but  we  humbly 
"  beg  Leave  to  allure  your  Majefty,  that  our  Hearts 
"  are  filled  with  the  moft  grateful  and  lively  Senfe  of 
"  the  happy  Confequences,  which,  under  God,  are 
^  owing  to  the  Wifdom,  Vigilance,  and  Vigour,  of 
<c  your  Majefty's  Meafures  in  the  Profecution  of  this 
"  juft  and  neceflary  War  :   Particularly, 

"  The  taking  of  the  Ifland  of  Gsrse,  and  the  Ex- 
C£  tenfion  of  our  Commerce  on  the  Coaft  of  Africa  ; 
*c  The  Defeat  of  the  French  Fleet  in  the  Eafl-Indies,  and 
"  the  Repulfe  of  their  Land  Forces  before  Madrafs9 
*c  whereby  the  dangerous  Defigns  of  our  Enemies 
<c  there,  have  mifcarried,  and  Protection  hath  been 
"  given  to  our  Trade  and  Settlements  in  thofe  Coun- 
"  tries  :  The  valuable  Conqueft  of  Guadalupe  and 
"  Marie-Galante  in  the  Weft-Indies :  The  Reduction 
<c  of  fo  many  Forts  and  Places  in  North  America^ 
<c  compleated  and  crowned  by  that  glorious  and  deci- 
"  five  Victory  over  the  French  Army  in  Canada^  and 
"  the  Surrender  of  their  capital  City  of  Quebec,  ef- 
^  fected  with  fo  much  Honour  to  the  Courage  and 
"  Conduct  of  your  Majefty's  Officers  by  Sea  and 
"  Land,  and  with  fo  much  Luftre  to  your  intrepid 
<c  Forces:  The  important  Succefs  of  your  Majefty's 
<c  Fleet,  inpurfuing,  taking,  and  deftroying  a  confi- 
*6  derable  Part  of  th&  French  Squadron  off  Cape  Lagos; 
<c  and  blocking  up,  for  fo  many  Months,  the  reft  of 
"  the  Navy  of  France,  in  their  own  Ports,  which  had 
"  greatly  augmented  the  Diftrefs  of  our  Enemies, 
$'  whilft  it  has  protected  and  fecured  our  Commerce 
*c  and  Navigation. 

"  Nor  can  we  ever  forget  that  critical,  fignal,  and 
*e  memorable  Defeat  of  the  French  Army  near  Mindent 
*'  fo  juftly  the  Subject  of  lafting  Admiration  and 
"  Thankfulnefs,  if  we  confider  the  fuperior  Num- 
**  bers  of  the  Enemy,  the  great  and  able  Conduct  of 
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his  Serene  Highnefs  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwid, 
or  the  unconquerable  Valour  of  your  Majefty's 
Troops. 

"  When  we  reflect,  upon  this  continued  Train  of 
SuccerTes,  Part  of  which  would  have  been  fufficient 
to  have  fignalized  this  long  and  active  Campaign, 
it  is  impoffible  for  us  not  to  exprefs  the  higher!:  Sa- 
tisfaction at  the  great  Ability,  Refolution,  and 
perfect  Harmony,  fo  confpicuous  in  your  Majefty's 
Admirals  and  Generals  throughout  the  Execution 
of  your  Commands  ;  and  at  the  ardent  Courage, 
which  hath  manifefted  itfelf  in  the  Behaviour  of 
the  Officers  and  Forces  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  with 
fuch  perfonal  and  national  Glory.  Nothing  but 
this  Spirit  could  have  enabled  them  to  furmount 
every  Difficulty  arifmg  from  the  fuperior  Number, 
and  advantageous  Situation,  of  the  Enemy  ;  and 
we  are  fully  perfuaded,  that  the  like  Refolution, 
Ardour,  and  Zeal,  excited  and  animated  by  thofe 
beft  Incentives,  your  Majefty's  gracious  Accept- 
ance and  royal  Approbation  of  their  eminent  Ser- 
vices, followed  by  the  warmeft  and  moft  univerfal 
Applaufe  of  their  Country,  will  continue  to  give 
Terror  to  the  Enemies,  and  Confidence  to  the  Al- 
lies of  Great-Britain. 

<c  We  view,  with  the  higheft  Admiration,  the 
Magnanimity,  and  unexampled  Efforts  of  that 
great  Prince,  your  Majefty's  Ally,  the  King  of 
PruJJia^  whofe  confummate  Genius,  unwearied 
Activity,  and  unfhaken  Conftancy  of  Mind,  fe- 
conded  by  the  Bravery  of  his  Troops,  have  been 
able,  in  every  Situation,  to  fupply  Refources  fuffi- 
cient to  refift  the  united  Forces  of  fo  many  and  fuch 
formidable  Powers. 

"  Your  Majefty's  faithful  Commons  feel,  with  due 
Gratitude,  your  paternal  Care  and  Concern  for  the 
Peace  and  Happinefs  of  your  People ;  and  cannot 
too  much  admire  that  Greatnefs  of  Mind,  which 
difpofes  your  Heart,  in  the  midft  of  Profperities,  to 
wifh  that  a  Stop  may  be  put  to  the  Eftufion  of 
Chriflian  Blood,  and  that  public  Tranquillity  may 
be  reftored. 
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«  We  entirely  rely  on  your  Majefty's  known  Wif-  Anno  17S9- 
c  dom  and  Firmnefs,  that  this  defirable  Object,  when-  * 
6  ever  it  (hall  be  attained,  will  be  on  fuch  Terms  as 
c  fhall  be  juft  and  honourable  for  your  Majefty  and 
4  your  Allies  j  and  fhall  bring  along  with  them  full 
{  Security  for  the  future,  on  iolid  and  durable  Foun- 
4  dations,  by  procuring  fuch  Advantages  as  may,  in 
c  Reafon  and  Equity,  be  expected  from  the  Succefles 
'  of  our  Arms,  and  which  will  fix,  in  the  Minds  of 
c  a  grateful  People,  the  lafting  Remembrance  of  this 
c  happy  iEra,  and  of  the  Benefits  derived  to  them, 
'  under  your  Majefty's  glorious  and  aufpicious  Go- 
f  vernment. 

"  In  order  to  effect  this  great  End,  we  are  tho- 
'  roughly  fenfible  that  ample  Provifion  muft  be  made 
c  for  carrying  on  the  War,  in  all  Parts,  with  the  ut- 
c  moft  Vigour  :  And  we  affure  your  Majefty,  that  we 
c  will  chearfuily  grant  your  Majefty  fuch  Supplies, 
6  as  fhall  be  found  neceiTary  to  fuftain,  and  prefs 
c  with  Effect,  all  our  extenfive  Operations  againft 
<  the  Enemy,  and  at  the  fame  Time,  by  the  Rleifing 
c  of  God,  to  repel  and  fruftrate  their  daring  Deiigns 
c  againft  thefe  Kingdoms ;  convinced,  from  the  long 
c  Experience  we  have  had  of  the  Wifdom  and  Good- 
c  nefs  of  your  Majefty,  that  they  will  be  applied  in 
'  fuch  a  Manner.,  as  will  beft  anfwer  thefe  great 
1  Purpofes. 

«  We  cannot  fuificiently  teftify  our  grateful  Senfe 
c  of  the  high  Satisfaction,  which  your  Majefty  has 
c  been  pleafed  to  exprefs,  in  that  perfect  Union  and 
6  good  Harmony,  which  fo  happily  fubfifts  amongft 
6  your  faithful  Subjects,  the  falutary  Effects  of  which 
c  have  been  molt  confpicuous  :  And  the  pleafing  Ex- 
c  perience  we  have  had  of  them,  joined  to  yourMa- 
c  jefty's  paternal  Recommendation,  muft  be  the  moft 
c  powerful  Motives  to  enforce  the  Continuance  of 
c  thofe  Difpofitions,  fo  effential  to  the  full  Exertion 
c  of  our  utmoft  Strength,  as  well  as  to  the  Tran- 
c  quillity,  good  Order,  aud  Happinefs  of  your  Ma- 
c  jefty's  People." 


Hi* 
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His  MAJESTY'S  moft  gracious  ANSWER. 

cc  If"  Return  you  my  hearty  Thanks  for  this  moft 
*c  JL  dutiful  and  affectionate  Addrefs,  and  for  your 
<c  unanimous  Zeal  for  the  Defence  of  my  Crown, 
"  and  for  the  Support  of  my  Allies.  You  may  al- 
cc  ways  rely  on  my  conftant  Care  for  the  lafting  Wei- 
"  fare  of  my  People." 

On  the  2$th  of  February,  1760,  Sir  Edward Haivke 
received  the  Thanks  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by 
the  Mouth  of  the  Speaker,  who  in  a  moft  elegant 
Speech  recounted  the  eminent  Services  the  Admiral 
had  done  his  Country ;  and  concluded  with  telling 
him,  how  pleafing  the  Office  was  to  convey  the 
Thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  him  for  thofe  Services,  par- 
ticularly for  the  late  fignal  Victory  obtained  over  the 
French  Fleet.  Upon  which  Sir  Edward  faid, 
'  Mr.  Speaker, 

c  I  own  myfelf  greatly  at  a  Lofs,  as  to  the  proper 
Manner  of  acknowledging  the  great  Honour  conferred 
on  me  by  this  auguft  Houfe,  in  their  diftinguifhed 
Approbation  of  my  Conduct:,  on  the  2Cth  of  November 
laft.  In  doing  my  utmoft,  I  only  did  the  Duty  I  owed 
my  King  and  Country,  which  ever  has  been,  and 
fhall  be,,  my  greateft  Ambition  to  perform  faithfully 
and  honeftly,  to  the  beft  of  my  Ability.  I  can  only 
affaire  this  Hon.  Houfe,  that  I  receive  this  Mark  of 
Honour  with  the  greateft  Refpect ;  and  mall  ever  re- 
tain the  moft  grateful  Senfe  of  it. 

c  Before  I  fit  down,  permit  me,  Sir,  in  particular, 
to  return  you  my  moft  refpecliful  Thanks,  for  the 
obliging  Manner  in  which  you  have  communicated  to 
me  the  great  Honour  done  me  by  this  Houfe,  which 
I  fhall  always  efteem  as  the  higheft  Obligation.' 

The  Supplies  this  Year  amounted  to  Fifteen  Milli- 
ons, five  hundred  three  thoufand,  five  hundred  and 
ilxty- three  Pounds. 

There  were  no  Debates  this  Seffion  on  any  public 
Meafure,  confequently  it  is  interefting  only  for  the 
Laws  which  were  made.  The  following  is  a  Lift  of 
them. 

A  UST 
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A  LIST  of  the  Public  ACTS  paffed  during  this 
Seffion. 

AN  Act,  To  continue  and  amend  an  Afi  for  the  Im-   Anno  1759. 
portation  of  Irifh  faked  Beef  Pork,  and  Butter, 

An  Act,  To  prohibit  for  a  limited  Time,  the  dijlilling 
of  Spirits  or  Low  Wines  from  all  Grain, 

An  Act,  For  punijhing  Mutiny  and  Defertion,  and  for 
the  better  Payment  of  the  Army  and  their  Quarters. 

An  Act,  For  raifing  8,000,000 1.  by  Annuities  and 
Lottery,  and  for  laying  an  additional  Duty  on  Malt. 

An  Act,  For  granting  an  Aid  to  his  Majejly  by  a  Land- 
Tax  of  4s.  in  the  Pound. 

An  Act,  For  continuing  and  granting  Duties  upon 
Malt,  Mum,  Cyder  and  Perry. 

An  Act,  For  enabling  his  Majejly  to  raife  a  Certain  Sum 
of  Money,  towards  paying  off,  and  difcharging,  the  Debt 
of  the  Navy,  for  the  Tear  1760. 

•    An  Act,  For  granting  to  his  Majejly  a  certain  S-um  of 
Money  out  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 

An  Act,  For  enabling  his  Majejly  to  raife  the  Sum  of 
One  Million. 

An  Act,  For  adding  the  Annuities  granted  in  the  Tear 
1759,  to  the  joint  Stock  of  3  per  Cent,  confolidaied  An- 
nuities. 

An  Act,  For  an  additional  Number  of  one  hundred 
Hackney  Chairs. 

An  Act,  For  the  better  Encouragement  of  the  making 
Sail  Cloth  in  Great-Britain. 

An  Act,  Towards  defraying  the  Charge  of  Pay,  and 
cloathing  the  unembodied  Militia  for  a  Tear. 

An  Act,  For  limiting,  confining,  and  better  regulating 
the  Payment  of  the  weekly  Allowances,  made  by  Aft  of 
Parliament,  for  the  Maintenance  of  Families  unable  to 
fupport  tbemfelves,  during  the  Abfence  of  Militia-Men^ 
embodied,  and  ordered  out  into  actual  Service. 

An  Act,  To  continue  fever al  Laws  relating  to  the  run- 
ning of  uncuftomed  Goods,  and  preventing  Frauds,  re- 
lating to  the  Cujloms. 

An  Act,  For  reviving  and  continuing  fo  much  of  an 
Acl  as  relates  to  the  more  effectual  Trial  and  Punijhment 
of  High  Treafon  and  Mifprijion  of  High  Treafony  in  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  6v, 

Aii 
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Ail  Ac~t,  To  enforce  and  render  more  effectual,  the 
Laws  relating  to  the  Qualifications  of  Members  to  fit  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

An  Ac~t,  For  encouraging  the  Exportation  of  Rum  and 
Spirits -,  of  the  Grozvth,  Produce,  and  Manufacture  of 
the  Britim  Sugar  Plantations,  from  this  Kingdom,  and  of 
Britifh  Spirits  made  from  MelaJJes. 

An  Act,  To  repeal fio  much  of  an  Aft  paffed  in  the  2gth 
Tear  of  his  prefent  Majefty9  s  Reign,  concerning  a  free 
Market  for  Fifi  at  Weftminfter,  as  requires  Ftjkermen 
to  enter  their  Fijhing  VeJJels  at  the  Office  of  the  Searcher  of 
the  Cuftoms  at  Gravefend,  and  to  regulate  the  Sale  Of  Fijh, 
at  the  firjl  Hand,  in  the  Fijh-Markets  in  London  and 
Weftminfter  ;  and  to  prevent  Salefmen  of  Fijh  buying  Fijh 
to  fell  again,  on  their  own  Account ;  and  for  other  Purpofes. 

An  Act,  For  allowing  further  Time  for  Inrolhnent  of 
Deeds  and  Wills,  made  by  Papijis,  and  for  Relief  of 
Protejlant  Pur  chafers. 

An  Act:,  To  indemnify  Perfons,  who  have  omitted  U 
qualify  themf elves  for  Offices  and  Employments,  &c. 

An  A£b,  For  the  more  effectual  fecuring  the  Payment  of 
fuch  Prize  and  Bounty-Monies  as  are  appropriated  to  the 
Ufe  of  Greenwich  HofpitaL 

The  public  Bufinefs  being  finifhed,  the  Seffion  was 
concluded  with  the  following  Speech  of  the  Lords- 
Commiftioners  appointed  by  his  Majefty,  for  holding 
this  Parliament ;  delivered  by  the  Lord-Keeper  to  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  on  Thurfday  the  22d  of  Mayy 
1760. 

<c  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"  \KF"^  ^ave  received  the  King's  Commands  to 
"  V  V  Put  an  En(*  to  this  Seffion  of  Parliament ; 
Ci  and,  upon  this  Occafion,  to  anure  you,  that  his 
*•  Majefty  looks  back,  with  entire  Satisfaction,  on 
"  your  Proceedings  during  the  Courfe  of  it.  The 
*?  Duty  and  Affe&ion  which  you  have  exprefTed  for 
*c  his  Perfon  and  Government,  and  the  Zeal  and 
*c  Unanimity  which  you  have  fhewn  in  maintaining 
"  the  true  Intereft  of  your  Country,  can  only  be 
"  equalled  by  what  his  Majefty  has  formerly  experi- 
ft<  enced  from  this  Parliament. 

"  His 
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"  His  Majefty  has  commanded  us  to  acquaint  you,  Anno  1760. 
that  it  would  have  given  him  the  moft  fenfible  Plea- f 
fure  to  have  been  able  to  communicate  to  you,  that 
his  fincere  Endeavours  to  promote  a  general  Pacifi- 
cation had  met  with  more  fuitable  Returns  before 
this  Time.  His  Majefty,  in  Conjunction  with  his 
good  Brother  and  Ally  the  King  of  PruJJia^  chofe 
to  give  their  Enemies  Proofs  of  this  equitable  Dif- 
pofition,  in  the  midft  of  a  Series  of  glorious  Vic- 
tories ;  an  Opportunity  the  moft  proper  to  do  it 
with  Dignity,  and  to  manifeft  to  all  Europe  the 
Purity  and  Moderation  of  his  Views.  After  fuch 
a  Conduct,  his  Majefty  has  the  Comfort  to  reflect, 
that  the  further  Continuance  of  the  Calamities  of 
War  cannot  be  imputed  to  him,  or  his  Allies  5  and 
trufts  in  the  Blefling  of  Heaven  upon  the  Juftice  of 
his  Arms,  and  upon  thofe  ample  Means,  which 
your  Zeal,  in  fo  good  a  Caufe,  has  wifely  put  into 
his  Hands,  that  his  future  SuccefTes,  in  carrying  on 
the  War,  will  not  fall  fhort  of  the  paft  ;  and  that, 
in  the  Event,  the  public  Tranquillity  will  be  re- 
ftored  on  folid  and  durable  Foundations. 
•*  We  are  further  commanded  to  acquaint  you,  that 
his  Majefty  has  taken  the  moft  effectual  Care  to 
augment  the  combined  Army  in  Germany ;  and,  at 
the  fame  Time,  to  keep  up  fuch  a  Force  at  home, 
as  may  fruftrate  any  Attempts  of  the  Enemy  to  in- 
vade thefe  Kingdoms,  which  have  hitherto  ended 
only  in  their  own  Confufion. 

"  The  royal  Navy  was  never  in  a  more  ilouriming 
and  refpectable  Condition  ;  and  the  fignal  Victory 
obtained  laft  Winter  over  the  French  Fleet,  on  their 
own  Coafts,  as  it  has  added  Luftre  to  his  Majefty' s 
Arms,  has  given  frefh  Spirit  to  his  maritime  Forces, 
and  reduced  the  naval  Strength  of  France  to  a  very- 
low  Ebb. 

"  His  Majefty  has  difpofed  his  Squadrons  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  as  may  beft  conduce  to  the  Annoyance  of 
his  Enemies  ;  to  the  Defence  of  his  own  Domini- 
ons both  in  Europe  and  America;  and  to  the  pre- 
ferving  and  purfuing  his  Conquefts,  as  well  as  to 
the  Protection  of  the  Trade  of  his  Subjects,  which 
he  has  extremely  at  Heart," 

5  ?  Gen- 
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"  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

Anno  i76o.  "  Nothing  could  relieve  his  Majefty's  Royal  Mind^ 
"  under  the  Anxiety  which  he  feels  for  the  Burdens 
"  of  his  faithful  Subjects,  but  the  public-fpirited 
"  Chearfulnefs  with  which  you  have  granted  him  fuch 
<c  large  Supplies,  and  his  Conviction,  that  they  are 
"  neceflary  for  the  Security  and  eflential  Interefts  of 
"  his  Kingdoms.  The  King  has  enjoined  us  to  re- 
46  turn  you  his  hearty  Thanks  for  them ;  and  to  af- 
"  fure  you  of  their  due  Application  to  the  Purpofes 
<c  for  which  they  have  been  given*" 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"  We  have  nothing  further  in  Command  from  his 
<c  Majefty,  but  to  recommend  to  you  the  Continu- 
«'  ance  and  Improvement  of  that  "Union  and  good 
«  Harmony,  which  he  has  obferved  with  fo  much 
<c  Pleafure,  and  from  which  he  has  derived  fuch  im- 
<c  portant  Effects.  Make  it  your  Study  to  promote 
CG  thofe  defirable  Objects  ;  to  fupport  the  King's  Go- 
"  vernment,  and  the  good  Order  of  your  refpeclive 
*c  Countries  ;  and  to  confult  your  own  real  Happinefs 
"  and  Profperity.  This  Behaviour,  his  Majefty  gra- 
«<  cioufly  affures  you,  will  be  the  molt  acceptable 
«6  Demonftration  of  your  Duty  to  him." 

On  the  25th  of  OSiober^  1760,  his  Majefty  died. 
And  his  preient  Majefty  George  III.  immediately  af- 
cended  the  Throne. 

The  Parliament  having  only  one  more  Seffion  to  fit, 
and  the  Seafon  being  inconvenient  for  a  new  Election, 
it  was  refolved  to  continue  the  prefent  Parliament  to 
the  Period  of  its  natural  Extinction.  The  material 
Tranfactions  of  this  laft  Seflion  we  have  added  to  this 
Work  by  Way  of  Appendix. 
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Hiftory   and  Proceedings 

O  F    T  H  E 

SEVENTH    SESSION 

O  F    T  H  E 
Eleventh   Parliament   of    Great-Britain* 

On  the  i%th  of  November,  1760,  the  Parliament  met  at 
Weftminfter,  when  his  prefent  Majejly,  George  III. 
went  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  opened  the  Sejfion  with 
the  following  Speech, 

«  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

«  r  I  \HE  juft  Concern  which  I  have  felt  in  my  Anno  1  g 

cc     J_     own    Breaft,    on  the  fudden  Death  of  the  t| 

<c  late  King,  my  Royal  Grandfather,   makes  me  not 

<c  doubt,   but  that  you  muft  ail  have  been  deeply  af- 

c*  fedted  with  fo  fevere  a  Lofs.     The  prefent  critical 

€i  and  difficult  Conjuncture  has  made  this  Lofs  the 

**  more  fenfible,  as  he  was  the  great  Support  of  that 

ff<  Syftem,  by  which  alone  the  Liberties  of  Europe^ 

**  and  the  Weight  and  Influence  of  thefe  Kingdoms 

*c  can  be  preferved ;  and  gave  Life  to  Meafures,  con- 

<c  ducive  to  thofe  important  Ends. 

"  I  need    not   tell  you   the  Addition  of  Weight 
a  which  immediately  falls  upon  me,  in  being  called 
2  «  to. 
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Anno  i76o.  "  t0  the  Government  of  this  free  and  powerful  Coun- 
try at  fuch  a  Time,  and  under  fuch  Circumftances. 
44  My  Confolation  is  in  the  Uprightnefs  of  my  own 
44  Intentions,  your  faithful  and  united  Ailiftance, 
44  and  the  Blefling  of  Heaven  upon  our  joint  Endea- 
44  vours,  which  I  devoutly  implore. 

44  Born  and  educated  in  this  Country,  I  glory  in 
44  the  Name  of  Briton ;  and  the  peculiar  Happinefs 
44  of  my  Life  will  ever  coniift  in  promoting  the  Wei- 
44  fare  of  a  People,  whofe  Loyalty  and  warm  Affec- 
44  tion  to  me  I  confider  as  the  greater!  and  moft  per- 
44  manent  Security  of  my  Throne  ;  and  I  doubt  not, 
44  but  their  Steadinefs  in  thofe  Principles  will  equal 
44  the  Firmnefs  of  my  invariable  Refolution  to  ad- 
44  here  to,  and  ftrengthen,  this  excellent  Conftitution 
44  in  Church  and  State  j  and  to  maintain  the  Tolera- 
44  tion  inviolable.  The  civil  and  religious  Rights  of 
44  my  loving  Subjects  are  equally  dear  to  me  with  the 
44  moft  valuable  Prerogatives  of  my  Crown:  And, 
44  as  the  fureft  Foundation  of  the  whole,  and  the  beft 
44  Means  to  draw  down  the  Qivine  Favour  on  my 
44  Reign,  it  is  my  fixed  Purpofe  to  countenance 
44  and  encourage  the  Practice  of  true  Religion  and 
44  Virtue. 

44  I  reflect,  with  Pleafure,  on  the  Success  with 
4<  which  the  Britijh  Arms  have  been  profpered  this 
44  laft  Summer.  The  total  Reduction  of  the*vaft 
44  Province  of  Canada^  with  the  City  of  Montreal, 
44  is  of  the  moft  interesting  Confeque«ce,  and  muft 
44  be  as  heavy  a  Blow  to  my  Enemies,  as  it  is  a  Con- 
44  queft  glorious  to  us  ;  the  more  glorious,  becaufe 
44  effected  almoft  without  EiFufion  of  Blood,  and  with 
44  that  Humanity,  which  makes  an  amiable  Part  of 
44  the  Character  of  this  Nation. 

44  Our  Advantages  gained  in  the  Eaft- Indies  have 
44  been  fignal ;  and  muft  greatly  diminifh  the  Strength 
44  and  Trade  of  France  in  thofe  Parts,  as  well  as  pro- 
44  cure  the  moft  folid  Benefits  to  the  Commerce  and 
44  Wealth  of  my  Subjects. 

44  In  Germany ,  where  the  whole  French  Force  has  been 
44  employed,  the  combined  Army,  under  the  wife 
44  and  able  Conduct  of  my  General,  Prince  Ferdinand 
44  of  Brunfwick,   has   not  only  ftopt  their  Progrefs, 
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u  but  has   gained  Advantages   over  thenij  notwith-   Arifto  1760. 
**  ftanding  their  boafted   Superiority,   and   their  not 
**  having  hitherto  come  to  a  general  Engagement. 

"  My  good  Brother  and  Ally,  the  King  of  Prujfiay 
u  although  furrounded  with  numerous  Armies  of  Ene- 
"  mies,  has,  with  a  Magnanimity  and  Perfeverance 
**  almoft  beyond  Example,  not  only  withftcod  their 
*'  various  Attacks,  but  has  obtained  confiderable  Vic- 
"  tories  over  them. 

"  Of  thefe  Events  I  fhall  fay  no  more  at  this  Time, 
*'  becaufe  the  Nature  of  the  War  in  thofe  Parts  has 
«*  kept  the  Campaign  there  Hill  depending. 

"  As  my  Navy  is  the  principal  Article  of  our  naval 
<c  Strength,  it  gives  me  much  Satisfaction  to  receive 
€c  it  in  fuch  good  Condition  3  whilfl  the  Fleet  of 
*c  France  is  weakened  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  the  fmall 
*c  Remains  of  it  have  continued  blocked  up  by  my 
<c  Ships  in  their  own  Ports ;  at  the  fame  Time  the 
iC  French  Trade  is  reduced  to  the  loweft  Ebb ;  and 
**  with  Joy  of  Heart  I  fee  the  Commerce  of  myKing- 
"  doms,  that  great  Source  of  Riches,  and  fixed  Ob- 
<c  ject  of  my  never-failing  Care  and  Protection,  flou- 
**  riming  to  an  Extent  unknown  in  any  former  War* 

"  The  Valour  and  Intrepidity  of  my  Officers  and 
*c  Forces,  both  at  Sea  and  Land,  have  been  diftin- 
<c  guifhed  fo  much  to  the  Glory  of  this  Nation,  that 
*c  I  mould  be  wanting  in  Juftice  to  them,  if  I  did  not 
%t  acknowledge  it.  This  is  a  Merit  which  I  mall  con- 
"  ftantly  encourage  and  reward  ;  and  I  take  this  Oc- 
*c  cafion  to  declare,  that  the  zealous  and  ufeful  Service 
*<  of  the  Militia,  in  the  prefent  arduous  Conjuncture, 
<c  is  very  acceptable  to  me. 

'*  In  this  State  I  have  found  Things  at  my  Accef- 
cc  fion  to  the  Throne  of  my  Anceftorsj  happy  in 
"  viewing  the  profperous  Part  of  it;  happier  ftill 
"  mould  I  have  been,  had  I  found  my  Kingdoms, 
iC  whofe  true  Intereft  I  have  entirely  at  Heart,  in  full 
**  Peace:  But,  fince  the  Ambition,  injurious  En- 
"  croachment,  and  dangerous  Defigns  of  my  Ene- 
*c  mies,  rendered  the  War  both  juft  and  necefTary,  and 
**  the  generous  Overture,  made  laft.  Winter,  towards 
**  a  Congrefs  for  a  Pacification,  has  not  yet  produced 
U  any  fuitable  Return,  I  am  determined,  with  your 

Vol.  V.  S  "  chear- 


C   258   3 

Anno  1760.  "  chearful  and  powerful  AfTiftance,  to  profecute  this 
War  with  Vigour,  in  order  to  that  defirable  Object, 
"  a  fafe  and  honourable  Peace.  For  this  Purpofe,  it 
*5  is  abfolutely  incumbent  upon  us  to  be  early  pre- 
"  pared  ;  and  I  rely  upon  your  Zeal  and  hearty  Con- 
<c  currence  to  fupport  the  King  of  Pru/Jia,  and  the 
"  raft  of  my  Allies,  and  to  make  ample  Provifion  for 
*e  carrying  on  the  War,  as  the  only  Means  to  bring 
iQ  our  Enemies  to  equitable  Terms  of  Accommoda- 
«  tion." 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

iC  The  greateft  Uneafinefs  which  I  feel  at  this 
iC  Time,  is  in  confidering  the  uncommon  Burdens, 
w  neceflarily  brought  upon  my  faithful  Subjects.  I 
*€  defireonly  fuch  Supplies  as  mall  berequifite  to  pro- 
u  fecute  the  War  with  Advantage ;  be  adequate  to 
"  the  neceflary  Services ;  and  that  they  may  be  pro- 
«  vided  for  in  the  moft  fure  and  effectual  Manner* 
"  You  may  depend  upon  the  faithful  and  punctual 
sc  Application  of  what  fhall  be  granted.  I  have  or- 
<c  dered  the  proper  Eftimates  for  the  enfuing  Year  to 
"  be  laid  before  you ;  and  alfo  an  Account  of  the  ex- 
"  traordinary  Expences,  which  from  the  Nature  of 
"  the  different,  and  remote  Operations,  have  been 
"  unavoidably  incurred. 

"  It  is  with  peculiar  Reluctance  that  I  am  obliged, 
<c  at  fuch  a  Time,  to  mention  any  thing  which  per- 
"  fonally  regards  myfelf.  But,  as  the  Grant  of  the 
*<  greateft  Part  of  the  Civil  Lift  Revenues  is  now  dc- 
"  termined,  I  truft  in  your  Duty  and  Affection  to  me, 
<c  to  make  the  proper  Provifion  for  fupporting  my 
"  Civil  Government  with  Honour  and  Dignity.  On 
"  my  Part,  you  may  be  aifured  of  a  regular  and  be- 
"  coming  OEconomy." 

u  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"  The  Eyes  of  all  Europe  are  upon  you.  From 
cc  your  Refolutions  the  Proteftant  Intereft  hopes  for 
"  Protection,  as  well  as  all  our  Friends  for  the  Pre- 
w  fervation  of  their  Independency ;  and  our  Enemies 
<c  fear  the  final  Difappointmentof  their  ambitious  and 
"  deftructive  Views.     Let  thefe  Hopes  and  Fears  be 
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«  confirmed  and  augmented  by  the  Vigour,  Uriani-  Anfl0  I7g0, 
*f  mity,  and  Difpatch  of  our  Proceedings. 

'"  In  this  Expectation  I  am  the  more  encouraged, 
"  by  a  pleafing  Gircumftance,  which  I  look  upon  as 
H  one  of  the  moft  aufpicious  Omens  of  my  Reign, 
*-c  That  happy  Extinction  of  Divifions,  and  that 
<c  Union  and  good  Harmony  which  continue  to  pre- 
<c  vail  amongft  my  Subjects,  afford  me  the  moft  agree? 
"  able  Profpecl:.  The  natural  Difpofition  and  Wifh 
H  of  my  Heart,  are  to  cement  and  promote  them  5  and 
"  I  promife  myfelf  that  nothing  will  arife  on  your 
**  Part  to  interrupt  or  difturb  a  Situation  fo  effential 
«*  to  the  true  andlafting  Felicity  of  this  great  People." 

The  Commons  uhanimoufly  agreed  to  the  following 
Addrefs. 

The  humble  ADDRESS  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
to  the  KING; 

<c  Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

"  ^UI7"E  y°ur  MaJefty?s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
"  VV  Subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great- Britain 
"  in  Parliament  aflembled,  approach  your  Royal  Pre- 
*«  fence,  to  exprefs  the  deepeft  Senfe  of  the  great  and 
"  fevere  Lofs  which  your  Majefty,  and  thefe  King- 
*#  doms,  have  fuftained  by  the  Death  of  your  Ma- 
*J  jefty's  Royal  Grandfather,  our  late  moft  excellent 
<c  Sovereign  ;  the  Memory  of  whofe  juft  and  profpe- 
"  rous  Reign  will  be  held  in  Reverence  by  the  lateft 
*i  Pofterity. 

Sf  We  beg  Leave  to  congratulate  your  Majefty  on 
ct  your  happy  Acceffion  to  the  Throne,  the  only  Con- 
"  fideration  that  can  alleviate  our  Grief  for  fuch  a 
"  Lofs.  The  Knowledge  of  your  Majefty's  Royal 
"  Virtues,  Wifdom,  and  Firmnefs,  opens  to  your 
*f  faithful  Subjects  the  faireft  Profpect  for  their  future 
"  Happinefs  at  home,  and  for  the  Continuance  of  that 
M  Weight  and  Influence  of  your  Majefty's  Crown 
•*  abroad,  fo  efTentially  neceffary,  in  this  arduous  and 
"  critical  Conjuncture,  for  the  Prefervation  of  that 
<*  Syftem,  upon-  which  the  Liberties  of  Europe  de<- 
"  pend. 
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"  Wc  return  your  Majefty  our  humble  Thanks  fof 
**  your  moft  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne ;  ancf 
"  acknowledge,  with  the  livelieft  Sentiments  of  Duty, 
"  Gratitude,  and  Exultation  of  Mind,  thofe  moft 
*'  affedting  and  animating  Words  of  our  moft  gracious 
**  Sovereign,  That,  Born  and  Educated  in  thisCoun- 
*",  try,  he  glories  in  the  Name  of  Briton.  And  we 
**  oner  to  your  Majefty  the  full  Tribute  of  our  Hearts, 
**  for  the  warm  ExprefHons  of  your  truly  royal  and 
**  tender  AfFedtion  towards  your  People.  We  vene- 
"  rate,  and  confide  in,,  thofe  facred  AfTurances  of 
"  your  Majefty's  firm  and  invariable  Refolution,  to 
*'  adhere  to,  and  ftrengthen,  this  excellent  Conftitu- 
**  tion  in  Church  and  State  5  to  maintain  the  Tolera- 
<c  tion  inviolate ;  and  to  protect  your  faithful  Subjects 
"  in  that  greateft  of  human  Bleffings,  the  fecure-En- 
"  joyment  of  their  civil  and  religious  Rights. 

"  Permit  us  to  congratulate  your  Majefty  on  the 
<c  various  Succefles,  which,  under  the  Protection  of 
c*  God,  have  attended  the  Britijh  Arms,  during  the 
"  laft  Summer  ;  particularly  in  the  Reduction  of  the 
"  City  of  Montreal,  and  the  entire  Province  of  Ca- 
"  nada ;  a  Conqueft  equally  important  and  glorious, 
*c  atchieved  with  Intrepidity,  and  clofed  with  Hurna- 
**  nity,  the  genuine  Attributes  of  that  Britijh  Spirit, 
**  under  the  benign  Aufpices  of  your  Majefty,  will, 
fc  we  truft,  continue,  by  the  Divine  Affiftance,  to 
'£  give  additional  Luftre  to  the  Arms  of  Great-Britain. 

"  This  valuable  and  extenfive  Acquifition,  joined 
<c  to  the  fignal  Advantages  gained  in  the  Eaji-Indies ; 
<c  the  flourifhing  State  of  our  Commerce  ;  the  refpec- 
*<  table  Condition  of  your  Majefty's  Navy,  by  which 
"  the  Remains  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet  continue  blocked 
**  up  in  their  Harbours,  whilft  their  Trade  is  almoft 
cc  annihilated ;  are  Confiderations  which  fill  our 
"  Hearts  with  the  moft  pleafing  Hopes^  that  your 
**  Majefty  will  be  thereby  enabled  to  profecute  this 
'!  juft  and  necefiary  War,  to  that  great  and  defirable 
"  Object  of  eftablifhing,  in  Conjunction  with  your 
*c  Allies,  a  fafe,  honourable,  and  lafting  Peace. 

"  We  fee,  with  the  greateft  Pleafure,  that  the 
"  Progrefs  of  the  French  Armies  in  Germany  not- 
*?  withstanding   their  Superiority  of  Numbers,   has 
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<*  been  ftopt,  and,  to  the  Honour  of  your  Majefty's    Ahft°  ■»**> 
44  Arms,  their  Attempts  hitherto  baffled,  by  the  wife  " 
44  and  able  Conduct:  of  his  ferene  Highnefs  Prince 
44  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick. 

M  When  we  confider  the  ftupendous  Efforts,  made, 
44  in  every  Campaign,  by  your  Majefty's  great  AJly, 
44  the  King  of  Prtijfta^  the  Defeat  of  the  Auftriam  in 
44  Silefay  and  that  recent  and  glorious  Victory  ob- 
44  tained  over  the  Army  commanded  by  Marfhal  Dauny 
44  we  cannot  fufficiently  admire  the  invincible  Con- 
44  ftancy  of  Mind,  and  inexhauftible  Refources  of 
44  Genius,  difplayed  by  that  magnanimous  Monarch, 
44  to  whom  the  moft  dangerous  and  difficult  Situations 
44  have  only  adminiftred  frefh  Occaflons  for  Glory. 

44  Our  moft  dutiful  Acknowlegements  are  due  to 
cc  your  Majefty  for  the  Mention  which  you  have  fo 
44  gracioufly  made  of  the  diftinguifhed  Valour  and 
44  Intrepidity  of  your  Officers  and  Forces  at  Sea  and 
44  Land,  and  for  the  Declaration  of  your  Majefty's 
44  conftant  Refolution  to  encourage  and  reward  fuch 
44  Merit ;  and  we  return  our  moft  humble  Thanks  to 
44  your  Majefty  for  your  favourable  Acceptance  of  the 
44  zealous  and  ufeful  Service  of  the  Militia,  in  the 
*4  prtfent  arduous  Conjuncture. 

44  We  afTure  your  Majefty,  that  your  faithful  Com- 
44  mons,  thoroughly  fenfible  of  this  important  Crifis, 
44  and  defirous,  with  the  Divine  Affiftance,  to  render 
44  your  Majefty's  Reign  fuccefsful  and  glorious  in 
44  War,  happy  and  honourable  in  Peace  (the  natural 
44  Return  of  a  grateful  People  to  a  gracious  and  affec- 
44  donate  Sovereign)  will  concur  in  fuch  Meafures  as 
44  mall  be  reqiiifite  for  the  vigorous  and  effectual  Pro- 
44  fecution  of  the  War ;  and  that  we  will  chearfully 
44  and  fpeedily  grant  fuch  Supplies  as  ftiall  be  found 
44  neceffary  for  that  Purpofe,  and  for  the  Support  of 
44  the  King  of  PruJJia,  and  the  reft  of  your  Majefty's 
44  Allies ;  firmly  relying  on  your  Majefty's  Wifdom, 
44  Goodnefs,  and  Juftice,  that  they  will  be  applied 
44  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  will  moft  effectually  anfwer 
44  the  Ends  for  which  they  are  granted,  and  with  the 
44  umoft  CEconomy  that  the  Nature  of  fuch  great  and 
44  extenfive  Operations  will  allow ;  and  that  we  will 
44  make  fuch  an  adequate  Provifi on  for  vour  Majefty's 
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Anno  1760.    "  Civil  Government,  as  may  be  fufficient  to  maintain 
the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  your  Crown,  with  all 
€C  proper  and  becoming  Luftre. 

f?  Your  Majefty's  faithful  Commons  approach  your 
"  royal  Perfon  with  Hearts  penetrated  by  the  warmeft 
€c  and  livelier!:  Senfe  of  your  unbounded  Tendernefs 
*c  and  Concern  for  the  Welfare  of  your  People  ;  and 
"  rejoicing  at  the  high  Satisfaction  yourMajefty  takes 
"  in  the  Union  which  fo  univerfally  prevails  through- 
"  out  your  Kingdoms  :  A  deep  Senfe  of  that  national 
"  Strength  and  Profperity  vifibly  derived  from  this 
ic  falutary  Source,  and,  above  all,  your  Majefty's 
"  Approbation  of  that  happy  Union,  and  the  natural 
**  Difpofition  and  Wifh  of  your  royal  Heart  to  cement 
"  and  promote  it;  are  the  ftrongeft  Incentives  to 
ss  Concord,  and  the  fureft  Pledge  of  its  Duration. 
*c  The  rtxt  Refolution,  which  your  Majefty  has  de- 
i-  clared,  to  countenance  and  encourage  the  Practice 
<c  of  true  Religion  and  Virtue,  will,  we  doubt  not? 
*c  prove  the  beft  Means  of  drawing  down  the  Favour 
*c  of  God  upon  a  dutiful  and  united  Nation  :  And 
<c  we  fhall  never  ceafe  devoutly  to  offer  up  our  ardent 
£c  Vows  to  the  Divine  Providence,  that,  as  a  Recom- 
44  pence  for  thefe  royal  Virtues,  your  Majefty  may 
i4  reign  in  the  Hearts  of  a  free  and  happy  People,  and 
*'  that  they,  excited  by  your  Majefty's  benevolent 
"  Care  to  difcharge  your  royal  Function,  and  ani- 
i6  mated  by  Gratitude  for  the  Enjoyment  of  fo  many 
*'  Bleflings,  may  make  the  due  Return,  by  a  conftant 
*J  Obedience  to  your  Laws,  and  by  the  moft  fteady 
"  Attachment  and  Loyalty  to  your  Perfon  and  Go« 
^  verment." 

His  MAJESTY'S  ANSWER. 

"  Gentlemen, 
«  T  Return  you  my  cordial  Thanks  for  this  moft  du- 
«  X  Xl^  anc*  affectionate  Addrefs,  and  for  your 
"  warm  Expreffions  of  Fidelity  to  my  Perfon,  and 
"  Attention  to  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  my  Crown. 
"  The  unanimous  Affurances  that  you  will  make 
cc  effectual  and  fpeedy  Provifion  for  the  vigorous  Pro- 
<<  fecution  of  the  War,  and   for  the  Support  of  my 
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cc  Allies,  yield  me  the  trueft  Satisfaction,  and  will, 
"  I  truft,  prove  the  happy  Means  of  reducing  the 
™  Enemy  to  the  Terms  of  a  juft  and  honourable 
"  Peace.  With  fuch  Zeal  and  Harmony  among  my 
"  People,  I  have  only  to  implore  the  Continuance  of 
"  the  Divine  BlefTings  on  their  generous  Efforts,  and 
"  on  my  ardent  Endeavours  for  the  permanent  Feli- 
"  city  of  my  loving  Subjects." 

The  Commons,  not  content  with  ..this  Manifesta- 
tion of  their  Love  and  Attachment,  agreed  to  a  feeond 
Addrefs  of  Thanks  for  the  gracious  Manner  in  which 
the  flrft  had  been  received  by  his  Majefty.  Even 
before  they  had  eftablifhed  the  Orders  and  Refolutions 
renewed  at  the  Beginning  of  every  Seffion,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  take  this  Anfwer  into  Confideration. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  c  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  by  his  Majefty's  Command,  acquainted 
the  Houfe,  that  his  Majefty,  ever  defirous  of  giving 
the  moft  fubftantial  Proofs  of  his  tender  Regard  to 
the  Welfare  of  his  People,  is  pleafed  to  figni fy  his 
Confent,  that,  whenever  this  Houfe  fhall  enter  upon 
the  Confideration  of  making  Provifion  for  the  Sup- 
port of  his  Houfhold,  and  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of 
his  Crown,  fuch  Difpofition  may  be  made  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's Intereft  in  the  hereditary  Revenues  of  the 
Crown,  as  may  beft  conduce  to  the  Utility  and  Satis- 
faction of  the  Public'  In  Confequence  of  which* 
the  Houfe  came  to  a  Refolution,  on  the  27th,  that 
the  faid  Revenues  *  be  carried  to,  and  made  Part  of 
the  aggregate  Fund ;  and  that,  in  Lieu  thereof,  there 
fhall  be  granted  to  his  Majefty  fuch  a  Revenue  as  fhall 
amount  to  the  clear  yearly  Sum  of  8oo,coo/.  to  com- 
mence from  the  Demife  of  his  late  Majefty,  payable 
out  of  the  faid  aggregate  Fund.' 

And,  on  the  26th,  it  was  further  refolved,  c  That 
an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that 
he  would  be  graciously  pleafed  to  order  an  Account  to 
be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  of  the  clear  Produce,  in 
every  Year,  of  the  feveral  Branches  of  the  Revenue, 
appropriated  for  the  Payment  of  the  Civil  Lift,  during 
his  late  Majefty's  Life ;  and  of  the  feveral  Sums 
granted  to  make  good  Deficiencies :'   Which  Account 
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was  accordingly  made  up,  and  delivered  into  ParKa*. 
ment ;  the  whole  Amount  of  which,  for  thirty-three 
Years,  amounted  to  26,182,981/. 

On  the  3d  of  March)  after  paffing  the  Bills  that 
were  then  ready  for  the  Royal  Aflent,    his  Majefty 
made  the   following   molt  gracious   Speech  to  botlT 
Houfes : 

*c  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

*e  TTPON  granting  new  Commiilions  to  the- 
<*.  \J  Judges,  the  prefent  State  of  their  Offices 
*'  fell  naturally  under  Confideration. 

'*  In  Confequence  of  the  A£t  pafled  in  the  Reign 
"  of  my  late  glorious  Predeceffor  King  William  III. 
"  for  fettling  the  Succeflion  of  the  Crown  in  my 
"  Family,  their  Commiffions  have  been  made  during 
<c  their  good  Behaviour;  but,  notwithstanding  that 
*c  wife  Provifion,  their  Offices  have  determined  upon 
*c  the  Deniife  of  the  Crown,  or  at  the  Expiration  of 
*c  fix  Months  afterwards,  in  every  Inflance  of  that 
*6  Nature  which  has  happened. 

"  I  look  upon  the  Independency  and  Uprightnefs 
*s  of  the  Judges  of  the  Land,  as  eflential  to  the  im-> 
"  partial  Adminiflration  of  Juftice ;  as  one  of  the 
cc  beft  Securities  to  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  my 
cc  loving  Subjects  ;  and  as  moil  conducive  to  the  Ho- 
"  nour  of  the  Crown  ;  and  I  come  now  to  recorn< 
*s  mend  this  intereflmg  Object,  to  the  Confideration 
"  of  Parliament,  in  order  that  fuch  farther  Provifion 
*c  may  be  made  for  fecuring  the  Judges  in  the  Enjoy- 
*'  ment  of  their  Offices,  during  their  good  Beha- 
fc  viour,  notwithftanding  any  fuch  Demife,  as  fhall 
*6  be  mpft  expedient," 

^  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

€e  I  mull  defire  of  you,  in  particular,  that  I  may 
*4  be  enabled  to  grant,  and  eftahlifh,  upon  the  Judges, 
*'  fuch  Salaries  as  I  {hall  think  proper,  fo  as  to  be 
•*  abfolutely  fecured  to  them,  during  the  Continuance 
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cc  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
<c  I  have  nothing  to  add,  but  my  Thanks  for  the 
<c  great  Unanimity  and  Application  with  which  you 
*c  have  hitherto  carried  on  the  public  Bufinefs  j  and 
C6  to  defire  you  to  proceed  with  the  fame  good  Difpo- 
*c  fition,  and  with  fuch  Difpatch,  that  this  S«fJioa 
*c  may  be  foon  brought  to  a  happy  Conclufion." 

The  Commons  refolved,  nemine  contradicente. 

That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty, 
to  return  his  Majefty  the  moft  humble  Thanks  of  this 
Houfe,  for  his  moft  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne. 

To  exprefs  the  grateful  Senfe,  which  this  Houfe 
has  of  his  Majefty's  Attention  to  an  Object  fo  inte- 
refting  to  his  People  as  the  impartial  Adminiftration 
of  Juftice,  and  the  Integrity  and  Independency  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Land ;  and  to  afTure  his  Majefty,  that 
his  faithful  Commons  fee,  with  Joy  and  V  eneration, 
the  warm  Regard  and  Concern,  which  animate  his 
royal  Breaft,  for  the  Security,  Laws,  Liberties,  and 
Properties,  of  his  Subjects ;  and  that  this  Houfe  will 
immediately  proceed  upon  the  important  Work,  re- 
commended by  his  Majefty  with  fuch  tender  Care  of 
his  People  j  and  will  enable  his  Majefty  to  eftablifh 
the  Salaries  of  Judges,  in  fo  permanent  a  Manner, 
that  the  fame  may  be  enjoyed,  during  the  Continuance 
of  their  Commiffions. 

To  return  his  Majefty  the  fincere  Acknowledge- 
ments of  this  Houfe,  for  his  gracious  Acceptance  of 
the  Services  of  his  faithful  Commons,  and  to  afTure 
his  Majefty,  that  they  will  proceed  with  Unanimity 
and  Difpatch  to  finifh  the  remaining  Bufinefs  of  this 
parliament. 

On  the  4th  of  March  this  Addrefs  was  prefented,  to 
which  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  give  this  moft  gra- 
cious Anfwer : 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

"  T  Thank  you  for  this  dutiful  and  unanimous  Ad- 
"  1^  drefs.  The  Senfe  you  exprefs  of  my  fincere 
*'  Intention  to  do  what  is  for  the  Good  of  my  People^ 
**  gives  me  the  higheft  Satisfaction," 

In 
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Anno  *76o.       In  Confequence  of  thefe  Proceedings,  on  the  5th 
'  the  Houfe  came  to  the  following  Refolutions,  nemine 
contradicente,  viz. 

That  PrOvifion  be  made  for  continuing  the  Com- 
miffions  of  Judges,  notwithstanding  the  Demife  of  his 
Majefty,  or  of  any  of  his  Heirs  and  Succeflbrs., 

That  his  Majefty  be  enabled  to  grant,  and  eftablifli, 
the  Salaries  of  J  udges,  in  fuch  Manner,  as  to  be  ab- 
folutely  fecured  to  them  during  the  Continuance  of 
their  Commiffions. 

And,  That  fuch  Part  of  the  Salaries  of  Judges,  as 
is  now  payable  out  of  the  yearly  Rent,  or  Sum,  grant- 
ed for  the  Support  of  his  Majefty's  Houfehold,  and  of 
the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  the  Crown,  be,  from, 
and  after,  the  Demife  of  his  prefent  Majefty  (whom 
God  long  preferve)  charged  upon,  and  payable  out  of, 
all,  or  any,  fuch  Duties,  or  Revenues,  granted  for 
the  Ufes  of  his  Majefty's  Civil  Government,  as  mail 
fubfift  after  the  Demife  of  his  Majefty,  or  of  any  of 
his  Heirs  and  SuccefTors ;  and  a  Bill  purfuant  to  thefe 
"Refolutions  was  ordered  to  be  prepared  immediately. 

The  Supplies  granted  this  Sefiion  exceeded  thofe  of 
any  former  Period  ;  they  amounted  to  nineteen  Milli- 
ons, fix  hundred  fixteen  Thoufand,  one  hundred  and 
nineteen  Pounds. 

On  the  18th  of  March,  1761,  it  was  refolved,  nem. 
con.  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Mr. 
Speaker,  for  his  conftant  and  unwearied  Attendance  in 
the  Chair,  during  the  Courfe  of  above  thirty-three 
Years,  in  five  fucceffive  Parliaments  ;  for  the  unfhaken 
Integrity  and  fteady  Impartiality  of  his  Conduct  there 5 
and  for  the  indefatigable  Pains  he  has,  with  uncom- 
mon Abilities,  conftantly  taken  to  promote  the  real 
Intereft  of  his  King  and  Country,  to  maintain  *}he 
Honour. and  Dignity  of  Parliament,  and  to  prefe^e 
inviolable  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  Commons 
of  Great -Britain. 

Upon  which  Mr.  Speaker  faid, 

*  I  was  never  under  fo  great  a  Difficulty  in  my  Life 
to  know  what  to  fay  in  this  Place,  as  I  am  at  prefent— 
Indeed  it  is  almoft  too  much  for  me-— I  can  ftand 
■againfr  Misfortunes  and  DiftrefTes  :  I  have  flood  againft 
!    1  fortunes  and  Diilrefies  ;  and  may  do  fo  again ;  but 

I  am 
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I  am  not  able  to  ftand  this  Overflow  of  Good-will  and  Anno  1760. 
Honour  to  me.  It  overpowers  me  ;  and  had  I  all  the 
Strength  of  Language,  I  could  never  exprefs  the  full 
Sentiments  of  my  Heart,  upon  this  Occafion,  of 
Thanks  and  Gratitude.  If  I  have  been  happy  enough 
to  perform  any  Services  here,  that  are  acceptable  to 
the  Houfe,  I  am  fure  I  now  receive  the  noblefl  Reward 
for  them  ;  the  nobleft  that  any  Man  can  receive  for 
any  Merit*  far  fuperior,  in  my  Estimation,  to  all  the 
other  Emoluments  of  this  World.  I  owe  every  thing 
to  this  Houfe ;  I  not  only  owe  to  this  Houfe,  that  I 
am  in  this  Place,  but  that  I  have  had  their  conflant 
Support  in  it ;  and  to  their  Good- will  and  AfTiilance, 
their  Tendernefs  and  Indulgence  towards  me  in  my 
Errors,  it  is,  that  I  have  been  able  to  perform  my 
Duty  here  to  any  Degree  of  Approbation  :  Thanks 
therefore  are  not  fo  much  due  to  me  for  thefe  Services, 
as  to  the  Houfe  itfelf,  who  made  them  to  be  Services 
jn  me. 

'  When  I  began  my  Duty  here,  I  fet  out  with  fc 
Refolution,  and  Promife  to  the  Houfe,  to  be  impar- 
tial in  every  thing,  and  to  fhew  RefpecT:  to.  every  body* 
The  firft  I  know  I  have  done ;  it  is  the  only  Merit  I 
can  aflume :  If  I  have  failed  in  the  other,  it  was  un- 
willingly, it  was  inadvertently ;  and  I  afk  their  Par- 
don, moft  fincerely,  to  whomfoever  it  may  have  hap- 
pened.—I  can  truly  fay,  the  giving  Satisfaction  to  all 
has  been  my  conftant  Aim,  my  Study,  and  my  Pride, 

c  And  now,  Sirs,  I  am  to  take  my  Leave  of  you. 
It  is,  I  confefs,  with  Regret,  becaufe  the  being  within 
thefe  Walls  has  ever  been  the  chief  Pleafure  of  my 
Life :  i3ut  my  advanced  Age  and  Infirmities,  and  fome 
other  Reafons,  call  for  Retirement  and  Obfcurity, 
There  I  mail  fpend  the  Remainder  of  my  Days  ;  and 
(hall  only  have  Power  to  hope  and  to  pray,  and  mv 
Hopes  and  Prayers,  my  daily  Prayer,  will  be,  for  the 
Continuance  of  the  Conititution  in  general,  and  that 
the  Freedom,  the  Dignity,  and  Authority  of  this 
Houfe  may  be  perpetual.' 

On  which  it  was  refolved,  nemine  contradlcente.  That 
the  Thanks  of  the  Houfe  be  given  to  Mr.  Speaker  for 
what  he  has  now  faida     And  alfo,  That  an  humble 
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Anno  1760.  Addrefs  be  prefented,  to  befeech  his  Majefty,  that  he 
will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  confer  fome  flgnal  Mark 
of  his  royal  Favour  upon  the  Right  Hon.  Arthur  On- 
flow >  Efq;  Speaker  of  this  Houfe,  for  his  great  and 
eminent  Services  performed  to  his  Country,  for  the 
Space  of  thirty-three  Years  and  upwards,  during 
which,  he  has,  with  fuch  diftinguiftied  Ability  and  * 
Integrity,  prefided  in  the  Chair  of  this  Houfe  ;  and  to 
allure  his  Majefty,  that  whatever  Expence  his  Majefty 
fhall  think  proper  to  be  incurred  upon  that  Account, 
this  Houfe  will  make  good  the  fame  to  his  Majefty. 

This  Addrefs  being  prefented  the  next  Day,  his 
Majefty  was  pleafed  to  give  the  following  Anfwer  : 

"  That  his  Majefty  has  the  jufteft  Senfe  of  the  long 
«  Services  and  great  Merit  of  Mr.  Onflow^  prefent 
**  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  and  had  al- 
"  ready  taken  the  fame  into  his  Confideration ;  and 
"  that  he  will  do  therein  what  lhall  appear  to  his  Ma- 
"  jefty  to  be  moft  proper,  agreeably  to  the  Defire  of 
*s  his  faithful  Commons." 

Which  Anfwer  being  read,  a  MefTage  from  his' 
Majefty  by  Sir  Henry  Bellenden,  That  the  King  com- 
mands this  Hon.  Houfe  to  attend  his  Majefty  immedi- 
ately in  the  Houfe  of  Peers.  Accordingly,  Mr. 
Speaker,  with  the  Houfe,  went  up  to  attend  his  Ma- 
jefty in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  where  his  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  give  the  Royal  Alfent  to  the  feveral  public 
Bills  that  were  ready,  and  then  put  an  End  to  the 
Semon  by  the  following  moft  gracious  Speech : 

*«  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"  T  Cannot  put  an  End  to  this  Seffion,  without  de- 

44  JL  daring  my  entire  Satisfaction  in  your  Proceed- 

*'  ings  during  the  Courfe  of  it.     The  Zeal  you  have 

*'  (hewn   for  the  Honour  of  my  Crown,  as  well  as 

"  for  my  true  Intereft,  and   that  of  your  Country, 

iC  which  are  ever  the  fame,  is  the  cleareft  Demonftra- 

u  tion  of  that  Duty  and  Affection  to  my  perfon  and 

*'  Government,  of  which  you  fo  unanimoufly  allured 

"  me  at  your  firft  Meeting.     Nothing  could  fo  much 

"  add, 
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**  add  to  the  Pleafure  which  thefe  Confiderations  af-    Anno  1760. 

**  ford  me,  as  that  I  am  now  able  to  acquaint  you 

**  with  the  great  Progrefs  made  of  late  by  the  com- 

"  bined  Army  in  Germany,  under  the  Command  of 

*6  Prince  Ferdinand  of   Brunfwick.      I   formerly   told 

*c  you,  that  the  Nature  of  the  War  in  thofe  Parts, 

*'  had  kept  the  Campaign  there  flill  depending ;  and 

<c  it  now  appears,  to  the  Surprize  of  my  Enemies, 

"  that  the  fuperior  Ability,  and  indefatigable  A&i- 

**  vity  of  my  General,  and  the  Spirit  and  Ardour  of 

"  my  Officers  and  Troops,  have  greatly  profited  of 

"  this  Perfeverance,  notwithstanding  ail  the  Difficult 

**  ties  arifing  from  the  Seafbn. 

**  By  your  Affiftance,  I  have  taken  the  beft  Care  to 
"  recruit  that  Army  in  an  effe&ual  Manner ;  and 
u  have  made  fuch  a  Difpofition  of  my  Fleet,  for  the 
"  next  Summer,  as  may  moft  advantageoufiy  defend 
**  my  Kingdoms,  protect  the  Commerce  of  my  Sub- 
"  je&s,  maintain  and  extend  our  Pofleifions  and  Ac- 
'*  quifitions,  and  annoy  the  Enemy. 

**  As  in  all  my  Meafures  I  have  nothing  in  View 
"  but  the  Security  and  Felicity  of  my  Dominions, 
64  the  Support  of  my  Allies,  and  the  reftoring  the 
"  public  Tranquillity,  I  truft  in  the  Divine  Proyi- 
44  dence  to  give  a  happy  IfiUe  to  our  farther  Opera- 
<*  lions." 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

4<  I  cannot  fufficiently  thank  you  for  your  Unam- 
44  mity  and  Difpatch,  in  providing  for  the  Expences 
"  of  my  Civil  Government,  and  the  Honour  and 
u  Dignity  of  the  Crown :  And  I  think  myfelf  as 
**  much  obliged,  to  you  for  the  prudent  Ufe  which,  in 

44  framing  that  Provifion,  you  have  made  of  my  Con- 

45  fent  to  leave  my  own  hereditary  Revenues  to  fuch 
*'  Difpofition  of  Parliament  as  might  beft  conduce  to 
44  the  Utility  and  Satisfaction  of  the  Public,  as  for 
"  what  more  immediately  concerns  myfelf. 

"  In  making  my  Acknowledgements  for  the  large 
"  extenfive  Supplies  which  you  have  granted  me  this 
44  Seffion,  I  am  at  a  Lofs  whether  moll  to  applaud 
44  your  Chearfulnefs  in  giving,  or  your  Wifdom  in 
*c  proportioning  them  to  the  extraordinary  Occafions 

**  of 
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"  of  the  Public,  notwithstanding  thofe  uncommon 
"  Burdens,  which  I  heartily  regret.  No  Care  (hall 
<c  be  wanting  on  my  Part,  to  fee  them  duly  applied  t<t 
"  the  national  Ends  for  which  you  intended  them." 

<c  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"  The  Expiration  of  this  Parliament  now  drawing 
"  very  near,  I  will  forthwith  give  the  neceflary  Or- 
"  ders  for  calling  a  new  one.  But  I  cannot  take  my 
*c  Leave  of  you,  without  returning  my  Thanks  for 
cc  the  many  eminent  Proofs  you  have  given  of  your 
"  Fidelity  and  Affection  to  my  Family  and  Govern- 
V  ment,  and  of  your  Zeal  for  this  happy  and  excel- 
¥  lent  Constitution. 

"During  this  Parliament  the  Flame  of  War  was 
"  kindled  by  the  injurious  Encroachments  and  Ufur- 
"  pations  of  our  Enemies  ;  and  therefore  it  became 
"  juft  and  neceffary  on  our  Part.  In  the  Profecution 
<c  of  it  you  have  given  fuch  Support  to  my  Royal 
"  Grandfather  and  myfelf,  and  fuch  Afliftance  to  our 
<c  Allies,  as  have  manifested  your  public-fpirited  Con- 
u  cern  for  the  Honour  of  the  Nation,  and  the  Main- 
u  tenance  of  its  undoubted  Rights  and  Pofieflions, 
"  and  been  attended  with  glorious  Succefles,  and  great 
u  Acquifitions,  in  various  Parts  of  the  World  ;  par- 
*€  ticularly  the  entire  Reduction  of  Canada ;  a  Con- 
cc  queft  of  the  utmoft  Importance  to  the  Security  of 
"  our  Colonies  in  North  America ^  and  to  the  Exten- 
"  fion  of  the  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  my  Sub- 
tf  je£s. 

"  May  God  Almighty  grant  Continuance  to  thefe 
u  Succefles  !  The  Ufe  which  I  propofe  to  make  of 
"  them  is,  to  fecure  and  promote  the  Welfare  of  my 
"  Kingdoms,  and  to  carry  on  the  War  with  Vigour, 
"  in  order  to  procure  to  them  the  BleiHngs  of  Peace, 
"  on  fafe  and  honourable  Conditions  for  me  and  my 
"  Allies ;  to  which  I  have  been  always  ready  to 
<c  hearken. 

"  Firm  in  thefe  Refolutions,  I  do,  with  entire 
"'  Confidence,  rely  on  the  good  Difpofition  of  my 
"  faithful  Subjects  in  the  Choice  of  their  Reprefen* 
"  tatiyes  -9  and  I  make  no  Doubt  but  they  will  there- 
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u  by  demonftrate  the  Sincerity  'of  thofe  AfTurances   Anno  1760. 
"  which  have  been  fo  cordially  and  univerfally  given 
"  me,  in  the  loyal,  afFectionate,  and  unanimous  Ad- 
«'  dreffes  of  my  People." 

After  which  the  Parliament  was  diffolved. 


A  LIST  of  the  Public  ACTS  pafTed  during  this 
Seffion. 

AN  Act,  For  granting  an  Aid  to  his  Majefty  by 
a  Land-Tax  of  4  s.  in  the  Pound. 

An  Act,  For  continuing  and  granting  Duties  upon 
Malt,  Muni)  Cyder,  and  Ferry. 

An  Act,  For  punijhing  Mutiny  and  Deferiion. 

An  Act,  For  limiting  the  Importation  of  faked  Provi- 
Jions  from  Ireland. 

An  Act,  For  granting  to  his  Majefty  an  additional 
Duty  upon  Jlrong  Beer  and  Ale,  and  for  raiftng  Twelve 
Millions  by  Way  of  Annuities  and  a  Lottery,  to  be  charged 
en  the  faid  Duty  ;  and  for  further  encouraging  the  Ex- 
portation of  flrong  Beer  and  Ale. 

[By  this  Act,  an  additional  Duty  of  31,  per  Barrel, 
on  all  Beer  or  Ale,  above  6  s.  the  Barrel,  brewed  for 
Sale  in  England,  (hall  commence  on  January  24,  1761^ 
A  proportionable  Duty  mall  be  paid  for  every  Barrel 
of  Two-penny  Ale,  brewed  for  Sale  in  Scotland.  Beer 
brewed  before  the  faid  24th  of  January,  if  any  Time 
thereafter  mixed  with  any  frefh  Guile,  or  Brewing, 
fhall  pay  the  additional  Duty.  A  Drawback  of  $s.  a 
Barrel  mall  be  allowed  by  the  Commiflioners  of  Excife 
on  all  Beer  and  Ale  brewed  after  the  faid  24th  of  Ja- 
?zuary,  and  exported  to  foreign  Parts  ;  deducting  3  5.  a 
Ton  for  Charges  of  the  Officers.  Even  a  Bounty  of 
i}.  a  Barrel  fhall  be  paid,  by  the  CommiiHoners  of 
Excife  on  all  ftrong  Beer  and  Ale  exported,  for  which 
Duties  have  been  paid,  brewed  after  the  faid  24th  of 
January,  from  malted  Corn,  when  Barley  is  at  24  $• 
a  Quarter  or  under.] 

An  Act,  For  regulating  his  Majefty*  s  Marine  Forces 
while  on  Shore, 

An 


[   W   3 

Anno  1760*       An  A&,  For  the  better  fecuring  and  encouraging  the 
U    v     t  Trade  of  his  Majefly's  Sugar-Colonies  in  America. 

An  Acl,  To  difeontinue,  for  a  limited  Time,  the  Duties 

payable  on  Tallow  imported  from  Ireland,  Hogs-Lard  and 

Greafe, 
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PARLIAMENTARY  BOOKS, 

Printed  for  J.  Almon,    oppofite  BurUngtonHoufe^    in 

•    '  Piccadilly, 

I.   rf^HE   Debates  and  Proceedings  of  the  BritiJJ) 
f       Houfe  of  Commons,  during  the  Years  1743, 
1744,   1745,  and  1746. 

In  the  Debates  of  this  Period,  are  many  important 
Motions  arifing  from  a  Variety  of  interefting  Events, 
both  domeftic  and  foreign.  Several  material  Changes 
in  the  Adminiftration,  were  the  Confequence  of  thofe 
Debates.  As  the  Attention  of  Parliament  was  occa- 
fionally  employed  upon  a  long  and  expenfive  War  with 
both  France  and  Spain,  and  the  Suppreffion  of  an  un- 
natural and  interline  Rebellion  ;  a  Moment's  Reflec- 
tion will  mew  this  to  have  been  one  of  the  moft  im- 
portant Periods  in  our  Hiftory.  Thefe  Debates  are 
arranged  upon  the  fame  Plan  as  Chandler's  Collection, 
which  is  brought  down  to  the  Year  1742;  to  which 
they  may  be  confidered  as  a  very  proper  Supplement ; 
and,  together  with  the  three  Volumes  fince  publifhed, 
continues,  and  completes  the  Parliamentary  Hiftory  of 
Great-Britain  to  the  Death  of  his  late  Majefty,  George 
the  Second,  in  1760.  In  two  Vols.  Price  10 s.  6d. 
in  Boards,  and  12  s.  bound. 

2.  A  Collection  of  the  Lords  Protefts,  from  the  nrft 
upon  Record,  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  III.  to  the  prefent 
lime,  2  Vols.  8vo.   12s.  bound. 

Although  it  is  prefumed  that  no  Addrefs  to  the  Pub- 
lic will  be  necefiary  to  recommend  this  Work,  becaufe 
it  fufBciently  fpeaks  for  itfelf,  yet  it  may  be  requifite, 
for  the  Reader's  Satisfaction,  to  fhew  in  what  Refpects 
it  differs  from  thofe  which  have  gone  before  it.  The 
firft  Collection  of  Protefts  was  publifhed  in  1735  ;  the 
fecond  in  1743,  and  the  third  in  1747  ;  all  of  them 
beginning  with  the  Year  1641,  and  ending  with  the 
Dates  of  their  refpective  Publications.  The  Collec- 
tion which  is  here  offered  to  the  Public,  afcends  to  the 
firft  upon  Record  in  the  Year  1 242,  and  is  continued 
to  the  End  of  June  1 767,  thereby  including  feveral 
not  made  public  before.  Thofe  of  the  laft  twenty 
years  will,  in  all  Probability,  be  efteemed  the  moft  in- 
terefting,  as  the  Subjects  which  gave  Occafion  to  them 
are  allowed  to  be  of  the  utmoft  Importance.  This 
Work  is  accompanied  with  an  accurate  and  copious 
Index,  which  the  other  Collections  want,     And  to  the 

whole 


BOOKS,  Printed  for  J.  Almon. 
whole  is  fubjoined,  the  fcarce  and  valuable  Tract  of 
St.  Amand,  on  the  Legiflative  Power  of  England: 
Wherein  the  Origin  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
their  antient  Conftitution,  and  the  Changes  that  hap- 
pened in  the  Perfons  that  eompofecj  them,  with  the 
Occafion  thereof,  are  related  in  chronological  Order  ; 
and  many  Things  concerning  the  Englljh  Government ; 
the  Antiquity  of  the  Laws  of  England,  and  the  Feudal 
Law,  are  occafionally  illustrated  and  explained. 

3.  Debates  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland, 
during  the  Years  1763  and  1764.  By  §'\r  James  Cald- 
well, Bart.  To  which  is  added,  An  Enquiry  how  far 
the  Reftrictions  laid  upon  the  Trade  of  Ireland,  by 
Britijh  Acts  of  Parliament,  are  a  Benefit  to  the  Britijh 
Dominions  in  general,  and  to  the  Englijh  in  particular, 
for  whofe  feparate  Advantage  they  were  intended. 
Dedicated,  by  Permiffion,  to  the  Earl  of  Chatham. 
In  2  Vols.  8vo.     Price  12s.  bound. 

tit  As  Ireland  is  become  of  late  Years  much  more 
an  Object  of  public  Attention  than  formerly,  the  Par- 
liamentary Debates  in  that  Kingdom  mull  become  pro- 
portionably  more  interesting  and  important.  In  the  De- 
bates of  the  above  Period,  are  many  Particulars  which 
diftinguifh  them  from  thofe  of  all  preceding  Years  5  and 
many  Queftions  are  difcuiTed,  which  mult  be  the  Sub- 
ject of  Debate  in  all  Times  to  come.- Among  thofe 

now  offered  to  the  Public  are  the  following:  On  the 
Peace.  On  Penfions,  in  which  both  the  Legality  and 
Policy  of  thofe  Grants  are  fully  confidered.  On  inland 
Navigation.  The  Limitation  of  Parliaments.  The 
Place-Bill.  The  State  of  the  Nation.  Libels,  and  the 
North  Briton.  Jobs  and  their  Tendency.  Power  of 
Grand  Juries.  Faction.  A  Tax  on  Dogs.  Privilege 
of  Parliament.  Falfe  Patriotifm  miftaken  for  Liberty. 
Licentioufnefs.  Recovery  of  Tythes.  Power  of  Ma- 
gistrates ;  and  on  a  great  Variety  of  other  Subjects 
equally  curious  and  important.  It  may  not  be  impro- 
per to  mention,  that  thefe  are  the  firft  Speeches  of  the 
Irijh  Parliament  which  have  ever  been  publifhed.  The 
Enquiry  became  neceflary  by  the  frequent  Mention 
of  the  Reftrictions  on  Trade  in  the  Debates  :  It  is  not 
however  confined  to  the  Trade  of  Ireland,  as  it  mews 
the  Rife  of  Trade  in  general,  what  is  its  Ufe  when  it 
attains  Perfection^  and  when  it  degenerates  into  Excefs. 


